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Catering for AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE and MG MIDGET enthusiasts

MG SPARE PARTS & SERVICES PTY LTD

HERITAGE TR PARTS

HERITAGE MINI PARTS

97-103 VICTORIA STREET SMITHFIELD NSW 2164
Ph:02 9609 3988 Fax: 02 9609 3955
Email: mgspareparts@gmail.com
TO OBTAIN THIS OFFER YOU MUST QUOTE THIS CODE 311214
INCLUDES GST

070275

CLUTCH KIT MIDGET 1275 1967 > 74 BORG & BECK

070506A

CHOKE CABLE SPRITE 58 > 64

18.70

070542Z

BEARING 1ST MOTION SHAFT SPRIDGET

26.40

070581ZZ

BEARING 3RD MOTION SHAFT SPRIDGET + SHIM

33.00

070714SS

CALIPER PISTON SPRIDGET STAINLESS

20.90

070719

REBOUND STRAP SPRIDGET premium not MGA

44.00

070721

SHOCK LINK SPRITE 3 & MIDGET 64 > C/B

19.80

070737

BRAKE SHOES SPRITE 1 + 2 FRONT SET 4

30.80

070738Z

BRAKE SHOES SPRITE 948 REAR > 62 SET 4

39.60

070566BP52

ROLLER BEARING 2ND & 3RD GEAR SPRIDGET KIT 52

27.50

070250X

CLUTCH PRES PLATE SPRITE 1 2 9 SPRING prem quality

330.00

070255X

CLUTCH PRES PLATE 7.25 SPRITE 3 TC TD

192.01

DEPOSITS NOT REQUIRED ON THE ABOVE TWO ITEMS
SOLD OUTRIGHT (BORG & BECK)

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE GREAT SPECIALS AND WHEN
ORDERING ONLINE RECEIVE A 5% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS OVER
$50.00 PLUS THE FREIGHT DEAL AS BELOW.
INVOICES OVER $500 TO BRISBANE, GOLD COAST, SUNSHINE COAST.
(METRO ONLY) MELBOURNE, GEELONG, BENDIGO, CANBERRA,
SYDNEY, NEWCASTLE, MAITLAND, WAGGA WAGGA & RIVERINA WILL
BE SHIPPED AT A SUBSIDISED FREIGHT & INSURANCE RATE AND
INVOICES OVER $1000.00 WILL BE SHIPPED FREIGHT & INSURANCE
FREE TO THOSE SAME LOCATIONS.

THE ABOVE OFFER EXCLUDES BODY SHELLS AND WHEELS AND HARD TOPS.
NO TRADE, OWNERS ONLY 1 CAR SET PER CUSTOMER, PRICES
INCLUDE GST. WHILE STOCKS LAST OR 31.12.2014. E & OE

242.00
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THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC.
ABN: 62879038-526

Club Patron: John Sprinzel

Dear Members,
Another year almost gone, the AGM and Christmas BBQ are just around the corner! Each year seems to go a little quicker than the last, but it has been a good
one. We have had a number of good events with participation by many members during the year as well as the Technical days and the Social drives on a
Friday.
Thank you to everyone who have contributed to the magazine this month, it is
very much appreciated.
Looking for a new Editor for 2015.......I've been doing it for the past 3 years
and I believe it's time for change, someone with new ideas to take over. I've
really enjoyed doing the magazine, it's loads of fun and there's a great support
network out there.

0418 286 831
0414 789 263
0409 326 021
02 9909 8607
02 9604 2010
02 9644 5530
02 4257 1307

All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to:
S.C.C.A.
P.O. Box 696
Kingswood NSW 2747
Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com
(Magazine contributions close 20th of each month)
General meetings are held at:
Start time: 7.30pm - Lachlan Room)
(2nd Tuesday of each month)

President:
Greg Holden
0418 286 831
president@spriteclub.com
Vice President:
Annie Lawlor
0416 020 466
vicepresident@spriteclub.com
Treasurer:
Les Payne
0415 826 650
treasurer@spriteclub.com
Secretary:
Graham Wells
(02) 9654 1344
secretary@spriteclub.com
Membership Secretary:
Avis Fowler
membership@spriteclub.com

Sue Cockayne, Editor
Marque Mentors:
Mk1 Sprite
Greg Holden
Colin Dodds
Mk2 Sprite
Neil Scott
Mk3 Sprite
Greg Strange
Keven Sly
Mk3 Midget
Eriks Skinkis
1500 Midget
Greg Coonan

Committee

Parramatta RSL
2 Macquarie Street
Parramatta NSW 2150

SCCA Web Site: www.spriteclub.com
SCCA Email list: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-aus/
Sprite Torque is available in full colour to all SCCA Members. Go to the SCCA Website,
click on the Members Only link, enter your username and password.

PLEASE NOTE: These are all honorary positions undertaken by private individuals in their
spare time. Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to call you
back at a time more convenient to themselves.

Social Director:
Rod Pringle
0448 009 223
social@spriteclub.com
Magazine Editor:
Sue Cockayne
0409 127 330
editor@spriteclub.com
Club Captain:
Warren Lawlor
0421 783 985
captain@spriteclub.com
CSCA Delegate:
Paul Orton
02 9970 5697
delegate@spriteclub.com
Registrar & Club Plates:
Colin Dodds
0414 789 263
registrar@spriteclub.com
Regalia:
Dianne Lawlor
02 95911197
kakapo100@optusnet.com.au
Club Web Site:
Ross Reichardt
02 9980 6843 0410 504 931
spriteclub@spriteclub.com
CAMS Delegate:
Barry Cockayne 0427 066 878
Librarian:
David Lawrence 02 9810 8982
Club Point Score:
Greg Holden 0418 286 831
General Committee:
Greg Strange
02 95911197
Barry Cockayne 0427 066 878
Ric Forster
0409 225 613
Colin Dodds
0414 789 263
Paul Orton
02 9970 5697

