
 

Sprite Torque April 2017  Page   

 

Catering for AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE & MG MIDGET enthusiasts 

 April 2017  

In this Issue; 

• Cover—Throttle Jam Photog-
raphy 

• Megalong Valley 

• Harry’s Café 

• Alternate Bugeye 

• Tech Day 

• Coming Events 

• Donald Healey Birthday 

• Heritage Day 

• Competition Reports 

• Club Point Scores 

• Torque Trader 

• Regalia 

• Meeting Minutes 

Sprites in the Mist 

Visit Grafton 



 

Sprite Torque April 2017  Page 2 

Sprite Car Club of Australia 

Facebook page 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/1343021499057918/ 

From: Shawn Fitzgerald  CAMS NSW 

Good Afternoon, 

Please see the following press release from Motorcycling NSW regarding their decision to cease plans to 
construct a motorsport complex in the Shoalhaven region:- 

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1355525991152976&id=370992982939620 

Thank you to all of the CAMS-affiliated clubs & members who supported the project, as this would have 
had a beneficial impact on four-wheeled motorsport, both within the region & New South Wales. 

News Update 

The link is a You Tube video from Blend Line TV of HSRCA race 3 doing the rounds of email and Face-
book. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAbCkZx1vPE 

A Day in the life of a modern Bugeye 

http://bugeyeguy.com/2017/04/a-day-in-the-modern-life-of-a-bugeye-sprite/ 

Sprites racing at Goodwood 2017 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1343021499057918/ 

'We have 5 New members to the Club, they are: 

Max Squires of Greystanes 

Merilyn and Barry Moore of Baulkham Hills 

Sophie and Shane Azar of Cromer, who have rejoined the Club. 

 

Thanks 

Sue 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1343021499057918/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1355525991152976&id=370992982939620
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAbCkZx1vPE
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Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. 
ABN: 62879038-526 

 

Club Patron: John Sprinzel 

Marque Mentors 

Mk 1 Sprite Greg Holden 0408777936, Colin Dodds 0414 789 263 

Mk 2 Sprite Neil Scott 0409 326 021 

Mk 3 Sprite Greg Strange 02 9909 8607, Kevin Sly 02 9604 2010 

Mk 3 Midget Position Vacant but Colin Dodds 0414 789 263 may be able to assist 

1500 Midget Greg Prunster 0428 169 931 Please call between 3pm &5pm as Greg 
    is a shift worker. 

 
 

S.C.C.A 
P.O. Box 696 

Kingswood. NSW 2747 
 

Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com 

Snail Mail to : 202 Fitzroy Street, Grafton. NSW 2460 

(magazine contributions close 20th of each month) 

 

General Meetings 

Parramatta RSL Club—2 Macquarie St, Parramatta. NSW 1250 

2nd Tuesday of each month starting at 7:30pm—Lachlan Room 

 

S.C.C.A. WEBSITE: www.spriteclub.com 

(View Sprite Torque in colour in the MEMBERS ONLY section) 

 

S.C.C.A. Email List: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-
aus 

PLEASE NOTE: The Committee positions are all honourary and 

are undertaken by private individuals in their spare time. Please 

contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to 

call you back at a time more convenient for themselves. The Sprite 

Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy 

or reliability of articles, correspondence, opinions or advertisements 

contained herein. 

Committee 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Barry Cockayne 

0427 066 878 

vicepresi-
dent@spriteclub.com 

MEMBERSHIP  

Sue Cockayne 

membership@spriteclub.com 

SOCIAL DIRECTOR 

Rod Pringle 

0448 009 223 

social@spritecub.com 

CLUB CAPTAIN 

David Baigent 

captain@spriteclub.com 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Wendy Gibbs 

0458 427 332 

editor@spriteclub.com 

C.S.C.A DELEGATE 

David Baigent 

REGISTRAR &  

CLUB PLATES 

Colin Dodds 

0414789263 

registrar@spriteclub.com 

REGALIA 

Avis Fowler 

(02)4729 3726 

regalia@spriteclub.com 

CLUB WEBSITE 

Ross Reichardt 

Spriteclub@spriteclub.com 

(02) 9980 6843 

CAMS DELEGATE 

Barry Cockayne 

0427 066 878 

LIBRARIAN 

Dave Lawrence 

(02) 9810 8982 

librarian@spriteclub.com 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Kerry Smith 

David Laing 

Ron Farlow 

Colin Dodds 

PRESIDENT 

Greg Holden 

0408777936 

president@spriteclub.com 

SECRETARY 

Graham Wells 

(02)9654 1344 

secretary@spriteclub.com 

TREASURER 

Les Payne 

0415 826 650 

treasurer@spriteclub.com 



 

Sprite Torque April 2017  Page 4 

It was a beautiful Autumn Sunday, I know it was 

Easter Sunday, but what the heck, where else 

would you be. Sitting at Richmond, waiting to go to 

Megalong Valley Tea Rooms. Donna said to me 

there would not be any body turning up, when Don-

na & I turned up Michael was already there with his 

Mark 11A GT.  

We headed of at 10.30am, I led, off through Rich-

mond, March St and on to the Bells Line Of Road, 

the traffic was heavy and slow, by the time we got to 

the top to turn off on the Darling Causeway we were 

running 25 minutes late, so instead of getting to the 

Tea Rooms at 12 we didn’t get there till 12.30. Ste-

ve was already there, he ordered lunch at 12 and 

was getting ready to tuck into his tucker. 

The food was great as always, I had the Plough-

mans Lunch, others had Pies. 

We broke up after a lot of chatting and full bellies. 

People attending; Steve Dive, Mark Sheppard, Kevin Green, 

Wendy Green, Michael Meadows, Narelle Turner, David Baiget, 

Dennis Mahar, Scheryl Mahar, Dianne Drury, John Drury, Bev 

Laing, David Laing, Amanda Walker, Andrew Walker, Madonna 

Pringle, Rodney Pringle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             

Written by Rod Pringle Pictures by Rod Pringle 
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It was a wet and miserable day but it was the 3rd 

Tuesday of the month, Pie Night at Parramatta. As 

I was about to leave a thunder storm hit at home 

in Penrith, good thing I out the roof on, didn’t worry 

about the windows. It rained all the way into Parra-

matta, the rain didn’t relent, as I parked and won-

dered if anybody else would turn up. 

There was only one dry spot at Harry’s, about 10 

minutes later Greg and Leah turned up, so we had 

pies, then Paul hunt and his wife Flora came in 

their Sprite, to wet for Flora to get out of the car, 

(don’t know why). It was still raining when we left, 

just goes to show you, even in the worst of weath-

er people still turn up. 

Attending; Paul & Flora Hunt, Greg & Lea Holden, 
Rod Pringle.                                                                                                 

Written By Rod Pringle. 

Harry’s Café de Wheels 



 

Sprite Torque April 2017  Page 6 

I’ve always felt the Bugeye Sprite was the most 

attractive of the Sprites so when I got a Mk2 Sprite 

which was a write off and badly damaged I decid-

ed what I’d seen in England was a pretty good 

idea.  There are several companies there that 

make replacement panels to change later Sprites 

to look like the Bugeye Sprites but when I checked 

on how much the panels cost and how much to 

ship them here I felt it was cheaper to find an origi-

nal Bugeye but another alternative came mind. 

A friend of mine was restoring a Bugeye and I ar-

ranged to spray his car if I could take some moulds 

off it, giving me the ability to make some new pan-

els for my project.  Two moulds and a pair of car-

bon fibre composite panels later I had the start to 

making my alternative Bugeye.  

