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THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC.
ABN: 62879038-526

Club Patron: John Sprinzel

EDITORIAL
First of all I would like to thank Sue, for her dedication and head work with this
magazine through the years.
I know this has been said to death before and I’m going to say it again. This
magazine needs your articles and photos. If you’ve been thinking of writing an
article about your sprite, or have photos you would like to share to the world, I
urge you to send them on through.
Cheers.
Ben.

Committee
President:
Greg Holden
0418 286 831
president@spriteclub.com
Vice President:
Currently vacant
vicepresident@spriteclub.com
Treasurer:
Les Payne
treasurer@spriteclub.com
0415 826 650
Secretary:
Graham Wells
secretary@spriteclub.com
(02) 9654 1344
Membership Secretary:
Avis Fowler
membership@spriteclub.com
(02) 4729 3726

Marque Mentors:
Mk1 Sprite
Greg Holden
Colin Dodds
Mk2 Sprite
Neil Scott
Mk3 Sprite
Greg Strange
Keven Sly
Mk3 Midget
Eriks Skinkis
1500 Midget
Greg Coonan

0418 286 831
0414 789 263
0409 326 021
02 9909 8607
02 9604 2010
02 9644 5530
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All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to:
S.C.C.A.
P.O. Box 696
Kingswood NSW 2747

Social Director:
Rod Pringle
social@spriteclub.com
0448 009 223
Magazine Editor:
Ben Hunt
Email: editor@spriteclub.com
0432 990 050
Club Captain:
Currently vacant
captain@spriteclub.com
CSCA Delegate:
Paul Orton
competition@spriteclub.com
0408 488 767
Registrar & Club Plate:
Colin Dodds
registrar@spriteclub.com
0414 789 263

Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com
(Magazine contributions close 20th of each month)

Regalia:
Dianne Lawlor
regalia@spriteclub.com
(02) 9909 8607

General meetings are held at:
Start time: 7.30pm - Lachlan Room
(2nd Tuesday of each month)

Club Website:
Ross Reichardt
spriteclub@spriteclub.com
(02) 9980 6843

Parramatta RSL
2 Macquarie Street
Parramatta NSW 2150

SCCA Web Site: www.spriteclub.com
SCCA Email list: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-aus/
Sprite Torque is available in full colour to all SCCA Members. Go to the SCCA Website,
click on the Members Only link, enter your username and password.

PLEASE NOTE: These are all honorary positions undertaken by private individuals in their
spare time. Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to call you
back at a time more convenient to themselves.

CAMS Deligate:
Barry Cockayne
Phone: 0427 066 878
Librarian:
Dave Lawrence
librarian@spriteclub.com
Phone: (02) 9810 8982
General Committee:
Greg Strange
02 95911197
Barry Cockayne 0427 066 878
Ric Forster
0409 225 613
Colin Dodds
0414 789 263
Paul Orton
02 9970 5697

The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of
articles, correspondence, opinion or advertisements contained herein.

2

SPRITE TORQUE

APRIL 2015

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi all
You all may or may not have realised that the car club is still short some positions on the committee for the 2015
year.
To date you have not seen a magazine this year and the committee are trying to sort out ways to communicate
with you all.
At present the only way to communicate in a timely fashion is through the web Chimpmail and web updates, Ross
will try hard to keep the web up to date while continuing university studies.
The current committee will be working hard this year to get the 2016 National Challenge with the help of some
other key SCCA members.
Please check the calendar and ear mark your calendar for Easter 2016.
I have attached a few things to this chimp mail and it is important you have a look at them all.
The Social calendar is attached and includes Friday runs, weekend runs along with a competition calendar.
The Queenslanders are hosting the June long weekend run and this year it will be in Inverell, if you are planning
on going give Rod or myself a call to discuss
Rod and Keith have spent a considerable amount of time putting this together and while every attempt will be
made to ensure they go ahead you will need to keep your eye on the Club Website for continued updates.
Speaking of runs you would have all seen the chimpmail regarding Glenn Falson trying to organise a few
Wednesday runs. If you are interested they will only get off the ground if you make contact with him.
At this point, I cannot stress enough the need for you to be checking the web page for updates.
Ross has done a lot to improve the site and has some very good plans coming through.
David Baigent put his hand up to be our CSCA rep.We have some very competitive soles out there that are doing
very well indeed.
Not sure what else I need to cover but a few reminders:
•
Please check your chimp-mail before deleting it for all your updates ( we will be trying to minimise while
keeping you up to date)
•
Check the web for updates
Regards,
Greg
President SCCA
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Members Corner

"Car:

Finishers Queanbeyan NSW -I can
highly recommended.

