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Frank Mattich riding high 

on a Sprite from the Sprite 

Car Club of Australia in a 

Drivers Parade at War-

wick Farm circa 1960’s 

David Osborn of Caves Beach who has a 1969 Mercedes 300TD 

Han Bor of Kingswood who has a 1976 Toyota Landcruiser. 

For existing members: 

 Membership Renewals are due July 1st 

every year 

I'd guess that the club provided cars for the parade 
lap which wasn't unusual at the time but there is no 
acknowledgement in the programme.  I was pre-
sent but I can't recall seeing Sprites as part of any 
parade and have no photos. 

I do remember being part of a parade lap at Bath-
urst April '69 and the club was acknowledged in the 
program that time. 

 For your amusement, I have enclosed the page for 
the main race...excuse my brother Brian's scribble 
and I have also enclosed the Marque Sports race 
listing, lots of Sprite represented.  It must have 
been one of the few occasions in that era that did 
not include Bob Rowntree. 

Alan Barlow 

See page 24—Editor 
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Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. 
ABN: 62879038-526 

 

Club Patron: John Sprinzel 

Marque Mentors 

Mk 1 Sprite Greg Holden 0408777936, Colin Dodds 0414 789 263 

Mk 2 Sprite Neil Scott 0409 326 021 

Mk 3 Sprite Greg Strange 02 9909 8607, Kevin Sly 02 9604 2010 

Mk 3 Midget Position Vacant but Colin Dodds 0414 789 263 may be able to assist 

1500 Midget Greg Prunster 0428 169 931 Please call between 3pm &5pm as Greg 
    is a shift worker. 

 
 

S.C.C.A 
P.O. Box 696 

Kingswood. NSW 2747 
 

Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com 

Snail Mail to : 202 Fitzroy Street, Grafton. NSW 2460 

(magazine contributions close 20th of each month) 

 

General Meetings 

Parramatta RSL Club—2 Macquarie St, Parramatta. NSW 1250 

2nd Tuesday of each month starting at 7:30pm—Lachlan Room 

 

S.C.C.A. WEBSITE: www.spriteclub.com 

(View Sprite Torque in colour in the MEMBERS ONLY section) 

 

S.C.C.A. Email List: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-
aus 

PLEASE NOTE: The Committee positions are all honourary and 

are undertaken by private individuals in their spare time. Please 

contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to 

call you back at a time more convenient for themselves. The Sprite 

Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy 

or reliability of articles, correspondence, opinions or advertisements 

contained herein. 

Committee 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Barry Cockayne 

0427 066 878 

vicepresident@spriteclub.com 

MEMBERSHIP  

Sue Cockayne 

membership@spriteclub.com 

SOCIAL DIRECTOR 

Rod Pringle 

0448 009 223 

social@spritecub.com 

CLUB CAPTAIN 

David Baigent 

captain@spriteclub.com 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Wendy Gibbs 

0458 427 332 

editor@spriteclub.com 

C.S.C.A DELEGATE 

David Baigent 

REGISTRAR &  

CLUB PLATES 

Colin Dodds 

0414789263 

registrar@spriteclub.com 

REGALIA 

Avis Fowler 

(02)4729 3726 

regalia@spriteclub.com 

CLUB WEBSITE 

Ross Reichardt 

Spriteclub@spriteclub.com 

(02) 9980 6843 

CAMS DELEGATE 

Barry Cockayne 

0427 066 878 

LIBRARIAN 

Dave Lawrence 

(02) 9810 8982 

librarian@spriteclub.com 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Kerry Smith 

David Laing 

Ron Farlow 

Colin Dodds 

PRESIDENT 

Greg Holden 

0408777936 

president@spriteclub.com 

SECRETARY 

Graham Wells 

(02)9654 1344 

secretary@spriteclub.com 

TREASURER 

Les Payne 

0415 826 650 

treasurer@spriteclub.com 
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President’s Report 
It has been a big month this month. Wendy and Ian 
have been rewarded for all the hard work they put 
into Grafton for the long weekend. We had a very 
strong contingent from NSW as well as a big group 
of very sad Queenslanders attend the event (they 
had lost the first state of Origin game with a real 
Arse whipping). Numbers in total would have been 
around 60 odd for the weekend, this along with the 
hill climb attendees dropping in for dinner, saw the 
weekend being full. 

Rod continues to work hard on the social side of 
things with several excellent runs being organised. 
Rod and some other key club members putting their 
heads together for technical days along the way. 
Our dyno display at Brett’s is well down the plan-
ning stage and we may be able to test the horse-
power of some Sprites as well as look at tuning a 
few different cars. 

What projects do our club members have underway 
at present? I quite often talk about the jobs that we 
Leah and I are up to and I hope that you all enjoy 
reading about them as well. 

I also had the opportunity to learn about our club 
members projects and I would encourage you to put 
pen to paper and tell us about them. Is anyone 
building a unique Sprite or Midget? Is anybody 
building something that would interest our members 
that is not a Sprite or Midget. 

We recently finished the work on the Fergie. The 
clutch was slipping and it got to the point where I 
could not slash the paddock at all. Andrew next 

door has bigger tools than I do so we worked on it 
in Andrews shed. The clutch was first followed by 
rear axle seals, rear brake shoes, front and rear ball 
joints, rebuilt the carbi and totally re wired the trac-
tor with a spot light along the way. All oils and 
greases where changed. It took us a few months 
working on weekends or sometimes only for half an 
hour at a go. It works excellent and now she needs 
a roof over her head. She runs sweet and drives 
just as well. 

The Austin 7 is moving ahead and she runs very 
sweetly. I have been working on the floor in the boot 
area lately and have almost got it done. The differ-
ent components will be done with captive nuts to 
ensure the it is easy for fitting and removal. It will 
then be painted in Satin black paint. 

The side of the yard has been cleaned up and a 
stump that a twenty tonne crane can barely lift is out 
of the ground and ready for burning. 

We should be able to get some seed down and 
grow some grass along the way. 

The fires are a little slow at present but should get 
going again in the coming weeks. 

 

 

Editors Note 

Firstly, thank you to everyone who made the soggy journey to Grafton over the June long weekend. It was 

absolutely wonderful to have our Sprite family come and visit. The Vintage Club did offer to leave the Club 

house open for us to sit around and play cards all afternoon...and eat more cake! They thought we would-

n’t go through with the rally on Sunday but we proved what a fun loving bunch we are and took on all the 

elements.  

Please be advised that there will be a Special General Meeting next month to update our Club Constitu-

tion. Details start on Page 31 

The Club lost another character last month, Ivan Glasby. Thanks to Les Payne for filing us in on some of 

the fun that made Ivan the character he was. 

Best Regards, 

Wendy Gibbs 
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http://spriteclub.com/ S.C.C.A. Website 

Hello members! 

The club website has received about 40 'page hits' 

per day over the last month. Not surprisingly, the 

'front' page is the most visited but the second most 

visited page is the picture gallery page. That's inter-

esting because I hadn't previously thought the pic-

ture gallery would be as popular. If you like the pic-

ture page, let me know! If you think it can be im-

proved, let me know how and I'll see what I can do. 

While we're talking about this, I'm always interested 

in receiving pictures to put on the website, so if you 

have some good photos of club activities, send 

them to me and I'll put them on the web site. 

As I mentioned last month, I'm working on a rede-

sign of the club website but I'm hoping for some 

help from the club's members. So, here are the 

same questions from last month.  

1) How often do you visit the web site?  

2) What are you looking for when you go? eg. do 

you go to look at pictures, look at the events calen-

dar, find information about the cars, etc?  

3) Can you find what you want?  

4) If it worked better on a mobile phone or table, 

would you use it more or less?  

5) Do you find it easy to use? If not, what would you 

like to see?  

6) What is it about the web site that you like?  

7) What is it about the web site that you don't like?  

8) Are the pages clearly laid out?   