The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of
articles, correspondence, opinion or advertisements contained herein.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
HOW FAST HAS THE YEAR GONE
We are now well into October and very quickly staring down the barrel of Christmas 2014. That means the AGM is
only around the corner and with that in mind we need to look at filling the positions on the Committee.
What does it mean for all of us, if you are remotely interested please have a chat to any of the current committee
members and express your interest in a role. That does not mean that you will be railroaded into a position but it
may mean we can increase your interest in the role the committee plays in running the club.
We have had some great runs lately and the run to the Railway Museum was very well attended with a great mix of people and cars in the run. I was planning on spending the day down there however I only got as far a McDonalds Narellan.
The old girl was suffering from water loss out of an upset Welch plug. Many discussions were had in the following hour
as to how it could be fixed.
Gum, Banana, and Black Pepper where a few remedies, I was looking for a spare one but no bugger had one to offer.
I pushed the mob off down south and from all accounts they had a great day. Someone was kind enough to ring me to
see how I got on with the car. (On Tuesday night the following week). Lucky I was not waiting for some assistance from
that bloke. But back to my story! I took 3 litres of water from the girl at Maccas and I was off on a trip home. I had
stopped at Penrith and it took a nice drink, about 1.5litres, then stop at Windsor where it used a cup full.
I arrived home and rang my wingman that was put on notice at 9.30 that I may be in trouble, the car trailer was the back
up, but alas it was not needed.
The hole had been filled by some more crap and we were OK.
So I will see you on the next outing. I have decided to see how long I can go before replacing the Welch plug in question. Can I make it to the AGM with the same one in the car????
Mimi and Popsy became grandparents again, little Lincoln was born on Thursday 2 nd October and both Mum and Bub
are doing well and we have just over a week to spoil them before we become empty nesters again. To have little Evie
around every day for the past 18 months has been an absolute joy for both Leah and I. She’s a funny little bugger.
She gets the shits when I go away, she will not talk to me on the phone when I am away and will not leave me alone
when I get back. She loves to play, scary monsters are one of her favourites as long as she is not Evie but if she is Pepper Pig it is OK. She loves her Popsys shed, knows that cars are good fun and at the age of three she knows what to do
and what not to do around them.
Loves tractors
Knows what is good or bad, calls nice cars beauties.
She saw Sir Donald Campbell’s Bluebird on a show and said, wow, that’s a beautie isn’t it Popsy.
She loves tractors and even loved the hit and miss rally at Clarendon a few weeks ago.
Ah, the peace and quiet of two grown adults living in a house alone.
Leah where are you
And that’s it for now.
Greg Holden
President
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MEMBER’S CORNER
Welcome to new members this month:
John Davies of Springwood has a 1970 MGB
Stephen Hooker of Silverdale has two open wheel race cars.
Alan Sebesfi of Wahroonga (former member) has a number of Sprites.
Tony Davis of Warrawee who is looking to buy something.
Hiranjan Welagedera had a MG Midget & a Morris Minor. Membership approved.

VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED
Club Supersprint
Sunday 14th December
Sydney Motorsport Park (Eastern Creek)
The Club needs helpers – flaggies, grid marshals, catering & other helpers.
If you can provide some time over the day, be that a full day or half day please let
us know. If you have a preferred role or flag position, then let us know.

Contact Club Captain –Warren Lawlor
0421 783985
captain@spriteclub.com
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MEMBER’S CORNER

CHRISTMAS PARTY & AGM
The Christmas Barbeque will be held on Sunday 7th December prior to
the Annual General Meeting
It will be a sausage sizzle with the Club supplying food & some soft & alcoholic beverages.
Bring a folding chair if possible
Venue: 6 Annangrove Rd, Kenthurst
Time: 12.30 p.m.
AGM planned for after the barbeque.
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Order your Regalia now
Phone Dianne Lawlor
02-9319-2299 (business hours) or 02-9591 1197 (ah).
or visit http://spriteclub.com/regalia.html
Blue Long sleeved 100% Cotton Chambray Shirt






Regular fit
S-M-L-XL-2XL-3XL
Sprite Club Logo
$40
Must be preordered

Black or White or Royal Blue 100% Cotton Short Sleeved Polo Shirt


Regular fit



S-M-L-XL-2XL-3XL



Sprite Club Logo



$30

Beer tankards


375mls



Sprite Club Logo



$27



Available now

Caps


100% Cotton



$15



Available now

Coffee Mugs
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$15



Available now
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SPRITE CAR CLUB PERFORMANCE DRIVING PROGRAM
It's now time for us to turn our attention to the more experienced drivers in the Club. We have organised an Adv
anced Driver Training course for Sprite Club members only, on Friday 14 November at Eastern Creek Dragway,
for the special price of $295 per person. All instructors are very effectivee communicators, some are ex Highway
Patrol Police Academy trainers, all of them are full time driving instructors who have trained thousands of people
The focus of the day is to be educational, motivational and fun!
The car you drive on the day doesn't need to be registered, and you don't need a race suit or helmet. However, you do
need a road legal passenger's seat and seat belt.
We now have 20 confirmed attendees for the Performance Driving Program.
Log in on the link below for some more detail of the course.
http://www.drive-to-survive.com.au/performance-driving-program
Colin
Colin@SpriteParts.com.au
0414 789263
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NEW MEMBER—Nick Sebesfi
I have owned my red Mk 3A for 20 years or so and it was my brother Alan’s before me – we restored to together
in my parents’ carport about 30 years ago, when we were both students on a VERY limited budget. It is road reg
istered and now occasionally is used by my daughter in regularity events. It has a fairly worked Bob Rowntree
motor in it, a decent set of seats, harnesses and a ¾ rollbar, but is otherwise largely standard. It is on the Register
that Colin keeps. My son has done a 2:13 at Eastern Creek in it on wire wheels and road tyres, so it can get
around.
Tasman Andrew - AH Sprite A