Mk 1Bugeye

Colour:

Nurburg White

Engine no.: 9CUH48877
Chassis No.:
Miles:

YHAN495051259

64,418

History: Originally bought from Ron
Phillips, Parramatta Road and first
registered as CMX339 - Its sat in the
back of my garage since rego ran out
in1974 until I retired in 2012 when I
started a gound-up, nut and bolt,
restoration - completed early 2014 and now registered again (ACT
YJR61B) and I have done 467 miles
since then. I have yet to complete the
interior but that will happen soon.
Panel work: Mark Oliver Restorations,
Queanbeyan NSW - I can highly
recommended.

Restoration was greatly assisted with
parts and much helpful advice from
Colin Dodds, who also rebuilt the motor
and of course suggested the SCCA as
the only club to join!
Other cars: 1976 XJC 5.3V12 Coupe,
colour: Greensand; 2008 Mazda SP23,
colour: black (wife's car); and a knock
around 1992 Subaru Liberty wagon,
still going strong with 399,881 km on
the clock)
Apart from Colin and his friend Bryan I
don't know any other members so
would be interested to know of any in
ACT.

Paint: David Narik, Kustom Motor
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Club Display and Concourse
at Silverwater Park
In 2014 a trusty bunch of soles put their hand up to organise the Club show Day and Concourse.
Due to be held at the Kings School in August that year.
We had put our heads together and through that we had
a good plan going forward and it was looking great for
the day.
Then the old saying “Marge the rains are comin”. And
come they did.

from the troops.
When people turned up, they wanted to help it was great,
we had 70 odd cars turn up on the day as well as about
10 big Healeys displaying their cars as well.
The catering was excellent the Concourse winners were
happy as well as the display car winners and A great day
was had by all,.
I would like to thank the sub Committee for their efforts.

The School canned the whole this with a new date TBC,
we were in a holding pattern and every one was checking this and checking that. Many phone calls back and
forth and finally a new date and guess what, “Marge the
rains are comin”.

Les Payne, Ron Farlow and David Laing along with the
many people that assisted in making this another great
day for the club.

This time the called us before they cancelled it and offered clubs a strip around the bitumen roads, we politely
declined as did many others.

Avis Fowler, Madonna Pringle, Leah Holden, Rod Pringle, The cooks, Harley Pringle and the judges ( a thankless task) as well as all the members that come along
and helped make the day a much better one.

So it was cancelled with all our plans in tatters. The biggest issue was that we had trophies ready to go for the
2014 concourse and display day, all marked nicely with
the year as bold as brass, we had name tags and car
tags and cups with dates, sausages had cattle brands
with dates on the them, this was going to bugger us all.

Some of those are

I hope that I have not forgotten anyone along the way.

Greg Holden

With cool heads, we called another meeting, all the
cracks had gathered overnight and the call was answered, “Let’s do it again, we cannot be washed out for
the third time.”
So we were off, where can we have it what can we do,
historic houses had a look in and then Kerry Smith, the
chief cook and bottle washer came up with Silverwater
Park.
Genius, incredible, it was underway again. We had a
great run up to the day. There was a lot that had been
organised and heaps that still needed doing.
Leah did the catering while Ron had the presentation
stuff organised. David Laing and new member to the club
had jumped in and assisted in all areas on the day and
the day prior with both Ron Kerry and David doing a layout on site. It is good to see some new members stepping up to help the club.
Back to my ramble.
The morning had come and we were chockablockfull,
yes it is a word. The car the Midget Ute and the Electric
Sprite were all bursting at the seams but we are on.
When we got there I was very, very pleased with the rally
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2015 CSCA Super Sprint