If you didn't reply last month, it's not too late - 

please send me an email 

(spriteclub@spriteclub.com) and tell me your an-

swers to these questions. While you're there, let me 

know what else we can do to improve the club web 

site. After all, it's your club and your club web site. 

All the best, 

Ross. 
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Sprite Car Club of Australia 

Facebook page 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/1343021499057918/ 

 

Interesting Links 

 - The June edition of Retroautos is now online. Click in this LINK to read the magazine. 

 - Cams speed read http://a.smartmailpro.com/link/j3wl5sy08/78htzryd9q 
 
 - I was reading the Healeys West mag and came across this link.  

  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-27/saving-the-last-delage-type-s-grand-prix-car/8310958 

 - www.britishsportscarhall.org  Our Club Patron John  Sprinzel has been inducted into the Hall of  
  Fame. Worth a look to see the company he keeps :) 

   Austin Healey Sprite Drivers' Club (Facebook page) 

· June 4 at 9:46pm ·  

Austin Healey Sprite Drivers' Club congratulates John Sprinzel on his induction into the Moss British 
Sports Car Hall of Fame. John's life's work has inspired would be sports car owners across the globe 
to embrace the Austin Healey Sprite and partake of the joys of ownership and use of what is an 
'affordable' sports car in their chosen mode of 'automobilism'. A gentleman and writer of many great 
books, the most recent ' Lucky John', - but really it is a case of Lucky Us. 
Thanks and Congratulations John! 
AHSDC 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1343021499057918/
https://www.shannons.com.au/club/news/retroautos-june-2017-exclusive-photos-of-the-american-proposal-for-the-lhlx-tora/
http://a.smartmailpro.com/link/j3wl5sy08/78htzryd9q
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-27/saving-the-last-delage-type-s-grand-prix-car/8310958
https://www.facebook.com/ahsdc/?ref=br_rs&hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/ahsdc/photos/a.214490528573266.57570.145961592092827/1516040571751582/?type=3
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Sprites Across Eastern Victoria 

3a Short Tour to Rutherglen and Corowa 

Monday saw the teams breaking off into sub groups 
according to the tour they wanted to do.  Our group 
was catching up with locals.  In the morning fog, we 
came across Sharon and Rob who had broken 
down. We all stopped to assist but after much dis-
cussion, and Simon G. delving into the depths of his 
Bugeye boot for a head gasket set, (quite a discov-
ery tour in itself), it was decided that repairs could 
not be done road side and it was time for the 
NMRA/RACV to come to the party.  Their cooked 
supercharged Bugeye was subsequently shipped to 
Glenorie and the afternoon found them tootling 
around in a Corolla which incidentally, had less 
room in its boot than their Sprite. 

After a scenic drive over to beautiful Yackandandah, 
we visited friends and then went searching for a 
long lazy late leisurely lunch.  Sue Dore found the 
‘Wicked Virgin’, a small family vineyard and olive 
grove established in 1999. Situated down a sweep-
ing hill coming in towards Rutherglen, ‘The Wicked 
Virgin’ invites visitors to dine on fresh produce, com-
plemented by their excellent Wicked Virgin Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil and boutique Calico Town Wines.  

We were greeted by Charlie the Cocky who had 
originally lived at the Zoo but had been sent packing 
in 1941 because of his offensive language. He has 
since lived with five other families before arriving at 
the vineyard where they are trying to teach him to 
say "You're a Wicked Virgin" and "Hey, keep off the 
garden".  

They have converted an old shearing shed into a 
mud brick cellar door and restaurant and the result 
is scenic and shady.  Gerry (so curious) went for a 
wander as lunch was being prepared, and found a 
mid80s Mercedes two door coupe under a tarp in 
the middle of a wood pile.  

 The other groups spread themselves out but most 
enjoyed lunch at Rutherglen, whether it be Pfeiffer's 
Winery or Pickled Sisters. Some went to Cofield's 
Wineries where Jack de Bruijne was the only one 
tasting; sadly it was busy and had only one lady 
serving so he quit the queue deciding Dan Murphy's 
was easier. 

We left Wicked and booked into Statesman Motor 
Inn, Corowa for happy hour at 4.30 and a lovely 
chat was had by all outside the motel rooms and in 
the central BBQ Rotunda.  Dinner was at Lazy 

Sam's, an easy eight minute walk away. It was deli-
cious. 

Elizabeth van Oosterom, 

Day 3 – Report – Long Tour 

 

Our task was to write an article for the afternoon of 
day three, and I am sure that everyone visited many 
different optional wineries and locations.  The objec-
tive for the day was to travel from Dartmouth Motor 
Inn (in the morning fog), to the final destination of 
the Statesman Motor Inn at Corowa, via two alterna-
tive routes.  

We chose the Long Tour travelling over Lake Road 
(from Old Tallangatta) that follows the eastern out-
line of Lake Hume and offers some very spectacular 
views on the lake from some of the higher points on 
the road, and also contains a portion of unmade 
road that John Fowler had been informed was due 
to be sealed before his planned trip.   

Dennis Varley in the 100/4 had an overheating front 
wheel bearing soon after travelling this Lake Road. 
As it was not possible to effect repairs to the 100/4, 
John & Kira, Tony & Nancy followed Dennis to 
Wodonga then Albury, where a workshop was lucki-
ly able to assist Dennis with new bearings. Dennis 
rejoined the group towards the end of the day.   

As this had ‘slightly’ disrupted our schedule, we 
made our way back to the Kiewa Valley highway, 
finally making our lunch stop the Beechworth Bak-
ery instead of Chiltern or Rutherglen. Later we trav-
elled on to the Chiltern-Barnawartha Road until we 
reached the Chiltern Car Museum.  

 Apparently not very many found this landmark as it 
was poorly sign-posted.  From our spot at the end of 
the driveway we saw several Sprites race passed 
the very small flag at the entrance to the museum 
on the way to Chiltern.  Our group was limited to 
John & Kira, Nancy & Tony, and Alex Robertson.  
Our host Gordon allowed us to wander around the 
extensive collection of Oil Bottles in appropriate 
racks, Fuel Bowsers, Old Steam Engines, various 
sheds that included Stationary Engines and the 
shed at the end of the driveway where we had 
parked that contained an MG TF 1500 and another 
American Sedan.   

Last month we left our intrepid Spriters in Dartmouth with cheese and biscuits... 

http://www.wickedvirginrutherglen.com.au/our_extra_virgin_olive_oil_rutherglen.html
http://www.wickedvirginrutherglen.com.au/our_extra_virgin_olive_oil_rutherglen.html
http://www.wickedvirginrutherglen.com.au/calico_town_wines.html
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On leaving the museum we continued on to Chil-
tern.  We chose to have afternoon tea at this point 
in the café almost opposite Dows Pharmacy where 
the sign on the door indicated that there was a tour 
in progress (with others of our group). We missed 
the World’s Largest Vine behind the Vine Hotel, and 
only looked at the Athenaeum Museum from the 
exterior. 

We then travelled to Rutherglen to investigate the 
Visitor Information Centre display, and to make a 
decision as to which wineries we would visit.  

The list was culled to three and we visited these in 
the following sequence. All Saints Estate, Camp-
bells Wines and Stanton Killen Wines.  At each of 
these wineries the staff were willing to allow sam-
ples, they would explain the attributes of the wine 
and make the customer feel welcome.   

Then it was time to return to Corowa and our ac-
commodation for the night. Happy hour was spent 
in the covered area for the BBQ equipment.  From 
here it was a short walk to Lazy Sam’s for a very 
nice dinner. 

Nancy & Tony – Blue Mk 2 HSA 964 

Monday PM April 24th 

 We arrived in historically preserved Yackandandah 
in bright sunshine for lunch and fuel stop. Beautiful 
autumn colours on the huge deciduous street trees 
added to the town’s attraction. Our group dined at 
various eating options available, agreeing on a 
30min break. With everyone re-fuelled we travelled 
through the Inigo River Valley’s fertile river flats, 
passing cattle, sheep and irrigated pastures to ar-
rive at Stevenson’s (Chilterns) Motor Museum near 
Barnawartha. A scurry of Spridgets parked in order-
ly fashion in the otherwise diverse muddle of memo-
rabilia. The amazing Petrolia exhibit in a shed was 
very organised and invoked many memories.  