i have tossed up joining the club for the last 15 years or so, but as a member of the HSRCA (since the late 90’s), ARDC
(on and off) and the HFVAA since its inception (about 2004), joining another car club seemed redundant. Particularly as,
while we were bringing up the kids, there was very little time for any sort of club social activities. As it is I have generally
only averaged 2-3 historic meetings per year until very recently.
I now also now own Graham Phillips’ Orange Mk 3 (with the flared guards), which I bought from Graham’s widow about
18 months ago and which my son Andrew and I have each run at various GEAR, FoSC and HSRCA events.
I have spent most of the last 10 years also racing my Elfin 500 (FV), but have decided to sell it and move to Group S, so
I have recently purchased Steve Purdy’s Green Midget, although I don’t expect to pick it up for a month or so as I am
extremely busy. Prior to buying Steve’s car, I even considered acquiring Brett’s Group T “work in progress” , but decided
I didn’t quite need that much work!
I have run with Rick Forster at the HSRCA 1 hour “Enduro Relay” and know Rick very well, as well as knowing Colin
Dodds well – for many years. Colin and I often chat at FoSC meetings and I always make a point of helping Rick out if I
am not running at an HSRCA event. I am also fairly well acquainted with Peter Mohacsi – I discussed buying his red car
from him. I have variously met many members of the SCCA at different events, including your “El Presidente” at the
recent Car Clubs display day in the filthy weather at Eastern Creek. In fact, that is probably the event that finally spurred
me into action to apply to join.
My interests in the
club stem from (now
multiple) Sprite ownership and possibility
of joining you for Supersprints and other
events, as well as
general Sprite camaraderie; I own 3
Sprite/Midgets,
as
above; and all of the
above explains “why
the Sprite club”!
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WAKEFIELD PARK HSRCA SPRING EVENT
27 & 28 September 2014
For the spring race meeting, we had prefect racing weather albeit a bit foggy on the Saturday morning and turning
into fine warm days. Good for tyre grip and for power production. It produced some interesting changes to the
events with F.Vees being let out with M & O sports & racing cars like Keith Berryman’s immaculate & iconic dark
green Matich SR3 Repco V8 engined sports car. A good list of J,K & L cars had additional runs in a couple of
regularity events which would have been fun. There were also enough starters for separate Formula Junior races (with
my friend Tony Simmons being successful among the ultra fast FJs, in his ex Scuderia Veloce / Greg Cusack Brabham
BT6) and for historic Formula Ford races.
James Elphick in the beaut green Elva OIV Ford Prefect engined Gazelle presently with an unpainted tail section and a
pair of tiny Weber twin choke carbs. It was running down on compression on one cylinder. This made it all the more
laudable.
In Regularity, the ever smiling and consistent David Lawrence in the immaculate, very tidy, red family Healey 100/4 did
the club and Kate proud as usual but found he had lost a bit of consistency not having driven on the tracks for some time
due to failing health of elderly family members here and in pommy land. Despite all that, his quickest lap was 1.31.33
and he came in 2nd, 5th twice and 7th in the regularity runs. Better results next time Dave.
Colin Dodds in the black Group T Midget, running reliably, did a PB in 1.10.02 on hard slicks. Brian Weston (ACT) did
another quick lap, possibly a PB at 1.12.09. Don Bartley was getting in the groove in his 1275 Sprite with a best of
1.12.53. Geoff King in his immaculate silver 1100 Sprite did a 1.16.68, quick but not a PB on the Saturday before succumbing to retirements with an impressive smoke screen due to oil leaking from the side plates onto the exhaust manifold on right hand bends and didn’t compete on the Sunday. He can’t wait to get his new Mk.4 1275 Sprite racer out on
the track in the near future and No.1 son to drive the silver Mk.11A.
‘Kermit’ was going great guns for the weekend despite the fact that it had pretty old tyres and there were no other
bugeyes entered. So uncle Baz had to be content chasing, harassing and getting baulked by a 240Z Datsun with both
eyeing off ex bugeye racer,Colin Goldsmith in his booming Healy 3000 to no avail. “Kermit’ clocked another PB at
1.17.83 which, if my memory is correct, is now the fastest legit 998cc bugeye around Wakefield. Baz also kept his nemesis Richard Rose and his white MGA comfortably behind him for a change. It must have been the wearing of his new
HANS device and multi strap safety harness .
Kerry Smith
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SOME EUROPEAN TRIVIA.......by Graham Wells

