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SCCA Members Jim and Janina Elphick, Di and Allan Bryson, Denis Best, and Ric Forster at Warwick RSL.     Photos: Ric Forster 

Looking West up Sprite Street at the HRCC Historic Warwick, Morgan Park Raceway, Warwick, Queensland 
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THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC. 
ABN: 62879038-526 

 
 

Club Patron: John Sprinzel 

 Committee 2009 
President:  
Greg Holden  
0418 286 831  
president@spriteclub.com 

Vice President:  
Warren Lawlor  
0421 783 985 
vicepresident@spriteclub.com 

Treasurer:  
Les Payne 
0415 826 650 
treasurer@spriteclub.com 

Secretary:  
Graham Wells  
(02) 9654 1344  
secretary@spriteclub.com 

Membership Secretary:  
Annie Lawlor  
0416 020 466 
membership@spriteclub.com 

Social Director: Acting 
Greg Holden  
0418 286 831  
social@spriteclub.com 

Magazine Editor:  
Ric Forster 
0409 225 613 
editor@spriteclub.com 

Competition Captain: 
Vacant Position 
 
competition@spriteclub.com 

CSCA Delegate:  
Paul Norris:  
0418 461 211 
competition@spriteclub.com 

Registrar & Club Plates:  
Colin Dodds  
0414 789 263 
registrar@spriteclub.com 

Regalia:  
Leah Holden 
0418 286 831 
president@spriteclub.com 

Club Web Site:  
Warren & Annie Lawlor 
0421 783 985 
spriteclub@spriteclub.com 

CAMS Delegate: 
Barry Cockayne 
0427 066 878 

Librarian:  
David Lawrence 
(02) 9810 8982 

Club Point Score: 
Greg Holden  0418 286 831 

General Committee: 
Paul Barbara 
John Buchanan 
Ross Reichardt 
Greg Strange (02) 9909 8607 

 PLEASE NOTE:  These are all honorary positions undertaken by private individuals in their 
spare time. Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to call you 
back at a time more convenient to themselves.  
The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of  
articles, correspondence, opinion or advertisements contained herein.  

All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to:      
S.C.C.A.  

 P.O. Box 696  
 Kingswood NSW 2747 
Magazine contributions to:  editor@spriteclub.com 
(Magazine contributions close 20th of each month)                 
General meetings are held at:           Parramatta RSL 
Start time: 7.30pm - Bistro Area)       2 Macquarie Street 
(2nd Tuesday of each month)          Parramatta NSW 2150 
SCCA Web Site:  www.spriteclub.com 
SCCA Email list: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-aus/ 
A Membership Application is available at: www.spriteclub.com/general.html 

Marque Mentors: 
Mk1 Sprite  Bert Langford  (02) 9982 2293  
   Colin Dodds  0414 789 263  
Mk2 Sprite   Neil Scott  0409 326 021  
Mk3 Sprite   Greg Strange  (02) 9909 8607  
   Keven Sly   (02) 9604 2010  
1500 Midget  Greg Coonan  (02) 4257 1307  

Sprite Torque is available in full colour to all SCCA Members.  Go to the SCCA Website, 
click on the Members Only link, enter your username and password. 

Jim Elphick in his Group Lb 1956 Gazelle Special at Morgan Park.   Photo: Ric Forster 
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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
 

 

What have we been up to? 

Christmas in July was a great day with a nice run down through Camden and up the old Razorback Moun-
tain. The day was good and our regular Santa Claus had to be substituted due to a suit that had obviously 
shrunk in the wash. We managed to get a new Santa (somewhat skinnier) from down South. He fitted the 
bill, and Lauren Napier was quite surprised when she received the nicely boxed present from the grey 
haired man. 

The trip home for us was un-eventful, and I have been told that Neil Blaney just sneaked home in the 
Bugeye after some minor gearbox issues. 

A little bit about the Holden’s life. 

As you would know we have played with bikes, cars and horses, and each year I get to do a little bit of 
skiing. Over the years I have ridden motor bikes and horses without helmets. I have never worn a helmet 
while skiing, and only wear a helmet in the car because I have to when racing. 

I recall that at the 2002 Challenge, I wanted to compete in the Bugeye, and Ian Jensen convinced me to 
run with a seat belt that was not compulsory, however, the helmet was. 