 
Feeling a bit overwhelmed by this experience, we 
drove to Chiltern. After apologising for our late arri-
val, our guide showed us through the intact, Nation-
al Trust pharmacological treasure that is Dow’s 
Pharmacy. In contrast to the previous exhibit, this 
trip back in time reflected the rigour and orderliness 
necessary in a dispensary. Many admitted to nostal-
gic childhood memories from this remarkable visit.  

 
The Athenaeum Museum was closed and we 
missed the Worlds’ Largest Grapevine behind the 

Vine Hotel, so most of the group chose coffees at a 
cafe Chiltern’s historically maintained streetscape 
instead of rushing off to the Rutherglen Wine expe-
rience.  

With the weather starting to look a little changeable, 
we all decided to find our various ways to Ruther-
glen and motel in Corowa in time to join in with Hap-
py Hour under the covered garden shelter area, be-
fore walking to our dinner venue, Lazy Sam’s, locat-
ed in a beautifully restored 19th Century building at 
the other end of our street. An excellent alternative 
drop meal in delightful historic surroundings round-
ed off a great day’s touring.   

Judy & Russell Schmarr (SA) 

 
Evening Day Three – Sprites Across Eastern 

Victoria Tour 

The sky was starting to look threatening when we 
arrived in Corowa after our opportunity to visit a 
number of Wineries, so we were pleased to be 
greeted with a very warm and efficient welcome by 
Damian and Heather at the U-shaped Statesman 
Motor Inn. 

The usual frenetic unpacking was followed by a 
scramble to put our hoods up in deference to the 
weather report which predicted heavy rain for that 
evening and the following day.  We also noticed the 
presence of a “new car” in our midst, a loaner pi-
loted by Rob and Sharon Allen as a replacement for 
their pale green Bugeye which had thrown in the 
towel during the morning. 

After a well-attended Happy Hour, conducted in the 
central barbeque pergola we felt strong enough to 
set off for Lazy Sam's Eastdown House restaurant 
at 1 Sangster St., some ten minutes away. 

Reena Harrison, the joint proprietor gave us a short 
history of the building.  It was originally a two-story 
family home built in 1853, which later became a 
bank, and is now a very classy restaurant with origi-
nal features. The food was excellent with three dif-
ferent main courses, and pavlova or pannecotta for 
dessert.  The happy chatter around the stately room 
reflected the positive atmosphere. The meals were 
beautifully presented and we all walked home very 
satisfied. 

Val and David King 

White Mark 3A 

Sprites Across Eastern Victoria 

To be continued next month... 
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Grafton Gad About—Saturday by Nev Mansfield 

I was dragged out of bed, at 6.30 Saturday morn-

ing. After a hot shower I finally woke up, then Troy 

and I walked over to the pub kitchen and were 

served bacon and eggs rolls with coffee and fruit 

juice. I doubled up for the second bacon and egg 

roll. I’m sure Steve Dive followed suit. Any way after 

a bit of a talk as we hadn’t seen each other for 12 

months. 

It was then time for the heritage walk around the 

north side of town and the Clarence River bank 

starting at the park opposite the Crown Hotel where 

we were all staying.  A friend of Wendy’s, Marie 

Howlett, was out tour guide and also a member of 

the Grafton historical society and really knew her 

stuff. Telling us about the two small ceramic dolls 

two young girls had given the bricklayers in 1937 

and how they had placed them in the brick work. 

Both these small dolls can be seen today in the An-

glican Cathedral, a truly beautiful church. 

 

 

 

 

 

Next on the list was the Courthouse made of beau-

tiful old sandstone. The building is still used. Then a 

couple of very early houses both with a heap of his-

tory, the Catholic Church and the Sisters of Mercy 

precinct. All beautiful old buildings. Then onto the 

historic Grafton bent bridge, which has a road on 

top for trucks and cars, below trains cross the 

bridge both ways on the one- way track with points 

at each end. Then we discussed the different types 

of ferries that were used to carry the trains and ve-

hicles across the river before the bridge was built. 

We went onto the Grafton Shopping World link to 

the main street, where Greg Strange and I studied 

ten giant photos on the wall in the walk through on 

the history of Grafton. Truly a historical town and a 

great display. Finally, we got through the Link and 

we were surprised by about 100 trucks doing a 

grand parade down Prince Street - the main street 

of Grafton. All spic and span with plenty of chrome 

and plenty of air horns and the kids just loving it as 

it was the Grafton truck show weekend. 
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Then to top it all off before lunch we went to a 

1960’s ice cream parlour (iScream) which had every 

flavour you could think off. After finishing our double 

vanilla ice cream cone with 2 marshmallows on top, 

we were all ready to go out to the hill climb. Which 

was also on the same weekend, it had been raining 

on and off all morning, so Troy and I decided to go 

to Spotlight to buy a couple of umbrellas and just 

inside the door was a large umbrella stand. I think 

they were trying to tell us something. After that it 

rained and poured all weekend. 

When all arrived at the hill climb some of us settled 

down at the bottom at the start line and some of us 

moved up the top which was part of the go kart 

track. Also, it was very wet and slippery. We 

watched Steve Purdy and Alan Barlow do two runs 

each both taking it very steady and hoping it would 

fine up for Sunday. But alas it didn’t. This was the 

first time I’d ever seen an electric car compete at a 

hill climb. May be some sort of history made.  

After walking down to the kiosk just above the start 

line, and having a cup of hot coffee and a couple of 

really nice hot dogs and a quick jibber to Sue Purdy 

and Eileen Barlow we made off to the model trains 

which were back in town. 

The model trains brought memories back to Troy 

and I as with another couple of blokes we used to 

put on a display for 12 years featuring 0 and 00 

gauge at the AMRA (Australian Model Railway As-

soc.) display. The Grafton display looked a bit tired 

in my opinion and needs a bit of tidying up. 

 

Then we drove back to the motel and had a shower 
put some dry clothes on and settled in for some re-
freshments and more chit chat. After we dried our-
selves out we all walked over to the pub for our 
evening meal. And lo and behold another Wendy 
surprise! She and Ian had set up a small picture 
show featuring the rally from hell, Joe Armour’s talk 
on the Le Mans Sprite, Colin Dodds talk on The 
Frite and the big surprise was the new in Wendy’s 
Sprite Torques series the Light Weight Midget with 
the driver John Robertson and the owner Nev 
Mansfield.  John’s driving skills were clearly shown 
in Diane Lawler’s excellent video clip. And so ends 
one of the wettest days I have ever had and Mr 
Holden, I hope you like this report. 

 

Alan Barlow—Formerly known as Alain Q 

Prost Hyphen Barlow 

Grafton Gad About—Saturday 
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Grafton Gad About—Sunday by David Laing 

After another rainy night, awakening to light showers 
brought optimism & a continental brekky with a little 
more upbeat enthusiasm. We were all looking for-
ward to participating in the well planned events that 
Wendy & Ian had obviously spent many hours & 
weeks. A driver's briefing at 8.45 and attempts to 
dry out some of the cars, and we departed the Graf-
ton Hotel Motel carpark heading for a photo shoot, 
crossing the Clarence River via the rusty road-over 
rail bridge & through the flood levy wall on the 
southern banks of the river wanting some great 
shots of our Bugeyes, Sprites & Midgets with the 
Clarence River in the background, 

However, Paul & Mary Barbara had broken down in 
their Bugeye & were going back to the Hotel to pick 
up their tow vehicle & trailer. So, with one down, the 
shoot continues between showers before departing 
for Grafton Vintage Motor Vehicle Club clubhouse 
rooms at Jabour Park for morning tea. The spread 
of food & refreshments was sufficient for a luncheon 
- we were absolutely spoilt, like the closest of ac-
quaintances - and the rain continued.  