In my travels around the UK and from France to Hungary I collected various bits of trivia which may be amusing or
of interest.
PETROL PRICES: Stop complaining about our fuel prices. In England we paid as high as 1.65 pounds/litre
(close enough to $3.00.) In Europe it was between 1.30-1.65 Euro/litre ($2.00-2.50). The majority of cars seemed
to be diesel with far more manual cars than here. In the UK you pay a big premium to rent an automatic. We hired
a Nissan Note, a small MPV with a 1.6L motor, DSG gearbox & stop-start technology; very economical, over 40 mpg but
most uninspiring to drive. I travelled on a couple of local buses with stop-start motors & the coach we caught from Paris
to Amsterdam was a diesel hybrid.
COFFEE: I like my cup of flat white coffee. You cannot get the same in England or Europe. The closest we could
get was a Cappuccino without cocoa. I tried a Latte but it was a glass full of weak mild coffee drink. We found a couple
of Starbucks but they were the same except you could order sizes up to a small bucket. Prices varied with an average of
about $3.50-4.00/cup. The most we paid was in Vienna at nearly $7.00/cup, the cheapest was in Bratislava at $2.25. In
Bratislava there was a Club called Depresso. It was black with low level lighting so you could sit with your drink & maintain your black mood.
In Amsterdam you do not go to a “Coffee Shop” for just a cup of coffee. These sell other things like hashish cakes,
marijuana & drug paraphernalia. You can get a high just by smelling the fumes coming out the door. They were pretty
sleazy with all sorts of weird people around them. For just a cup of brew go to a Koffee shop or a Kaffe.
BICYCLES: Europeans ride bikes. The first thing you notice is that they rarely wear helmets. No nanny-state helmet rules like NSW.
Amsterdam has to be the bike centre of the world. The Netherlands has some hills in the south but otherwise it is
flat. There are more bikes in the Netherlands than people. In Amsterdam they call them ‘killer bikes’ because have to be
very careful crossing roads or bike lanes; they do not give way to pedestrians. There seemed to be a standard very basic general purpose bike that everyone rode to work. We saw a number of strange contraptions fitted with big trays in
front or rear for carrying goods. I saw one of these ridden by a guy with two small children in the front tray, no helmets or
restraints. Just imagine the reaction here.
Bikes have serial numbers & bike theft is a regular thing, there are 170,000 per annum. You can report it to
the police & it goes on a register. I was told that the norm is you steal some-one else’s bike or go to the local flea market
& buy a recycled one or maybe your own back. There is a special group who fish bikes out of the canals & they pull out
15,000 per annum. The Dutch are geared up for bikes. They have thousands of km of separate cycle ways. Many roads
are very narrow with low speed limits & trams, cars & bikes seem to co-exist. Imagine a one lane road with a canal
alongside & no safety fences; our nanny-state people would go ballistic. At Amsterdam central tram/train station there is
a multi-storey bike parking station. There is parking for 10,000 bikes around the station.
TRUCK STOPS: Some truck stops were huge compared to ours. We stopped at one between Brussels & Amsterdam that had a bar, bottle shop, supermarket, fruit & veg shop, fish & chip shop, coffee bar & a couple of cafes. I asked
the coach driver about this & he said that the Heavy Goods Vehicle regulations are tough in the EU. They all have computer monitors & inspectors pull them over & check regularly. They can only drive a set number of hours per day & if
they exceed it they get up to a E2,000 fine. HGVs cannot drive between 10 pm Saturday & 10 pm Sunday; it is a road
safety issue as all the week-end idiots are driving on Saturday night & Sunday. The HGV drivers pull into the stops &
stay there, sleeping in their trucks, hence all the facilities. They all have clean, free toilet facilities.
PUBLIC TOILETS: There is a lack of free, public toilets as we know them in Europe and some of those are pretty
grotty. The more common so called public toilets were run as a business & you had to pay from 50 cents to a euro to
use them. You need to carry a coin collection. To get a free one you needed to go to café , bar or restaurant, buy something & then use theirs. They watch you to make sure you buy something. The other alternative is a shopping centre,
service centre or tourist centre.
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SOME EUROPEAN TRIVIA cont’d

GYPSIES, TRAMPS & THIEVES: Remember the old Cher song. Unfortunately pocket picking is rife in Paris &
Brussels. First day in Paris two of our group had their wallets stolen. The worst spot is the Metro. The areas
around the Eiffel Tower & the Brussels Town Square were full of Gypsies. It was mid-summer school holidays &
prime tourist time. The popular scams are as follows & one day we kept watch & saw them all.
- the guy who makes a last minute rush to the exit on the Metro & bumps into you has probably got your wallet
or purse.
The same applies to the partner of the woman who fell over getting on or off the train.
– the small kids begging in the street are usually pros run by a Gypsy mum or granny nearby.
- an old lady falls over in the street; if you stop to help her, her partner use the distraction to grab your wallet or
purse.
–a young woman stops & asks if you speak English & would you sign a petition, usually for a worthy cause.
While you are signing her friend picks your pocket. They now have your details for identity theft.
– a Gypsy woman bends over just near you & picks up a gold ring; is it yours? No? Her religion prevents her
from keeping & it is marked as gold & would you like to buy it for a small finder’s fee. Forget it; it is a fake.
Keep your wallet in a front pocket & your purse on a strap in front of you. Hip pockets & back packs are fair
game.
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SOCIAL EVENTS 2014

TBA: Event date and details to be advised; TBC: Event date and details “To Be Confirmed”.
Please check the Events page on the Club’s website for up-to-date info and changes.
<www.spriteclub.com/ events>

EVENT

DATE

NOV

9

Narellan to Bowral. - Start Narellan, through Camden, Picton, Bargo, Yerrinbool,
Mittagong than to Bowral. Stop for lunch. Meet @ McDonalds Narellan, 326 Camden
Valley Way, Narellan. Meet 10.00am Sunday 9th November for departure @ 10.30am.
Contact Rod Pringle 0448 009 223 or social@spriteclub.com

14

Mystery destination in Camden area.....Meet at 9.30am – Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli
for Coffee/chat – depart 10.30am. Contact Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404
631 200.

22

McGraths Hill to St Albans. - Meet @ McGraths Hill, through Pitt Town, Cattai, Maroota, Wisemans Ferry, Than St Albans. Stop for lunch at Settlers Arm Inn and walk
around town. Meet @ 10.00am Saturday 22 nd November for departure @ 10.30am.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com

DEC

7

AGM & Christmas BBQ— 6 Annangrove Road, Kenthurst from 12.30 p.m. Christmas Barbecue: Once again the Christmas Barbecue will be held prior to the Annual General Meeting. The
Club will be supplying food & some soft & alcoholic beverages. Bring a folding chair if possible

**

2015

JAN

17

Fish & Chip Run to Woy Woy. Further details to follow

31

Richmond to Hartley/Little Hartley.
Start @ Richmond opposite Airbase go through Richmond, through Bilpin, Bell, Lithgow
and then to Hartley/Little Hartley.
Stop @ Talisman Gallery than to lunch @ Hartley or Little Hartley.
Meet @ Ham Common (Park opposite Richmond RAAF Base Richmond)
Meet @ 10.00am Saturday 31st January for departure @ 10.30am.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com
On return Trip can go
through Katoomba or back across Mt Victoria and back to Richmond

FEB MAR

1315

Camping Trip to Newnes.

