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Interesting Items 

The Sprite Car Club of Australia (SCCA) now has a facebook page. I’m excited! Pop on over and have a 

look. Harley Pringle has done a great job to get it up and running. 

 

 

My apologies to Alan Sebesfi for not noting his photos in last months magazine for the Sprite Car Club 
Round of the Combined Sports Car Association (CSCA) at Sydney Motorsport Park 

 

Getting into the Christmas spirit in July. 20 people attended the Wentworth Falls Country Club. We wore 
our party hats. Everyone had a great time. The food was delicious but, boy was it cold and windy when 
you jumped into your car afterwards. 

No one was brave enough to drive their Sprite there with the roof off. (These words from a contributor) 

These words from the Editor : 

What is the Club coming to when you have to put the roof up? 

We used to pride ourselves on being roofless! 

Chris Dimmock even did a trip to the snow 

Rooflessly—Note: Skis on the passenger’s seat 
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Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. 
ABN: 62879038-526 

 

Club Patron: John Sprinzel 

Marque Mentors 

Mk 1 Sprite Greg Holden 0408777936, Colin Dodds 0414 789 263 

Mk 2 Sprite Neil Scott 0409 326 021 

Mk 3 Sprite Greg Strange 02 9909 8607, Kevin Sly 02 9604 2010 

Mk 3 Midget Position Vacant but Colin Dodds 0414 789 263 may be able to assist 

1500 Midget Position Vacant 

 

 
S.C.C.A 

P.O. Box 696 
Kingswood. NSW 2747 

 

Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com 

Snail Mail to : 202 Fitzroy Street, Grafton. NSW 2460 

(magazine contributions close 20th of each month) 

 

General Meetings 

Parramatta RSL Club—2 Macquarie St, Parramatta. NSW 1250 

2nd Tuesday of each month starting at 7:30pm—Lachlan Room 

 

S.C.C.A. WEBSITE: www.spriteclub.com 

(View Sprite Torque in colour in the MEMBERS ONLY section) 

 

S.C.C.A. Email List: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
spridgets-aus 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Committee positions are all honourary 

and are undertaken by private individuals in their spare time. 

Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may 

prefer to call you back at a time more convenient for themselves. 

The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for 

the accuracy or reliability of articles, correspondence, opinions or 

advertisements contained herein. 

Committee 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Barry Cockayne 

0427 066 878 

vicepresi-
dent@spriteclub.com 

MEMBERSHIP  

Sue Cockayne 

membership@spriteclub.com 

SOCIAL DIRECTOR 

Rod Pringle 

0448 009 223 

social@spritecub.com 

CLUB CAPTAIN 

David Baigent 

captain@spriteclub.com 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Wendy Gibbs 

0458 427 332 

editor@spriteclub.com 

C.S.C.A DELEGATE 

David Baigent 

REGISTRAR &  

CLUB PLATES 

Colin Dodds 

0414789263 

registrar@spriteclub.com 

REGALIA 

Avis Fowler 

(02)4729 3726 

regalia@spriteclub.com 

CLUB WEBSITE 

Ross Reichardt 

Spriteclub@spriteclub.com 

(02) 9980 6843 

CAMS DELEGATE 

Barry Cockayne 

0427 066 878 

LIBRARIAN 

Dave Lawrence 

(02) 9810 8982 

librarian@spriteclub.com 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Kerry Smith 

David Laing 

Ron Farlow 

Colin Dodds 

PRESIDENT 

Greg Holden 

0408777936 

president@spriteclub.com 

SECRETARY 

Graham Wells 

(02)9654 1344 

secretary@spriteclub.com 

TREASURER 

Les Payne 

0415 826 650 

treasurer@spriteclub.com 
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Presidents Report 

Well what a month! 

 
Some of you may know that I finished my old job in 
April this year and started a new endeavour in 
June. Well, it has been flat out and I have struggled 
to get all the SCCA stuff done. 

Emails have been checked most days but it did al-
low me to reflect on the free rein that Mike allowed 
me  at Swans. I know that the phone bill was the 
highest in the company and I would be almost cer-
tain SCCA calls bumped it up. I am even running 
my emails under a separate tablet. So a big thank 
you to MS for his help. 

 
It will work out good and I do have a bit to do at 
work that takes up most of my days and a bit more. 
It has also seen me spend little time on Sprites over 
the past few months. 

 
I need to give a big thank you to Paul Barbara as 
he spent a good bit of time getting the Orange 
Sprite running well and it will be right to send off to 
the ALB in a week or so. 

 
The ABD has come up on us very quickly and while 
I was off work Kerry and his band of merry men 
worked hard on the organising of the day. A big 
thank you in advance of  the day as i am almost 
certain it will be good. 

  
We have been very fortunate lately to be develop-
ing a nice relationship with our big Healey friends 
and the Donald Healey birthday along with a few 
concourse events has seen the relationship flour-
ish.  

 
The ABD will get no different this year and we will 
see a joint effort in catering for the day and next 
year will see us join in joint committee efforts for the 
2017 day. 

 
I would hope in the years to come this will be one of 
the biggest on our calendar every year “the trucks” 
mixing with us, not just along side us. 

 
I know that Patrick is putting together a great  mag-
azine for all states and the big Healey’s and the lat-
est mag saw an article on a Bugeye Sprite. 

 
Patrick has approached the SCCA and it would be 
excellent to be working with him, however we have 
struggled to come to grips with the financial aspects 
along with how we tie it in with our magazine and 
communication. 

We have been busy at home and have had a few 
fires and the new neighbour has been helpful while 
I have helped him as well. 

The ABD should mark the time when we get our 
Sprites out and have them ready for summer runs. 
We also need some suggestions for runs and any 
would be greatly appreciated by Rod and Madonna  

That’s it from me 
Go the Wallabies  

WARNING 

Help stop more gratuitous photos and articles 

of Esme Sprite and her adventures  

SEND MORE ARTICLES! 
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We were invited to a tech day at Vince’s place, 
Platinum Smash. It was a fine and warm day, hard-
ly a cloud in the sky. I took the Lane Cove Tunnel, 
the car sounded great. Arrived at Vince’s place as 
they were setting up, there were some Healey’s 
and a Sprite already parked inside, I parked outside 
then moved the car inside. 
 
 
 

Vince was working on a Pontiac Convertible as you 

can see in the picture above, a Healey which had 

been stripped and having body work done. Vince 

showed us how to prepare a panel, getting high 

and low spots out. 

 

 

 

 

 

In The Booth his painter showed how easy it was 

(Yea Right) to spray paint a door, starting with the 

undercoat and putting on final coats, including 

clear. Spray Painting and panel beating are crafts 

which take many years to perfect, getting and old 

panel straight and perfect, than applying paint to 

get a perfect finish, is something I envy, and above 

all the patience. 

Vince was also building a Fiberglass Healey Trailer, 

great idea maybe we should get one for the Sprite. 

There was a great Sausage Sizzle which was fol-

lowed by a raffle where everybody won a prize, I 

won a shirt. 

It was a very informative day, and were all taught a 

lot, these days a great for learning and there are 

lots that we gain from these masters in their trade. 

