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Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. 
ABN: 62879038-526 

 

Club Patron: John Sprinzel 

Marque Mentors 

Mk 1 Sprite Greg Holden 0418 286 831, Colin Dodds 0414 789 263 

Mk 2 Sprite Neil Scott 0409 326 021 

Mk 3 Sprite Greg Strange 02 9909 8607, Kevin Sly 02 9604 2010 

Mk 3 Midget Eriks Skinkis 02 9644 5530 

1500 Midget Greg Coonan 02 4257 1307 

 
 
 
 

All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to: 
S.C.C.A 

P.O. Box 696 
Kingswood. NSW 2747 

 
Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com 
(magazine contributions close 20th of each month) 

 

General Meetings 

Parramatta RSL Clubð2 Macquarie St, Parramatta. NSW 1250 

2nd Tuesday of each month starting at 7:30pmðLachlan Room 

 

S.C.C.A. WEBSITE: www.spriteclub.com 

(View Sprite Torque in colour in the MEMBERS ONLY section) 

 

S.C.C.A. Email List: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
spridgets-aus 

PLEASE NOTE: The Committee positions are all honourary and are undertak-

en by private individuals in their spare time. Please contact them at sensible times 

and accept that they may prefer to call you back at a time more convenient for 

themselves. The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the 

accuracy or reliability of articles, correspondence, opinions or advertisements con-

tained herein. 

Committee 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Barry Cockayne 

0427 066 878 
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MEMBERSHIP  
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C.S.C.A DELEGATE 
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REGISTRAR &  

CLUB PLATES 
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0414789263 
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REGALIA 
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regalia@spriteclub.com 

CLUB WEBSITE 

Ross Reinhardt 
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(02) 9980 6843 

CAMS DELEGATE 

Barry Cockayne 
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LIBRARIAN 

Dave Lawrence 

(02) 9810 8982 

librarian@spriteclub.com 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Kerry Smith 

David Laing 

Ron Farlow 
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PRESIDENT 
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0418286831 
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Graham Wells 

(02)9654 1344 
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TREASURER 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Welcome to 2016. 

We had a great year in 2015 and are off to a cracker start for 2016. 

The fish and chip run was a great success and this year the SCCA outstripped the mini car club. We 
also had an international visitor show up at Dural and Sven had a great time chatting to all about 
Sprites in general. He runs a Mk1 Midget in Sweden and is a member of a sub chapter of the Swedish 
club. 

We ended up giving Sven a polo shirt and unfortunately he could not come on the run. 

Rod has already put a strong list of runs for the first half of 2016 and there is some great runs sched-
uled for up and down the coast. 

The main event for the year is our National meeting being held in Goulburn at Easter, we are the host 
club and the Sub Committee continues to strive for a great event. 

We have a great social day planned on Friday and also a Supersprint and Motorkhanna organised. 
This along with a Concourse and runs around the area are all part of the plan. 

Sunday night is our gala night and we have a great night planned. The RSL has been booked for 
meals and the fun will start in the carpark before hand. 

If you think that this is a competition weekend it is not, yes we have some motor sport over the week-
end but we also have a host of social activities. 

If you are thinking of going, sign up no so that we can sort out our plans. 

Once the major event is out of the way we will look to the All British Day as our next big one. If you 
have any ideas for runs, please let us know as soon as you think of one. Glenn will also look to do 
some mid-week runs throughout the year but will only do so if there is interest. 

Now the big one, our magazine. 

Wendy has come out the gate like she is driving ñEsmeò at Targa Tasmania and what a great mag, 
We already have another one underway (This one) and then another so keep the articles flowing in. A 
good editor needs stories, and you will not have an editor or mag without the stories, articles or photos 
of you runs Car or restoration project. Thanks Wendy for a great start and I am sure, your continued 
support. 

Home has been busy and I never seem to have enough time to do all that is needed around the yard. 
The shed still gets attention and Leah made mention of the Mr Muscle smell coming from the work 
bench. 

Les and I continue to tag team each other with projects all over the place but we see progress and it is 
very rewarding at the end of a hard day. 

It is a funny thing, last Sunday we started at 6.30 in the morning (after a 10pm finish on Saturday 
night) , we packed up at 6 and proceeded to do some electrical work in the house. When I rang Les 
for advise on some connections Dianne answered the. Les is in the shed working at present. So while 
we finished at 6 we both continued to punish ourselves. Not sure about Les but I am cheap labour. 

On another note, I have stayed in contact with Nev Mansfield from Queensland and after his turn last 
year. I am pleased to let you all know that he has made a good recovery and has even been given a 
pass from the Doctor to start driving again. 

And thatôs it from me 

Greg Holden 
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Surprise Again!!! 

Just when you thought it 

was safe to open an email 

or your letterboxé.hereôs 

another edition of     

Sprite Torque. 