The next operation was to remove the damaged 

panels from the front and rear of my Mk2.  The 

front ones were relatively easy to un bolt starting 

with the damaged; bumper, headlights, grill, bon-

net, radiator and guards. The rear was a little hard-

er. The rear bar, boot lid, and taillights were re-

moved. The spot welds were drilled out down the 

door aperture frames and then around the wheel 

arches and across the rear of the boot floor. Once 

done a splitting chisel was gently taped round be-

tween the panels till the rear body was able to be 

paired away leaving us a frame work for the Bug 

Eye carbon fibre composite rear body work to be 

fitted. Either as a solid mounted assembly or by 

adding a hinging assembly and have an opening 

rear body work making for a great boot area.   

Once that was done the car was thoroughly gone 

over and a wish list of what I’d like the car to have 

was formulated.  

Mechanicals I liked included a 1275cc engine, a 

nice set of extractors, a rib case gearbox and front 

disc brakes where the first on the wish list. Of 

course a nice set of mag wheels and good tyres 

were mandatory. As I had clear access to front of 

the car without an engine gearbox in it I decided I’d 

get rid of the leaver arm shocks and as I was doing 

that I made an adjustable top wishbone set up al-

low for camber and cater adjustments which was 

coupled to alloy adjustable shocks.  The rear 

gained an adjustable Panhard rod as well. It was 

coming along nicely. 

An Alternative Bugeye 

Photo showing old damaged Mk2 panels and removed panel car plus new carbon fibre panels 
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The body/chassis started off with the straightening 

of the front chassis rails and making sure the whole 

car was square within itself which has turned out 

nicely. The sill panels were replaced as well as the 

door pillars and hinge plates. After removing the 

rear panels, a cross structure was made with diag-

onal bracing and a removable roll bar. An additional 

structure reinforcing the rear was made to support 

the hinge assembly and Panhard rod so it would be 

able to allow for changing the rear role centre mak-

ing the car handle far better.  

The car was stripped to bare metal and any dents 

removed as well as new panels fitted. Two pack 

undercoat was applied and blocked down to all 

panels including the carbon fibre composite nose 

and rear body sections. Both of these panels were 

made so they pivoted outward so easy access was 

available to maintain the engine and mechanicals. 

Pivoting the rear panel also makes a great usable 

boot space which isn’t available in normal 

Bugeye’s. Another unusual addition was adding a 

large flip top fuel filler cap with special quick filling 

ventilation. Once all the panels were fitted and 

checked for gapping, the car was painted in 2 pack 

British racing green which contrasts nicely with the 

polished mag wheels and windscreen frame and of 

course that large polished flip top cap and alloy roll 

bar. 

The engine bay has been painted in British racing 

green in a similar manner which again is in contrast 

to the alloy radiator, tappet cover, alloy battery/ 

plenham recess panel and side foot well plates. Of 

course the master cylinders were removed and re-

conditioned along with painting their support struc-

ture. Once this was done we replaced the rear 

wheel cylinders and brake shoes as well as the 

disc brake pads at the front.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of engine bay and Carbon fibre panels in 

back ground including the hard top we made  

To go with this we made and fitted new brake lines. 

The wiper motor was reconditioned and duly re-

painted. The carbies were striped checked and 

their alloy powder blasted and new air filters were 

fitted. The wiring harness was replaced with a new 

cloth bound one, all going to give the engine bay a 

pleasing appearance.   

Photograph showing raw back of car and large racing flip top 

fuel cap. 

Photo of adjustable front suspension 
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While I had a good soft top I decided it might be ra-

ther nice to have a hard top so after looking pretty 

intensely I came across a badly battered hard top 

which was twisted out of shape and with a collapsed 

roof. After much twisting and frame squaring I then 

set about filling and shaping it into the 50 year old 

original Bugeye design, but it just couldn’t be used 

as it was, so I made a mould  from it and then a new 

carbon fibre composite panel. Looks great and 

weighs bugger all and makes it that much better if 

out in stormy weather and far safer if left away from 

my sight, as it allows the car to be locked up se-

curely.  

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of the carbon fibre panels we made moulds 

for and produced. 

There are other benefits by replacing the steel pan-
els with carbon fibre or fibreglass panels a large re-
duction of weight occurs and they can be used for 
both Sprites and MG Midgets.  And of course, we 
have that iconic Bugeye appearance, with these 
panels on our car and you just can’t tell that it’s not 
a normal Bugeye. And with all the benefits of better 
engines, gearbox’s, disc brakes and maybe other 
improvements like wind up windows and reductions 
in weight.  These moulds can be used for transform-
ing even the later MG Midgets with less kilometres 
on the clock and a 1275cc engines plus other nice-
ties. Food for thought. Yes?       

 

By Chris Buckingham          

An Alternative Bugeye 
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VG Auto Paints Tech Day 
Where: 11 Amax Ave, Girraween. 

When: Saturday 8th of July. 

Time: 8:30am 

This will be a hands on day with plenty of opportunities to participate. 

BBQ will be on as usual, all welcome. 

Please RSVP to Rod or Michael for catering. 

For more information contact-  

Sprite club: Rod Pringle  

Email: social@spriteclub.com.au 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
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Coming Events 
Date Event Pointscore 

May  7th Gosford Car Museum Club,Sprite,Assoc 

2017   

The glittering, eclectic range of vehicles on display is valued at $78 
million and is mesmerising not just for enthusiasts, but to anyone 
with a passing interest in cars. Vehicles on display include not just 
a collection of Australian classics, such as a 1972 Torana XU-1, a 
full complement of Holden’s from 1948 to 1978 and a singularly 
rare Onyx Black Phase III Ford Falcon, but also exotics including a 
$5 million Ferrari LA Ferrari, a Porsche 959, a Chevrolet Corvette 
Stingray and four generations of Lamborghinis, including a 1969 

Miura P400S. Ladies,Jnrs 

    

Pricing is $20 adult and $12 concession card holders (not the SEN-
IORS CARD) Social 

    http://gosfordclassiccarmuseum.com.au/getting-here/   

    We will have allocated parking for our cars   

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

        

  
Tuesday 

16th 
Twilight Run 

Club,Sprite,Assoc 

    431 Church St Parramatta Ladies,Jnrs 

    @ 7.00pm 3rd Tuesday of the month. Social 

    

Come and have a Great Pie. Come and have chat. Get your car out 
and come anyway, what else would you do on Tuesday night.   

        

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

        

  Sunday 

National Motoring Heritage Day 2016 
Penrith Club,Sprite,Assoc 

  21st 

Meet @ Peachtree hotel @ 9.00am. Corner Peachtree Rd @ 
Mulgoa Road Penrith and drive across to Fire Museum. Ladies,Jnrs 

    Held at the MUSEUM OF FIRE, 1 Museum Dr Penrith  Social 

    MAKE A FULL DAY OF IT! PENRITH HAS SO MUCH TO OFFER    

    

BRING YOUR HERITAGE VEHICLE AND JOIN WITH MANY MAKES 
AND MODELS FROM THE LAST CENTURY OF MOTORING! ALL WEL-

COME    

    BRING YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS. HUGE PICNIC AREA.    

    THE MUSEUM OF FIRE IS A GREAT VENUE FOR EVERYONE.   