 

 

 

Tech Day @Vince Cessario (Platinum Smash) 
Pictures & Written by Rod Pringle. 
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Once again it is this time of the year, spring has 

started and it is time to get the cars out of mothballs 

and into the fantastic weather. Not to hot not to cold 

just right, than again any time is Sprite Time. We all 

met at the Prospect Hotel, there were seven Sprites 

and a Morris Van riding shot gun, Greg was already 

there.  

It looked great having seven Sprites in convoy, with 

a Morris Van riding shotgun. 

At the day there are over 1900 veteran & classic 

vehicles from over 150 clubs on display and on pa-

rade, including cars, motorbikes, scooters and mili-

tary vehicles, police vehicles, ambulances & fire 

engines. There are many fine and rare cars of 

which I would be proud to own, one of my favour-

ites was a 57 Caddy pictured below,  

There were all sorts of cars brands to many to 

name. This would be a great cruising car on a Sat-

urday night, even though you would need a petrol 

station on every second corner. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great cars, great day, great weather, where is the 
Sprite Hat? 

Shannon’s Day at Eastern Creek 

Pictures & Written by Rod Pringle 



 

Sprite Torque August 2016  Page 7 

When we first moved to Grafton in 2010, we joined 

the local Vintage Car Club. However, with Esme 

Sprite off the road more than she was on, we let 

our membership lapse. We then joined the Grafton 

Sporting Car Club as they run the local hillclimb 

and we still had a sporty Nissan to play with. 

Esme is now back from the National Challenge 

Challenge (no that’s not a typo) at last. 

 

 

 

 

 

We rejoined the Vintage Club at their Opening Dis-

play Day. Clarence Valley Council has given them 

an disused oval and a Clubhouse. The club has 

restored the clubhouse and canteen beautifully. Alt-

hough no motorsport is permitted on the oval—

darn! - it is a rather fabulous area for displays.  

 

 

 

Bert and Gwen Langford were spending a week at 

Wooli (a local beach/river township) and came 

along to check the cars out. It’s always great to 

catch up fellow Sprite Car Club folk. 

 

 

 

 

There was a wide range of cars on display includ-

ing this one. A Nash Metropolitan with Sprite run-

ning gear and a BMC B 

Series engine. 

 

 

Esme even featured in the local Daily Examiner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great day out with friends. 

Wendy Gibbs 

(Yes, I cheated with the photo) 

Clarence Chronicles 
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This year’s Christmas in July was held at Went-

worth Falls Country Club in the Blue Mountains. 

This year we tried a change of venue. It was held 

on a Saturday night which may have been the rea-

son for the low numbers. However, whilst we did 

not have quantity, we certainly had quality. 

The meal was really filling, with no-one complaining 

about the amount of food. In fact, dessert became a 

challenge in itself. We were all full. 

There was the usual fun and frivolity with Christmas 

crackers and the lame jokes as well as the required 

party hats. Where was Janina with her Christmas 

earrings? 

The weather was definitely traditional Christmas 

with a gale blowing and 2c according to the car. 

Brrr. 

We headed off into the gloomy weather about 

9.30pm for the drive back to Sydney. 

Who went? 

Steve Dive, Anne Bright and Ray (all the way from 

Port Stephens), Greg and Leah Holden with Leah’s 

Mum, Carmen, Graham and Liz Wells, Paul and 

May Barbara, Les Payne and Dianne Rankin, 

Heather Briggs (her first Sprite event), Kevin and 

Wendy Green and  Avis Fowler. 

Christmas In July 2016 

Words and Pictures by Avis Fowler 
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Saturday 21st August saw a number of technically 

minded people and those who wanted to ask dumb 

questions but have always been too afraid to ask 

meet at Penrith Muffler Man’s workshop. 

We started with a BBQ. Thanks to Elise, Beryle, 

Leah and Janet King from the Lion’s Pride Club for 

helping out.  

When all were fed and watered, we sat down for 

Andrew and Michael Woodall to show us the latest 

in muffler technology. Believe it or not, you can 

now get an exhaust that is remote controlled that 

will adjust the sound of your car. It can sound like a 

V8 at 200kms or be as quiet as a Toyota. There is 

also an APP for it. As if we need more gadgets to 

distract us from driving. Andrew answered many 

questions about the benefits of different exhausts. 

Hopefully many of our members found the day en-

lightening as well as entertaining.  

Thanks to Andrew and Michael for hosting us for 

the afternoon. Many were interested in the Woodall 

Collection of cars on show as well as having a look 

at projects in the workshop. 

Who went? 

Paul Hunt (Sprite), Avis and Elise (Ute) Denis Ma-

her (Mini), Andrew and Michael Woodall (Plus 8 

Replica, MGY, Slotus, Spitfire), David McIntyre, 

Greg Ryan (MX5), Greg and Leah Holden 

(Ute) ,Steve dive (Triumph), Paul Barbara (Sprite), 

Barry and Beryle Taylor (Z4), David Rammage, 

Bruce Pearce (Morris Minor), Kerry Smith, Ron 

Farlow, Warren Lawlor, Brian Pennington (Sprite), 

Rod Pringle (Sprite), Plus a number of members 

from the Lions Pride Club 

Penrith Muffler Man Tech Day 
by Avis Fowler 
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Our meeting point for the April Friday run was the Old 
Tullimbah Inn west of Albion Park where the homemade 
scones were still warm from the oven. A large group of 13 
cars and 26 people had assembled for a very special outing. 
Although the weather wasn’t fabulous (and not everyone had 
brought their Sprite as a result) there was considerable inter-
est in our destination. 
 
The impressive Nan Tien Temple is situated just south of Wol-
longong and faces west towards the distinctive shapes of 
Mount Keira and Mount Kembla on the Illawarra escarpment. 
It is one of the branch temples of Fo Guang Shan, founded in 
1965 by Venerable Master Hsing Yun, which has over 200 
branches worldwide. "Nan Tien" in Chinese literally means 
"Paradise of the South" and it is the biggest Buddhist temple 
in the southern hemisphere. 

Since the opening of the temple in October 1995, it has be-
come a popular tourist venue and acts as an important cultural 
centre bridging different cultures. The buildings and temples 
are stunning and the grounds have been beautifully land-
scaped so that the whole place is wonderfully peaceful, inter-
esting and inspiring. 
 
We spent quite a while wandering around the courtyard, tem-
ples and gardens and many of us also enjoyed an exhibition 
of paintings combining Buddhist beliefs with modern concepts 
and technology. The artist was even present to help explain 
her artworks which were quite amazing in their detail and cre-
ativity. 
 
In keeping with the cultural theme, lunch was a slightly differ-
ent-from-normal experience in the vegetarian-only dining 
room, and perhaps to our surprise, everyone thoroughly en-
joyed their meal! 
 

In May we settled back into our more regular Friday drive rou-
tine with morning tea at the Robertson Pie Shop (those berry 
pies with cream are a must!) before a drive along the pretty 
Tourist Road to Mittagong, then via Berrima to Moss Vale. 
 
Lunch was at the Moss Vale pub, which is always a favourite 
(especially the pizzas) and their log fire is also very welcome 
in winter. 
 
