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Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. 
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Club Patron: John Sprinzel 

Marque Mentors 
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tained herein. 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Welcome to 2016. 

We had a great year in 2015 and are off to a cracker start for 2016. 

The fish and chip run was a great success and this year the SCCA outstripped the mini car club. We 
also had an international visitor show up at Dural and Sven had a great time chatting to all about 
Sprites in general. He runs a Mk1 Midget in Sweden and is a member of a sub chapter of the Swedish 
club. 

We ended up giving Sven a polo shirt and unfortunately he could not come on the run. 

Rod has already put a strong list of runs for the first half of 2016 and there is some great runs sched-
uled for up and down the coast. 

The main event for the year is our National meeting being held in Goulburn at Easter, we are the host 
club and the Sub Committee continues to strive for a great event. 

We have a great social day planned on Friday and also a Supersprint and Motorkhanna organised. 
This along with a Concourse and runs around the area are all part of the plan. 

Sunday night is our gala night and we have a great night planned. The RSL has been booked for 
meals and the fun will start in the carpark before hand. 

If you think that this is a competition weekend it is not, yes we have some motor sport over the week-
end but we also have a host of social activities. 

If you are thinking of going, sign up no so that we can sort out our plans. 

Once the major event is out of the way we will look to the All British Day as our next big one. If you 
have any ideas for runs, please let us know as soon as you think of one. Glenn will also look to do 
some mid-week runs throughout the year but will only do so if there is interest. 

Now the big one, our magazine. 

Wendy has come out the gate like she is driving “Esme” at Targa Tasmania and what a great mag, 
We already have another one underway (This one) and then another so keep the articles flowing in. A 
good editor needs stories, and you will not have an editor or mag without the stories, articles or photos 
of you runs Car or restoration project. Thanks Wendy for a great start and I am sure, your continued 
support. 

Home has been busy and I never seem to have enough time to do all that is needed around the yard. 
The shed still gets attention and Leah made mention of the Mr Muscle smell coming from the work 
bench. 

Les and I continue to tag team each other with projects all over the place but we see progress and it is 
very rewarding at the end of a hard day. 

It is a funny thing, last Sunday we started at 6.30 in the morning (after a 10pm finish on Saturday 
night) , we packed up at 6 and proceeded to do some electrical work in the house. When I rang Les 
for advise on some connections Dianne answered the. Les is in the shed working at present. So while 
we finished at 6 we both continued to punish ourselves. Not sure about Les but I am cheap labour. 

On another note, I have stayed in contact with Nev Mansfield from Queensland and after his turn last 
year. I am pleased to let you all know that he has made a good recovery and has even been given a 
pass from the Doctor to start driving again. 

And that’s it from me 

Greg Holden 
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Surprise Again!!! 

Just when you thought it 

was safe to open an email 

or your letterbox….here’s 

another edition of     

Sprite Torque. 

Things are a little quiet up 

here in the Northern    

Rivers at present, so in 

this BONUS issue are the 

left over (in name only) 

articles from the last 

bumper publication plus a 

few newies. 

I’m really excited about 

this years’ Sprite National 

Challenge. For me it’s a 

chance to catch up with 

old friends, have a hoon 

and a party every night 

over Easter.  

While I haven’t entered 

yet, mainly because we 

had an outstanding family 

holiday over Christmas, 

my entry will be on it’s 

way in February to secure 

my spot. 

Please keep the articles 

flowing to me at editor@ 

spriteclub.com by the 

20th of each and every 

month 

Please send as unformat-
ted text. Files in.doc, .jpg, 

or .xls Ariel 11pt Font  
preferred. 

URGENT 

NEED MORE ARTICLES 

  

Cheers,  

Wendy Gibbs 

EDITORS BIT 

Cars and Coffee Event January 31st 

Entry: $10 per car payable at the entrance with each vehicle receiving a 
raffle ticket entering the draw to win prizes kindly donated by our spon-
sors at Awash Carcare and Cafe. 

 
Time: 9am - 12 noon   Location: Clarkes Point, Woolwich  

 
Food & Drink: The coffee will be supplied by Adore Estate and there will 
be a BBQ breakfast on site (we may also have a few other food stalls 
present at the event). 
... 
We will be making a donation to a charity association at the conclusion 
of the event (including proceeds from our last event). 
 
We have worked together with both the Local Council and Police to bring 
you a family friendly event to promote the automobile community of Syd-
ney in a premium location. We hope this event is as much of a success 
as it's predecessor allowing quality automobiles and like minded car en-
thusiasts to gather together to discuss and appreciate their vehicles over 
a cup of coffee, and we hope to see you all there on January 31st.  

https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeesydney 

 

!!!   LATE MAIL   !!! 

Esme’s own   personal 

Sprite drive to  

sPort Macquarie…   

   (that’s not a typo) 

https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeesydney


 

 Page 6   Sprite Torque Jan ‘16 

Cowra Wine Weekend 2015 

For the video of this event 

go to https://

vimeo.com/122594497 

Brought to you by my iPhone and iMovie    

 Cheers Wendy 

http://www.vimeo.com/122594497
http://www.vimeo.com/122594497
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Gregory Strange Motor Mechanic 

Sydney home of Sprite’s and Big Healeys’ 
Sympathetic servicing and repairs to most              

     English and Classic Sports Cars.   
We also look after your daily drives. 