After official greetings from club President Doug 
Clark & VP Kim Dahl we were again "entertained" 
by our guide Ian Gibbs, in assuring us that his usual 
"tough as all hades, car observation runs" had been 
so well toned down that even the most temperamen-
tal driver/navigator combination could complete the 

planned route and finish together at the MacLean 
Hotel for lunch. So, full of delicious food & confi-
dence, and following a page of comprehensive in-
structions & questions, we headed off - you guessed 
it - in the rain.  



 

Sprite Torque June 2017  Page 12 

We could only imagine how picturesque the scen-
ery would be without the torrid rain. Steven Dive 
had his issues too with forward vision through one 
wiper only - his right wiper decided it had better 
things to do & flipped off its spline. A quick swap 
over of the left wiper arm restored the driver's view. 
Travelling on only bitumen roads, albeit some virtu-
ally single lane wide, bridges single lane & partial 
single lane, we somehow got to a ferry, just as it 
departed, so a large number of following vehicles 
caught up & queued, YES, in the rain awaiting the 
ferry's return.  

Ian had assured us that the distance we travelled 
on the ferry would have little or no difference on our 
Spritely odometers, that is if we even had lashed 
out big money for a vehicle that had one! - he had 
included the ferry travel distance! So once off the 
ferry it was straight to the Maclean watering hole - 
who mentioned WATER - it seemed to get heavier, 
if that was possible, causing us to slow to 25mph, 
well that's what it showed on my Speedo! Parking in 
the muddy carpark capped it off, although the rain 
had eased to continual showers.  

A great meal & company did wonders, until it was 
time to face the elements again - through the mud & 
puddles & into our soaking cars, then most of us 
passed up the opportunity to be challenged by the 
afternoon observation run. We knew Ian would un-
derstand as there was nothing we could do to influ-
ence the weather, other than distorting our vision. In 
order to achieve this, straight back to Grafton Hotel 
and leave the cars out in the elements & dry out 
externally & lubricate internally.  

After a most enjoyable afternoon, it was time to set 
off on the arduous 3.18min walk to the Roche Hotel 
for dinner at the Captain's Table, a 30+ft slab of tim-
ber taken from the trunk of one ginormous tree. Dis-
cussions were around "how the b....dy hell did they 

get it into the room" - maybe they floated in during 
one of Grafton's floods? The food & company was 
great & then the realisation hit - back in the cursed 
rain to our rooms at the Crown Hotel, which was 
closed for trading for the whole day, so socialising 
unfortunately was restricted again due to RAIN. We 
all felt for Wendy & Ian after putting in so much ef-
fort to ensure we would have a wonderful time in 
their home town. We really did have a great time, 
that will be remembered long after we have dried 
out! 

 

 

 

 

Grafton Gad About—Sunday by David Laing 

The Captains Table—Roches Family Hotel 

Rally Team TART 

Drive again! 
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Ivan Glasby, 1946-2017 

Ivan grew up in Rhodesia, living on acreage outside 

of Bulawayo. On the land were several African fami-

lies who worked looking after  the house hold duties 

such as cooking washing cleaning and ironing. In 

return, Ivan and his family had a duty of care to look 

after them. These people were their responsibility. 

In his early days he raced cars, Mini’s and open 

wheelers. He and his Dad Eric travelled to the Con-

go to race cars. Ivan used an African driver as white 

people were considered a delicacy in that part of the 

country.  When the driver went to pay the service 

attendant, he would prefer Ivan rather than the pay-

ment for the fuel, so Ivan would hide under a tarp 

whenever others were around. They were stopped 

on one occasion by the militia and told to turn back 

as there was too much unrest with bandits on the 

road ahead. These were the times in Rhodesia that 

Ivan grew up in.  

Ivan won many trophies in Mini’s, open wheelers 

and midgets in South Africa. Ivan’s father won ral-

lies in a Bistol and an AC as well as in an AC ACE 

on the track. 

Ivan and his brother Bruce worked for their Father in 

Bulawayo, with the BMC franchise. Ivan’s first car 

was a model T ford. Bruce remained in Bulawayo 

with the business, but life had become so expensive 

it was cheaper for him to deliver customers invoices 

than send them by post. 

Ivan decided to bring his family to Australia as he 

believed it would provide his children with more op-

tions for a better future. Funny enough when his 

son, Gary, took up flying, he had to go to South Afri-

ca then on to Harari to increase his hours to allow 

him to fly international routes. 

Ilva’s (Ivan’s wife) parents arrived here just before 

Ivan and settled in Castle Hill. Ivan and Ilva visited 

twice before deciding to settle here as well. 

Ivan’s parents followed many years later and I en-

joyed the time with Eric, Ivan’s father.  He was as 

fanatical as Ivan, no wonder they were so success-

ful. Eric came out with his AC ACE and a K2 MG 

chassis number 33 of 32 cars. He offered customs 

$1500 valuation and they thought he was over the 

top but accepted the value.  

The K2 was built for the Mille Miglia and was very 

successful. I was a passenger in this car, out at 

Amaroo Park with Ivan, what a buzz. Ivan’s parents 

were involved in Ivan’s business for a while till they 

moved to Tasmania.   

When leaving Rhodesia, Ivan could only bring some 

of the toys he had accumulated in the form of race 

cars, Norton Bikes and car chassis.  At this time it 

was difficult to take vehicles out of Rhodesia. Ivan 

found cars and chassis of race cars around the 

world and these started to amass his collection, 

which he brought in with him when coming to Aus-

tralia. I remember one pallet of goods of rare parts 

went astray, after some research and about 18 

months it was located in Mauritius, but the contents 

had disappeared.  

I first met Ivan in the mid 70’s, Ilva and my wife 

worked at the United Permanent Building Society 

together. Julie convinced Ilva to come to the works 

Christmas party, but Ilva had a hard time getting 

Ivan there as he was always working. Fortunately 

he came and was placed beside me by the girls. 

Ivan said MG, I replied 1928 chev truck and the dis-

cussion carried on for some 40 years. 

Ivan never had a “proper” job, though I think he had 

a better working time than most.  In the early days 

he did suspension work on the RX7 touring cars. 

From the parts he had scoured he rebuilt many 

cars. I can remember taking a Brabham to an His-

toric meet at Oran park. We worked no end of hours 

restoring the beautiful car, but 1 week out, knew we 

could not finish. The car arrived looking like new, 

but only a few of us knew there was no crank or pis-

tons in the engine. 

 

Vale Ivan Glasby 
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I remember assembling a Manx Norton in my living 

room for him, spraying cars in my drive way.  At a 

time I wanted something different so I suggested I 

would get a Rover 3500.  He stopped me and said 

get a Bristol, I had to ask what is a Bristol. I had 5 

Bristols and an AC Aceca following that discussion.  

We would go to Swap meets and Ivan would pick 

up an upright from a Hillman Imp, knowing which 

project it would support. One such trip to Bargo Ivan 

was not feeling well so I had to drive his Lotus Elan, 

both ways and over Razorback, what a hoot. 

Ivan had his HQ 1 ton ute and would not part with it.   

The trips we did to Melbourne, Dunedoo, Cowra, 

Wagga and many other places picking up parts or 

cars with it were memorable. I have a photo with my 

daughter Kate beside the 1 tonner at age 18 

months and Kate is now 35, and the truck lives on. 

Mini shells fit on a 1 tonner.  

Ivan had 2 lathes, Tig welder, chassis bed and a 

Mill.  I know this because I helped him install and 

relocate them in Baulkham Hills, Castle Hill, Hoyle 

Ave, Thornleigh, Hornsby and then back to Hoyle 

Ave. Between us we restored many vehicles for 

Ivan and myself, working with Ivan was a bit frus-

trating at times as Ivan only accepted 101 %, this 

came to him easier than to me. Ivan would collect 

shelving where ever whenever and the shelves are 

all full. 