And so on to June with another outing ‘up’ the escarpment… 

The Common Ground Café and Bakery is located at the his-

toric 1849 Razorback Inn to the east of Picton near the Razor-

back range. The Café is renowned for its organic range of 

specialty artisan breads and pastries and the Inn also boasts 

a 100 year-old woolshed. 

 
Since we were a group of 26 people, we had lunch in a large 

room to ourselves at the back of the pub (next to the wool-

shed) with its own roaring fire. It was very pleasant and the 

food was great. 

 

In the afternoon, by special invitation, we were very fortunate 

to be able to visit Chris and Priscilla Manion’s private collec-

tion of cars. There were all different models and eras repre-

sented and Chris took us on a wonderful guided tour through 

motoring history. Thank you both so much! 

 
In July the two groups (south coasters and southern highland-

ers) met at Jamberoo – it was a smaller group today and hard-

ly any Sprites due to the inclement weather. Never mind, we 

enjoyed a drive to Kiama and then down to Gerroa to the Boat 

Fisherman’s Club for lunch. Another favourite venue 

(especially the sticky date pudding!) 

 

Over lunch we watched grey sheets of rain coming in from the 

ocean across Seven Mile Beach and then copped it ourselves 

just as we were climbing back into the cars. I guess we can’t 

have wonderful weather every time. 

 
 

Friday drives from April to August 

Sign at a tyre shop. 

Invite us to your next blow-
out 
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Over lunch we watched grey sheets of rain coming in from the 

ocean across Seven Mile Beach and then copped it ourselves 

just as we were climbing back into the cars. I guess we can’t 

have wonderful weather every time. 

 

And finally, the August run, for which the weather was a perfect 

sunny winter’s day and quite warm really. We all met up at Ru-

by’s in Bulli and in a way our drive complemented the day in 

April when we’d visited the Nan Tien Temple. This is because 

we drove up Bulli Pass and via Mount Ousley and Picton Roads 

to Mount Keira Road. Here we visited the lookout at Mount Kei-

ra with its panoramic views across Wollongong north and south. 

We could clearly see the Temple with its distinctive red roof 

tiles. 

 
We then drove along Harry Graham Drive which links Mount 

Keira and the historic mining village of Mount Kembla on the 

slopes of the Illawarra escarpment. The tragic mining disaster 

of 1902 took the lives of 95 men and boys in a massive explo-

sion at the Mount Kembla Colliery – one of the largest losses of 

Australian lives outside of war. The mine continued to produce 

coal until it was finally shut down in 1970 after producing over 

14 million tonnes of coal during its lifetime. 

 

The Mount Kembla pub, a traditional tavern established in 

1898, was our lunch destination – another firm favourite with its 

good food and village atmosphere. 

 
The theme running through all of these runs, past and future, is 

that of friendship and enjoyment. If you haven’t come along yet, 

then why not consider it soon?  

 
Attendance on these Friday runs 

Here is a list of the people who attended one or more of the 

above runs (in no particular order): 

George & Carolyn Ritchie; Les & Shirley Bryant; Ray & Denise 

Fahey; Graham & Joan McDonald; Paul Unicomb; Eian 

Poustie; Keith Smith & Juliet Richardson; Alan & Annemieke 

Edwards; Bob & Sandy Thomas; Barry & Gae Noakes; Brian & 

Gale Copland; Neil & Dianne Blaney; Chris & Karen Martin; 

Roger & Helen Elsworthy; Bob & Kate Rowntree; Paul & Mary 

Barbara; Kevin & Wendy Green; David & Bev Laing; Ric Forster 

& Jean Haavasalu; Roy Potter; Andy Dodd & Duyen; Chris & 

Priscilla Manion; Bob Smith. 

Photos by Keith Smith and Juliet Richardson 

Friday drives from April to August Continued 
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 After watching tv shows like Classic Restos, Gaso-

line, Cruisin, Restoring Dreams, etc, I got the restor-

ing bug. But what to restore. You really have to re-

store a car from the classic 1960’s After the staid 

1950’s the 1960’s were exciting times. What with 

the music, styles and fashion. As Bob Dylan said 

“The times are a changing” 

We had the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, mini skirts, 

the pill, beer came in cans, transistor radios, human 

heart transplants, man walked on the moon and the 

Sydney Opera House was being built. Anything was 

possible. 

 And the cars. Look at the classic cars from this era. 

The E type Jag, Mustangs, the Corvette Stingray, 

Cobras, the Monaro, GT Falcons, VW Beetles and 

Kombies were the  ‘in’ car, the Cooper S and the 

Sprite. 

I think it is a good idea to restore a car you had in 

this era. The reason being is at the time you had a 

choice and bought the car because you considered 

it to be the best for you. I hope it is not just reliving 

your youth. I had my love affair with cars during this 

decade. Before cars were merely just a form of 

transport. I had all the early Holdens, a Sprite and a 

GT Falcon. Restore an early Holden and all you get 

is an early Holden. Been there. Done that. The Fal-

cons are getting expensive and I would not be seen 

dead in a replica. That leaves the Sprite. The Sprite 

was a fun car. Only small, easy to work on. There 

are not acres of heavy bodywork to straighten up 

and parts are still available. So it is decided. Re-

store a Sprite. However, I wanted to modernise it. A 

modern twin cam engine,5 speed gearbox, disc 

brakes all round, wider tyres and modern electrics. I 

have done my apprenticeship.  

The purists will shun me but hey, it’s your car. Eve-

ryone is entitled to their own dreams. On joining the 

Sprite Club, you see how members are passionate 

on preserving the originality of the car. I can under-

stand someone going along the concours path. If I 

restore another Sprite I will go the concours route. 

But I doubt I would have started that way. 

OK. The first thing is to get a car. This probably took 

about 6 months. E bay is an eye opener for 

the novice. Like having the car all day, being the 

highest bidder, only to be snaked in the last 10 sec-

onds. Or, being the highest bidder and the owner 

refuses to sell. Get a car that is as rough as possi-

ble. You are going to restore every part anyway. 

The reason you get a rough car is when you take a 

picture of the car, this will be the before shot. 

Then when the car is finished people will remark 

“wow, you restored the car from that”. The sparkling 

gem I purchased definitely fulfils the rough before 

shot requirement. I also purchased the motor I was 

going to use so there was no turning back. 

Because I had other projects I wanted to finish first, 

the car was sitting there for say a year. Even though 

the car was sitting there, I was planning the different 

stages in my head so it was not a waste of time and 

I could anticipate problems I would have when I 

started. Nothing gets done my planning, But it saves 

a lot of headache, frustration and redoing work.  

I moved the car to my work and made a carport to 

keep it out of the elements. In quiet periods I could 

work on the car. I stripped the car down to every nut 

and bolt. I did this with a 3/8 socket set and some 

spanners I had in my apprenticeship days. My son 

Mighty Boy 

By Paul Hunt 



 

Sprite Torque August 2016  Page 13 

said I would have used the spanners on my first 

Sprite. And you know he is right. 