Round 1 of the 2015 series was a great day for most of us,
but not all.
Pre event scrutineering was possible from 3:00pm on
Saturday and a number of us took advantage of this so we
could grab some car ports. As it turned out there were
plenty of car ports available and the early arrivals, Ray,
Les, John Millhouse and myself were able to secure a bank
of 8 garages altogether. Other Saturday arrivals were
David Hunt in his Sprite and Andrew and Craig in their
Elfins. As well as getting through scrutineering, we were
also able to watch the motorcycle racing that was going on.
There were some serious doubts about the 98dB noise
level for some of the races. It was cold and windy so
nobody stayed too long.
Sunday was dry, cloudy and a bit warmer than Saturday
but definitely not hot. The full SCCA start list was as
follows:John Millhouse – Bugeye Sprite
John Needs – Bugeye Sprite
John Sproule – Bugeye Sprite
Ray Fahey – Spriota
David Hunt – 64 Sprite
David Baigent – 64 Sprite
Les Payne – MG Midget
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Robert Brynes – Mini Cooper S
Tony Davis – MX5
Craig Barney Elfin MS8
Andrew McLaughlin – Elfin MS8
As you can see we had 11 cars in 8 carports, but somehow
we managed to fit everyone in and we all benefited by
being in one group.
As this was the first time out in my brand new (51 year old)
car, I was expecting to have a couple of issues and true to
form on lap 1 as I came through turn 2 the throttle went to
the floor and the engine revs dropped to idle allowing me to
coast serenely to a halt at the next marshals’ post from
where I watched the rest of the session. I knew it wasn’t
anything too serious as the engine was still running at idle
until I shut it down. On the next lap John Needs in his very
smart Bugeye went past me with the engine revving but the
car slowing down. He pulled off the track and could be
seen moving the gearstick and revving the engine to no
avail. So after that session ended 2 sprites were towed
back to the pits.
My problem was minor and caused by a ¼”unf nut vibrating
out of the throttle linkage. That took all of 2 minutes to find
and fix. John’s problems were a bit more serious as he had
no final drive, so sadly his day was done.
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I did not see Craig, Andrew or Tony on the track, but
they seemed to be having a lot of fun and set some
very good times.
I did see John Millhouse briefly as he flew past me and
I took the opportunity to tuck in behind him and pass a
Ford Escort. John then passed an MGB roadster that
had a V8 engine in it, I was unable to get past the
bloody thing as it was faster than me on the straight but
kept blocking me in the corners. It also started putting
out some impressive clouds of smoke which not only
made my car filthy but also made me cough. Of course
when he eventually pulled into the pits to expire, the
chequered flag came out – thanks a lot.
I also had a brief encounter with Ray Fahey, who had
decided to park sideways in the middle of the track at
turn 10. Oh that’s nice I thought as I drove past him, he
is waving at me with both hands in the air. Red Flag!
It turns out that Ray had had a close encounter with a
poorly driven Honda Integra and he wasn’t very happy,
let’s leave it at that. No harm done and he was able to
continue later.
That’s all the highlights I can remember, I am sure
there are more, but it’s difficult to compete and watch
all the action all the time.
See you all at Round 2 where I hope to have made
some minor improvements to my car so it is just that
little bit faster.
Cheers
David Baigent SCCA Delegate to CSCA.
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551
11
89
161
238
59
210
64
96
68
88

Craig Barney
Andrew McLaughlin
Tony Davis
John Millhouse
Robert Byrnes
Ray Fahey
David Hunt
David Baigent
Les Payne
John Sproule
John Needs

SCCA
SCCA
SCCA
SCCA
SCCA
SCCA
SCCA
SCCA
SCCA
SCCA
SCCA

Elfin MS8
Elfin MS8
Mazda MX5
AH Sprite
BMC Mini
AH Sprite
AH Sprite
AH Sprite
MG Midget
AH Sprite
AH Sprite

R1
R1
3AM
C1
2AC
R1
D1
D1
C1
D1
C1

34
27
44
35
28
35
24
28
36
29
2

34
24
42
19
13
34
15
25
14
19
2
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1:10.5100
1:10.5963
1:13.2264
1:14.1859
1:14.8562
1:15.1627
1:16.8801
1:17.2291
1:17.8263
1:20.1381
1:29.4265

0:06.3036
0:06.3899
0:09.0200
0:09.9795
0:10.6498
0:10.9563
0:12.6737
0:13.0227
0:13.6199
0:15.9317
0:25.2201
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Driving a V8 Racecar

For my birthday last year I got a present of 6 hot
laps at Wakefield driving a v8 race car. Sounds exciting.