The family saw first-hand what a helmet can do for one’s safety when youngest son Michael, went riding 
on his trail bike. He came off and had a fair old argument with a tree. How he’d come off, he cannot re-
member. How he’d hit the tree, he does not know. Who helped in out of the bush, he is unsure. 

He can remember a man jumping from a helicopter. Yep, that was POLAIR looking for him, after the Po-
lice, Ambulance and family could not find him. This is when you think the Police are all good people, and 
the support they gave was nothing but outstanding. 

So off he went to Hospital, with no memory, and a broken collar bone. 

The thoughts of people in the Club were and continue to be sincere, and even Mike appreciates the sup-
port. 

Is he OK?  We hope so, and are questioning him whether he can remember all the questions the nursing 
staff had asked him, even if he hadn’t hit his head. 

So where did it get us? For many years the Holden boys have played hard with very little security, we 
have fallen off horses, had bikes bucked from underneath us, and I have skied through many trees, and 
we have been very lucky!  

In future, I will wear a hat.* 

Cheers for now, 

Greg Holden, 

President SCCA 

 

 

*Ed’s comment: I think he means a “helmet”. 
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 EDITORIAL 
 

 

It's been a busy month, with preparations for, and then travelling to, Morgan Park, Warwick, Queensland, 
and trying to get used to the new MS Windows 7 Operating System and Office 20o7-10 Professional 
packages on the new computer to produce this month's mag. Most of my time has been taken with exe-
cuting Probate of my Mum's estate, which now having been granted, will still involve a lot of work dissemi-
nating and dispersal of assets. 

Despite having ordered some Kumho K70 soft compound tyres a couple of months ago whence they were 
initially said to be in stock, it turned out they were not, but expected, and so on, to a long drawn out disap-
pointment. Two race meeting passed, and still no joy, so I had to wait until I got to Morgan Park to pick up 
a set from the Queensland agent who didn't lead me on. And so after Sunday morning's event, I also 
bought another new set of medium compounds to replace my old hard, very worn, Advan A048's. What a 
difference! No, it didn't rain, so I didn't get to find out how good the soft compounds were. Murphy's law 
will now probably predicate that it will never rain at a meeting now that I have them...   ;-) 

A few weeks before that meeting I had also ordered a new front sway bar, but it also had not eventuated 
in time, so I had to put back in the old unit, and hope for the best... well the new tyres made a greater dif-
ference in the handling, such that I am now sure that the rear spring rate is still softer (even after the addi-
tion of another leaf) than the front. Perhaps a new set of rear springs (stiffer than the saggy old ones) will 
stiffen up the rear to what it should be. In a way, I probably did better with the old sway bar, on such a 
tight circuit with me frequently lifting both inside wheels each and every left-right zig-zag on the last 4 cor-
ners. Details of the times are in the Competition Report elsewhere in this issue. There is just time now to 
prepare for the FoSc meeting at Wakefield Park on the 7-8th August. 

I really wasn't trying to skite in the last issue about my luck in obtaining the new tow wagon (I've now 
heard of others having similar luck, so perhaps it's more because GMH were desperate for turn-over at 
the end of their financial year), however, the trip up to Morgan Park was a doddle. The new car with the 
AFM V8 engine, tows beautifully, and is so easy to drive compared to my old Cruiser, and used about half 
the amount of fuel.  

I was intending to comparatively test it with earlier runs by using Premium ULP 92RON on the way up, but 
lack of availability of that meant getting it, Premium ULP E10 94RON and standard ULP 92RON, con-
fused the results. I mostly got standard UPL E10 91RON on the way back, and despite it raining heavily 
most of the way home causing more wheel slip and therefore less AFM 4-cylinder mode, I ended up with 
a total trip economy of 13.4 L/100kM which is better than the claimed all round 13.8 L/100kM. All this 
whilst keeping up with the traffic, heavily loaded and towing about 1.4 tonnes. can't complain about that. 
Only a turbo diesel would outdo it, but GMH don't make one for the Commodore Sportwagon... yet. 