I made a rotisserie for the car. I cannot see how you 

can restore a car without one. It is simply a matter of 

turning the car upside down to get at the underside 

for cleaning, cutting, welding, drilling. Fitting etc . On 

the rotisserie pivot, I drilled radial holes with a pin so 

the car could be positioned at various angles. This 

helped for better downhand welding and having the 

car at a convenient work height. 

Once the car was stripped down, I put the Sprite 

motor and gearbox next to the  4 cylinder motor and 

gearbox to replace it. The size difference was astro-

nomical. It was like putting the sun next to the earth. 

I did not think I was Going too overboard. There was 

the gallant A series next to the monstrosity which 

was going to replace it. I then put the new motor 

next to the engine bay and thought it will never fit. 

So I went away and came back later with a tape 

measure. Measured a few things and decided yes, 

that part will probably fit. But what about the rest. I 

went away again and came back with a tape. This 

went on for half of the day and I finally concluded it 

will probably fit. So I wheeled the motor away and 

started on restoring the body. There is work to do. 

I used POR15 products to restore the car. This stuff 

is fantastic. As their advertising spiel says “POR15 

covers metal with a tough ceramic like finish that will 

not crack, ship or peel. Protection is permanent” I 

worked in small areas at a time. For instance, the 

underside floor of the car. I used a gerni, degreaser, 

paint stripper, wire brush, grinder and sand paper to 

get back to bare metal. Any rust was cut out and 

new plates welded in. Using the POR15 process. 

The underside of the floor was painted and then I 

moved to another section. Once the entire car was 

treated with the POR15 inside and out and no likely 

hood of rust again, I started on the modifications. I 

need a break. My fingers are worn down to the 

bone. I close my eyes at night and see rusty metal 

ready to be sanded. I am going surfing and come 

back next week. 

If you want to get the car registered, you have to go 

through an Engineering Signatory for the modifica-

tions. Get a copy of the RMS rules and abide by 

them. For instance, they are very strict on motor ca-

pacity/car weight, tyre width, ground clearance, etc. 

The RMS will not allow you to make your own say 

suspension parts but will allow you to use parts from 

another car. I can see their point as car companies 

spend millions on R,D. Whereas, a car builder might 

try to save weight using say untested aluminium 

control arms.  

I tried to do one item at a time and finish it. It is 

tempting to move to another stage when delays 

crop up. The trouble is then you get another delay 

and end up with all these unfinished jobs. It may 

take longer and most of the time is spent finding and 

sourcing parts and waiting for their arrival. For in-

stance, it took one month to get the tacho recalibrat-

ed to 10000 rpm. The IRS took one year to perfect. 

The car took me 5 years to complete. So what. The 

pursuit of excellence goes at its own pace. It is a 

great feeling of satisfaction when the car is finally 

registered and rolling down the road. This is some-

thing you made. 

The acceleration of the car is fantastic and has a 

glorious exhaust note. The car vibrates, does not 

like bumps, is hard to get in and out of, scares the 

shit out of me but I love the car. 
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SPECS: 

-Sprite front suspension and steering with Colin’s 
super stub axles. Taper roller bearings. Frontline top 
wishbone and tubular adjustable shocks. Urethane 
bushings. Track increased by one inch 

-Brakes. Frontline 4 pot callipers 9.5 drilled rotors. 
Mintex pads. 

Rear disc brakes with bias proportioning valve and 
tandem master cylinder. 

-Custom alloy radiator with header tank. 

-IRS modified Subaru WRX . Protec coilovers. 

-Motor Honda F20C . 247hp@ 8300. Redline 
9000rpm 

-Gearbox. Honda 6 speed 

-Carbon fibre body front, seats, boot lid, boot patri-
cian, cold air box, carbon/Kevlar dash 

-VDO instruments 

-15” wheels by 6” wide. 

- Weight 840kg 

- Haltech elite 1500 computer 

-2 pack paint yellow. 

- Ididit  collapsible tilt steering column with ADR 
compliant steering wheel. 

- Body Strengthening- Extra chassis rail welded in 
position so now motor, gearbox and diff bolted to 
one rail.  

Square steel tube welded  behind side skirts.  

Square steel tube across car behind dash. 3mm 
transmission tunnel and also welded to square tube 
behind dash. 2” angle iron bracing front suspension. 

-Roll Bar bolted to IRS subframe. 

-EFI Holley fuel pump- filter-Bosch lift pump-
regulator-hardline to fuel rail-return line to fuel tank. 
Fitted a charcoal canister and cleaned the fuel tank. 

-12kg of sound deadener including door skins. 

-Dry Cell battery behind passenger seat. 

- Flared guards front and rear. 

-Side pipe with euro5 cat and ceramic coated ex-
tractors. 

-Still experimenting with springs. 

Graphic supplied by Paul Hunt 



 

Sprite Torque August 2016  Page 15 

“this information is of  a general nature based on information available at the time of publication and is 
provided to assist users of BP fuel and BP is not responsible for the inappropriate application of this 
information ”   

 

 

Petrol is a mixture of many com-
ponents with different properties 
that contribute to the perfor-
mance of the fuel. When petrol is 
left out in an open container ex-
posed to the air it will in time 
completely evaporate. As it 
evaporates the composition and 
properties will change because 
different components evaporate 
at different rates. This is a nor-
mal feature of petrol and the 
same process takes place in 
equipment fuel tanks. Where 
petrol is kept for more  than a 
week in equipment tanks then it 
can become stale and it is better 
to add fresh fuel before using. 
Examples are classic, veteran 
and vintage cars and bikes, rac-
ing cars and bikes, drag cars, 
boats, dual fuel vehicles, lawn 
mowers etc. 

Generally petrol will last in 
equipment fuel tanks for about 
3 weeks at a temperature of 
around 20 deg C, after that it 
will perform better when fresh 
petrol is added. 

Petrol will last in sealed contain-
ers for more than 6 months, 
while some breathing will take 
place this is not enough to sig-
nificantly affect product quality. 

In underground storage tanks 
the rate of replenishment pre-
vents the fuel from becoming 
stale 

 

Loss of light compo-
nents – impact on mix-
ture 

The light components in petrol 
are lost first as the petrol sits in 
the fuel tanks. These compo-
nents provide valuable octane 
benefits during cold start. Be-
cause they are volatile they 
compose most of the air fuel 
mixture during cold start, if they 
are absent then the mixture be-
comes lean resulting in higher 
temperatures, pre ignition, deto-
nation and piston damage. This 
is generally the cause of piston 
damage in high revving engines 
used in boats and small en-
gines such as chain saws etc. 

The portion of the petrol that re-
mains has a higher density and 
higher octane but this is not 
available during cold start result-
ing in hard starting. Because the 
fuel carburetors and injectors 
operate on a volume metering 
system the higher density 
means that more fuel is intro-
duced for a given volume of air 
and so the air fuel ratio is fuel 
rich. If all the fuel cannot be 
burnt then it forms carbon de-
posits that will foul the spark 
plug and cause the engine to 
stop and not start. This is gener-
ally the cause of problems in 
classic cars where the engine 
stumbles and hesitates or cuts 
out. 
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Gum and Peroxide for-
mation 
 

With long storage periods, especially in the 
presence of hot weather or engine heat 
the petrol can oxidize to form peroxides. 
These compounds can attack rubber and 
metal, stripping away the liner on fuel 
lines or copper from fuel pumps and at-
tacking rubber hoses. These normally 
take a few months to form in sufficient 
quantity to cause a problem. This pro-
cess is faster if Ultra Violet light can get 
to the petrol. 