All employees are SPRITE CLUB members 
Associated with the Sprite Club since the 1970’s 

117 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, 2008 

 

 

 

Phone: 9319 2299 

 

   0412811958 

 

Photo sent in by Bert Langford promoting the Sprite Car Club of Australia while cruising the high seas 

Thanks for the idea Bert! How about everyone sending in photos of your Sprite hat  

taken in interesting locations? Keep it clean and fun :) No prizes, just for amusement. 
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Friday drives May to December 2015 

May 22 

Well, the May drive proved to be as damp a day as the April drive had been a month earlier, with pretty 

much non-stop rain. On the plus side we found a great new lunch venue in the Southern Highlands – 

the Eling Forest Winery at Sutton Forest – with delicious food and an open fire. All very welcome given 

the nasty weather and a place we hope to return to when the sun’s out. 

 

Eling Forest Winery 

June 19 

This was a run with a very special twist... How often do you get an invitation to inspect a genuine Se-
bring/Le Mans Sprite? Joe Armour has one of these very rare Works cars and has previously brought it 
along on a SCCA drive.  

This Friday saw us take up Joe’s kind offer to see the Sprite close up. We met at Common Ground 
Bakery near Picton (where we later returned for lunch) and Joe led the group along the lanes to his 
place in the country. 

It is hard to describe the feeling you get seeing Joe’s car sitting there surrounded by an amazing collec-
tion of memorabilia. It’s hard to imagine how this car could ever have ended up with a better keeper. 
Joe has undertaken extensive research of the Healey marque of cars and kindly shared with us some 
of his knowledge of the development and racing history of the Healeys and Sprites.  

He explained how the Sebring and Le Mans Works' Sprite had first raced in 1966 at Sebring, being 
driven by Clive Baker and Rauno Aaltonen. Later that year the car appeared at Le Mans where it was 
driven by Clive Baker and John Rhodes. 

In 1968 the Sprite ran at Le Mans with the 5 speed gearbox and a Lucas petrol injection system. After 

the 1968 race the Healey Sprite was sold by the Works team. Joe dreamed of one day owning the car 

and approached Ian Polley who had cared for it for over 25 years.  

Ian wanted one last drive and where better than Le Mans. Joe told us how he recalls sitting in the pas-

senger’s seat, no seat belt or helmet and going down the straight at 130 mph.  

Joe explained how it has a modified Mini front windscreen, 5 speed gearbox, hydraulic handbrake,  alu-
minium bodywork, spoiler around the rear, rear adjustable roof ventilation and he also pointed out some 
of its original orange day-glo paintwork (under the 1968 red paint). 

If you want to know more you will need to track Joe down and ask him. But be prepared because you 

will (no doubt as we were) quickly become consumed with the passion that Joe has for this remarkable 

piece of motor racing history. 
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Joe Armour’s Sebring/Le Mans Sprite on a SCCA run during 2013 

July 17 

This was an unusual run in that we had to cancel it at the last minute due to snow falling in the Southern 

Highlands! The hills behind Bowral and Mittagong were making national headlines as the snow fell that 

morning – naturally we couldn’t take the Spridgets, but the temptation was too great for some of us... 

So we jumped in our bigger vehicles and headed to Range Road near Mittagong to find ourselves looking 

at a winter wonderland – well, a definite dusting of snow anyway. It was positively magical. 

               
Snowy scenes along Range Road, Southern Highlands 

In the end there was a large table of SCCA members enjoying lunch in the warmth of the Moss Vale Hotel, 

so it became a Clayton’s cancellation really and a pretty good day out with quite a difference. 

 

 

Did you hear about the rhubarb thief? 

He was taken into custardy! 
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August 21 

The coastal and highland groups met at Douglas Park this time and went for a drive through the Macarthur 

area, ending up at the Bargo Pie Shop for lunch. The food was good and the café is unique in being an old 

service station. 

September 18 

Everyone met up for morning tea at the Old Tullimbah Inn near Albion Park. Then we drove over Jamber-

oo Mountain, along the valley and up Jamberoo Mountain Road to Robertson. After that we approached 

Burrawang from Wildes Meadow Road – such a pretty drive on a sunny though cool day. We sat inside for 

lunch at the Burrawang Pub – always a favourite at any time of year. 

 

Parked at the Tullimbah Inn – Bugeyes rule (nearly)! 

 

Yep, someone has a new Sprite (Bob & Sandy Thomas) 

October 16 

And suddenly it’s high summer… After meeting up at Jamberoo we drove over Saddleback Mountain then 

via Gerringong / Gerroa to Nowra, and finally down to Pyree to have lunch at the Jindyandy Mill. It proba-

bly wasn’t the best day for a non-coastal drive as the temperature reached around 35 degrees and we 

were roasting in the open top cars, but the fine food and company more than made up for that small dis-

comfort. The restaurant overlooks the pasturelands and you can see for miles across the Shoalhaven 

flood plains – it’s as flat as a tack and such different scenery from many of our drives. 