Things are a little quiet up 

here in the Northern    

Rivers at present, so in 

this BONUS issue are the 

left over (in name only) 

articles from the last 

bumper publication plus a 

few newies. 

Iôm really excited about 

this yearsô Sprite National 

Challenge. For me itôs a 

chance to catch up with 

old friends, have a hoon 

and a party every night 

over Easter.  

While I havenôt entered 

yet, mainly because we 

had an outstanding family 

holiday over Christmas, 

my entry will be on itôs 

way in February to secure 

my spot. 

Please keep the articles 

flowing to me at editor@ 

spriteclub.com by the 

20th of each and every 

month 

Please send as unformat-
ted text. Files in.doc, .jpg, 
or .xls Ariel 11pt Font  

preferred. 

URGENT 

NEED MORE ARTICLES 

  

Cheers,  

Wendy Gibbs 

EDITORS BIT 

Cars and Coffee Event January 31st 

Entry: $10 per car payable at the entrance with each vehicle receiving a 
raffle ticket entering the draw to win prizes kindly donated by our spon-
sors at Awash Carcare and Cafe. 

 
Time: 9am - 12 noon   Location: Clarkes Point, Woolwich  

 
Food & Drink: The coffee will be supplied by Adore Estate and there will 
be a BBQ breakfast on site (we may also have a few other food stalls 
present at the event). 
... 
We will be making a donation to a charity association at the conclusion 
of the event (including proceeds from our last event). 
 
We have worked together with both the Local Council and Police to bring 
you a family friendly event to promote the automobile community of Syd-
ney in a premium location. We hope this event is as much of a success 
as it's predecessor allowing quality automobiles and like minded car en-
thusiasts to gather together to discuss and appreciate their vehicles over 
a cup of coffee, and we hope to see you all there on January 31st.  

https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeesydney 

 

!!!   LATE MAIL   !!! 

Esmeôs own   personal 

Sprite drive to  

sPort Macquarieé   

   (thatôs not a typo) 

https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeesydney
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Cowra Wine Weekend 2015 

For the video of this event 

go to https://

vimeo.com/122594497 

Brought to you by my iPhone and iMovie    

 Cheers Wendy 

http://www.vimeo.com/122594497
http://www.vimeo.com/122594497
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DǊŜƎƻǊȅ {ǘǊŀƴƎŜ aƻǘƻǊ aŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ 

Sydney home of Spriteõs and Big Healeysõ 
Sympathetic servicing and repairs to most              
     English and Classic Sports Cars.   
We also look after your daily drives. 

All employees are SPRITE CLUB members 
Associated with the Sprite Club since the 1970õs 

117 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, 2008 

 

 

 

Phone: 9319 2299 

 

   0412811958 

 

Photo sent in by Bert Langford promoting the Sprite Car Club of Australia while cruising the high seas 

Thanks for the idea Bert! How about everyone sending in photos of your Sprite hat  

taken in interesting locations? Keep it clean and fun :) No prizes, just for amusement. 
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Friday drives May to December 2015 

May 22 

Well, the May drive proved to be as damp a day as the April drive had been a month earlier, with pretty 

much non-stop rain. On the plus side we found a great new lunch venue in the Southern Highlands ï 

the Eling Forest Winery at Sutton Forest ï with delicious food and an open fire. All very welcome given 

the nasty weather and a place we hope to return to when the sunôs out. 

 

Eling Forest Winery 

June 19 

This was a run with a very special twist... How often do you get an invitation to inspect a genuine Se-
bring/Le Mans Sprite? Joe Armour has one of these very rare Works cars and has previously brought it 
along on a SCCA drive.  

This Friday saw us take up Joeôs kind offer to see the Sprite close up. We met at Common Ground 
Bakery near Picton (where we later returned for lunch) and Joe led the group along the lanes to his 
place in the country. 

It is hard to describe the feeling you get seeing Joeôs car sitting there surrounded by an amazing collec-
tion of memorabilia. Itôs hard to imagine how this car could ever have ended up with a better keeper. 
Joe has undertaken extensive research of the Healey marque of cars and kindly shared with us some 
of his knowledge of the development and racing history of the Healeys and Sprites.  

He explained how the Sebring and Le Mans Works' Sprite had first raced in 1966 at Sebring, being 
driven by Clive Baker and Rauno Aaltonen. Later that year the car appeared at Le Mans where it was 
driven by Clive Baker and John Rhodes. 

In 1968 the Sprite ran at Le Mans with the 5 speed gearbox and a Lucas petrol injection system. After 

the 1968 race the Healey Sprite was sold by the Works team. Joe dreamed of one day owning the car 

and approached Ian Polley who had cared for it for over 25 years.  

Ian wanted one last drive and where better than Le Mans. Joe told us how he recalls sitting in the pas-

sengerôs seat, no seat belt or helmet and going down the straight at 130 mph.  