Starting on the Wednesday, Jeannie and I had a most leisurely trip up the New England Highway, stop-
ping overnight in Armidale, and arrived at Morgan Park early afternoon to drop the race car and trailer in 
Sprite Street, well, on the opposte side in a Marque. I then took Jeannie down to Brisbane for her week-
end of sight-seeing, and returned the 160km over Cunningham's Gap to Warwick for a much needed rest 
before Friday practice, a must for first timers to that circuit which, being very short, is very demanding 
upon the steering.  

I had a trouble free weekend of quite exciting racing, dicing with a Ferrari and then a couple of Alphas. 
The weather was good, even hot during the day, and the rain only started just as I had packed up ready to 
go back to the accommodation in Warwick. Down to Brisbane on 
Monday morning to pick up Jeannie, and then off down the Pacific 
Highway to a cousin's place near Woolgoolga for a couple of 
nights, and then the rest of the way home on Wednesday, making 
a fabulous whole week away, except for getting a nasty dose of the 
trots that last day. Ah! Well! 

Until next time, happy Spridgeting! 

Ric 
Photo: Avis Fowler 
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Editor’s Note: Please be aware that this Editor reserves the right to adjust the scope and formatting of cor-
respondence and articles submitted for publication for the sake of brevity, space, and readability, and cor-
rect obvious spelling and grammatical inconsistencies, punctuation, and construction without, hopefully, 
altering or detracting from the intent of the writer of the submissions. Mostly, MS Word does it for him! Ed 

NOTICES 
Tasmanian Trip  in 2010   
Hi from Queensland, 
Our Club is organising a trip to Tasmania in September 2010.  At this stage we have about 8 cars going. 
We leave Brisbane Saturday 18th Sept, and will be on the ferry from Melbourne on Monday 20th. 
We return on the ferry on Thursday 30th September. 
Could you please extend an invitation to any of your Club members to join us on this adventure. 
We expect the cost to be about $2800 per couple. 
Please ask your members to phone or email for more details. 
Yours Spritely, 
Alex Robertson, 
SCCQ President. 
Phone 0420 858 386 

Articles are preferred to be submitted in plain text or MS Word2003.doc format, and photos, either as 150 
x 100 mm prints which I can scan and return to you, or as JPEG files of 150 dpi, or between 448 x 336 
pixels up to1024 x 768 pixels, or a file size from 250KB up to 1.5MB max. Of course, later versions of MS 
Word can be read, and higher resolutions can be handled, but these conversions all take time.   

Sprite Torque ADVERTISING RATES 
Attention, can your business prosper by advertising in Sprite Torque? 
If so, then the following rates now apply. 
Half page Black and White only $195.00 per annum 
Full page Black and White only $300.00 per annum 
As well as an advertisement in the printed magazine, you also will receive the same size advert, 
as supplied, in colour in our electronic magazine as well as on our website. 

ATTENTION: Members are advised that due to the time taken to compile and publish the 
magazine, and the subsequent delays with mounting it upon the web and the printing and 
posting of the hard copy, that they should frequently log onto the Club’s website at 
<www.spriteclub.com> and check the Events and Members Only areas, and the 2012 
Sprite National Challenge website <www.spritechallenge.com> for the latest news and de-
tails of the coming events. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 No new members this month 

To the new members, welcome, and hopefully you will get as much out of the Club as you put in. 
 (Note this Editor’s subtle hint to solicit more articles).    ;-) 

ERRATA 
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SPECIALS 

 

The SCCA 50th Anniversary lapel pin. 

Limited number available. 

8 dollars each plus postage 

Contact: The President, Greg Holden  

on 0418 286 831 to order. 

I may have some with me on runs. 

Image not to real size.  
Approx 15 x 25 mm. 
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NOTICES 

CSCA/SCCA Supersprint Round 6 
Sydney and NSW members, we need your help urgently.  

On Saturday the 28th August the Club is running a Super-Sprint at Eastern Creek Raceway.  

We need lots of officials and helpers on the day (we are required to man 9 flag points).  
By the way, no experience is necessary, and we will show you what is needed to be done at 
a briefing before the event.  
Additionally the renowned SCCA Officials free lunch and drinks will be supplied and water, 
will, as usual, be available all day.  
If you are competing yourself, how about bringing along the rest of the crew from home to 
help on the day.  
You can do a morning session, an afternoon session, or all day.  