Ivan’s knowledge of cars, race cars and general en-

gineering was nothing short of astounding. What he 

did not know he would go to the extremes to find 

out to have it correct. We worked no end of hours 

on a Cooper Climax at one point in time and for 

thanks he bought me a push bike which I have trav-

elled countless miles across this country and can’t 

thank him enough for the gesture. 

Ivan’s biggest passion was Mini’s, but Bristols, AC 
ACE, Rear engine  
 

Cooper Bristol, J2 MG, Lotus Elan were also a few 

of his favourites. We would go to a paddock or a 

house to pick up a rusty relic, which I would have 

left behind.  He even paid $150 for one, but he 

knew it had Cooper S brakes and so much more. 

When Ivan believed in something he would follow it 

through with a passion. He had a strong political 

feeling and would debate anyone who was in anoth-

er camp, unrelenting. When the carbon tax debate 

was on we had to go to Canberra to protest.  

We went to Dunedoo to pick up a broken 29 Desoto 

tourer,  Doug Walters father’s car, Ivan said leave it. 

For $50 we loaded it on the trailer, the chassis 

broke in the process, but there were so many parts 

that were used. 

Ivan’s ability with the Tig and his machines made 

him a target for people wanting something done, 

and Ivan could not let anyone down, no matter how 

difficult or time consuming the job would be. 

Ivan spoke to me many years ago for advice on 

how to retire, firstly I asked him to do a stock take, 

some weeks later even he was shocked, he had 48 

cars. 

I think his most memorable feat was to take part in 

the Historic car race at Monte Carlo. He ran the 

Rear engine Cooper Bristol. He sold this car to an 

Englishman, for a reason I don’t think he ever came 

to grips with, then bought it back several years later 

for a reduced price. He visited England and worked 

in a shed to rebuild the car as the current owner 

had all but destroyed the car. When it was complet-

ed he loaded it on a trailer and headed off to Monte 

Carlo for a very successful race meeting. 

 

Vale Ivan Glasby 
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VG Auto Paints Tech Day 
Where: 11 Amax Ave, Girraween. 

When: Saturday 8th of July. 

Time: 8:30am 

This will be a hands on day with plenty of opportunities to participate. 

BBQ will be on as usual, all welcome. 

Please RSVP to Rod for catering. 

For more information contact-  

Sprite club: Rod Pringle  

Email: social@spriteclub.com.au 

 

The things you do, I was going to Africa for a holi-

day, Ivan says my friend, Lew, needs to copy a 

gearbox case.  Can you take it to Johannesburg, 

please. Why not says me, got through customs this 

side but in Jo-burgh I was having trouble with cus-

toms until, a young, well-built blonde arrived at the 

gate. I was sent on my way and the young lady was 

ushered forward.  

Ivan always had a vision.  He knew the cars he 

wanted in his show room, and the race cars he still 

had to complete. He was the biggest hoarder I 

could ever hope to meet, but he knew where all of it 

fitted into his big plan. 

Ivan’s son Gary is following in Ivans footsteps in 

that he is collecting cars, but only Ferrari. Nice 

choice. 

Ivan and Ilva loved to travel to Italy to holiday with 

Ilva’s brother and family. 

Ivan and Ilva have a very close and strong knit fami-

ly and friends and you are blessed if you are part of 

that group. 

There are few people I have known, so closely and 

for as long, as Ivan and Ilva. 

Les Payne 

Vale Ivan Glasby 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
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SPRITE CAR CLUB 

DRIVE TO SURVIVE PROGRAM 

 
 
 

 

DRIVERS WANTED 
 

The Sprite Car Club of Australia will be sponsoring two people to attend Ian Luff’s “P Plate Drive to Survive”. 

Ian has been a driver education pioneer since 1972. Over 150,000 people have attended his Drive to Survive courses 

designed to improve driver behaviour as well as developing existing skills, increasing a driver's knowledge and 

awareness. Who better could the Sprite Car Club team up with to provide this opportunity to members, family, friends, 

neighbours and associates? 

See here for more details of Ian Luff’s P-Plate Drive to Survive Course: 

http://www.drive-to-survive.com.au/p-plate-driving-program 
 

The criteria: 

- The recommendation must come from a Sprite Car Club member. 

- We need the recommendation in writing (up to half A4 page) explaining why you are nominating the person. 

- Your suggested participant needs to have a current Provisional Licence (red or green P plates) 

- If you are a Club member on a Provisional Licence, then yes, you can nominate yourself! 

- Age is no barrier. 

 
From the nominations, the Committee will select one member of the Sprite Car Club, and one non member. 

Nominations are required by the end of July and be announced in the August edition of Sprite Torque. 

The attendee’s can choose the appropriate available time that suits them. 
 
 
 

SEND NOMINATIONS TO: 

 
Sprite Car Club Drive to Survive Program 

PO Box 696 

Kingswood 

NSW 2747 

or via email: 

drivetosurvive@spriteclub.com 
 

Don’t forget to include your name, phone number, email address, and the relationship between you and your nominee – 

eg: self, daughter, nephew, friend, neighbour, workmate. 
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Coming Events 

Date Event 

June Fri 16  Kangaroo Valley 
2017  Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

  
 

 

Tuesday 
20th 

Twilight Run 

  Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta 

  Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur Street 

  7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat 

  Get your car out and come along. 

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

  
 

July Saturday  Technical Day - VG Auto Paints 
2017 8th Where: 11 Amax Ave, Girraween. - 8.30am 

  Please RSVP to Rod  for catering. 

  Email: social@spriteclub.com.au 

   

 Sunday Donald Healey Birthday 
 9th The Bowling Green - Parramatta Park 10 am -3.30pm 

  BBQ Lunch and soft drinks provides. Just bring your chair and your Healey 

  More info contacts Ross 0408465547 or www.austinhealeynsw.com.au 

   

 Sunday Fish and Chip Run - Palm Beach 

 16th 

1104 Barrenjoey Rd Palm Beach 02 99741110 Meet @ 10.00am McDonalds Nth 
Parramatta (Victoria Rd Nth Parramatta) for departure @ 10.30am Sharp 

  Last year this was a bit off a washout, we will try again but this time with Sunshine. 

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

   

 Tuesday  Twilight Run 

 18th Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta 

  Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur Street 

  7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat 

  Get your car out and come along. 

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

   

  Helensburgh 

 Fri 21 Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

  Please Note: Change of destination. 

   

mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com.au
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
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Coming Events 

Date Event 

July Saturday Tech. Day - Brett's Automotive 
2017 29th Who has the most Horse Power in there sprite or midget?? 

  Who has the most Horse Power in there non marque car?? 

  Details to follow 

   

 T.B.A.  July Luncheon/ Dinner 

   Formerly known as Christmas in July. More information to follow - 

   

August Sunday Shannon's Sydney Classic 
2017 13th Meet @ 8.30am depart 9.00am Prospect Hotel-Motel Great Western Hwy, Prospect 

  

All Day Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek Shannon’s Display Day, Eastern 
Creek Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek. If you require ticket for car please 
contact Rod. Over 1900 Veteran & Classic vehicles from over 150 clubs on display 
and on parade, including cars, motorbikes, scooters and military vehicles, police ve-
hicles, ambulances & fire engines. AND it’s on rain, hail or shine. There’s plenty to 

see and do indoors. 

  If you require ticket for car please contact 

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

   

 Tuesday  Twilight Run 

 15th Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta 

  Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur Street 

  7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat 

  Get your car out and come along. 