 

 

Volatility restrictions 
Current State EPA legislation restricts 
petrol volatility in the summer period, 
generally November to March. In that 
period petrol will have less volatile com-
ponents than at other times, generally 
the summer volatility of petrol is 30% 
lower than the winter volatility which 
means that the loss of lighter compo-
nents in summer can be quicker. How-
ever this is not usually an issue due to 
higher temperatures but can create 

problems in autumn if the summer fuel 
is held over. To avoid this fresh fuel 
should always be used in the April May 
period. 

MAINTAINING FUEL IN EQUIP-

MENT TANKS 

It is not possible to provide a fool-
proof strategy for engines that are 
used only intermittently, however 
the following principles help. 

 

Always keep the tank half full to stop 
water vapour from being sucked in 
and condensing. 

Use a fuel that contains anti oxi-
dants, metal deactivators and corro-
sion inhibitors to protect metal sur-
faces such as BP  Ultimate 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE OF HOW PETROL CHANGES WHEN STORED 

Property      

    10 15 

  98.1 98.4 98.6 99 99.5              0.75 0.76 0.765 0.78 0.79 

         Equivalent air fuel           Ratio at constant          volume 

13:1 12.8:1 12.7:1 12.5:1 12.3 :1 

For further information, please call the BP Lubricants and 
Fuel Technical Helpline 1300 139 700 local call 

 

At the end of 5 weeks the fuel is 5% heavier and the fuel air mix will contain more fuel  

http://www.bp.com.au/fuelnews
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-Ladies are genetically programmed to fall for totally unsuitable, louche young gentlemen who drive open-
topped sports cars at breakneck speed. 

What could be better than combining the allure of your MG ( or Sprite) with a window surfing re-
enactment of a particularly soppy scene from one of her very favourite soppy Hollywood blockbusters. 

Vic Darkwood- ‘ The Gentleman’s Guide To Motoring’. 

Submitted by Paul Hunt 

News from our Facebook Page 
The Sprite Car Club of Australia (SCCA) facebook page is picking up 

speed with more folk joining each week. The diehards are already on 

board, so why not drop by and have a look.  

Don’t be scared of this technology girls and boys. It’s a fun way to keep 

in contact, even if you are over 16 years of age. My 86 year old Mum us-

es it to “stalk “ the kids, grandkids and great grandkids.  

David Healy posted a rather fabulous video from the 1960’s (?) of Ameri-
can College girls competing in ( a rather tame) motorkhana or sorts in 
Sprites to win a Sprite! 

David Baigent posted live from Sydney Motorsport Park. 

I posted a memory shot of the quilt I made to commemorate the Healey 
Challenge in America  

There’s a shot of your Committee hard at work at Parramatta RSL on 
meeting night. 

There was an instant update about a Classic Car Show on SBS where 
an MG Midget was “racing” at Crystal Palace in England. 

And a few photos of Molly Gibbs in restoration. 
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MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 

LAST CHANCE TO RENEW 

A reminder that membership subscriptions are due on 1 July, and subscriptions have increased by $10. 

The new fees are: 

Single membership is $60 with electronic download of magazine 
Family membership is $70 with electronic download of magazine  
Hard copy of Magazine by post, you need to add $20 to club membership 
 
The Renewal form is included in this magazine. 

Renewals can be paid by Cheque, money order or Direct Deposit (making sure that you put your name 
and membership number in the reference area, so we can identify who has paid).  Alternatively forms 
can be sent electronically.  If paying by direct deposit please let the Membership Secretary know once 
you have paid. membership@spriteclub.com 

Sue Cockayne 

Welcome to New Members 

Welcome to new members. 

Daniel Walters of Peakhurst has a 1978 Leyland Mini. 

Ken Millhouse of Kenthurst has a 1964 MGB. 

Genk Kaba of Kellyville has a 1967 Morris Mini. 

Hope to see you all at our Coming Events! 
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Words and Photos by Wendy Gibbs 

On yet another beautiful day in the Clarence Valley, 

Ian, Esme and I set off for coffee at Maclean. Botero 

is a fabulous coffee house where they roast beans 

on the premises and they have great cake and light 

meals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maclean is about 45 kms down river of Grafton and 

promotes itself as The Scottish town. ALL the tele-

graph poles in Maclean are painted in different Clan 

tartans—this was a Rotary Club fundraiser years 

ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While enjoying brunch, we gathered the courage to 

visit a Healey racing legend, Wally Gates who lives 

on the hill. We knew we’d found the right place by 

the collection of cars. 

Wally used to own and race the famous Black and 

White Healey that is now owned by Chris Dimmock. 

Upon retirement, Wally scouted around for a project. 

A big Healey came up but he passed on it as gear-

box alone weighs as much as a Sprite! Then along 

came a Bugeye. Wally has restored it beautifully. 

We look forward to going for runs (terrorising) the 

local back roads with Wally in the future. 

      Sign on a Maternity                            

Ward door 

Push, Push, Push !! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=maclean+nse+telegraph+poles&view=detailv2&&id=6714F2B252625A5E2DB473DDA5735A9E5C9946D2&selectedIndex=7&ccid=xW0OPY%2b8&simid=608030472449688300&thid=OIP.Mc56d0e3d8fbc387d582cb3c6d6503a0bo0
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COMPETITION CALENDAR   2016 

Date     Event     Organiser   Venue 

Sept 18    CSCA Rnd 7   TSOA  Marulan 

 24-25    Historic Races  HSRCA   Wakefield Park 

Oct   29-30   Muscle Car Masters ARDC et al Sydney motor Sport Park 

Nov 5-6   Return of Thunder  VHRR  Sandown      Vic 

Dec 19-20   Historic Races  HSRCA   Sydney Motor Sport Park 
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Coming Events 
Month Date Event Details   

Aug Sun 28 All British Day   
2016   WHERE: - The Kings School – 82-129 Pennant Hills Rd, Nth Parramatta    

    WHEN: - Sunday 28th August 2016 – gates open 7AM – display 9am to 3pm    
    WHAT’S ON: - The annual ALL BRITISH DAY & SCCA annual Concours & Pic-

nic Day – BBQ Lunch +++ included.    
    COST: - NO cost to you & your passengers if you display a vehicle. You need to 

submit the ENTRY Form otherwise YOU WON’T GET A CAR TICKET     
    Last year we had over 120 vehicles on display of which 88 were Sprites/Midgets.    
    Help us break records again this year whilst having FUN!   
    PLEASE Forward this completed form to:    
    Colin Dodds – SCCA Registrar: registrar@spriteclub.com  Points 
    OR Phone Colin on 0414 789 263 and give him your details by  Score 
    Mon 20th June 2016 Note: He will answer questions too! Social 

Sept Fri to 
Sun Royal Hotel Hill End Week-End Away   

2016 16th-18th 

  

 Photo 
from 
Classic 
Rally 
Club by 
Wendy 
Gibbs 

    Leave Friday 16th from Richmond to Royal Hotel Hill End - Start @ Richmond 
opposite Airbase go through Richmond, through Lithgow, Ilford, Sofala, and on to 
hill end, Stopping @ Running Stream for lunch. Meet @ Ham Common (Park 
opposite Richmond RAAF Base Richmond) @ 10.00am leaving @ 10.30am 
sharp.   