       

    

All Participating heritage vehicle owners and family will receive 
free admission to the Museum on the day, A return family pass, 

Free BBQ Sausage sizzle and endless Tea or Coffee in your Hospital-
ity tent. Bring your Banners and Flyers and proudly promote your 

Club    

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au   

        All care is taken, all events and dates are subject to change 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
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Coming Events 

June 9th - 11th Long Weekend Escape  Club 

2017      

    When 9th -11th June 2017   

    Where at Grafton. NSW   

  

  

Come and enjoy a Spritely weekend in glorious Grafton over the June 
long weekend. Situated in the Northern Rivers Region of NSW, we boast 
the Clarence River as the largest river on the east coast of Australia. Both 
the Queensland Sprite Club and the Sprite Car Club of Australia will in-
dulge in activities such as a catch up our Vintage Car Club, a Sign Post 
Chase, a tour of the largest model train exhibition in the region, and 
that’s just for starters. While all the rooms at the Crown Hotel have been 
booked by Spriters, you like to to try The Abbey Motel, just a short walk 
away.This event is being organised by Wendy and Ian Gibbs for the SCCA. 

  

       

    Enquiries other than motel bookings to Wendy 0458 427 332   

        

  
Tuesday 

20th 
Twilight Run Club,Sprite,Ass

oc 

    Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta Ladies,Jnrs 

    

Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur 
Street Social 

    7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat   

    Get your car out and come along.   

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

        

July 
Saturday 

8th 
Technical Day - VG Auto Paints 

  

2017   Where: 11 Amax Ave, Girraween. - 8.30am Club 

    Please RSVP to Rod  for catering.   

    Email: social@spriteclub.com.au   

        

  Sunday Fish & Chips @ Palm Beach  
Club,Sprite,Ass

oc 

  16th   Ladies,Jnrs 

    

1104 Barrenjoey Rd Palm Beach 02 99741110 Meet @ 10.00am McDon-
alds Nth Parramatta (Victoria Rd Nth Parramatta) for departure @ 

10.30am Sharp Social 

    

Last year this was a bit off a washout, we will try again but this time with 
Sunshine.   

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

       

        

All care is taken, all events and dates are subject to change 

New 

Venue 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
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Coming Events 

All care is taken, all events and dates are subject to change 

July 
Tuesday 

18th 
Twilight Run Club,Sprite,Ass

oc 

2017   Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta Ladies,Jnrs 

    

Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur 
Street Social 

    7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat   

    Get your car out and come along.   

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

        

  Saturday Brett’s Automotive Tech Day   

  29th 81 Clapham Road, Sefton. NSW Club 

    More details to follow   

        

    Christmas in July 
Club,Sprite,Ass

oc 

  T.B.A. More information to follow Ladies,Jnrs 

      Social 

August Tuesday  Twilight Run   

2017 15th     

    Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta   

    

Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur 
Street   

    7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat   

    Get your car out and come along.   

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

        

  Sunday Shannon's Sydney Classic   

  
13th 

Meet @ 8.30am depart 9.00am Prospect Hotel-Motel Great Western 
Hwy, Prospect   

  

  

All Day Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek Shannon’s Display Day, 
Eastern Creek Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek. If you require tick-
et for car please contact Rod. Over 1900 Veteran & Classic vehicles from 

over 150 clubs on display and on parade, including cars, motorbikes, 
scooters and military vehicles, police vehicles, ambulances & fire engines. 

AND it’s on rain, hail or shine. There’s plenty to see and do indoors. 
Club 

    If you require ticket for car please contact   

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

        

New 

Venue 

New 

Venue 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
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Coming Events 

All care is taken, all events and dates are subject to change 

August Sunday All British Display Day 
Club,Sprite,Ass

oc 

2017 27th 

WHERE: - The Kings School – 82-129 Pennant Hills Rd, Nth Parramatta 
WHEN: - Sunday 27th August 2016 – gates open 7AM – display 9am to 
3pm WHAT’S ON: - The annual ALL BRITISH DAY & SCCA annual Concours 
& Picnic Day – BBQ Lunch +++ included. COST: - NO cost to you & your 
passengers if you display a vehicle. You need to submit the ENTRY Form 
otherwise YOU WON’T GET A CAR TICKET Last year we had over 120 vehi-
cles on display of which 88 were Sprites/ Midgets. Help us break records 
again this year whilst having FUN! Ladies,Jnrs 

     Social 

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

        

Septem-
ber Saturday Blacktown Drive-In 

Club,Sprite,Ass
oc 

2017 9th  Ladies,Jnrs 

    Cricketers Arms Road, Blacktown 02 96224170 Social 

    

Sydney’s only remaining Drive-in Cinema, with 2 Screens, do not know 
what is showing, but will find out closer to the Movie    

    Times 8.45pm Cost $11.00 per Person   

    More Details to Follow.   

       

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

  Tuesday Twilight Run 
Club,Sprite,Ass

oc 

  19th Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta Ladies,Jnrs 

    

Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur 
Street Social 

    7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat   

    Get your car out and come along.   

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   

       

October Tuesday Twilight Run 
Club,Sprite,Ass

oc 

2017 17th Details To Follow Ladies,Jnrs 

November Tuesday Twilight Run 
Club,Sprite,Ass

oc 

2017 21st Details To Follow Ladies,Jnrs 

December Tuesday Twilight Run 
Club,Sprite,Ass

oc 

2017 19th Details To Follow Ladies,Jnrs 

  TBA AGM   

New 

Venue 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
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Coming Events 

Month Date Event Details 

APR 

  Friday Drive – Eling Forest Winery 
Fri 28 Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

MAY 

  Friday Drive – visit Shellharbour Village 
Fri 26 Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

JUNE 

  Friday Drive – Kangaroo Valley 
Fri 16 Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

JULY 

  Friday Drive – Cliffhanger Cafe Bulli 
Fri 21 Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

AUG 

  Friday Drive – visit Berrima 
Fri 25 Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

News Update! 

Friday drives now attract 10 points on the Club Championships 

Point Scores as any other Mid week event. 
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Our Club invites your Club to 
 

Donald Healey’s Birthday Car Display 

Sunday 9th  July 2017 
The Bowling Green, Parramatta Park 

(located near the main entry at the corner of Macquarie & Pitt Streets, 

Parramatta) 10am until 3:30pm 

A barbeque lunch and soft drinks will be provided, just bring a chair 
and your car. 

Donald Healey was born on 3rd July 1898 and throughout his lifetime was involved with the develop-
ment of Healey, Austin-Healey, Riley, Alvis, Triumph, Jensen, Humber, Nash, Invicta and Austin marques. 

The Austin Healey Owners Club would like to celebrate DMH’s birthday with a gathering of many of the above 
cars as possible. 

For further information, please contact Ross on 0408 465 547 or go to 
www.austinhealeynsw.com.au 

http://www.austinhealeynsw.com.au/
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Competition Coming Events 

 May 
Saturday 
13th Jaguar Drivers Club Super Sprint Competition 

 2017   Sydney Motor Sport Park North Circuit Sprite 

    
Contact David Baigent for details -

captain@spriteclub.com Competition 

    Phone Mobile - 0407137776 Associate 

        

July 
Saturday 

1st Austin Healey Owners Club Sprint Competition 

2017   Wakefield Park - Goulburn Sprite 

    
Contact David Baigent for details -

captain@spriteclub.com Competition 

    Phone Mobile - 0407137776 Associate 

       

August 
Saturday 

12th  
Morgan Owners Club Super Sprint 

Competition 

2017   Sydney Motor Sport Park Brabham Circuit Sprite 

    
Contact David Baigent for details -

captain@spriteclub.com Competition 
    Phone Mobile - 0407137776 Associate 
        

September 
Sunday 

24th Sprite Car Club of Aust Super Sprint Competition 

2017   Sydney Motor Sport Park South Circuit Sprite 

    
Contact David Baigent for details -

captain@spriteclub.com Competition 

    Phone Mobile - 0407137776 Associate 
        

October 
Sunday 

15th 

Triumph Sports Owners Super 
Sprint Competition 

2017  Wakefield Park - Goulburn Sprite 

   
Contact David Baigent for details -

captain@spriteclub.com Competition 

   Phone Mobile - 0407137776 Associate 
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Competition Corner 

FoSC 18/3/17— Written by Nick Sebesfi 

Saturday 18th March dawned VERY bleak. I only 

know this because I was actually awake at dawn – 

a very rare event that pretty much only occurs on 

race days! Having not raced since the HSRCA 

Tasman event in late 2016, my son Andrew and I 

had both been pining for the tarmac, however that 

anticipation had not included wet weather. 