November 13 

A picnic day this time – at Audley Weir in the Royal National Park. Luckily the weather was fine and warm 

(at least before the thunder started to rumble in the afternoon) and we had a great location in the shade by 

the river. A very relaxing time, apart from the local kookaburras who kept swiping food from our plates if 

we weren’t vigilant, not to mention the cockys who also wanted to be part of the action. Ray showed Jack 

(Juliet’s great nephew, aged 3, who was visiting from NZ with his mum) how to fish and even caught two – 

 

Mandatory 

Bum Shot 
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most impressive! Actually, it was even more impressive that he thought to bring a rod and then squeezed 

it in the Bugeye. Goodonya Ray! 

              

Relaxing with the wildlife at Audley Weir 

December 11 

A great turnout as always for our final run of the year. A total of 27 people for lunch with nearly everyone 

assembling at Ruby’s for coffee earlier on. This was another very hot day so we simply drove up Mount 

Keira to admire the views across Wollongong and its beautiful coastline before adjourning to the Har-

bourfront restaurant with its welcome air-conditioning. 

The Harbourfront did us proud – an excellent 3 course meal with our tables located close to the corner 

windows so we could see the different aspects of Wollongong Harbour. Truly a waterfront experience. It 

was a wonderful way to end our year of Spritely Friday drives and we look forward to seeing old friends 

and meeting new ones in 2016. 

 

Some of the group at the Mt Keira lookout – others were sensible enough to stay in the shade 

Attendance on the Friday runs above 

Instead of listing the attendees for each run, here is a list of people who have come along on one or more 

of the Friday runs above (in no particular order): 

George & Carolyn Ritchie; Les & Shirley Bryant; Ray & Denise Fahey; Graham & Joan McDonald; Paul 

Unicomb; Eian Poustie; Keith Smith & Juliet Richardson; Alan & Annemieke Edwards; Bob & Sandy 

Thomas; Barry & Gae Noakes; Brian & Gale Copland; Neil & Dianne Blaney; Paul & Mary Barbara; Bob 

Smith; Bob Rowntree & Kate Gibbs; Joe Armour; Ric Forster & Jean Haavasalu; Paul & Gillian Orton; 

Greg & Leah Holden. 

Photos taken by Juliet Richardson with the exception of Eling Forest Winery (taken from their website). 
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S.C.C.A. Social Event – Nowra Air Museum  

Sat 26th September 2015  

Facts & story by David Laing  

Our Social Director, Rod Pringle, had arranged this event months ago, giving members plenty of time to 

work out how to fit this in to their busy schedules. The day arrived ahead of schedule, well so it seemed, 

and the weather forecast, unfortunately, was correct; cool, overcast, clearing showers mainly on the coast, 

onshore winds tending south etc etc. as they do to ensure their statistics indicate an accuracy of 99% +. 

So, given the wet roads, cloud and threatening showers, I decided to take the Calais instead of the 

Minivan.   

The rendezvous point; the ever faithful Maccas at Narellan, at a very comfortable 9am for 9.30 departure, 

saw Rod & Donna (no Harley) in the mighty red MK2A Sprite – roof off – in the carpark, when Bev & I ar-

rived and then followed by Glen & Barbara in the MX5, roof up. All the rest were sleeping in or probably 

tending to more pressing things, like what??   

9.40am time to depart, having been fed & watered, and obviously “we were it”, so Rod gave me 6 pages 

of instructions on how to get to Nowra & I promptly said “follow me”. Much to Barbara’s concerns, Glen 

had put the top down on the MX5, so they could enjoy some open top touring, (same as Donna & Rod) 

regardless of the threatening clouds & breeze. I already had the final destination in the Tom Tom, so off 

we went. I promptly ignored the 4th instruction and headed down Camden Bypass (Old Hume Hwy). “She” 

quickly recalculated and took us thru Camden Park, Remembrance Drive & left into Finn Rd, making it a 

more leisurely and scenic route, than the highway. Continuing on, we went via Menangle Rd, Camden Rd 

& into Douglas Park Rd, negotiating some nice corners/bends that Sprites love, across a causeway and 

up over the Hume Hwy. The country side was lush & just picturesque. We continued on to Wilton Rd, then 

left into Macarthur Dr and down onto Picton Rd which leads onto the Princes Hwy, Mt Ousley (magnificent 

views down over Wollongong), Kiama by-pass and along the coast road thru Gerringong, Gerroa, Coolan-

gatta, Bomaderry and finally into Nowra. We had been lucky; only a couple of light showers that weren’t 

heavy enough to justify a stop to put the tops up, so Barbara was reasonably happy with Glen’s initiative 

of putting the top down, even though it was a little breezy.  