    Accommodation will be @ the Royal Hotel, Hill End, The configuration of rooms 
available is 6 doubles, 4 twins and 2 singles. We can therefore accommodate 22 
people this includes a la carte dinner, accommodation and continental breakfast. 
Dinner is served from 6 pm and breakfast is a "help yourself" arrangement at any 
time in the morning. I have booked out the Hotel.   

    
On Saturday, we will be going on a drive to High Valley Wine & Cheese Vine-
yard, Mudgee, and have lunch. Sunday morning have stroll around Hill End as 
there are lots of historic buildings, and maybe go to the Museum in town.   

    First in first serve for rooms as we have a limited amount of double rooms and 
you may get a twin room.   

        
    Estimated Cost $150.00 per Person   
    Please Contact me below for payment details and to book your room, payment 

by 30th August.   
    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au   
    www.royalhotelhillend.com   
       

mailto:registrar@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
http://www.royalhotelhillend.com/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=stars+cartoon+images&view=detailv2&&id=540DFFA83DA95204B18FEEFA7E8A1429BF7E354C&selectedIndex=6&ccid=ZVBrAasD&simid=608002048364644089&thid=OIP.M65506b01ab0312f1efe923f4cb0f6bc8o0
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Coming Events 
Month Date Event Details   

 Sept Fri 23 Visit Southern Highlands garden (5th Chapter Winery, entry $10.00 - goes to Gar-
van Institute) – lunch at the Scottish Arms Hotel.   

 2016   Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or   
    Meet at 11.00am – Robertson Pie Shop - depart 11.30am.    
    The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will 

need to make your own booking.    
    Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.   
        
        
        
        
    

    
        

    www.fifthchapter.com.au   
    http://scottisharms.com.au/   
        

Oct Sat-Mon Camping Newnes Long Week-End in October   
2016 01st-03rd Newnes Campground   
    Go up on Saturday Morning, Come Back Monday   
        
       
       
    

Camping Trip to Newnes. Getting there: Newnes campground is on the western 
side of Wollemi National Park. To get there: · Turn off the Castlereagh Highway 
at Lidsdale, 7km west of Lithgow · Newnes is 35km from the turnoff · Access to 
the other campground on the opposite side of the Wolgan river is by walking or 
driving across the ford near the Newnes Hotel - take care as the river levels can 
rise rapidly. If you wish to go up Friday night or Saturday morning, bring your tent 
and food in Esky. We will bring a gas BBQ.   

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com   
     

And the unveiling 
of the Gibbs’ Sprite 
sized camper trailer 

         MK 1 

Kids today don’t know how lucky they are. When I was young, I had to walk 9ft 

through shag pile carpet to change the channel 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=5th+chapter+winery&form=EDGHPC&qs=PF&cvid=3c47da6ce31b416ca7a57da83b14971c&pq=5th%20chapter%20winery
http://scottisharms.com.au/
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
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Coming Events 

Oct Fri 14 Visit Berry – lunch in a local restaurant.   
2016   Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or   

    Meet at 10.45am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.00am.   
    The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will 

need to make your own booking.    
    Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.   
        
        
        
        
        
        
  Sun 23 Lunch @ Wollombi Tavern, Wollombi.   
    

Time: 10.00am for 10.30 departure Start: 644 Old Northern Rd, Dural (opposite 
Galston Rd) Heading via Wiseman’s Ferry to Wollombi.   

    

Have lunch around 12.30 to 1.00pm. Great Road, and cold drinks at the end 
Social 
Points 

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com Score 
    

http://www.wollombitavern.com.au   
        

Nov      
2016 Fri 18 Drive to Tahmoor – lunch in Le Jardin Cafe (at a garden centre).   
       
    Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am   
    The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will 

need to make your own booking.    
    Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to at-

tend.   
    http://www.tahmoorgardencentre.com.au/cafe/   
        

http://www.wollombitavern.com.au/
http://www.tahmoorgardencentre.com.au/cafe/
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Coming Events 

Month Date 
Event Details   

Nov 

  

 Sunday  
27th BBQ @ John Millhouse’s Place to watch the Bridge to Bridge 

  
2016    Bring your car, bring a chair, good day to watch the Bridge to Bridge on the 

banks oft he river. The main race starts from Windsor @ 9.00am   
    , so we will be having a BBQ Breakfast starting @ 9.00am on Sunday.    
     You will be able to watch the boats & skiers go past in their race.    
     We haven’t done this for a few years so it should be a great morning.    
    

 

  
                  John’s Address is 2 Threlkeld Drive, Cattai.   
    If you need any more information please contact me below,   
     if you want to join in please e-mail or phone so we can cater   
    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au   

Dec Sun 04 AGM & Christmas BBQ.   
2016   

6 Annangrove Road, Kenthurst from 12.30 p.m. Christmas Barbecue: Once 
again the Christmas Barbecue will be held prior to the Annual General Meeting. 
The Club will be supplying food & some soft & alcoholic beverages. Bring a fold-
ing chair if possible 

Points 
Score 
Social 

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au   

        
  Fri 09 Drive followed by a mystery lunch destination.   
    Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.30am    
    http://rubyscafe.com.au/   
    

The restaurant will be booked – you will need to let us know by December 1st if 
you are coming as numbers are limited.    

    Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.   

Jan TBA Fish & Chip Run to Woy Woy .   
2017   Time: 2.00pm for 2.30pm departure Start: 644 Old Northern Rd, Dural (opposite 

Galston Rd) Heading via Wiseman’s Ferry to Woy Woy. (arrival approx. 4 – 
4.30pm)   

    Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au   
  Fri 13 Visit Kiama – Fish and Chips for lunch.   
    Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or   
    Meet at 10.45am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.00am.   
    

Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.   

I don’t mean to brag but I finished my 14 

day diet in 3 hours 20 minutes 
My goal for 2016 is to lose 10kg,   

only 15 kg to go  

mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
http://rubyscafe.com.au/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Bridge+to+Bridge+-+Water+Ski+Classic&view=detailv2&&id=CFFA37D9BAC89A3BC5F3ED932A13A8F52B9F787F&selectedIndex=0&ccid=XyAYUk4S&simid=608030313533802347&thid=OIP.M5f2018524e1236b581f23bfc13c28599o0
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Saturday 13th August was a beautiful day in Sydney 
with clear blue skies and warm temperatures after a 
chilly start.  

10 intrepid SCCA club members took the track at 
SMSP Gardner circuit at the Morgan Owners Club 
event, Round 6 of the CSCA series. 