While racing a Spridget in the wet can be an ad-

vantage on most circuits – overtaking a Corvette 

around the OUTSIDE of turn 3 at Eastern Creek, 

only to glance across at the startled face of the 

driver only a few feet from his own is one of An-

drew’s enduring racing memories – the North, or 

Druitt Circuit at SMSP is pretty much a horsepower 

circuit, with few benefits for our little cars. 

This was supposed to be the event that introduced 

the upcoming ‘British Sports Cars’ series, however, 

hollow promises from both the Legends cars peo-

ple and Historic Formula Vee meant that Bob 

Rowntree and Brett McManus had been informed 

that there was no space for the group at the event, 

so did not pursue the numbers. In the end – and far 

too late to initiate the series – the space opened up 

and we ran in a group entitled “British and Invited 

Sports Cars”. The start list included: 8 Spridgets; 

Brett McManus’ MG; Club member Brett Lansley’s 

obscenely fast MNR Vortx Clubman; a Datsun 

240Z; an Alfa GTV; another modern Clubman and 

the very experienced Ron Goodman in his Sa Por-

sche 356. 

Also running on the weekend was my brother Alan 

in his gorgeous and beautifully engineered Bugeye 

Sprite, having his first ever event in the wet in quite 

a mixed Regularity field. More on Al later… 

I’m not sure who is and isn’t in the Club, so I’ll just 
list the entered Spridget drivers – all in the British 
and Invited event: 
  
Gary Angel  1961 MG Midget 
David Baigent  1969 MG Midget                      
Ric Forster  1969 MG Midget MkIII                
Peter Mohacsi  1966 MG Midget                      
Lyall Moyes  1968 MG Midget                      
Andrew Sebesfi  1967 MG Midget                      
Nick Sebesfi  1971 MG Midget                      
 
Colin Dodds was also entered, but his beastie does 
not possess wet weather Wellies, so he managed 
to score a sleep in. 
 
Alan’s regularity was group 4 and we were group 5 
of 6. After the customary, if very casual, FoSC driv-
ers’ briefing, we traipsed down through the murky 
morning to our garage, containing 3 Sebesfis and 
one Baigent. The other Spridgets were grouped 
next door. 
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Competition Corner 

The day was one of attempting to second guess 
the weather for pretty much every driver present. 
With the exception of our practice/qualifying run, 
there was potential for it to NOT be raining right up 
to the moment we had to jump in the cars for each 
event. This meant that tyre pressures were the top-
ic of the day and every 5 minutes or so, I’d stick my 
head out from under the garage to see if I could 
outsmart the clouds, only to find one or more of the 
others doing likewise. In the end, Andrew and I set-
tled on 28 or 29 Lb/sq in for pretty much every run, 
including one where I had put mine down to 23, 
only for there to be a delay in the previous group, 
whereupon Andrew undid his belts and jumped out 
of his car, grabbed the compressor and reinflated 
my tyres as it had – AGAIN – started to rain. I 
knew there had to be a good reason for funding his 
racing habit… We both had pretty old and mangy 
tyres anyway – due for replacement before the 
next major event. 
 
 
Alan was having his first run in the wet in his 
Bugeye and had some mixed experience with the 
talent levels of a few of the other drivers. I have the 
impression that FoSC does not have the driver dis-
cipline within their regularity ranks that you might 
find at an HSRCA event. His day went well overall 
and he made the most of the opportunity to gain 
some very valuable experience in the conditions. 
He managed a couple of 4th placings and a 10th in 
the large mixed group at the end of the day. I 
THINK he even managed to NOT visit the grass, or 
even rotate his car all day! He was possibly the 
only one of us in this position… 
 
Practice/qualifying was held in nasty conditions for 
pretty much every group. In our group, Brett in his 
Clubman was 4 seconds ahead of Andrew, who 
was 6 (!) seconds ahead of me, with a gaggle of 
Spridgets hot on my heels. I put it down to youth 
and exuberance… 
 
During the third competitive event of the day (just 
before Al’s first regularity and two events prior to 
British and Invited race 1), as I was standing on the 
dummy grid with an umbrella over my big brother’s 
noggin - & covering most of the little Bugeye – a 
cloud of acrid smoke began to waft in our direction 
from what we thought was the Subaru Club, who 
were drifting (or doing a motorkana – you never 
can tell with them) on the skidpan. Turns out it was 
a Porsche 924 from the Historic and Invited Sports 
& Touring Cars event. It had decided that, despite 
the inclement weather, it might hold an impromptu 
barbecue at Turn 4A. This took some time to clean 
up and an early lunch was declared. 
 

Our first event saw Andrew off the front row in 
greasy conditions. I managed a great start from P5 
and was behind Andrew as he spun from second 
place in the last corner of the first lap. Brett L had 
run off into the distance, as he managed to do all 
day. Unfortunately for Brett, the other Clubman in 
our group had managed to crap itself in qualifying, 
so he had a bit of a lonely time of it. Ron Goodman 
surged past me down the straight in his gorgeous 
little Porsche 356. The car’s brake lights either 
don’t work or are very faint and following him for a 
couple of laps in the very wet conditions was a bit 
of an experience as he could easily out accelerate 
me, but was weaker under braking. I also had no 
intention of having an impact with what is a very 
valuable little racing car. 
 
 
 
In the middle of the race, my car jumped out of 4th 
on the main straight – just as I crossed the large 
expanse of standing water in the middle of the grid 
under full acceleration. It was quite a moment and I 
ended up sailing through T1 in neutral, before I 
coaxed it back into gear. It then jumped out of sec-
ond in the middle of T2. I was not a happy vege-
mite as this was a freshly rebuilt gearbox. As I 
struggled for the next lap, first the Alfa, then a re-
covering Andrew passed me. I managed to work 
out that it was the slightly unusual reverse lockout 
mechanism that had managed to work its way 
loose and was actually blocking the gearstick. After 
much swearing, I managed to minimise its impact 
and continued on my way. 
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Competition Corner 

Meanwhile… I had noticed several spots on the 
track where the standing puddles were interrupted 
with strewn quantities of SMSP’s finest trackside 
turf and mud. This was particularly evident between 
T3 and T4 and on the straight after T4B (the hairpin 
on the main circuit). This was not a surprise under 
the nasty conditions, but what was a surprise was 
rapidly catching Ric Forster just after 4B and notic-
ing that the right taillight housing on his car had 
parted company. Later it was revealed that Ric had 
had a ‘moment” coming out of T3 and managed to 
brush both the tyre barrier and the concrete. Noth-
ing major from a mechanical perspective, but a few 
creases to iron out in the red Midget. 
 
 
I can’t remember whether it was in this event or in 
qualifying, but I also came upon Gary Angel’s little 
yellow Midget with a very mottled and muddied 
paint job as we entered the pits at the end of the 
event. 
 