We arrived at the “Fleet Air Arm Museum” HMAS Albatross, Nowra Hill, around 11.50am. The initial plan 

was to have a light lunch at the Museum, since Rod had phoned earlier to confirm that some sustenance 

was available, HOWEVER, “somebody” decided not to turn up for work, so “canteen closed”. Oh well, we 

decided to check out the museum first, and then look elsewhere for lunch. Rod decided to take all the 

“memories” of the visit on his camera viz. 3 or 4 different angled shots of each aircraft/item on display. We 

also tried the helicopter flight simulator with varying levels of crashes & still managed to survive. There 

was plenty to see and do; you could spend several hours or do a quick run thru in perhaps as little as a ½ 

hour. On to the souvenir shop & Rod was like a kid in a lolly shop, with Donna quickly highlighting the 

point that “what he wanted was NOT what he needed” – he still managed to get some “stuff” some of 

which he actually had to pay for, along with some “freebies”.  

During the visit, we noticed “the heavens had opened up”, but Glen had planned ahead & put the roof up, 

while Rod had only put the tonneau over the seats – pretty lucky really, that the showers weren’t as bad 

as they looked.   

On the way, up Albatross Rd, we noticed a Caravan & Camping show, so Glen said he & Barbara would 

go there and perhaps get some lunch - not sure whether he left the MX5 there as a down payment on a 

Winnebago or even managed to get something to eat.  
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Meanwhile, I convinced Rod & Donna to follow us to Greenwell Point, there to have some infamous DJ’s 

fish & chips, down by the water’s edge. The breeze had picked up a little and a light shower or two 

“blessed” us, but we managed to scoff it down, leaving nothing for the seagulls/pelicans as by now it was 

almost 2pm.  

After a quick stroll around the water’s edge and main jetty, we decided to head home. Not sure which 

route Rod & Donna took, but Bev & I decided to reminisce a little, and went around to Jim Wild’s oyster 

shed, and sure enough, he was still there. I’ve known Jim since the early 80’s – he was Australian Cham-

pion oyster opener and competed internationally for a world title; he managed a very respectable 2nd or 3rd 

place – he must have opened “millions” of oysters over the years, and still appears to open them with 

ease. If you like oysters, try Jim’s Sydney Rock oysters and I bet you’ll say “I’ve never tasted any better”. 

So a dozen oysters and some Blackfish fillets (you’re not supposed to say that any more, but who cares 

about “political correctness”); true Luderick fishermen call them something else! Then off to Culburra for a 

coffee, some window shopping, out to Orient Point, then off home.  

There may have only been a few of us, but we enjoyed the trip immensely and thank Rod for the initial or-

ganising.  

Sorry if you didn’t make it, but we hope to see you next time. Keep an eye out for the “social events” in the 

Sprite Torque magazine and/or check out the website.          

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

Glen & Barbara, Rod  & Donna, David & Bev 

  

Part of the view from the mezzanine  

 Two fish are in a tank. 

One turns to the other and asks… 

“How do you drive this thing?” 
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Camping Week-End @ Sofala 
It was a 5am on a beautiful late November morning got up and went out and checked the loaded trailer 
on the car, making sure we did not forget anything, had a table, tents, sleeping bags, food, bbq and 

things to cook with, most important the esky with beers and ice. Got Harley & Donna started the car and 

set off to meet Greg & Leah at the cutting at Kurrajong, saw Greg & Leah pull out from the side road and 
we were off. We stopped at Lithgow and had coffee, than headed towards Ilford before turning on the 

Bathurst Road to Sofala, Cruising along past the old bus grave yard and we were nearly there @ The 

Crossley Bridge Campground, just as you get into town, just a 5 min walk into town. Steve Dive turned up 
a bit later in his old faithful Triumph. 

After setting up camp it was time to relax, it’s a hard life camping we went for a walk around the 

campsite. Came back and it was time to relax again, have a drink and think about cooking tea on the 
bbq. After tea we sat around the campfire had a few beers and talked about anything & everything, 

before heading off for bed, I think the ground was a bit hard for Harley, because I was going to go into 

town with the car about 6am on Sunday & he was asleep on the backseat of the car. So I walked back 
over into town. 
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The village of Sofala has a rich gold mining history as well as being one of the most picturesque historic 

villages in Australia. The main street has retained all of its unique ageing character. Bordered largely by 

original two-story wooden gold rush buildings, the narrow main street houses the post office, pub, general 

store and fire station. The village is set against the stony Turon River with dramatic rugged mountains 

hovering behind. 

Sofala dates from 1851 when gold was discovered on the Turon River, and gold can still be found today. 

During the 1850s and 60s around 40,000 people lived in Sofala, including 10,000 Chinese. The area has 

camping spots by the river. 

 

We had a late breakfast and packed up camp, Greg & Leah had to head back home as there were things 

to do, Steve headed back, Donna, Harley and I went into Hill End as The Alpine Rally stayed there the 

night before, there seemed to be classic cars going everywhere. We knew Ian & Wendy Gibbs, Greg 

Strange & Dianne Lawler, were entered, we didn’t see them on our travels, we cut back to Sofala there 

was a check point for the Rally at the Bridge, we asked whether they had been through yet and they had-

n’t so we waited a bit, then we saw Greg & Dianna come through. We waited a bit longer for Ian & Wendy 

but we didn’t see their car. Then it was time to go home 

 

.  