As is usual with the Morgan event, the pit lane gar-
ages were not available making for cramped condi-
tions in the car ports and paddock. Really you have 
2 choices, get up at the crack of dawn and get to the 
circuit at around 6:00am to snaffle some carports or 
not worry about that and have a lie in and see what 
small space is available when you eventually arrive. 
I chose the latter of the 2 options and I think I was 
probably the last SCCA person to arrive, but I did 
manage to find what must have been the last empty 
spot in the paddock. Sadly this was away from the 
other SCCA competitors which were in 3 clusters, 
John Millhouse & Ray Fahey close together, Denis 
Best, Dennis Sullivan and David Hunt grouped to-
gether and the hairdresser club of Tony Davis, An-
drew McLaughlin and Craig Barney having a reunion 
together in their MX5’s. Stephen Hooker was at one 
end of the paddock and I was at the other, so quite 
spread out really. 

We were all pleased to see Craig back at the track 
in his shiny black MX5 which looks great after its 
rebuild (Craig had a nasty accident at the Jaguar 
round early in the year), in fact it is now much better 
than when he purchased the car. 

Scrutineering was straightforward and reasonably 
quick but then we had to wait for a lengthy drivers 
briefing at 9:00am and subsequent familiarisation 
meaning that the first cars did not start competing 
until 9:40am. This is at odds with all other events 
where we have been trying to get underway by 
9:00am and this has been fed back to the Morgan 
Club. Hopefully we can continuously improve the 
organisation of these events but ultimately we are 
dependent upon volunteers giving their time and 
each club has its own way of doing things. The dum-
my grid was not used and we lined up on the dam 
access road to enter the track on the back straight 
which is another peculiarity of this event. I was a bit 
bemused to be told to line up “seventh from the 
back”. What does that mean when you are in single 
file and there are just a couple of cars in front of 
you? I am sure everyone else had similar issues but 
things got sorted as the day progressed. 

So down to the action on the track. Stephen Hooker 
was running the Jedi in Turbocharged mode and as 
we expect he was very quick. This time he had 
some open wheeled competition from a formula ford 
but Stephen eventually clocked FTD with a blistering 
1:39.5816s at an average lap speed of 143km/hr. 
Stephen’s car was obviously running well as he got 
quicker as the day went on and he was there until 
the end. 

Tony Davis was in group 2 and next out on the track 
in his MX5 which runs on slicks. Tony was fast right 
from the start and it was no surprise that he was the 
leading SCCA MX5 competitor at the end of the day. 

Andrew McLaughlin, Craig Barney, David Hunt and 
Denis Best were all in group 3 and out on track 
when I was lining up for my run. There was not too 
much to report other than Andrew McLaughlin test-
ing his rev limiter every time he changed from 4th to 
3rd on the back straight, buzzing his engine to im-
possible rpm. 

Team New Age Sprite 
Andrew McLaughlin left, Tony Davis centre,  

Craig Barney right  

Combined Sports Car Association 

By David Baigent 

Photos by Paul Cooper 
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My first run on the track was behind John Mill-
house in his Mk1 Sprite and also behind Tim 
Mallyon in his Mk11 Jag. My car was running per-
fectly, no honestly it was! The spluttering I had at 
the end of the Sprite event was caused by the 
foam in the foam filled fuel tank disintegrating, 
blocking the fuel outlet and causing fuel starvation. 
The fuel pump had sucked the supply hose from 
the tank flat! I have now removed all the foam resi-
due from the tank and replaced the supply hose 
and fuel filter and all is good. Full power from the 
engine plus grip from my new (used) slicks meant 
that I was able to fly round turn 1 at a much higher 
speed than ever before. This meant that both John 
and Tim were holding me up. Tim passed John 
and I thought I could pass John on the inside as 
we approached turn 2. I was wrong because I 
locked up my front wheels while inside John as he 
was about to turn in and found myself sliding 
straight on towards the rear flank of Tim’s immacu-
late Mk11 Jag. Thankfully I passed behind Tim’s 
Jag and John avoided me and no harm was done. 
I apologised to Tim straight after the run and John 
confirmed that I had made a stupid move when I 
spoke to him, so all good and I have learned an-
other lesson. Ray Fahey was also in our group but 
he must have been behind us as I didn’t see him 
on the track. 

Dennis Sullivan was in group 6 and having lots of 
fun as usual, happily sharing his experiences and 
Krispy Kreme doughnuts with everyone in the pits. 
We just need to make you braver Dennis, you can 
got round turn 1 a lot faster than certain parts of 
your body are currently allowing you to do! 

Nobody had any significant mechanical issues 
which was good to see. David Hunt did swap some 
tyres front to back as turn 1 punishes the RH front 
tyre and while you have the wheels off, it’s a good 

idea to replace your WORN OUT brake pads isn’t 
it. Craig’s rebuilt car was performing well and he 
was slowly getting back in the swing of things. My 
car was going well, so I did not look under the bon-
net all day, choosing to play with tyre pressures 
instead for a change, which saw me going faster & 
faster as the day went on. John Millhouse set a 
personal best for this track getting under the 2 mi-
nute barrier so he was happy. 

All in all a great day in some beautiful weather with 
everyone enjoying the warmth of the sun and the 
friendship of those around them. 

Paul Cooper has kindly shared his photo gallery 
here:  http://csca166.tumblr.com/ 

Tony Davis has shared his photo gallery here: 
http://tony17.zenfolio.com/p788432614  

The next event is the TSOA driver training day on 
Saturday 17th September at Marulan followed by 
Round 7 of the CSCA Supersprint series on Sun-
day 18th September also at Marulan. 

If you have ever wanted to have a go on a circuit in 
your car this is your chance. The Marulan circuit is 
well suited to Sprites and there will be experienced 
trainers available to assist you on Saturday 17th. 

Just drop me a line if you (or someone you know) 
is interested. 

 
Regards 

David Baigent,  

SCCA Club Captain      
M +61 407137776  
David.Baigent@aurecongroup.com   

Combined Sports Car Association Continued 

By David Baigent 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Custom Office Templates
http://tony17.zenfolio.com/p788432614
mailto:David.Baigent@aurecongroup.com
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Torque Trader 

For Sale 

1964 Austin Healey Sprite. 

Beautifully restored in 1996 and painted in British Racing Green. This car has been always garaged and 

barely driven in the past 15 years. This was a “cut no corners”, quality restoration from the bare chassis 

up. No Rust, New Tyres. 

Rego expired 16/01/2016, however will come with a NSW Blue Slip. With two Australian owners since 

1994, this lovely MkIII presents very well and is a credit to the passionate enthusiasts that have owned it. 

This 52 year old beauty runs well and is mechanically A1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Joel Wilkinson, 0411 312 967 for more information. Car is based in Tamworth NSW 

1969 MG Midget 

Electric Orange in colour (Ford Focus, with a pearl in the 
paint) Built as Greg's race car almost 4 years Fresh 
1100cc motor with only run in miles on it. The car pre-
sents very well. 
 