Back to the pits and we all exchanged the usual 
tales of woe and racing’s equivalent of “fishing sto-
ries”. There was a LOT of cleaning to be done, a 
few bits to straighten out (Ric…) and a gearstick to 
free up – who needs a reverse lockout, anyway??? 
 
Bob Rowntree and Dennis Sullivan had arrived to 
lend a general hand and chew the fat with all and 
sundry during the course of the day, Colin also 
made an appearance. Their presence and advice 
very much appreciated. 
 
The second round of racing saw a continuation of 
the inclement and inconsistent weather – just taunt-
ing us with the prospect of a dry (or at least drying) 
track. Again we all stuck our heads out every 5 
minutes or so to ascertain just exactly what was 
about to happen, and again it proved futile. I have 
little memory of the race, save the very amusing 

sight of Peter Mohacsi’s pit helper rushing to the 
dummy grid with his soft top and fixing it in place as 
the rest of us sat being drenched. Too clever by 
half for me – I wish I had a soft top! I know I had a 
truly rubbish start, with second selected way too 
soon and a feeling that I might be swallowed by all 
very quickly. I had to apologise to David Baigent 
after the race as I fear I had inadvertently baulked 
him with my slow start. Andrew, on the other hand, 
had a blindingly good start and went from 4th on the 
grid to second by turn two, which he never relin-
quished, despite the efforts of the very experienced 
Ron in what should have been a faster car. A quick 
look at Natsoft reveals that it was a complete pro-
cession from then – the same order for all cars on 
each of the six soaking laps… This probably under-
states the experiences of some as conditions were 
quite treacherous and more grass appeared on the 
circuit during the course of the race. 
 
By the time of the third round of events, they had 
consolidated the two Regularity fields, which made 
for some unwanted excitement for Alan as an MX-5 
driver decided he did NOT want that tiny old 
Bugeye to pass him, despite being obviously quick-
er. Al put it down to experience and moved on. 
 
The British and Invited event had turned into 5 or 6 
Midgets and Brett Lansley as the rest of the field 
had been well and truly scared off by the weather.  
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Brett ran away again at the start and was not seen 
again until lapping the rear of the field. Andrew and 
I had a really good dice for second for the first three 
laps, not holding back at all. At one stage we both 
sailed into T2 briefly completely locked up and only 
a few metres apart. Luckily I trust him implicitly and 
we carried on. At the end of the 4th lap he made the 
slightest error at the last turn and visited the grass 
in the same place he had done so in practice. He 
very nearly could not escape due to the quagmire 
and he estimates it took him about 30 or 40 sec-
onds to do so. I have the initial spin on video from 
about 10 metres away – it was the slightest touch 
on the painted line on the outside. 
 
Apart from us swapping positions, the lap charts 
show another procession in the crappy conditions, 
but you can bet everyone had their own adventures 
and “procession” is most definitely not the right 
word for it. 
 
With the exception of Ric’s small creases and what 

I imagine is many bucket loads of mud to be re-
moved in the post-race clean up, I think we all man-
aged to come away from the weekend largely un-
scathed, which, considering the conditions, was a 
remarkable achievement. I get the imporession that 
Lyall spent much of the day chasing his tail trying to 
sort out some gremlins with the handling of his ex-
Steve Purdey Midget. But at least we all lived to 
fight another day J. 
 
Thanks go to FoSC for another enjoyable event. 
Keep an eye out for information with regard to the 
upcoming British Sports Car Challenge – current-
ly in its infancy, we are looking to make a series out 
of it in the hope of getting some of those cars that 
have been languishing in garages due to non-
compliance with Group S, or similar issues. Having 
run my Group S Midget at this event, I intend to run 
the orange flared Sprite in the next one – once I get 
some work done on it! 

Competition Corner 
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Competition Corner 

Just over 100 competitors lined up for the start of 
round 2 of the CSCA series at SMP on Sunday 
last.  The weather was clear as I drove to the track 
but started raining quite heavily as I arrived and 
hurriedly unloaded my car & stuck it in a vacant pit 
lane garage. I did not see any of my fellow SCCA 
competitors and it was only after making camp that 
I went looking for them. As is often the way at SMP 
the 8 SCCA starters were dotted all over the place 
in pit lane garages & in some of the carports. Only 
Bob Rowntree & David Hunt were together, it was 
great to see David H out again in his red Sprite after 
a 6 month absence. 

The MG Clubs did a great job of scrutineering 101 
cars quickly with no dramas. It is worth noting that a 
couple of cars (not our club) were presented with 
worn out R spec tyres and they were subsequently 
reclassified as running slicks, the alternative was to 
be sent home. Be aware that Scrutiny standards 
are being reviewed by the CSCA committee with a 
view to being more rigorous in future. I think this is 
fair because we all want to compete safely and no 
one wants to see an avoidable accident occur. 

I was a bit alarmed at my “time” for the circuit that 
had been allocated by the organiser, as it put my 
Midget in a group of supercharged Lotuses and 
many other quick cars. Having done this job myself 
for our Supersprint, I know how hard it is to get it 
right, but also know that it all works out in the end 
with competitors swapping grid positions later in the 
day. When it came down to the action I was dread-
ing another wet day after racing on the same circuit 
2 weeks ago (see separate race report) but thank-
fully when I got out onto the circuit it was predomi-
nantly dry with damp sections at the top of the hill 
as you turn onto the main straight. First run & I 
found myself jammed up behind a Lotus Exige S 
with a driver who had clearly never driven on the 
North circuit before. Thankfully he let me past & I 
had a clear run for the rest of the session. Nothing 
to report really, car running perfectly & no spins or 
incidents. 

I caught up with Andrew, Tony & Craig our MX5 
hairdresser crew. Tony reported a coil pack issue & 
was busy tracking down a spare to cure a misfire, 
Craig was going cautiously as this was the event 
where he had his big accident last year and Andrew 
reported a spin = situation normal really. 

Stephen Hooker was struggling with an electrical 
issue & only managed 3 laps sadly. 

As the day progressed track conditions improved 
and the times began to tumble. My car was behav-
ing itself and so was I, no spins or off track excur-
sions all day. The only reportable incident for me 
was when I ran out of petrol 2/3rds of my way 
through my 4th session. Pretty dumb mistake to 
make but I was able to park up in a safe place & 
have a chat with the flag marshals at turn 2. 

Tony Davis had managed to fix his misfire and was 
setting times on R spec tyres very close to those he 
had previously achieved on slicks. David Hunt had 
reported a vibration early in the day which improved 
as the flat spot at the bottom of his tyres disap-
peared during the course of the day – don’t leave 
your car strapped down on the trailer for 6 months 
David! 

Bob Rowntree’s times dropped dramatically in his 
white Bugeye as the day progressed and as he gets 
used to what is still a relatively new race car rebuild. 

Paul Hunt was finding his way around a new circuit 
in the Mighty Boy, Honda Sprite which was still run-
ning road tyres. 

Not much more to report thankfully, the day ran well 
& we all went home happy with straight cars. I was 
very pleased to be 14 seconds a lap quicker than I 
had been 2 weeks prior in the rain. 

One thing worth mentioning is that class D has 
been split into Classic & Modern. Hence a lot of our 
cars that were previously in D1 are now D1C.  This 
change was made at the request of the Jaguar club 
where many of their cars are D4 and fall in the 
same class as the Supercharged Lotus Exiges, 
where clearly they cannot compete.  It doesn’t really 
matter to us but car you please update your details 
in CAMS Event Entry from D1 to D1C. People with 
C1, B1 or A1 cars are not affected. 