Written by Rod Pringle Pictures by Rod Pringle 
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Pies in November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a rainy Saturday morning as I waited at Ham Common opposite the Air Base, it was 10.30am 

and we were leaving at 11.00am. I watched the air base and there were Airforce Planes practicing their 

landing and take-off procedures. Then Glen & Barbara Falson arrived in their MX5, soon after Colin & 

Carol Dodds turned up in Carols new Honda.  

We waited around about 10 minutes and we left with me leading in my car, up through Richmond and 

turning off to the left towards Agnes Banks, turning right up the Hawkesbury Rd to Springwood, the 

road is steep and winding, great as long as you don’t get any slow cars. At Springwood we went right 

onto the Great Western Hwy to Wentworth falls, as we passed the pie place on the right we had to do a 

U-turn to cut back.  

Inside the Mountain High Pie place we found a great assortment of Meat and Vege Pies and Pasties, 

and even better deserts which were enjoyed by all, I had a great Chilly Pie, can’t remember what the 

others had, I think Carol had a vege pie, I know I had seconds, after eating and chatting about all 

things wise it was time to leave. 

Hope you all have a Great Christmas, A Happy New Year and be safe over the festive season, and you 

all get what you wish for. 

Rod Pringle 

Hmmmm, not a Sprite hat to be seen !? 
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Greg and Leah Holden’s Sprute 
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What is a National Challenge? 

By an Old TART 

So what is a National Challenge? It started as an annual motorkhana between the Sprite Car 

Club of Australia (NSW based) and the Austin Healey Sprite Drivers Club of Victoria. The cars 

were new and the competition feverish both on the course and  in the evening socialising stakes. 

The Challenge grew and South Australia and now Queensland clubs join the fun and games.  

A Super Sprint was introduced to the format and the Challenge was moved from a motorkhana in 

a paddock to a circuit either in NSW or Victoria with a motorkhana and a Concours of sorts. The 

evening socialising remained as hard as it ever was. 

The rivalry between NSW and Vic is legendary. The South Australians sometimes struggled to 

get a “team” together but have always provided good entertainment! Including setting the infield 

grass alight at Winton with a flame throwing rotary powered Sprite. The Queenslanders always 

bring a strong team of guys and girls  for both the competition and the socialising. 

The comradery between states is also a hallmark of the National Challenge. If you broke your car 

on Saturday, everyone was there to lend a hand that night to get it back together so you could 

race again on Sunday. Stories of rebuilding engines in a marquee with flooding waters flowing 

through under foot and hand linishing a crank in order to fit new bearings are etched in Sprite 

Clubs history. 

It hasn’t always been a blokey thing either. When competition was at its peak, winning the Ladies 

Team Trophy was also a BIG thing. Finding enough NSW women willing to at least have a go 

was difficult but we did for a couple of years. It came to a head when Christine Rowntree was so 

successful that she qualified for the Outright (Men’s) Team and was then ineligible to be a part of 

the Ladies Team. 

Now, we have a Challenge every second year. We’re all older, the cars are older and there are 

so many other things to do. To encourage partners of the “racers” to come along to the Chal-

lenge and not be bored sitting around the pits all day, the Social Scene was introduced. It has 

taken on a life of its own. While some of us race around in circles all day, others are exploring 

new territories, wineries, museums, etc organised for them. 

The Sprite National Challenge is all about hanging out with like minded Sprite and Midget people. 

For those who like adrenalin with their motoring, the Challenge offers some spirited competition. 

For those who like a latte, there is the Social Scene. The evenings are spent telling tall tales of 

the days adventures and catching up with old and new friends. 

See you in Goulburn at Easter for the next National Challenge. 

Cheers, 

Wendy Gibbs 
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The Rules for the Rocker Cover Race 
 

The Racers: 

The racers cannot have any power source. Gravity only! 
The rocker cover must be from any A Series  
The racer shall not be more than 80 mm longer than the rocket cover 
Racers shall have four wheels of not more than 155 mm diameter 
Wheel track shall be not more than 200 mm 
Maximum weight shall not exceed 3 kg 
Speed is the aim and the fastest car should win out right, we are also looking for well-dressed 

tappet covers and this will be encouraged 
 

The Course: 

The decline will be 3.6 metres long followed by a run off area 
The decline shall be divided into 2 lanes each 230 mm wide. The decline shale be 600 mm high 

at the rear most part. The front of the decline will be bevelled to give a smooth transition to 
the run-out area 

A mechanical starting gate may be employed 
The run-out section shall be of 2 lanes 900 mm wide. The lanes shall be clearly marked  
The finish line shall be marked 1.5 metres from the front edge of the launch decline 

 

The Race: 

There will be heats of 2 racers per heat 
The racers will start with their front wheels on the start line. The first racer to have its front wheels 

cross the finish line is the winner. If neither racer makes it to the finish, the one going the fur-
thest distance wins. 