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

   

 
Fri 25 Visit Berrima 

  Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

   

 Sunday All British Display Day 

 27th 

WHERE: - The Kings School – 82-129 Pennant Hills Rd, Nth Parramatta WHEN: - 
Sunday 27th August 2016 – gates open 7AM – display 9am to 3pm WHAT’S ON: - 
The annual ALL BRITISH DAY & SCCA annual Concours & Picnic Day – BBQ Lunch 
+++ included. COST: - NO cost to you & your passengers if you display a vehicle. 
You need to submit the ENTRY Form otherwise YOU WON’T GET A CAR TICKET 
Last year we had over 120 vehicles on display of which 88 were Sprites/ Midgets. 
Help us break records again this year whilst having FUN! 

   

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

   

mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
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Coming Events 

Date  Event 

Septem-
ber Saturday Blacktown Drive-In 

2017 9th  

  Cricketers Arms Road, Blacktown 02 96224170 

  

Sydney’s only remaining Drive-in Cinema, with 2 Screens.  

We do not know what is showing,  

  but will find out closer to the Movie Times 8.45pm Cost $11.00 per Person 

  More Details to Follow. 

   

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

   

 Fri 15th Friday Drive 

  Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

  More details to follow 

 Tuesday Twilight Run 

 19th Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta 

  Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur Street 

  7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat 

  Get your car out and come along. 

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

   

October Fri 13th Friday Drive 
2017  Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

  'More details to follow 

 Tuesday Twilight Run 

 17th Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta 

  Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur Street 

  7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat 

  Get your car out and come along. 

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

  
 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
mailto:social@spriteclub.com
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Coming Events 
Date  Event 

November Fri 10th Friday Drive 
2017  Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

  'More details to follow 

 Sunday Lunch @ Graham & Catherine Dickie's 

 29th Details to Follow 

  
 

 Sunday Drive to Warragamba Dam 

 12th Details to Follow 

  
 

December Fri 8th Friday Drive 
2017  Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

  'More details to follow 

 Tuesday Twilight Run 

 21st Sopranos Gourmet Pizza and Pasta 

  Behind McDonalds Cnr. Hassell & Arthur Sts Rosehill - Entrance on Arthur Street 

  7pm Come and enjoy Pizza, Pasta & a chat 

  Get your car out and come along. 

  Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com 

  
 

 Sunday AGM & Christmas BBQ 
 3rd Details to Follow 

January Fri 19th Friday Drive 
2018  Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am. 

  Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend. 

  'More details to follow 

mailto:social@spriteclub.com
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July 
Saturday 

1st Austin Healey Owners Club Sprint 

2017  Wakefield Park - Goulburn 

  Contact David Baigent for details -captain@spriteclub.com 

  Phone Mobile - 0407137776 

August 
Saturday 

12th  Morgan Owners Club Super Sprint 
2017  Sydney Motor Sport Park Brabham Circuit 

  Contact David Baigent for details -captain@spriteclub.com 

  Phone Mobile - 0407137776 

Sept 
Sunday 

24th Sprite Car Club of Aust Super Sprint 
2017  Sydney Motor Sport Park South Circuit 

  Contact David Baigent for details -captain@spriteclub.com 

  Phone Mobile - 0407137776 

October 
Sunday 

15th Triumph Sports Owners Super Sprint 
2017  Wakefield Park - Goulburn 

  Contact David Baigent for details -captain@spriteclub.com 

  Phone Mobile - 0407137776 

   

Competition Corner 

Courtesy of Alan Barlow 
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Competition Corner 

It has come to my attention that I might have implied, in the my article reviewing the FoSC meeting on 18-
3-17, that FoSC had in some way mismanaged the organisation of the categories for the event. I most cer-
tainly did NOT mean to imply this and in fact I have always found the wonderful people at FoSC’s organi-
sational skills to be exemplary. I intend to attend every FoSC meeting I am able to, for as long as I can. 
Regards to all, Nick Sebesfi” 

An Apology 

After a great GEAR day at Willowbank raceway My brother Paul is stoked with how good the Toolbox per-
forms. We hope to compete at the Qld historics at Morgan Park in July. 
 
Regards Phil Cuthbert  

Moving right along... 
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SPRITE & MIDGET NATIONALS 

WODONGA VICTORIA 2018  

PROUDLY PRESENTED AND RUN BY AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE DRIVERS’ CLUB 

INFORMATION BULLETIN NO.1 

Austin Healey Sprite Drivers’ Club is proud to be organising and hosting the 2018 Sprite & Midget Nation-

als at Wodonga Victoria April 25
th
 – 29

th
 2018. 

Come and join us in this 60th Anniversary year of the Austin Healey Sprite Mk 1 

Accommodation will be at the quality Quest Apartments Wodonga including undercover parking for cars 

and trailers, evening meals at the adjoining ‘Huon Hill’ Restaurant Function Centre. 

For the competitively minded delegates, sprints, regularity and the motorkhana will be held at the 

Wodonga Motorsport Park.  

For socially minded delegates you will have the opportunity to explore what is undoubtedly an area full 

of places of great historical, scenic and culinary interest. 

Something for everybody whether you are ‘competitive’ or ‘social’ with quality accommodation, meals, 

entertainment, themed nights and activities, light hearted fun and socialisation through every day.    

OUTLINE OF EVENT PROGRAM 

Wednesday   25th  APRIL Meet and Greet night; Registration and Scrutineering 

Thursday       26th  APRIL Sprint & Regularity at Wodonga Motorsport Park;    Lunch;   Dinner 

                   Regional Bus Tour;   Lunch;     Dinner 

Friday            27th  APRIL Motorkhana at Wodonga Motorsport Park;   Lunch;   Dinner 

       Regional Bus Tour;    Lunch;     Dinner 

Saturday        28th APRIL   Show & Shine/Concour at Junction Square; Lunch;  Observation Run;  

                                           Gala Dinner                                                  

Sunday          29th APRIL Farewell Breakfast  

Sunday          29th APRIL Commencement of a Post Event Tour Subject to Expressions of Interest. 

REGISTRATIONS OF INTEREST   

Register your interest in attending this event and to be kept up to 

date by way of forthcoming Information Bulletins:- 

Email Terri Corbin:    terri@gregcorbinarchitects.com.au 

Register you interest in a Post Event Tour 

Email Terri Corbin:    terri@gregcorbinarchitects.com.au 

mailto:terri@gregcorbinarchitects.com.au
mailto:terri@gregcorbinarchitects.com.au
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By Bruce Abrey. 

It started simply, heaven knows 

He’d drag her off to old car shows 

And so the search for one will start 

To find the type that melts his heart 

And scours at length the vintage ads 

For Bentleys, Royce or 30’s Cads 

Perhaps his sights were set too high 

She told him with a gentle sigh 

For they had kids and had to budget 

No matter how he tried to fudge it 

He started out anew to see 

Old Fords, and Rootes and B.M.C. 

It took a while to realise 

The car that he would really prize 

“My Dad had one, a ‘57 

To find another would be heaven” 

“There’s one for sale, it’s not that far, 

Come with me to view the car”. 

She stares at him, he’s filled with lust 

And surely looking past the rust 

His minds eye sees the work all done 

All gleaming in the morning sun 

To keep him happy she agrees 

 

They’ll somehow have to pay school fees 

Her granite tops and Butler sinks 

 Will have to wait awhile she thinks 

And so the seed for him is sown 

She’ll have to spend her nights alone 

He’s out there working on his treasure 

Not sharing in his partners leisure 

“The sheds too small, I need more space 

To build another would be ace” 

And search for parts upon the net 

There are still more to find and get 

And finding that nice steering wheel 

That really would complete the deal 

He takes it off to motor shows 

And talks with dreamers of his woes 

And gets with others of his ilk 

Ideas and tips from them he’ll milk 

And so, in time, their lives will pass 

The old car will go out to grass 

Their kids don’t want it, no one cares 

They don’t know how to do repairs 

But then, emerges from the mist 

Another automobilist 

“My Granddad had one I recall 

Back in the day when I was small”  

And so the dream lives on again 

That lovely two tone Standard Ten.  