Further details to follow

Weekend away at Cowra.

Further details to follow

Pointscores are indicated in the right hand column, those marked **.
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COMPETITION CALENDAR 2014
Date

Day

Race Meeting

Location

Organiser

NOVEMBER

16 Nov

Fri/Sat/Sun Return of the Thunder
FOSC
Sun

29-30th Nov

Sat/Sun

7-8-9 Nov
th

Sandown, VIC

VHRR (VIC)

SMP South Circuit

FOSC

Historic Meeting

SMP

HSRCA

DECEMBER
3rd Dec

Wed

GEAR Day -

Wakefield Park

G.E.A.R

14 Dec

Sun

CSCA SuperSprint

SMP-South Circuit

Sprite Car Club

TBC

CSCA Presentation Day

TBC

CSCA

TBC

CSCA Training Day

Marulan Training Centre

MGCC Multiclub

TASMANIA RUN 2016 ORGANIZED BY AUSTIN HEALEY NSW INC
I have been asked to develop another run to Tasmania at this stage these are the tentative dates
Sunday 7th February, 2016

On the o/night boat from Melbourne

Monday, Tuesday,Wednesday 8/9/10 February O/night in Launceston
Thursday 11/2/2016 O/night St Helens or Scamander Resort
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday 12/13/14/15
Tuesday Wednesday
Thursday Friday 18/19