My car master put his hands over the gear shift to stop this
and snarled at me. “what do you think you think this is? A
truck? Are you a truck driver?

It was a nice drive to Wakefield and when you get there
they provide you with a race suit and helmet. You get your Yes I have a truck licence but I wasn’t going to tell him.
photo taken with the car and then go to the drivers briefing.
And then “don’t brake so hard” I though this was a race car
Oh and you can choose between driving a Ford or a
Holden. I am a Ford man. Anyway.
And then “what’s this, heal and toe’ing?, Smart arse eh?”
Afterwards you sit down and wait for your turn, while
waiting my turn, I saw other drivers pottering around the
track. “Pigs bum!” I thought, I didn’t come here to potter
around the track.
My turn came up. I jumped into the car. I commented that
the steering wheel was too close , like driving a bus.
“What! You want to be asleep when you crash?” But they
begrudgingly moved the seat back.

I think I got him back though. The last downhill corner onto
the straight, I gave it a squirt. The tail swung out and while
correcting, I could see the poor guy in the corner of my
eye, bracing himself for an impact. I could never do their
job. Later I missed a gear and the V8 must of revved to
infinity. I think now they have rev limiters on the cars, so
you can blame me for ruining your fun.
After a few laps, my car master even commented to me
saying nice things like “you’re driving well Paul”

Then off you go, but hang on, there is someone next to
you, barking orders like change gear, brake, turn. Who was “ good lines”
driving the car I thought.
“ Nice and smooth using up all the road”
Ok, I’ll put up with this for a lap, then it’s my turn. After the
straight and going up the hill, I wanted to change down to
2nd and try to power slide the car through the corner.
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I even overtook a few of the slower cars on the straight and
even let me wrap it out.
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You get out of the car with a grin from ear to ear and it
doesn’t go away for a weeks. My Wife brought the photo of
me next to the car, now that’s definitely going in the pool
room.
Lunch at the Paragon café at Goulburn then back to
Sydney. What a lovely day.

Article by Paul Hunt
Illustration by Ainslie Hunt.
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SOCIAL EVENTS 2015
TBA: Event date and details to be advised; TBC: Event date and details “To Be Confirmed”.
Please check the Events page on the Club’s website for up-to-date info and changes.
<www.spriteclub.com/ events>

12 Apr
(Sun)

17 Apr
(Fri)

19 Apr
(Sat)

8:30am for 9:00am departure
McDonalds Narellan
Motorlife Museum Darkes Rd Wollongong 8:30am for 9:00am departure
McDonalds Narellan There will be a grassed area for Sprites, bring a picnic lunch.
Rod Pringle 0448-009-223 (email)social@spriteclub.com
9:30am for a 10:15am departure
Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli
Northern Illawarra coastal drive 9:30am for a 10:15am departure Ruby’s
Beach Cafe at Bulli Northern Illawarra coastal drive and lunch at Stanwell Park
Keith Smith (phone)4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200
10:30am
Parramatta Park Cafe, Parramatta Park
Parramatta Park Cafe 10:30am Parramatta Park Cafe, Parramatta Park
Coffee & Cake at Parramatta Park Cafe on Parramatta side of Parramatta Park
Rod Pringle 0448-009-223 (email)social@spriteclub.com

8:30am for 9:00am departure
17 May
McDonalds Narellan
National Motoring Heritage Day Berry 8:30am for 9:00am departure
(Sun)
McDonalds Narellan Drive to Berry Showgrounds, Berry for display of cars.
Rod Pringle 0448-009-223 (email)social@spriteclub.com
9:30am for a 10:15am departure
22 May
Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli
Lunch at winery in Southern Highlands 9:30am for a 10:15am departure Ru(Fri)
by’s Beach Cafe at Bulli Lunch at winery in Southern Highlands
Keith Smith (phone)4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200

6 Jun
(Sat)

Long Weekend in Inverell This week-end has been organised by QLD Sprite
Club. If you require details please contact Rod and he will send details.
Rod Pringle 0448-009-223 (email)social@spriteclub.com