Any racer touching or crossing a lane marker shall be disqualified. The other racer becomes the 
winner 

Winning racers will advance to the next round until all are eliminated except one which becomes the 

outright winner 

Sprite and Midget 

Nationals 2016 
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JAN 
2016 

  
  
Australia 
    Day 
  
Tue 26 

CARnivale in the Park. Parramatta Park 

This year will be held at Parramatta Park on Australia Day, Tuesday 26 January 2016. 

First held in The Rocks in 1986, CARnivale is one of the longest running events in the Australia 
Day calendar. Celebrating its 30th year, CARnivale showcases a wonderful collection of 600 
vehicles including cars built more than one hundred years ago, fire engines, trucks, coaches, 
military vehicles, motorbikes and vintage speedway cars. 

Due to changes to the Sydney CBD traffic arrangements as a result of the Sydney Light Rail 
construction, and to accommodate this growing event and the thousands of car lovers and mo-
toring enthusiasts who attend each year, Parramatta Park has been selected as the ideal loca-
tion to host CARnivale in 2016 

There is limited parking in the area, Parramatta Park is located between Parramatta Station & 
Westmead Station (This is the closest Station). 

Events Starting @ 6.00am Sydney’s Biggest Hot Air Balloon Sky Display, 

This is biggest BBQ Parramatta has ever seen!  BBQ comp hosted by the Australasian BBQ 
Alliance. Smoked, grilled and basted delights from the barbecue pitmasters, plus smokers and 
BBQ display. 

HOT AIR BALLONS 6.00am Sydney’s Biggest Hot Air Balloon Sky Display. 

CARNIVALE 11.30am – 5.30pm The iconic CARnivale comes to Parramatta with more than 
600 vintage cars to delight car lovers, motoring enthusiasts and families alike. 

HOTTEST 100 PARTY 12pm – 8pm Celebrate the Hottest 100 countdown, with live bands and 
DJ sets, and outdoor bar and mini amusement park! 

Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au 

  

COMING EVENTS 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
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FEB 
201
6 

  
  
Sun 07 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
Fri 12 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
Sat 13 
To 
Sun 14 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
Feb 21 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
Sun 28 
(This Date 
could be 
changed. 
Proposed 
Date) 

Morning Tea @ Parramatta Lakes Cafe 

Entry into Parramatta Lakes Lackey Street North Parramatta off Bourke St Nth Parramatta. 

Meet @ 11.00am in Café in Nth Parramatta for morning tea or early lunch. 

Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au 

Morning tea at Sutton Forest – lunch in Southern Highlands. 

Meet at 9.45am – Robertson School of Arts, 55 Illawarra Hwy, Robertson - depart 
10.00am. 

The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to make 
your own booking. 

Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

Gnoo Blas Classic Car Show 2016 Orange NSW 

General Inquiries    

  Denis Gregory         02 6362 2840   

                                   0417 445 426 

info@gnooblas.com 

If you wish to go you will need to organize your way up & back, you’re accommodation. 

  

Sydney Swap Meet Clarendon 21st February (Sunday) 6am to 1pm 
Annual Sydney Super Swap 21st February (Sunday) 6am to 1pm 
Car parts & Collectables Veteran & Vintage Cars Sports and Classic Cars 
Hot Rods and Customs Street Machines Motorbikes 
Vintage Tractors & Stationary Engines 
For further information and swap sites contact 0410 447 927  
Website: www.vvcaa.com.au or Email : vvcaa@gmail.com.au 
Lookers $5 entry fee - Swap Sites $20 

Address Hawkesbury Showground 
               Racecourse Rd 
               Clarendon NSW 2756 

Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au 

 Mittagong Hotel 89-91 Main Street Mittagong. 

Start Narellan to Mittagong 

Meet @ McDonalds Narellan, 326 Camden Valley Way, Narellan.   Meet 9.30am Sunday 21st 
September for departure @ 10.00am. 

Lunch at the pub, good food, good company, look around the shops. 

Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au 

  

COMING EVENTS Continued 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
mailto:info@gnooblas.com
http://www.vvcaa.com.au/
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
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MAR 
2016 

  
  
  
  
  
Easter 
Thur 24 to 
Mon 28 

There will be no Friday run this month as various other car club events are planned includ-
ing the Sprite & Midget National in Goulburn over Easter. 

 Sprite and Midget Nationals Goulburn 

Where: Goulburn 

When: Easter-PM Thursday 24th March to Am Monday 28th March 2016 

General inquires: Greg Holden 0418 286831 (president@spriteclub.com)      Bookings: 
Graham Wells 02 96541344 (secretary@spriteclub.com) 

  

APR 
2016 

  

  
Fri 8 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
Sun 17 

Visit the Nan Tien Temple at Berkeley. 

Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to 
make your own booking. Please note lunch is vegetarian only. 

Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

Kangaroo Valley Pie Shop at Kangaroo Valley 

Best Pies in Australia 2167 Moss Vale Road Kangaroo Valley NSW                           02 
44651360 info@worldsbestpies.com.au 

Narellan to Kangaroo Valley. Start Narellan, Meet @ McDonalds Narellan, 326 Camden 
Valley Way, Narellan.  Meet 9.30am Sunday 10th April for departure @ 10.00am. 

Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au 

  

MAY 
2016 

  

  
Fri 6 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
Sun 15 

Drive then lunch at Moss Vale Hotel. 

Meet at 10.30am – Robertson Pie Shop - depart 11.15am. 

The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to 
make your own booking. 

Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

National Motoring Heritage Day 2016-to be Advised 

Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au 

  

JUNE 
2016 

  

  
Fri 10 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Sun 19 

Head for Picton – lunch at Common Ground Café near Razor-
back. 

Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to 
make your own booking. 

Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

Palm Beach Fish & Chips Palm Beach 

1104 Barrenjoey Rd Palm Beach 02 99741110 

Meet @ 10.30am McDonalds Nth Parramatta (Victoria Rd Nth Parramatta) for departure @ 
11.00am Sharp 

  

JULY 
2016 

  
Fri 8 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
TBA 

Drive to Gerroa - Lunch at the Boat Fisho’s Club. 

Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or 

Meet at 11.00am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.30am. 

The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to 
make your own booking. 

Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

Christmas in July- to be Advised 

  

COMING EVENTS Continued 

mailto:president@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
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Yerriyong Motorsport Park  

We need your support for a new first class raceway in NSW. 

For decades the Nowra District Motorcycle Club has operated a motocross track about 10kms southwest 

of Nowra. Recently, the Commonwealth Government announced $9.5M in support of a current develop-

ment proposal to significantly upgrade the district into a motorsport park and to include a race track com-

parable to what NSW lost with the redevelopment of Oran Park. This project has been advancing over the 

last two years, timely, since the loss of Oran Park Raceway. 

No matter how good this purports to be, there is always the loud minority citing the orchids are rare, and 

the impact on the environment is unacceptable. The fact is this proposal’s immediate neighbour is the Al-

batross Defence Air Base. 

On 21 December 2015 the naysayers commenced a petition for the State to reject the proposal. At the 

time of writing this has 537 supporters and a strong voice. The objects are primarily centred around noise, 

traffic and environment. 

On 4 January 2016 a supporters petition was commenced and by comparison has 2,105 supporters. But it 

needs more. The facts are simple. Once again the State planning panel (JRPP) is likely to give in to the 

voices in the wilderness and NSW will be deprived of one of the most ideal options for a new race track, 

and supporting infrastructure such as a Motorsport Service Subdivision as a part of the existing Aviation 

Technology Park with the potential for a direct link to the track for unregistered competition cars. 

The Mayor & the Shoalhaven City Council General Manager have publicly supported this proposal. 

The applicant is given until the end of January to submit further supporting information. Your simple vote 

will assist to get this proposal approved. 

You can follow this link to support the proposal: https://www.change.org/search?q=Shoalhaven & click on 

the title: Supporters of Shoalhaven Motorsports Complex. A statement is not essential however, if you 

have some expertise or strong opinion you could consider making a statement. 

Some further information can be found at: http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/3648802/

counterattack-backs-race-track/?cs=203 & http://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/My-Council/Media-

releases/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/498/Council-welcomes-proposed-Yerriyong-motorcycling-facility  

We hope you endorse support for this Motorsport Park where we can meet and expand on our motoring 

interests. 

Thanks 

Wayne Brighton. 

 

 

The article on this page is for readers information only, to act or not. 



 

 

Torque Trader 

 

FOR SALE: 

Single axle trailer. Built to suit a Sprite. Long Rego. 

$1800.00 

Contact Anthony 0413316726 

Inverell 2015—NSW and Qld Sprite Clubs 

To view videos of this event go to: 

Spritely Inverell 2015 

http://vimeo.com/152120393 

And Dam Blast  

http://vimeo.com/152119255 

http://vimeo.com/152120393
http://vimeo.com/152119255
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    MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING   

 12th January, 2016 

Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta 

Meeting commenced: 7.38 pm  

       
Present:   Committee members: Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Greg Holden , Barry Cockayne, David 

Laing, Ron Farlow, Kerry Smith, David Baigent 

Members: John Drury, Leah Holden. 

Apologies:  Avis Fowler, Wendy Gibbs, Damon Smith, Colin Dodds, Sue Cockayne, Les Payne. 

Minutes of  Previous Meeting:;. The minutes of the December meeting were moved accepted by 

Rod Pringle, seconded Greg Holden, carried. 

Business Arising:  None other than items covered later in the agenda. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Graham Wells read out Email report from Les Payne.  

  General Account:   

  Opening balance                                                     $14,932.71   

          Deposits                          $290.00 

      Payments                             $2,787.97 

         Closing balance 31/12                                           $12,434.74  

Savings Account: 

  Opening balance                                                     $20,320.34 

  Interest                           $21.71 

         Closing balance   31/12                                           $20,342.05 

Business Transaction Account: 

           Opening balance                                                       $1,212.83 

        Deposits                        $19,500.00 

           Payments                            $723.30 

    Fees                  $10.00 

  Closing balance     31/12                                             $19,979.53 

   

  Total Cash in Bank                       $52,756.32 

Entries for the Sprite & Midget Nationals are coming in strong, accounting for our sudden increase in bank 

deposits. 