16/17

O/night Wrest Point casino Hobart

overnight West Coast Motel Queenstown

O/night Ulverstone

Saturday 20/2/2016 leave Devonport on boat for Melbourne
These are the dates and places we will be overnight in, prices will be forthcoming shortly, but we are seeking people interested in travelling to the wonderful State of Tasmania in a group.
Please contact Terry Bancroft Austin Healey Owners Club NSW Inc on 02 4777 4883 mobile 0409 323
133 email bangers@bancroft.id.au
This will give you time to save up your money, come and enjoy yourself in a great State for driving sports
cars.
Terry Bancroft
for the Austin Healey Owners Club of NSW Inc
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ARDC MUSCLE CAR MASTERS
Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek, NSW
6 & 7 September 2014
Competing were member Rob Byrne in his Morris Cooper in Group Nb #238, Don Bartley in his AHS #43, and
members Ric Forster in his MGM #61, Damien Meyer in Bob Rowntree’s MGM #27, Simon Meyer in Greg Prun
ster’s `Tigger’ AHS #42, Warren Lawler in his AHS #209, and Brian Weston in his MGM #75; 6 Spridgets in all
and a Mini.
For the first time ARDC had scheduled events to be successively run on the Brabham Circuit (the Extended Circuit of
4.526km), the Gardiner Circuit (the original GP Circuit of 3.93 km), and the Druitt Circuit (the new North Circuit of 2.817
km). With 5 groups competing sequentially, there were 3 qualifying sessions for each group, with Group S up first. Unfortunately, even though we were then called up to the dummy grid after the last of the qualifying rounds, we then had to
wait an extra unscheduled 15 to 20 mins for the witches hats to be moved to open the Gardiner Circuit from T6 to T7
and close off the Brabham Circuit extension; 25 minutes sitting in a bathtub in the rain! And yet again after the second
round to change to the Druitt Circuit format.
Following qualifying, there was the first race for each group on the Druitt Circuit. Because Damien Meyer had a distributor die in his qualifying on that circuit causing a red flag, he was positioned to the rear of grid (RoG), and I didn’t front
due to a flat battery that wouldn’t even supply ignition due to alternator failure on the first qualifying session and a new
electric radiator fan inadvertently left on for too long. I thought it more prudent to miss that race and have a fully charged
battery to run all the next day without an alternator (which I knew from experience that it would).
Results of the Group S first race (R01), Andrew Purvis first in his Porsche Carrera with a FLT of 1:18.9208, with Damien
making it up to 8th with a 1:24.0318, Brian 13th with 1:28.2564, Simon 14th with 1:27.1791, and Don 19th with 1:26.9903.
Unfortunately Warren was pinged for a helmet protruding above his rollover bar during the second qualifying, and despite efforts to allow him a concession, the scrutineers put an end to his day and weekend. Very disappointing considering previous scrutineering approvals, although he did replace the seat that was pinged on the previous meeting and his
other helmet, the combination of both apparently raised his profile too high…
Sunday morning looked like it would be fine, but by the time of our first race of the day, the black rain clouds had struck.
Strangely, we were gridded for the Brabham Circuit in the finishing order of the Saturday first race on the Druitt Circuit
instead of our qualification times for the Brabham, with Damien at Pos 8, and Ric at RoG.
The rain stopped before the start and the race was run with a wet then damp track and a drying line for the last couple of
laps.
Results of Groups S Race 2 (R11) 5 laps were Peter Eames in his Porsche 911 with FLT of 2:29.4281, Damien 5 th with
2:32.0195, Brian 10th with 2:43.1226, Simon 13th with 2:42.1388, Don 19th with 2:50.0311, and Ric 26th with 2:56.6664
despite a spin on lap 2 at T3 exit.
Group S Race 3 (R18) 5 laps was raining lightly and just got worse as it went on. Visibility was very poor. Out of T2 on
my third lap, I had a cylinder miss-firing. Initially believing it was water on the ignition, I persevered until out of T5 it was
obvious with a significant drop in power that it was something more than that so I turned and rolled up into the Brabham
circuit extension at T6, about turned, and killed the engine. From there I had a good vantage point to watch the rest of
the race through T6 which was very interesting to see Damien drifting through it under full throttle.
It became apparent after being towed back to the pits and removing the rocker cover, my engine was very dead. The pin
in the Cylinder 1 inlet roller rocker had broken and as a result had bent the valve shaft which broke near the valve mushroom which inverted, perforated the piston, pushed the valve guide out, and the valve mushroom head had then been
broken up with the pieces impacting the piston face, the head and valve seats.
Post race disassembly revealed some pieces had been blown back into the inlet manifold and then sucked into cylinder
2 causing similar damage. The missing collet was found embedded in the spark plug so explaining the ignition miss.
Since cylinder 1 inlet valve and exhaust seats and the divider to the exhaust port had been demolished, the head is
probably now a useless lump of scrap metal. Ouch! The pin coming loose from expansion of the aluminium rocker was
most probably due to persistent and repeated over heating of the oil with consequent lowering of oil pressure during
every event due to insufficient oil cooling with this new motor. Significantly more power means more thermodynamic
waste heat and the car’s original oil cooler was unable to cope.
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ARDC MUSCLE CAR MASTERS cont’d
Results of R18 were James Flett in his Datsun 260Z winning by beating the Porsches with a FLT of 1:48.5128
min, Damien came 5th with 1:50.3844, Brian 13th with 54.9465, Don 17th with 1:55.5346, Simon 19th with
1:55:5543, and Ric a DNF with 1:59.4236.
Event 25 was the last race for Group S, the Trophy Race for 8 laps on the Druitt Circuit with 27 cars still left to
compete. There was a safety car deployed for the third lap. James Flett in his Datsun 260Z first with a FLT
1:17.5688, Damien Meyer 4th with a 1:17.5872, Simon Meyer 16th with 1:25.1826, Don 18th with 1:25.5463, and Brian
and Ric having trailered their cars with a crook clutch and a severely damaged head and pistons respectively.
Results for Group Na Nb Rob Byrnes in his Morris Cooper S 1293cc No 238 were:
Q3 Group Na Nb - Qualifying Brabham Circuit: 28th with 2:42.3360,
Q8 Group Na Nb - Qualifying Gardner Circuit: 29th with 2:27.2085
Q14 Group Na Nb - Qualifying Druitt Circuit: 30th with 1:41.5456
R7 Nb Race 2, 10 laps Group Nb - Slowest 50% Druitt Circuit: 11th with 1:22.0619
R13 Nb Race 3, 5 laps Brabham Circuit: 22 nd with 2:30.5124
R20 Na Nb Race 4, 5 laps Gardner Circuit: 27th with 2:27.6871
R27 Nb Trophy Race, 8 laps Druitt Circuit: 20th with 1:21.0558
The weekend’s racing was video-ed by AVE to be shown on SBS Speedweek Sunday program at a date TBA.
All in all, there were a fair few spectators on Sunday for Father’s Day, so perhaps ARDC didn’t make a loss despite the
inclement weather.
For me, an expensive weekend with the need for a new bigger oil cooler, new head, new rocker set with circlipped pins!,
new pistons, and a rebore, etc, to face before rejoining the fray. Ah! That’s racing…
Ric Forster
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How can you help make the Sprite Car Club
valued by its members?
The administration of the Sprite Car Club is maintained by a volunteer committee of members. Committee
membership is decided by the members at the Annual General Meeting (AGM).
PRESIDENT- Easily the most prominent position, the President chairs Club meetings, co-ordinates the work of the Committee as a whole and acts in a statesman capacity from time to time.
VICE PRESIDENT- May be called upon to chair the meetings should the President not be available.
TREASURER - Looks after the Club's financial matters and ensures that any Club expenditure does not exceed its income, most of the Club's income being derived from membership renewals.
SECRETARY- Performs the majority of the Club's administrative work, taking care of incoming and outgoing correspondence, preparing minutes of our club meetings etc.., you get to meet and speak to a lot of interesting people.
The Secretary usually acts as the Public Officer of the Club.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY - Maintains records of our Club’s members and membership. As this position is usually
the first point of contact for new members, you get to meet and speak to a lot of interesting people.
SOCIAL SECRETARY - Co-ordinates the club’s social events. The Social Secretary often relies on members to suggest
suitable outings and assist with their organisation.
MAGAZINE EDITOR - The Editor/s produce the Club magazine 11 times a year. In doing so the editor/s often stumbles
across a lot of interesting and fascinating information.
LIBRARIAN (appointed by committee)-Maintains the club's collection of books and magazines which contain vast
amounts of fascinating information. The Librarian also administers a book loan scheme.
REGISTRAR & CLUB PLATES (appointed by committee) - Maintains historical records about the Club members cars.
The Club Registrar also administers the Conditional Registration scheme for the Club.
CLUB CAPTAIN - Co-ordinates the clubs involvement in motorsport events.
CSCA DELEGATE (appointed by committee) - Represents our club at meetings of the "Combined Sports Car Association" of which our Club is an affiliate member.
CMC DELEGATE (appointed by committee) – Represents our Club at meetings of the “Council of Motor Clubs” of
which our Club is an affiliate member.
CAMS DELEGATE (appointed by committee) - Represents our Club at meetings of the "Confederation of Australian
Motor Sports" of which the Sprite Car Club is an affiliate member.
CLUB REGALIA – Manages the Club's regalia and the purchase and investigation of new regalia.
GENERAL COMMITTEE -A number of general committee positions exist to assist the other committee members and for
any other tasks, including the appointed positions mentioned above. These positions are ideal for anyone contemplating
taking on a committee position as it gives them valuable exposure to how the committee operates.
MARQUE MENTORS (appointed by committee)-These positions are held by enthusiasts of a particular marque or
model of Sprite or Midget. These individuals are available to assist other members with any queries about their particular
model. The Marque Mentors are not necessarily experts on all topics, but can provide pointers.
WEBMASTER - One of the most exciting positions involving the upkeep and update of the Club's Internet site and Email
discussion list.
The Committee appointments are usually made at the first Committee meeting after the AGM. They are generally filled
by General Committee members but non-committee Club members may be appointed.
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Sprite Car Club of Australia Incorporated.
PO Box 696 Kingswood. NSW 2747

AGENDA SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
INCORPORATED – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
DATE: Sunday December 7th, 2014 at 2.30p.m.
PLACE: 6 Annangrove Rd. Kenthurst NSW
1.