SPRITE TORQUE

18

9.30am for a 10.15am departure

19 Jun

APRIL 2015

19 Jun
(Fri)

9:30am for a 10:15am departure
Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli
Head for Picton 9:00am for a 10:15am departure Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli
Head for Picton - lunch at Common Ground Cafe near Razorback
Keith Smith (phone)4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200

21 Jun
(Sun)

10:30am for 11:00am departure
Ham Common opposite Richmond Air Base
Lunch at The Imperial Hotel Mt Victoria 10:30am for 11:00am departure
Ham Common opposite Richmond Air Base Meet at 10:30am at Ham Common opposite Richmond Air Base for 11:00am departure up Bells Line Of Road

17 Jul
(Fri)

9:30am for 10:15am departure
Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli
Cosy lunch at Moss Vale Hotel 9:30am for 10:15am departure Ruby’s Beach
Cafe at Bulli Meet at 9:30am - Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli for Coffee/chat - depart
10:15am.

25 Jul
(Sat)

8:30am for 9:00am departure
McDonalds Narellan
Kangaroo Valley Pioneer Park 8:30am for 9:00am departure McDonalds Narellan Kangaroo Valley Pioneer Park, Moss Vale Rd, Kangaroo Valley. Entry $7.00
Bring your food for a BBQ or a Picnic Lunch.

All Day
16 Aug
Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek
Shannons Display Day, Eastern Creek Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern
(Sun)
Creek If you require ticket for car please contact Rod.
Rod Pringle 0448-009-223 (email)social@spriteclub.com
9:30am for 10:15am departure
Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli
21 Aug
Explore Macarthur area and lunch at Camden Valley Inn 9:30am for
10:15am departure Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli Explore Macarthur area and lunch at
(Fri)
Camden Valley Inn.
Keith Smith (phone)4285 2056 (phone)0404 631 200
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All Day
30 Aug
Kings School, Pennant Hills Rd, Nth Parramatta
All British Day, Kings School Kings School, Pennant Hills Rd, Nth Parramatta
(Sun)
All British Day, Kings School.
Rod Pringle 0448-009-223 (email)social@spriteclub.com

18 Sep
(Fri)

9:30am for 10:15am departure
Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli
Up the hill to Robertson and then lunch at Burrawang Pub 9:30am for
10:15am departure Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli Up the hill to Robertson and then
lunch at Burrawang Pub.
Keith Smith (phone)4285 2056 (phone)0404 631 200

Meet 9:00am for 9:30am departure
McDonalds Narellan
26 Sep
Nowra Air Museum Meet @ 9:00am McDonalds Narellan for 9:30am
(Sat) departure.
Find somewhere for lunch.
Rod Pringle 0448-009-223 (email)social@spriteclub.com

11 Oct
(Sun)

16 Oct
(Fri)

13 Nov
(Fri)
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Meet at 10:30am for 11:00am departure
Pub McGraths Hill
Meet @ Pub McGraths Hill 10:30am for 11:00am departure,
Windsor Rd & Pitt Town Rd, Drive to Wisemans Inn Hotel for Lunch
Rod Pringle 0448-009-223 (email)social@spriteclub.com
9:30am for 10:15am departure
Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli
Drive in Nowra area - lunch at Jindyandy Mill, Pyree 9:30am for 10:15am
departure Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli Drive in Nowra area - lunch at Jindyandy Mill,
Pyree.
Keith Smith (phone)4285 2056 (phone)0404 631 200
9:30am for 10:15am departure
Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli
Royal National Park - lunch at Audley Weir 9:30am for 10:15am departure
Ruby’s Beach Cafe at Bulli Royal National Park - lunch at Audley Weir (picnic style if
weather okay).
Keith Smith (phone)4285 2056 (phone)0404 631 200

SPRITE TORQUE
Meet at 10.30am for 11.00am departure
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
14TH APRIL, 2015
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
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TORQUE TRADER
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers, just phone,
email or post the Editor of Sprite Torque, details on page 2

THIS MONTH

WANTED:
1100cc motor needed,
prefer in running condition but will talk about anything.
please call Greg Holden 0418 286 831
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