Natsoft results are here http://
racing.natsoft.com.au/results/#2  

 

 

 

Regards 

David Baigent - SCCA Club Captain   
M +61 407137776  

CSCA Round 2 Report. Sydney Motorsport Park, Druitt circuit Sunday 2
nd

 April, Event run 
by MGCC Sydney & MGCC Newcastle. 

http://racing.natsoft.com.au/results/#2
http://racing.natsoft.com.au/results/#2
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Competition Corner 

Competitor Vehicle 
SCCA 
Class 

Overall Po-
sition 

CSCA 
Class 

Posi-
tion 
in 
Clas Lap Time 

Tony Davis Mazda MX5 Associate 24 3BM 2 1:16.8082 

Stephen Hooker Jedi Mk. 4 Associate 29 R3 5 1:17.5346 

Craig Barney Mazda MX5 Associate 43 3AM 3 1:18.9138 

Andrew 
McLaughlin Mazda MX5 Associate 51 3AM   1:20.5569 

David Baigent MG Midget 
Sprite/
Midget 56 D1C 1 1:21.2967 

David Hunt AH Sprite 
Sprite/
Midget 63 D1C 2 1:222.5071 

Bob Rowntree AH Sprite 
Sprite/
Midget 70 R3 1 1:23.8336 

Paul Hunt 
AH Sprite 
(Honda) Associate 98 R1 1 1:35.9988 

Just Chillin’ 

L—R 

Bob Rowntree, 

Dennis Sullivan &  

David Baigent 
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Club Point Scores 