Opening (Greg Holden)
Apologies

2.

Minutes of previous meeting (Graham Wells)

3.

Business arising from minutes

4.

Treasurer’s Report (Les Payne)

5.

President’s Report ( Greg Holden)

6.

Notice of Business—Special Resolution Pursuant to Clause 26(2) of the Club’s Constitution Eligibility for Membership of Committee.
The following motion has been forwarded by the committee.
That the Club’s Constitution be amended by adding after Clause 14(5) the following words"(6) To be eligible to be a Committee member the club member must be an owner of a Sprite or MG Midget.
(7)Ownership or otherwise of a Sprite or MG Midget as in (6) above will be determined at the discretion of a Sub-Committee
comprised of the President, Secretary and one other Committee member selected by the Committee in each year.
(8)The Committee may in each year, appoint not more than two additional persons who are not owners of a Sprite or MG Midget
to the Committee and those additional Committee members will hold office for the term as prescribed in sub-clause (5)above.”

7

7.

Election of Officers 2015 -

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Club Captain
Membership Secretary
Editor
Social Secretary
Regalia
Webmaster
General Committee Members

General Business

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….................................................................
Nomination for 2015 SCCA Committee

I wish to nominate for the position of:……………………………………..

Name ……………………............…..

Signature……............……….………. Member No….....…….

Nominated by………………..............…… Signature……..........……….………

Member No……....……

Seconded by………………...........……… Signature……..............……………… Member No……..…….
Nominations must be completed & presented to the secretary 7 days prior to the AGM.
All parties must be financial members of SCCA.
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING held at Parramatta RSL Club
On 14th October 2014, commenced at 7.30 pm
Present: Committee members: Greg Holden, Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Barry Cockayne, Ric Forster, Greg
Strange, Avis fowler
Members: Ron Farlow, Kerry Smith
Visitor: Alan Heighway
Apologies: Leah Holden, Colin Dodds, Warren Lawlor, Annie Lawlor, Dianne Lawlor, Damon Smith, Les Payne
Minutes of Previous Meeting:;. The minutes of the September meeting were moved accepted by Ron Farlow, seconded Barry Cockayne, carried.
Business Arising: None other than items covered later in the agenda.
Treasurer’s Report: Graham Wells reported for Les Payne.
General Account:

Savings account:

Opening balance

$4,432.35

Deposits

$1,136.55

Payments
Closing balance 1/10

$3,713.50

Opening balance
Interest

$1,855.40
$27,664.47
$110.83

Closing balance 1/10
Business transaction account:

Opening balance
Deposits
Paments—Fees

SCCA Drive to Survive Account

$27,775.30

Closing balance 1/10
Opening balance
Deposits
Payments—fees
Closing balance 1/10

$3,819.67
Nil
$20.00
$3,839.67
$40.00
Nil
$20.00

TOTAL CASH IN BANK

$20.00
$33,470.37

The report was moved accepted by Greg Holden, seconded Ron Farlow, carried.
Secretary’s Report: Graham Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
- Email CAMS re merchandise
- Email CAMS voting for State Council
- Emails CAMS Speedread, Calendar & Officials training.
- Emails Avis Fowler re new members
- Email Barry Cockayne re Notice of Motion
- Email AHOC re proposed Tasmania tour 7-2-16 to 20-2-16.
- Brochures: Symantec, Shannons Auction
- Magazines: Mini Car Club, T Read, Mascot.
Social Events: Presented by Rod Pringle:
Coming events to be listed in Sprite Torque & on the website.
- Friday October 17th Lunch at Mt Kembla
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Minutes monthly meeting cont’d
Social Events cont’d
- Friday October 17th Lunch at Mt Kembla-Sunday October 26th Royal National Park to Austinmer
- Sunday November 9th Narellan to Bowral
- Friday November 14th Camden Area TBA.
- Saturday November 22nd McGraths Hill to St Albans.
- Sunday December 7th AGM & Christmas Party.
- Supersprint December 14th.
- Saturday January 17th Fish & Chip Run to Woy Woy
- Saturday January 31st 2015 Richmond to Hartley.
- Friday February 13th to Sunday February 15th Camping Trip to Newnes.
- Friday March 13th to Sunday March 15th Weekend away at Cowra.
We had a good turnout for last Sunday’s run with 17 people attending.
Accommodation has been booked for the Cowra week-end. Bus trip costs obtained. Overall cost will be about $300 per
double. Avis Fowler asked if we can invite the Mini Club; all agreed bur Rod will need numbers for extra accommodation
& bus trip.
CAMS/CMC: Barry Cockayne reported .
- State Council meeting this week-end.
- The Club Assembly will be in Sydney in February 2015. Two members invited per club & Barry recommends some
members attend.
- Voting papers for State Council election were completed at the meeting & Graham Wells will fax on Wednesday.
- We need to advise CAMS of our Supersprint date for 2015 calendar.
- We should publicise the CAMS shop in Sprite Torque.
- Main item in Speedread was the purchase of a number of Formula Four chassis to help get this category up and running.
- We need to look at the training memo & advise CAMS (G.Wells circulated this to the committee by Email)
Sprite Torque: Barry Cockayne reported for Sue.
- Sue is collating the next edition & it will be a bit late due to holidays.
- Graham Wells to send AGM notice to Sue. Rod Pringle will send out Chimp Mail.
- Other article needed within a week.
CSCA/Competition:
- Ric Forster reminded that the Triumph training day is on Saturday, October 25 th & the Supersprint on Sunday 26th.
- Avis Fowler reported that Scott Gibbs won his class at the Australian Motorkana Championships.
Regalia: Greg Strange reported for Dianne Lawlor.
-Still have stocks of some items which were planned to be sold at the cancelled Display Day.
Technical Meetings: Greg Strange advised nothing new to report.