The interior has no carpets and seats could be tidied up 
Roof is in excellent condition Tyres and mags all good 
Asking $8,000 or near offer   
 
Phone Greg Holden   0418 286 831 

For Sale 

 MK 3 Midget Hood Bows 

 Good Condition $150.00  

 Phone  Ron  0403 579 704  Camden 

Wanted 

Midget hard top 

Any condition 

Phone Greg Holden 0408 777 936 
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Club Regalia  
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING   

 9th August, 2016 

 

Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta 
Meeting commenced: 7.30 pm  
       

Present:   Committee members: Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Barry Cockayne, Kerry Smith, David 

Baigent, Wendy Gibbs, Avis Fowler, Ron Farlow. 

         Members: Harley Pringle, John Drury. 

Apologies:  Colin Dodds, Greg Holden, Les Payne, Ross Reichardt, David Laing. 

 In the absence of Greg Holden, Barry Cockayne Vice-president took the chair. 

Minutes of  Previous Meeting:;. Barry Cockayne noted the minutes of the July meeting printed in 

Sprite Torque were a draft & did not carry his motion re junior members. Graham Wells advised that the 

amended minutes were sent out by Email to all committee members. The amended minutes were moved 

accepted by Rod Pringle, seconded by David Baigent, carried. 

Business Arising:  None other than items covered later in the agenda. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Les Payne reported by Email, presented by Graham Wells. 

  General Account:   

Opening balance                                                    $11,179.34 

Payments            $3,126.48 

Deposits            $11,968.66 

Closing balance 31/7                                             $20,021.52 

Savings Account: 

  Opening balance                                                     $20,472.33 

  Interest                                                                    $17.67 

                        Closing balance   31/7                                            $20,490.00 

Business Transaction Account: 

                        Opening balance                                                       $4,910.35 

  Bank Fee               $10.00 

  Closing balance     31/7                                            $4,900.35  

  Total Cash in Bank                                                                        $45,511.87 

 Moved accepted Graham Wells, seconded Kerry Smith, carried. 
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Secretary’s Report:  Graham Wells reported correspondence: 

Incoming: 

-CAMS Speedread (circulated) 

-BMC Leyland Heritage Re-union & newsletter. 

-AHOC of NSW. Thanks for attending Donald Healey Birthday event. 

-Brochures: Hello World 

- Magazines: Mascot, Goblins Gazette, Australian Austin Healey, Mini Car Club, Tread, Matters of the 
Mount. 

Social Events:  Reported by Rod Pringle: 

Calendar for the rest of the year. 

-Friday, August 12th Wollongong area drive. 

-Sunday, August 14th Shannons Day 

-Sunday, August 28th Display Day & All British Day. 

- September 16-18th Hill End week-end away . 

-Friday, September 23rd Southern Highlands garden & lunch. 

-October 1st-3rd Camping at Newnes. 

-Friday, October 14th Lunch at Berry. 

-Sunday, October 23nd Lunch at Wollombi Tavern. 

-Friday, November 18th Drive to Tahmoor.  

-Sunday, December 4th AGM & Christmas BBQ. 

-Friday, December 9th Drive & mystery lunch. 

-January TBA Fish & Chip run. 

-Friday, January 13th Visit to Kiama. 

             We have been invited to John Millhouse’s for the Bridge to Bridge at the end of November. De-

tails being worked out by Rod & John. 

       Only 4 couples & 1 single booked in for the Hill-end week-end. Wedy Gibbs is putting a photo of the 

pub in Sprite Torque to promote the event. 

       Rod asked if people were happy with the Xmas in July venue. Those who attended said the venue & 

food was good but we may get better attendance if we have it as a lunch event & encourage the drive. 

CAMS/CMC:   Barry Cockayne advised nothing critical from CAMS this month. 

Competition & CSCA:  David Baigent reported. 

-A report on the Sprite round was in Sprite Torque. 

-Next event is the Morgan round next week-end.  

-David is trying to secure a booking for the Sept-Oct period in 2017. 
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Regalia:  Avis Fowler reported no sales this month.  

Sprite Torque:  Wendy Gibbs reported. 

-Would like some technical articles. Previously an “ask Colin” segment was suggested. Graham Wells 

will follow-up with Colin Dodds. 

-The consensus was that Wendy has been doing a very good job with the magazine. 

Facebook: Harley Pringle advised project is up & running & he is still setting it up. 

-Ross Reichardt will set up a link on the web-page. 

-Rod Pringle will send out a Chimp mail advising the link details. 

Technical Meetings:  Rod Pringle reported: 

-The meeting at Penrith Muffler Man on July 30th was well attended with 27 or 28 people present. 

-Some present knew of a Trade Day at Vince Cessario’s premises but we have no notification. Rod will 

follow-up & send out a Chimp Mail message. 

Membership:  Barry Cockayne reported for Sue.  

Three new member applications this month. 

-Daniel Walters of Peakhurst has a 1978 Mini. 

-Ken Millhouse of Kenthurst has an MGB. 

-Genk Kaba of Kellyville has a 1967 Mini. 

     Moved all accepted Barry Cockayne, seconded Graham Wells, carried. 

    We have not received renewals from 33% of members. A reminder needs to go into Sprite Torque. 

Web-site:   No report. 

Facebook: Harley Pringle reported. 

-We have 21 members.  

 Barry Cockayne asked how do we expose our Facebook page?  We have a link on the front page of 

Sprite Torque.  
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.  A boy asks his granny, 'Have you seen my pills, they were labelled LSD?' 
Granny replies, ‘the hell with the pills, did  you see the dragons in the kitchen?’  
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Display Day 2016:  Kerry Smith reported for the sub-committee. 

-We have about 90 cars entered to date.  

-The AHOC have now decided that they want to be involved & assist in funding the catering. Greg Holden 

is discussing with them. 

-The trophies are organised within budget. 

-We are looking for volunteers on the day. 

-Tickets have been received & are being distributed. 

     Graham Wells reported for Greg Holden that we may need to replace the gazebo as some frames are 

bent. Cost is about $500. After discussion it was decided to leave it to Greg’s discretion to replace it if 

needed. 

Shannons Day 2016:  All tickets are taken.  

Life Member Recognition:  Graham Wells will check with Greg Holden & Les Payne on this.  

Drive to Survive:  David Baigent & Rod Pringle have some pending nominations but there may be 

a conflict with the nominees sitting for the HSC. We may need to change dates. 

General Business: 

-Kerry Smith advised he has a contact who has a presentation on safety at motor racing events & has 

offered to do a presentation to the Club. Those present thought it was a good idea but it would need to be 

more of a general/social meeting at a suitable venue. David Baigent suggested it could be a CSCA func-

tion. To be considered further. 

-Wendy Gibbs commented on the full colour, gloss paper Goblins Gazette & how do they do it & what 

cost. After a general discussion on costs Wendy offered to follow-up with the Victorian club. 

-Avis Fowler asked about the junior member issue from last meeting. David Baigent & Barry Cockayne 

are still preparing a presentation to the committee. 

      Meeting closed at 8.35 p.m. 

Next Meeting: September 13th, 2016 in the Lachlan Room at Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & 
Macquarie Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m. 
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Story of My Life 

I knew better but, I did it anyway 
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Photos by Paul Cooper 

Fun and Games at   

Sydney Motorsport Park 

Combined Sports Car Association 