Club Championship  

Pos Name  Points 

1 Rodney Pringle 140 

2 David Baigent 120 

3 Michael Meadows 110 

4 David Laing 100 

5 Paul Hunt 83 

6 Paul Barbara 80 

6 Mary Barbara 80 

6 Dennis Maher 80 

6 Scheryl Maher 80 

6 Madonna Pringle 80 

11 Gregory Holden 70 

11 Leah Holden 70 

13 Kevin Green 60 

13 Juliet Richardson 60 

13 Keith Smith 60 

16 Leslie Payne 59 

17 Barry Cockayne 50 

17 Susan Cockayne 50 

17 Graham Dickie 50 

17 Catherine Dickie 50 

17 Avis Fowler 50 

17 Bev Laing 50 

23 Brian Copland 40 

23 Gail Copland 40 

23 Stephen Dive 40 

23 Colin Dodds 40 

23 Alan Edwards 40 

23 Annemieke Edwards 40 

23 Ron Farlow 40 

23 Margaret Farlow 40 

23 Richard Forster 40 

23 Barry Taylor 40 

23 Graham Wells 40 

34 Tony Davis 39 

34 Stephen Hooker 39 

36 Craig Barney 36 

37 Eleanor Baigent 30 

37 Leslie Bryant 30 

37 Warren Lawlor 30 

37 Annie Lawlor 30 

37 Elise Manewell 30 

Pos Name  Points 

37 Graham McDonald 30 

37 Joan McDonald 30 

37 Barry Noakes 30 

37 Dianne Rankine 30 

37 George Ritchie 30 

37 Carolyn Ritchie 30 

37 Sandy Thomas 30 

37 Bob Thomas 30 

50 Ryan Allen 20 

50 Robert Allen 20 

50 Bruce Charleston 20 

50 Andrew Dodd 20 

50 John Drury 20 

50 Dianne Drury 20 

50 Raymond Fahey 20 

50 Jean Haavasalu 20 

50 Rob Howes 20 

50 Les Mann 20 

50 Michael Mifsud 20 

50 Brian Pennington 20 

50 Eian Poustie 20 

50 Harley Pringle 20 

50 Greg Ryan 20 

50 Mark Sheppeard 20 

50 Beryle Taylor 20 

50 Brian Thompson 20 

50 Paul Unicomb 20 

50 Andrew Walker 20 

50 Amanda Walker 20 

50 Dennis Weatherall 20 

50 Liz Wells 20 

73 David Hunt 19 

74 Robert Rowntree 18 

75 Andrew McLaughlin 17 

76 Kirsty Allen 10 

76 Olivia Allen 10 

76 Sienna Allen 10 

76 William Baigent 10 

76 Carol Dodds 10 

76 Chong Ly Hoang 10 

76 Bruce Miles 10 
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Club Point Scores 
Sprite Social Championship  

Pos Name  Points 

1 Rodney Pringle 140 

2 David Laing 90 

2 Michael Meadows 90 

4 David Baigent 80 

5 Madonna Pringle 60 

6 Barry Cockayne 50 

6 Susan Cockayne 50 

8 Graham Dickie 40 

8 Catherine Dickie 40 

8 Stephen Dive 40 

8 Bev Laing 40 

8 Juliet Richardson 40 

8 Keith Smith 40 

14 Eleanor Baigent 30 

14 Paul Barbara 30 

14 Mary Barbara 30 

14 Paul Hunt 30 

14 George Ritchie 30 

14 Carolyn Ritchie 30 

20 Bruce Charleston 20 

20 Brian Copland 20 

20 Gail Copland 20 

20 Raymond Fahey 20 

20 Avis Fowler 20 

20 Rob Howes 20 

20 Les Mann 20 

20 Leslie Payne 20 

20 Brian Pennington 20 

20 Dianne Rankine 20 

20 Mark Sheppeard 20 

20 Sandy Thomas 20 

20 Bob Thomas 20 

20 Paul Unicomb 20 

20 Andrew Walker 20 

20 Amanda Walker 20 

20 Dennis Weatherall 20 

37 William Baigent 10 

37 Leslie Bryant 10 

37 Colin Dodds 10 

37 Bruce Miles 10 

37 Peter Miles 10 

37 Ross Reichardt 10 

Ladies Championship  

Pos Name  Points 

1 Mary Barbara 80 

1 Scheryl Maher 80 

1 Madonna Pringle 80 

4 Leah Holden 70 

5 Juliet Richardson 60 

6 Susan Cockayne 50 

6 Catherine Dickie 50 

6 Avis Fowler 50 

6 Bev Laing 50 

10 Gail Copland 40 

10 Annemieke Edwards 40 

10 Margaret Farlow 40 

13 Eleanor Baigent 30 

13 Annie Lawlor 30 

13 Elise Manewell 30 

13 Joan McDonald 30 

13 Dianne Rankine 30 

13 Carolyn Ritchie 30 

13 Sandy Thomas 30 

20 Dianne Drury 20 

20 Beryle Taylor 20 

20 Amanda Walker 20 

20 Liz Wells 20 

24 Kirsty Allen 10 

24 Olivia Allen 10 

24 Sienna Allen 10 

24 Carol Dodds 10 

Sprite Drivers Championship  

Pos Name  Points 

1 David Baigent 40 

2 David Hunt 19 

2 Leslie Payne 19 

4 Robert Rowntree 18 
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Club Point Scores 

Assoc. Social Championship  

Pos Name  Points 

1 Dennis Maher 80 

1 Scheryl Maher 80 

3 Gregory Holden 70 

3 Leah Holden 70 

5 Kevin Green 60 

6 Paul Barbara 50 

6 Mary Barbara 50 

8 Alan Edwards 40 

8 Annemieke Edwards 40 

8 Ron Farlow 40 

8 Margaret Farlow 40 

8 Richard Forster 40 

8 Barry Taylor 40 

8 Graham Wells 40 

15 Colin Dodds 30 

15 Avis Fowler 30 

15 Warren Lawlor 30 

15 Annie Lawlor 30 

15 Elise Manewell 30 

15 Graham McDonald 30 

15 Joan McDonald 30 

15 Barry Noakes 30 

23 Ryan Allen 20 

23 Robert Allen 20 

23 Leslie Bryant 20 

23 Brian Copland 20 

23 Gail Copland 20 

23 Andrew Dodd 20 

23 John Drury 20 

23 Dianne Drury 20 

23 Jean Haavasalu 20 

23 Paul Hunt 20 

23 Michael Meadows 20 

23 Michael Mifsud 20 

23 Leslie Payne 20 

23 Eian Poustie 20 

23 Madonna Pringle 20 

23 Harley Pringle 20 

23 Juliet Richardson 20 

23 Greg Ryan 20 

23 Keith Smith 20 

23 Beryle Taylor 20 

Pos Name  Points 

23 Brian Thompson 20 

23 Liz Wells 20 

45 Kirsty Allen 10 

45 Olivia Allen 10 

45 Sienna Allen 10 

45 Graham Dickie 10 

45 Catherine Dickie 10 

45 Carol Dodds 10 

45 Chong Ly Hoang 10 

45 David Laing 10 

45 Bev Laing 10 

45 Gary Pope 10 

45 Dianne Rankine 10 

45 Robert Smith 10 

45 Sandy Thomas 10 

45 Bob Thomas 10 

45 Andrew Woodall 10 

Assoc. Drivers Championship  

Pos Name  Points 

1 Tony Davis 39 

1 Stephen Hooker 39 

3 Craig Barney 36 

4 Paul Hunt 33 

5 Andrew McLaughlin 17 

Juniors Championship  

Pos Name  Points 

1 Eleanor Baigent 30 

1 Elise Manewell 30 

3 Olivia Allen 10 

3 Sienna Allen 10 

3 William Baigent 10 

3 Peter Miles 10 
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Torque Trader 

1969 MG Midget Mark III— For Sale 

This lovey little car, with a long history of Club mem-

ber ownership and service and parts records to 

match, is looking for her new home. 

British Racing Green with black white piped interior. 

She has a 1275 motor and is a consistent award 

winner. 

Asking Price $16,900 

Contact Rob Howes on 0409 332 363 

 
Gregory Strange Motor Mechanic 

Sydney home of Sprite’s and Big Healeys’ 

Sympathetic servicing and repairs to most              

     English and Classic Sports Cars.   

We also look after your daily drives. 

All employees are SPRITE CLUB members 

Associated with the Sprite Club since the 1970’s 

117 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, 2008 

 

Phone 93192299 0412 811 958 
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Austin Healey Sprite MkIIIA, 1964, Nurburg White 

with black stripes and black spoked knock-off wire 

wheels, NSW Registered ZBW293 and CTP until 21 

Jan 2018.  

It has a 1275cc fast road motor with twin 1 1/2" SU 

carburettors, extractors, standard helical ribbed 

gearbox, and an open 3.9:1 diff, all of unknown age 

and wear, but in good condition. 

It comes complete with competition roll-over bar 

which fits under the soft-top, soft-top (patched) with 

frame, luggage rack on boot lid, spare wire wheel 

set of 4+1 (silver spokes) with legal tread road tyres, 

a box of spares including a new clutch assembly, 

hose pipes, fan belts, etc, two spare rear axles, and 

an existing anniversary metal grill badge. There is 

no heater, air-con or radio. A used but good condi-

tion Australian made Quaife type LSD centre is 

available for an extra $400. 

The CAMS log book (Historic Group Sb No: H1141) 

would be transferred along with the existing 6-point 

harness belt (not necessarily in date) with 6-point 

eye-bolt mounts for both seats, battery isolation 

switch, and fire extinguisher. It has recently been 

serviced and has a new battery, new water pump, 

handbrake mounting and new brake pads and 

shoes. Still goes well, reliably, and economically. It 

even occasionally wins a concourse and an econo-

my run. 

Yes, it does need the rear springs re-tempered, and 

probably better shocks all around. I haven't done 

more than a couple of thousand miles since I bought 

it from another Sprite Club member eight years ago. 

 $11,000. o.n.o. 

Ric Forster    m: 0409 225 613 

Torque Trader 

For Sale 
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Austin Healey Sprite MK2A 1964  - $6,500 

Operational with current WA registration - located Eastern suburbs Sydney. 

Some rust in lower panels and bonnet. 

A great solid model for full restoration - includes tonneau and white hard top. 

(note: the photo is not the same car but of a similar model and colour car - actual car is Aust right hand 
steering). 

Contact : Jay  
mbl 0423 022 626 

Torque Trader 

Not the car for sale but a reasonable facsimile there of. 

Owner interstate at time of publishing. 

From: robin connaughton [mailto:robinconnaughton@hotmail.com]  
Subject: Sprite item for sale 

I 'm not connected with Sprites any more ( actually, a 2000 Datsun, now, sorry) but many years ago I 
mechanicked for a bloke who was racing a Mk 1 Sprite. While clearing out my house for moving I found I 
still have the old  Sprite Special Tuning manual, AKD 1021A. Before putting it up on Gumtree or E-bay, I 
wondered if you might run an ad in your journal in case any of your members are interested in making an 
offer  for it. Its in pretty good condition, no damage or tears, all complete with subsequent BMC corrections 
and edits. I've included a couple of pictures 

mailto:robinconnaughton@hotmail.com


 

Sprite Torque April 2017  Page 30 

Club Regalia  

If you would like one or more logos, it can arranged for an additional 
cost. 

Prices do NOT include postage. 

Contact Avis or Elise 0412 051 594 or regalia@spriteclub.com 

Summer Range 

Sprite Hats 

$15 

Mens Jacket sizes from 

Small to 3XL 

 

Ladies Jackets sizes from 

8 - 20 

All these items can be ordered with your choice of logo: 

Cable Knit 

Scarf 

$15 

Midget 
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Meeting Minutes 

11th APRIL, 2017 

Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta 
Meeting commenced: 7.32pm  
       

Present:   Committee members: Greg Holden, Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Ron Farlow, Kerry Smith, 
Barry Cockayne, David Laing, David Baigent. 

       Members: Harley Pringle 

Apologies:  Colin Dodds, Wendy Gibbs, Sue Cockayne, Les Payne. 

Minutes of  Previous Meeting:  Minutes of the previous meeting were presented by Graham Wells.  
Ron Farlow advised that Harley Pringle & Leah Holden had been left off the apologies. Moved ac-
cepted Barry Cockayne, seconded David Laing. Carried. 

Business Arising:  None other than items covered later in the agenda. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Graham Wells presented a report from Les Payne. 

  General Account:   

Opening balance                                                    $20,238.03 

Payments            $1,814.02 

Deposits            $390.00 

Closing balance 30/3                                              $18,814.01 

Savings Account: 

  Opening balance                                                     $20,582.03 

  Interest                                                                    $9.98 

                        Closing balance   30/3                                             $20,592.01 

Business Transaction Account: 

                        Opening balance                                                       $4,830.35 

                        Payments                                                                  $1,318.00 

  Bank Fee               $10.00 

  Closing balance     30/3                                             $3,502.35  

  Total Cash in Bank                                                                          $42,908.37 

 Moved accepted David Laing, seconded Rod Pringle. Carried. 

Secretary’s Report:  Graham Wells reported correspondence: 

Incoming: 

-CAMS Speedread 

-Email report Les Payne 

-BMC Leyland Heritage re meeting. 

- Magazines: Mascot, T Read, Goblins Gazette, Mini Car Club. 



 

Sprite Torque April 2017  Page 32 

Meeting Minutes Continued 

Social Events:  Reported by Rod Pringle: 

-The wrong brochure for NMHD was printed in Sprite Torque. We are going to Penrith which is correct in 
the calendar. 