Joe explained how it has a modified Mini front windscreen, 5 speed gearbox, hydraulic handbrake,  alu-
minium bodywork, spoiler around the rear, rear adjustable roof ventilation and he also pointed out some 
of its original orange day-glo paintwork (under the 1968 red paint). 

If you want to know more you will need to track Joe down and ask him. But be prepared because you 

will (no doubt as we were) quickly become consumed with the passion that Joe has for this remarkable 

piece of motor racing history. 
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Joe Armourôs Sebring/Le Mans Sprite on a SCCA run during 2013 

July 17 

This was an unusual run in that we had to cancel it at the last minute due to snow falling in the Southern 

Highlands! The hills behind Bowral and Mittagong were making national headlines as the snow fell that 

morning ï naturally we couldnôt take the Spridgets, but the temptation was too great for some of us... 

So we jumped in our bigger vehicles and headed to Range Road near Mittagong to find ourselves looking 

at a winter wonderland ï well, a definite dusting of snow anyway. It was positively magical. 

               
Snowy scenes along Range Road, Southern Highlands 

In the end there was a large table of SCCA members enjoying lunch in the warmth of the Moss Vale Hotel, 

so it became a Claytonôs cancellation really and a pretty good day out with quite a difference. 

 

 

Did you hear about the rhubarb thief? 

He was taken into custardy! 
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August 21 

The coastal and highland groups met at Douglas Park this time and went for a drive through the Macarthur 

area, ending up at the Bargo Pie Shop for lunch. The food was good and the caf® is unique in being an old 

service station. 

September 18 

Everyone met up for morning tea at the Old Tullimbah Inn near Albion Park. Then we drove over Jamber-

oo Mountain, along the valley and up Jamberoo Mountain Road to Robertson. After that we approached 

Burrawang from Wildes Meadow Road ï such a pretty drive on a sunny though cool day. We sat inside for 

lunch at the Burrawang Pub ï always a favourite at any time of year. 

 

Parked at the Tullimbah Inn ï Bugeyes rule (nearly)! 

 

Yep, someone has a new Sprite (Bob & Sandy Thomas) 

October 16 

And suddenly itôs high summeré After meeting up at Jamberoo we drove over Saddleback Mountain then 

via Gerringong / Gerroa to Nowra, and finally down to Pyree to have lunch at the Jindyandy Mill. It proba-

bly wasnôt the best day for a non-coastal drive as the temperature reached around 35 degrees and we 

were roasting in the open top cars, but the fine food and company more than made up for that small dis-

comfort. The restaurant overlooks the pasturelands and you can see for miles across the Shoalhaven 

flood plains ï itôs as flat as a tack and such different scenery from many of our drives. 

November 13 

A picnic day this time ï at Audley Weir in the Royal National Park. Luckily the weather was fine and warm 

(at least before the thunder started to rumble in the afternoon) and we had a great location in the shade by 

the river. A very relaxing time, apart from the local kookaburras who kept swiping food from our plates if 

we werenôt vigilant, not to mention the cockys who also wanted to be part of the action. Ray showed Jack 

(Julietôs great nephew, aged 3, who was visiting from NZ with his mum) how to fish and even caught two ï 

 

Mandatory 

Bum Shot 



 

 Page 11   Sprite Torque Jan ó16 

most impressive! Actually, it was even more impressive that he thought to bring a rod and then squeezed 

it in the Bugeye. Goodonya Ray! 

              

Relaxing with the wildlife at Audley Weir 

December 11 

A great turnout as always for our final run of the year. A total of 27 people for lunch with nearly everyone 

assembling at Rubyôs for coffee earlier on. This was another very hot day so we simply drove up Mount 

Keira to admire the views across Wollongong and its beautiful coastline before adjourning to the Har-

bourfront restaurant with its welcome air-conditioning. 

The Harbourfront did us proud ï an excellent 3 course meal with our tables located close to the corner 

windows so we could see the different aspects of Wollongong Harbour. Truly a waterfront experience. It 

was a wonderful way to end our year of Spritely Friday drives and we look forward to seeing old friends 

and meeting new ones in 2016. 

 

Some of the group at the Mt Keira lookout ï others were sensible enough to stay in the shade 

Attendance on the Friday runs above 

Instead of listing the attendees for each run, here is a list of people who have come along on one or more 

of the Friday runs above (in no particular order): 

George & Carolyn Ritchie; Les & Shirley Bryant; Ray & Denise Fahey; Graham & Joan McDonald; Paul 

Unicomb; Eian Poustie; Keith Smith & Juliet Richardson; Alan & Annemieke Edwards; Bob & Sandy 

Thomas; Barry & Gae Noakes; Brian & Gale Copland; Neil & Dianne Blaney; Paul & Mary Barbara; Bob 

Smith; Bob Rowntree & Kate Gibbs; Joe Armour; Ric Forster & Jean Haavasalu; Paul & Gillian Orton; 

Greg & Leah Holden. 

Photos taken by Juliet Richardson with the exception of Eling Forest Winery (taken from their website). 