The report was moved accepted by Barry Cockayne seconded David Baigent, carried.  
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Secretary’s Report:  Graham Wells reported correspondence: 

Incoming: 

- Magazines: Mascot, Australian Austin Healey. 

Outgoing: 

-CAMS affiliation for 2016. 

Social Events:  Reported by Rod Pringle: 

-The Fish & Chip run last Saturday saw 39 members attend with a good number of Mini Club members. 

Current planned events for the next six months are: 

-Tuesday, January 26th Australia Day CARnivale at Parramatta Park. 

-Sunday, January 31st Cars & Coffee at Woolwich. 

-Sunday, February 7th Morning Tea at Parramatta Lake. 

-Friday, February 12th Southern Highlands run. 

-Saturday/Sunday February 13/14 Gnoo Blas Festival, Orange. 

-Sunday, February 21st Sydney Swap Meet. 

-Sunday, February 28th Run to Mittagong. 

-March 25th-28th Sprite & Midget Nationals, Goulburn. 

-Friday, April 8th Nan Tien Temple at Berkeley. 

-Sunday, April 24th Run to Kangaroo Valley Pie Shop. 

-Friday, May 6th Moss Vale run. 

Sunday, May 15th National Motoring Heritage Day (Venue TBA) 

-Friday, June 10th Picton run 

-Sunday, June 19th Palm Beach Fish & Chip Run. 

-Friday, July 8
th
 Gerroa Boat Fisho’s Club. 

-Christmas in July. TBA. 

Pointscore: Rod Pringle asked about which events we want to nominate for the Club Pointscore. 

After discussion it was decided to leave it until next meeting when the calendar was firmed up. Greg Hold-

en to check if Keith Smith will look after the pointscore this year. 

CAMS/CMC:   Barry Cockayne reported no activity as the next meeting is not until February. Greg 

Holden reported that following up from a discussion with David Healy at the AGM trying to establish when 

we joined CAMS, Alan Bryson has programs showing SCCA members competing back to about 1968.  

Competition & CSCA:  David Baigent reported.  

-The first CSCA event is Saturday, 6th February. David has written an article on CSCA for Sprite Torque. 



 

 Page 29   Sprite Torque Jan ‘16 

 

Regalia:  Greg Holden reported Avis Fowler has sorted all the regalia. She will send out an Email to 

the competition people regarding the competition shirts & sizes available. 

Sprite Torque:  Greg Holden reported on behalf of Wendy Gibbs. The December-January edition 

went out before Christmas. Wendy is working on the next edition & needs articles & reports. The standard 

deadline is the 20th day of the month. 

After discussion the meeting decided to bring back the old system where the last member to turn up for a 

run is asked to write a report on the run. 

Technical Meetings:  Graham Wells to check with Greg Strange about the proposed meeting at 

Graham Lord’s.  

Membership:  Barry Cockayne reported for Sue.  

Three new membership applications: 

Dennis & Cheryl Maher who have a Mini van. 

Anne Bright has a Mitsubishi Lancer & has attended Club events in the past with Steve Dive.  

Bronwyn Wray & Rob Howes have a Mk.1 Sprite & MG Midget. 

Proposed we accept all three: Barry Cockayne. Seconded Greg Holden. Carried 

Web-site:  David Baigent reported that the contacts page of the web-site has not been updated to the 

2016 committee. Greg Holden will contact Ross Reichardt. 

David will also rewrite the competition section & send it to Greg Holden to be forwarded to Ross. 

Sprite Midget Nationals 2016:. Greg Holden gave an update on the current status. We have 30 en-

tries, 60 people to date which means the Lilac City Motel is filled. The airport appears the best venue for 

the concourse & motorkhana and Greg has to follow up on this. David Laing has a new bulletin ready to 

go out but needs an Email list. Rod Pringle to send the Chimp Mail list to Greg Holden for relaying. 

Next sub-committee meeting is this Saturday. 

Display Day 2016:  Kerry Smith gave a brief update on the sub-committee meeting. 

General Business: 

-Graham Wells raised the subject of whether we should be advising CAMS of social events via the social 

event permit form. After discussion the meeting agreed we should submit a form attaching a copy of the 

Club calendar. Barry Cockayne will complete a form & send it to Graham Wells to attach the calendar & 

submit to CAMS. 

A sign-on sheet for each events appears to optional but it was agreed that it is good governance. Graham 

Wells to forward a copy of the old sheet to Rod Pringle. 

-David Laing asked about listing names of proposers or referees on the membership application form. 

Greg Holden will look at the form which also needs the “fit & proper person” clause added. 

Meeting closed at 9.00 p.m. 

Next Meeting: February 9th, 2016 in the Lachlan Room at Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & 
Macquarie Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m. 
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Modern Classic Cars  2A Arab Road, Padstow NSW  

Tel: 02 9774 2169 

Email: sales@modernclassiccars.com.au 

The Australian home of  

Fine-tuning British sports cars 

Modern Classic Cars offer a world class range of superbly engineered 

components to enhance the driving of your 

SPRITE * MIDGET * MGB * MGC * MGA 

 