Rod suggested an alternate venue at Rosehill for Tuesday evenings. It has a number of food outlets, 
plenty of parking & seating. After discussion it was decided to try from the June date. Rod will put a notice 
or flyer in Sprite Torque. 

Another week-end away is suggested for September or October. Venue to be decided but perhaps south 
or south-west of Sydney. 

The AHOC has invited us to a BBQ at Parramatta Park for Donald Healey’s birthday on Sunday, July 9th. 

Coming events for next 6 months are: 

-Sunday, April 16th Run to Megalong Valley Tea Rooms 

-Tuesday, April 18th Harry’s Café de Wheels 

-Friday, April 28th Run to Eling Forest Winery. 

-Sunday, May 7th Gosford Motor Museum. 

-Tuesday, May16th  Harry’s Café de Wheels 

-Sunday, May 21st National Motoring Heritage Day, Penrith. 

-Friday, May 26th Drive to Shellharbour Village 

-June 10-12th  long weekend away with Qld club at Grafton. 

-Friday, June 16th Drive to Kangaroo Valley 

-Tuesday, June 20th  Rosehill. 

-Saturday, July 8th Technical Meeting at VG Paints. 

-Sunday, July 9th Donald Healey’s Birthday at Parramatta Park. 

-Sunday, July 16th Fish & Chip Run to Palm Beach. 

-Tuesday, July 18th Rosehill. 

-Saturday, July 29th Technical Meeting at Brett’s Automotive. 

-July TBA  Christmas in July 

-Friday, July 21st Drive to Cliffhanger Café, Bulli.  

- Sunday,August 13th Shannons Day 

-Tuesday, July 15th Rosehill. 

-Friday, August 25th Drive to Berrima. 

- Sunday, August 27th All British Display Day. 

-Saturday, September 9th Drive in Movies. 

-Sunday, September 24
th
 SCCA Supersprint at SMSP. 
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Meeting Minutes Continued 

CAMS/CMC:  Barry Cockayne. 

Barry unable to attend the State Council meeting but David Healy was present.  

No report but main item of business was the election protocols. 

The Auto Cycle Union abandonment of the Nowra development was reported & circulated. 

 

Competition & CSCA:  David Baigent reported. 

-Round 2 of CSCA was MGCC at SMSP on April 2nd.  A report has been written for Sprite Torque. 

- FOSC was on March 18th at SMSP with nine members competing. Nick Sebesfi is writing a report. 

-HSRCA was at Wakefield Park last week-end with about 6 members competing. 

-Next CSCA round is Jaguar Drivers at SMSP on May 13th. 

-David will draft sub-regs. for our Supersprint on Sept.24th 

 

Sprite Torque:  Greg Holden reported for Wendy Gibbs. 

This month edition well underway. Reports & articles need this week. 

 

Technical Meetings:   

- VG Auto Paints meeting is on July 8th with Mini Car Club. 

- Brett’s Automotive meeting is on July 29th. 

 

Membership:  Barry Cockayne reported for Sue Cockayne. 

-Five new member applications this month: 

Max Squires of Greystanes who has an MGB. 

Merilyn & Barry Moore of Baulkham Hills who have a Cooper S. 

Shane & Sophie Azar of Cromer. No vehicle specified. 

All proposed Barry Cockayne, seconded Greg Holden. Carried. 

-Graham Wells presented a summary of this financial year’s income & expenses to date. We are showing 
a surplus of funds which should more than cover expense until year end. After discussion all present 
agreed there was no need to change membership fees for the incoming year. Greg Holden will contact 
Ross Reichardt & ensure we have the up to date membership for on the web-site. The form will be pub-
lished in Sprite Torque. Greg will also check with Ross how we can send it out electronically. 

-One new members used the old form without the part year membership prices & paid a full year. Graham 
Wells will issue part refunds. 



 

Sprite Torque April 2017  Page 34 

Meeting Minutes Continued 

Club Point Score:  

Graham Wells presented some statistics on participation in events & points for the social point score. After 
discussion Greg Holden moved, seconded Barry Cockayne that participation in the Friday events be allo-
cated 10 points the same as Tuesday events. Carried. 

Shannons Day: Graham Wells reported no correspondence from CMC & he will follow-up before next 
meeting.  

Display Day:   

-Greg Holden has spoken to AHOC regarding their involvement. It is being discussed at their club meeting 
tomorrow night. 

-David Laing will do a promotion for Sprite Torque & send out an Email. 

-We will do the Concourse & present the annual trophies on the day. Ron Farlow is looking at trophies 
with the budget the same as last year. Greg Holden to give the perpetual trophies & names to Ron Farlow. 

-Budget for the event is $5000 as per last year. 

-Greg Holden will ask Colin Dodds if he can construct the entry data base. 

-We will use meal tickets as per last year. Graham Wells to get a small club stamp for raffle tickets etc. 

-Jobs will be allocated to people for tasks such as traffic control closer to the day. 

Drive to Survive: Greg Holden will follow-up this week with Anthony Barbara regarding the poster for 
Sprite Torque.  

General Business: 

-Wendy Gibbs asked by Email what was the status of our year of joining recognition by CAMS.  Barry 
Cockayne will check with David Healy re the information we provided. 

      Meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 

Next meeting:  May 9th, 2017 in the Lachlan Room at Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie 
Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m. 
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Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc 
Membership Application 

2016/2017 
 

SCCA Memberships are for a 12 month period from 1st July to the following 30th June. New members joining between 
July and December pay a full year's fee. There is a reduced fee for new members joining between January and June. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Membership of the SCCA will entitle you to take part in both social and competition events organised by the SCCA and 
other associated Clubs.  You will be covered under the public liability insurance issued to the Club by CAMS.  You will 
also be entitled to NSW Historic Conditional Registration for one or more of your vehicles subject to them meeting the 
requirements of the Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. and the RMS.  You will be entitled to vote at any General Meeting 
and at the Annual General Meeting. You will have access to the monthly edition of Sprite Torque, available on the Club's 
web site.   Family membership is two adults and any children under the age of 18. 

 
I hereby apply to renew membership of the Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. I state that I am not aware of any 
reason why I would be ineligible for membership of a CAMS affiliated club or its associated entities, and further 
that I agree to conform with the Constitution of the Club (copy available on request for 'members area' of 
www.spriteclub.com. 

 
Signed: ................................................................................... 
Date: / / 2017 

 

Name (Please print when filling out the form) 
 
First Name 

 
Surname 

Date of 
Birth 

 
Email address 

Member 
Number 

     

     

     

     

Address details 
Street Suburb State Postcode 

    

Phone numbers 
Home Business Mobile 

   

 

Cars 
Make Model Year Colour Condition Rego No. 

      

      

 

Sprite Torque hard copy 
If you wish, we can mail you a hard copy of Sprite Torque each month for a fee of $20 per year. 

 

Fees - Family membership is two adults and any children under the age of 18. 

Single Sprite Torque by Electronic download $30.00 $ 
Family Sprite Torque by Electronic download $35.00 $ 
Hard copy of Sprite Torque by post  -  add cost to membership $10.00 $ 
Total Forwarded  $ 

Payments can be made by Cheque, Money order or cash enclosed with your Membership Form or by EFT. The details 
are:-   BSB 062-309 A/C 1000 4231 Reference (Membership No or Full Name) 

 

Membership Secretary 
S.C.C.A Membership, 
PO Box 242, 
GLADESVILLE NSW 1675 

 
membership@spriteclub.com 
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