The Car Collector  
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Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc 
Membership Application/Renewal 

2017/2018 
 

SCCA Memberships are for a 12 month period from 1st July to the following 30th June. New members joining between 
July and December pay a full year's fee. There is a reduced fee for new members joining between January and June. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Membership of the SCCA will entitle you to take part in both social and competition events organised by the SCCA and 
other associated Clubs.  You will be covered under the public liability insurance issued to the Club by CAMS.  You will 
also be entitled to NSW Historic Conditional Registration for one or more of your vehicles subject to them meeting the 
requirements of the Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. and the RMS.  You will be entitled to vote at any General Meeting 
and at the Annual General Meeting. You will have access to the monthly edition of Sprite Torque, available on the Club's 
web site.   Family membership is two adults and any children under the age of 18. 

 
I hereby apply to renew membership of the Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. I state that I am not aw are of any 
reason why I would be ineligible for membership of a CAMS affiliated club or its associated entities, and further 
that I agree to conform with the Constitution of the Club (copy available on request for 'members area' of 
www.spriteclub.com. 

 
Signed: ................................................................................... 
Date: / / 2017 

 

Name (Please print when filling out the form) 
 
First Name 

 
Surname 

Date of 
Birth 

 
Email address 

Member 
Number 

     

     

     

     

Address details 
Street Suburb State Postcode 

    

Phone numbers 
Home Business Mobile 

   

 

Cars 
Make Model Year Colour Condition Rego No. 

      

      

 

Sprite Torque hard copy 
If you wish, we can mail you a hard copy of Sprite Torque each month for a fee of $20 per year. 

 

Fees - Family membership is two adults and any children under the age of 18. 

Single Sprite Torque by Electronic download $60.00 $ 
Family Sprite Torque by Electronic download $70.00 $ 
Hard copy of Sprite Torque by post  -  add cost to membership $20.00 $ 
Total Forwarded  $ 

Payments can be made by Cheque, Money order or cash enclosed with your Membership Form or by EFT. The details 
are:-   BSB 062-309 A/C 1000 4231 Reference (Membership No or Full Name) 

 

Membership Secretary 
S.C.C.A Membership, 
PO Box 242, 
GLADESVILLE NSW 1675 

 
membership@spriteclub.com 
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Torque Trader 

1969 MG Midget Mark III— For Sale 

This lovey little car, with a long history of Club mem-

ber ownership and service and parts records to 

match, is looking for her new home. 

British Racing Green with black white piped interior. 

She has a 1275 motor and is a consistent award 

winner. 

Asking Price $16,900 

Contact Rob Howes on 0409 332 363 

 
Gregory Strange Motor Mechanic 

Sydney home of Sprite’s and Big Healeys’ 

Sympathetic servicing and repairs to most              

     English and Classic Sports Cars.   

We also look after your daily drives. 

All employees are SPRITE CLUB members 

Associated with the Sprite Club since the 1970’s 

117 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, 2008 

 

Phone 93192299 0412 811 958 
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Torque Trader 

For Sale 

I have 10 years of past mags that I no longer require from Jan 04 to June 14 (I have kept a small number 
for personal nostalgia) I also have 2 years of the MG club mags. 

 
> We will be moving house in the near future and have no further need for these mags so if someone 
wants to pick them up they are welcome to them. 

 
> They can call me on 0418461211, we are in Kurmond (just west of north Richmond). 
>  
> 
> Paul Norris 

Free to Good Home 

Mk3 body shell only. Floors done. Other repair panels provided. 
$1500. 

Contact Anthony 
0413316726 
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Torque Trader 

I have a Mk 2 body shell complete and relatively rust free. Also have quite a few other parts including race 
style guard flares roll bar uprights etc. Also have engine/gearbox mounts for instillation of Toyota 4age as 
in Theay Fays race car. Would make great race car. Many new panels. After $1500. 

Photos available. 

Regards 

Milton Legge 
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Club Regalia  

If you would like one or more logos, it can arranged for an addi-
tional cost. 

Prices do NOT include postage. 

Contact Avis or Elise 0412 051 594 or regalia@spriteclub.com 

Sprite Hats 

$15 

Mens Jacket sizes from 

Small to 3XL 

 

Ladies Jackets sizes from 

8 - 20 

All these items can be ordered with your choice of logo: 

Cable Knit 

Scarf 

$15 

Midget 
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Date:  TUESDAY JULY 11TH 

 

Venue: Lachlan Room, Parramatta RSL Club. Cnr. 
Macquarie & OÇonnell Sts., Parramatta 

Time:  To commence at 7.30 pm. Followed by the 
committee meeting. 

Agenda: 

 Proposed changes to the Club constitution. 

The Dept. of Fair Trading made a number of chang-
es to the Incorporated Association Act in September 
2016. Our constitution is based on the Fair Trading 
Model Constitution & the committee has reviewed 
this and proposes the following changes to our Club 
constitution.  

In addition we have never covered junior members 
in any way & it is proposed to amend the by-laws to 
do this. 

The reasoning behind the increase in quorum num-
ber for a general meeting is that the current consti-
tution requires only 5 members & therefore a small 
number of members could vote in a resolution that 
could have a significant impact on the club. An in-
crease to 15 covers at least the committee and a 
number of other members being present. 

The changes are as highlighted below. 

Constitution Changes. 

Part 2.3 Nomination for membership  

 (a)must be made by a member of the associa-

tion in writing ,including Email or other 

electronic means, in the form set out in Ap-

pendix 1 to this constitution, and  

  (a)notify the nominee in writing, including 

Email or other electronic means, that the 

committee approved or rejected the nomina-

tion (whichever is applicable), and  

Part 2.7 Register of members. 

(7)If the register of members is kept in elec-

tronic form  

 (a) it must be convertible into hard copy and 

     (b)  the requirements in sub-clause (2) and 

(3) apply as if a reference to the   register of 

members is a reference to a hard copy of the 

register of members. 

Part 2.10 Resolution of disputes. 

(3)The Commercial Arbitration Act  2010 applies 
to any such dispute referred to arbitration.  

Part 3.14 – Composition and membership of com-
mittee  

(9) There is no maximum number of consecu-

tive terms for which a committee member 

may hold office. 

Part 3.16 Secretary. 

      (3)Minutes of proceedings at a meeting must be 

signed by the chairperson of the meeting or by the 

chairperson of the next succeeding meeting to certi-

fy that the minutes are a true and accurate record. 

The signature of the chairperson may be trans-

mitted by electronic means for the purpose of 

sub-clause (3). 

Part 3.18 Casual Vacancies. 

(g)is absent without the consent of the commit-

tee, which the committee may grant or 

not at its discretion in each case, from 3 

consecutive meetings  

Part 4.27 Quorum for general meetings. 

(2)  Fifteen members present (being members 

entitled under this constitution to vote at a gen-

eral meeting) constitute a quorum for the trans-

action of the business of a general meeting.  

Part 4.38 Association is non-profit.  

Subject to the Act and Regulations, the associa-

tion must apply its funds and assets solely in 

pursuance of the objects of the association and 

must not conduct its affairs so as to provide a 

pecuniary gain for any of its members. 

 

 

 

Attention: Special General Meeting 

Continued overleaf 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1984%20AND%20no%3D160&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1984%20AND%20no%3D160&nohits=y
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Part4.39 Distribution of property on winding-up 

of association. 

(1) Subject to the Act and the Regulations, in a 

winding-up of the association, any surplus prop-

erty of the association is to be transferred to an-

other association with similar objects and which 

is not carried on for the profit or gain of its indi-

vidual members. 

(2) In this clause, a reference to the surplus 

property of an association is a reference to that 

property of the association remaining after sat-

isfaction of the debts and liabilities of the asso-

ciation and the costs, charges and expenses of 

the winding-up of the association. 

 

By-Laws changes. 

2. (g) …………………..Council of Motor Clubs 

(CMC). 

     (o)………………..CMC………… 

5. Membership Eligibility. 

(b) Honorary Life Member. Any nomination must 

first be approved by the committee. 