21

SPRITE TORQUE

NOVEMBER 2014

Minutes monthly meeting cont’d
Web-site:
-

Barry Cockayne noted that recent meeting minutes have not been put on the web-site. Greg Holden will Email
Ross Reichardt.
Membership: Avis Fowler reported.
- The following new memberships were circulated to the committee by Email last month & were confirmed at this
meeting.
John Davies of Springwood has a 1970 MGB
Stephen Hooker of Silverdale has two open wheel race cars.
Alan Sebesfi of Wahroonga (former member) has a number of Sprites.
Tony Davis of Warrawee who is looking to buy something.
- One new application this month: Hiranjan Welagedera had a MG Midget & a Morris Minor. Membership ap
proved.

Sponsorship of Driver Training: Greg Holden reported that the day went well with good feed-back from participants.
We should do it again next year. The Victorian club is hoping to do a similar program.
2014 Display Day & Club Concourse: Kerry Smith reported.
- The sub-committee is trying to come up with a substitute venue for the cancelled All British Day. Due to the proximity to
year end & the tight timing it is proposed to delay it until February 2015.
Weekday Runs: Greg Holden advised that an article will go into next month Sprite Torque.
General Business:
Barry Cockayne sent a draft proposal of motion by Email as follows:
“Notice of business be given for the following item to be considered at the Annual General Meeting.
That action be taken in accordance with Section 10 of the Associations Incorporation Act 2009 to amend the Constitution/By-Laws of the Club so as to provide for the requirement that membership of the Committee is available
only to owners of an Austin Healey Sprite or MG Midget vehicle as identified in Clause 2a of the Club’s ByLaws.
That authority be delegated to the President, Secretary & Club Registrar to jointly draft the terms of the proposed
amendment fpr consideration at the AGM.”
After some discussion with input from a number of committee members, Greg Holden seconded the motion. The
motion was put to a vote & was supported unanimously.
Greg Strange asked about visitors coming along on runs. This has been discussed previously and it was that visitors
are welcome as long as they realise they are not covered by CAMS insurance, just their own personal insurance.
Greg advised that as Greg Ryan has advised he will not be our CMC alternate delegate, he is willing to fill the position until the AGM.
Greg also advised that a previous member, David Barnes, passed away two weeks ago.
Rod Pringle asked if we have secured a venue for the 2016 Challenge. Greg Holden replied that Wakefield Park
have been contacted & are aware we want an Easter booking but are not taking firm booking as yet. Similar applies to accommodation. We should be able to firm things up early next year.
Meeting closed at 9.12 p.m.
Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 11th, 2014; Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie Sts., Parramatta
at 7.30 p.m.
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Pictured above is # 75 of 100 Lotus VIs, I owned it for several years until Nov 71, when I sold it to Tony Goodwin
(author Doctor On the Grid). The new owner pulled it apart and started the restoration but sold it to Tim Williams minus
the FWB 1220 cc Coventry Climax sold to an American. Tony reckoned they were too unreliable. I sourced Tim, via the
Lotus Club, to Wales. Looked him up and visited the car, still in pieces, so I must have been the last driver! The car has
an early racing history, driver Bill Perkins with a 2ltr BMW engine, pictured in 1956 Lotus: The Story of The Marque.
Dave Lawrence

VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED
Club Supersprint
Sunday 14th December
Sydney Motorsport Park (Eastern Creek)
The Club needs helpers – flaggies, grid marshals, catering & other helpers.
If you can provide some time over the day, be that a full day or half day please let
us know. If you have a preferred role or flag position, then let us know.

Contact Club Captain –Warren Lawlor
0421 783985
captain@spriteclub.com
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An extract from a 1967 magazine provided by Colin Dodds
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TORQUE TRADER
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers, just phone,
email or post the Editor of Sprite Torque, details on page 2

THIS MONTH
FOR SALE: 1959 BUGEYE SPRITE
Car No: 648 Chassis No: 29352
Engine No: 9CGDAH35218
Colour: Rheo Red
AWARDS: NSW Concourse Winner
1993 MK1 Austin Healey Sprite category
1994 MK1 Austin Healey Sprite category
1994 Overall Concourse winner
Car has travelled less than 3,000 miles since complete
restoration.
Money has been spent in an effort to maintain condition.
All details of receipts and details or restoration are
available.
ONE OF THE BEST AVAILABLE
Asking: $22,000 or near offer.
Contact: Ian Beazley Mobile: 0419294449

TEACHER:
GLENN:
TEACHER:
GLENN:
it.

Email: iancharlton@bigpond.com.au

Glenn, how do you spell 'crocodile?'
K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L'
No, that's wrong
Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me how I spell

TEACHER: Maria, go to the map and find North America .
MARIA:
Here it is.
TEACHER: Correct. Now class, who discovered America ?
CLASS:
Maria
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Muscle Car Masters—Sydney Motorsport Park....Images by Ric Forster

Simon Meyer

Damien Meyer

Scott Gibbs receiving his trophy for Class B, fastest in class
in his MX5 at the Australian Motorkana Championships.
Image by Avis Fowler

Dave Lawrence’s Lotus VIs which he owned until 1971 Image supplied by Dave