(d) Junior Member-A junior member is a person 

between the ages of 12 and 18 years of age. 

They are eligible to participate in all activities of 

the association & enjoy all privileges other than 

voting at a general meeting or holding a commit-

tee position. They may hold individual member-

ship or be included in a family membership. Per-

sons under 12 years of age may be included in 

family membership. 

6. Subscriptions. 

Such subscription fees may, at the committee’s 

discrepancy, be set separately for individual 

members, family memberships, honorary life 

memberships and junior members. 

Attention: Special General Meeting 

13TH June, 2017 

Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta 
Meeting commenced: 7.30pm  
       

Present:   Committee members: Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Ron Farlow, Kerry Smith, Barry Cockayne, 
Sue Cockayne, David Baigent, Avis Fowler. 

       Members: Harley Pringle, Paul Barbara 

Apologies:  Greg Holden, David Laing, Colin Dodds, Wendy Gibbs, Les Payne. 

    In the absence of Greg Holden, Barry Cockayne acted as Chairman. 

Minutes of  Previous Meeting:  Minutes of the previous meeting were presented by Graham Wells. A 
couple of typographical errors were corrected. Moved accepted Ron Farlow, seconded Kerry Smith. Car-
ried. 

Business Arising:  None other than items covered later in the agenda. 

          

 

 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting 
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING   

Treasurer’s Report:  Graham Wells presented a report for Les Payne. 

  General Account:   

Opening balance                                                    $18,189.01 

Deposits            $1,765.00 

Payments            $70.00 

Closing balance 30/4                                              $19,884.01 

Savings Account: 

     Opening balance                                                     $20,603.19 

     Interest              $10.16 

                       Closing balance   30/4                                             $20,613.35 

Business Transaction Account: 

                        Opening balance                                                       $3,410.53 

     Payments                          $205.20 

     Fees                $10.00 

     Closing balance     30/4                                            $3,195.33  

  Total Cash in Bank                                                                        $43,692.69 

 Moved accepted Graham Wells, seconded David Baigent. Carried. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  Graham Wells reported correspondence: 

Incoming: 

-CAMS Speedread. 

-Email Keith Smith re Friday runs. 

-BMC Leyland AGM notice. 

-Brochures: Shannons auction, The butter Factory, East Hills Car Show. 

- Magazines: Mascot, T Read, Goblins Gazette, Mini Car Club, BMC Leyland Heritage. 

Social Events:  Reported by Rod Pringle: 

   The week-end away was a big success apart from the rain. 

   The Christmas in July will be replaced by a Saturday evening dinner in late July or early August. 

   Rod Pringle suggested a possible charity run over a week involving the other clubs. After discussion 
Rod was asked to provide a more detailed proposal for consideration. Timing would be at least twelve 
months hence. 

Coming events for the rest of the year are: 

-Friday, June 16th Drive to Kangaroo Valley 

-Tuesday, June 20th  Soprano’s Pizza at Rosehill. 

-Saturday, July 8th Technical Meeting at VG Paints. 

-Sunday, July 9th Donald Healey’s Birthday at Parramatta Park. 

-Sunday, July 16th Fish & Chip Run to Palm Beach. 

-Tuesday, July 18th Soprano’s Pizza, Rosehill. 
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING   
-Saturday, July 29th Technical Meeting at Brett’s Automotive. 

-July TBA  Christmas in July 

-Friday, July 21st Drive to Helensburgh.  

- Sunday,August 13th Shannons Day 

-Tuesday, August 15th Soprano’s Pizza 

-Friday, August 25th Drive to Berrima. 

- Sunday, August 27th All British Display Day. 

-Saturday, September 9th Drive in Movies. 

-Friday, September 15th TBA 

-Tuesday, September 19th Soprano’s Pizza 

-Sunday, September 24th SCCA Supersprint at SMSP. 

-Friday, October 13th TBA 

-Tuesday, October 17th Soprano’s Pizza 

- Sunday, October 29th Lunch at Graham & Catherine Dickie’s. 

-Friday, November 10th TBA 

-Sunday, November 12th Drive to Warragamba Dam 

-Tuesday, November 21st Soprano’s Pizza. 

-Sunday, December 3rd AGM and Christmas BBQ. 

-Friday, December 8th TBA 

-Sunday, December 10th Kangaroo Valley Pie Shop. 

-Friday, January 19th TBA. 

   The dates for five new Friday runs proposed by Keith Smith were added with details to be advised.        

CAMS/CMC:  Barry Cockayne. 

-The business from the cancelled State Council meeting was deferred to the State Executive. 

-We were invited to write a publicity piece about the Club’s activities with CAMS. Barry Cockayne & Gra-
ham Wells will do this. 

-The Victorian requirements for officials to have a working with children qualification reported in Speed-
week was discussed. This could flow onto other states. 

-A clubs survey on State Council role in Speedweek was briefly discussed. Barry Cockayne & Graham 
Wells to follow-up. 

Graham Wells gave a brief report on the CMC meeting. Most of the meeting discussion was on the Histor-
ic & Classic Vehicles Scheme & RMS involvement. We will await CMC’s direction. 

CSCA/Competition. David Baigent reported. 

-Next CSCA round is July 1st. 

-Supp. Regs for our round have been drafted.  

-There were two SCCA representatives in the State Hill Climb round at Grafton and    6 or 7 members at 
the ARDC Retro meeting a SMSP last week-end. 

Regalia:  Avis Fowler reported. 

-Advertisement to go into Sprite Torque. 

Sprite Torque:  . 

-Articles needed for this month  
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Technical Meetings:   

- VG Auto Paints meeting is on July 8th . Start time 8.00 am 

- Brett’s Automotive meeting is on July 29th. Start time 9.00.  

Web-site:  

Ross Reichardt put an article in Sprite Torque asking for member input on what they want from the web-
site. 

David Baigent advised he has spoken to Ross about the proposed new design for the site. 

After discussion the committee endorsed any new enhancements or design & felt that Ross should go 
ahead perhaps with a link to the old site. 

Membership:  Sue Cockayne reported. 

Two new membership applications this month. 

-David Osborn of Caves Beach who has a 1969 Mercedes 300TD 

-Han Bor of Kingswood who has a 1976 Landcruiser. 

  Both proposed accepted by Kerry Smith, seconded Ron Farlow. Carried. 

Revised Constitution & By-laws:  . 

After discussion it was decided to have the constitutional changes put to a Special General Meeting on 
July 11th followed by the normal committee meeting. Graham Wells to send SGM agenda to Wendy Gibbs 
for the June Sprite Torque. 

Shannons Day: Graham Wells collected tickets from CMC & Rod Pringle with distribute. Ticket & con-
course entry form given to Bronwyn Wray. 

Display Day:  Ron Farlow reported. 

-Greg Holden is primary contact for the event. Planning is proceeding. 

-Trying to get “Goody Bags” and sponsorship/donations. Ron & Rod Pringle will send out a Chimp Mail 
notice. 

-Awaiting tickets from CMC so we can start sending them out. 

-Paul Barbara looking after parking. 

-A list of volunteers is being put together. 

-Colin Dodds is organising the judging. 

Drive to Survive:  

Call for nominations in Sprite Torque. Nominations close at the end of July. 

Sprite Nationals 2018: 

National will be at Wodonga on 25th to 29th April. We will continue to promote it in Sprite Torque as we get 
more details from Victoria. 

General Business: 

-Harley Pringle reported activity on the Club Facebook site has been high with many pictures, video’s and 
comments made by myself, David Healy, Norman Gibbs along with numerous others.   

-Avis Fowler will speak to Wendy Gibbs about sending a financial summary of the Grafton week-end to 
Graham Wells (acting for Les Payne) for reimbursement of any expenses. 

      Meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 

Next meeting:  July 11th, 2017 in the Lachlan Room at Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie 
Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m. 

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING   
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Wally Gates and Jeanette—Whiteman Creek Road, Copmanhurst 

Photo by Avis Fowler 