If you can assist please phone Greg Holden 0418 286 831, or email me at 
gregh@swantimber.com.au 

Your Club will be eternally grateful, thankful and even mention you in dispatches.  

 Greg Holden 
 

                           Shannons Display Day 

CMC advise that this year will be even bigger & better with over 1600 cars entered.  Get your free 
“goody” bag, have run around Eastern Creek, in a double-decker bus if a Sprite is not fun enough, enjoy 
a day out looking at classic cars. 

 When :     Sunday August 23rd. 

 Where:     Eastern Creek Raceway. 

          Meet at Prospect Hotel, Great Western Highway 

                           at 8:00 am for 8:15 am departure. 

 Tickets:    $12 per car. 

   Contact Graham Wells on 96541344 or secretary@spriteclub.com to reserve your ticket. 
            Only 20 available on first in first served basis. 

        All British Display Day 
          When:       Sunday August 29th. 

 Where:       The Kings School, Pennant Hills Road, Nth. Parramatta 

            Enter via Mason Drive. 
            Meet at McDonalds, cnr. Church & Victoria Roads, 

            Parramatta at 8:00 am for 8:15 am departure. 

  Tickets:     $5 per car. 

Contact Graham Wells on 96541344 or secretary@spriteclub.com  to reserve a ticket. 

I have booked 12 only because that is all that came last year.         
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 NOTICES, cont. 
 Social Drive  

Sunday 24 October 

 

 

Australian 
Motorlife 
Museum 

motorlifemuseum.com.
au 

 

INTEGRAL ENERGY RECREATION PARK 

DARKES ROAD, KEMBLA GRANGE, WOLLONGONG 

Meet at:  
Picton (shopping centre car park – 20 metres south of Police station) 
9.00am (for 9.30 departure) 

A morning tea of fresh home baked scones and tea and coffee can be provided by 
the Museum upon our arrival. 

  
ENTRY COST   Adult: $11.00 pp - Child: $5.00 pp 

Concession: $8.50 pp - NRMA Members: $7.50 pp  
The cost of museum entry and morning tea is $13.50 pp. It would be appreciated if 
you could bring the exact cash with you. 
 

We will need to know numbers for catering purposes, so if you 
would like morning tea you must contact Keith Smith by Monday 

18th October on 0418 627 889 or by email at 
keithsmith@aapt.net.au 

 
There are picnic facilities onsite so please bring your own lunch, 

drinks and chairs etc. 



 
 NOTICES, cont. 
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               2010 Alpine Classic  
                    25th & 26th September 
             
Join fellow motoring enthusiasts                                
and discover Classic Rallying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Get your classic out of the shed and join fellow motoring enthusiasts on the two day 2010 Alpine Classic Rally. Running 
for the twelfth year, the Alpine is the only timed navigational event in NSW and is considered one of the premier events 
on the Classic Rally Club’s calendar. Set in the beautiful Central West of New South Wales, crews will have the 
opportunity to drive on some of the best roads this state has to offer. 
Three categories of navigation will cater for all levels of skill. Those with experience and seeking a serious challenge will 
opt for Masters, whilst crews requiring a little more guidance will go for the Apprentices. For anyone just wanting a 
fabulous drive in the spring countryside without the challenge of navigation, the Tour category is ideal. 
The Alpine will start in Lithgow, at the foot of the Blue Mountains. The event will travel a circuitous route to the 
overnight stop in Orange, where competitors will have the opportunity to spend a relaxed evening with their newfound 
rally friends. Two motorkhanas, held over the lunch break will give those with a lead foot the chance to have some fun! 
After a good night’s rest, it’s on the road again for another day of Classic Rallying. It will then be on to the traditional pub 
finish near Lithgow. 
The event is open to pre-1980 cars of any marque. Other cars will be considered on submission to the Event Secretary.  
Included in the cost of $429 for a crew of two will be breakfast at the start in Lithgow, two lunches, a sumptuous evening 
meal in Orange, motel accommodation and breakfast. Your rally pack will contain all maps needed for the event, 
windscreen banner and car number, rally romer (for new entrants), Alpine Classic caps and cloth badges. Alpine Classic 
polo shirts will also be available for purchase at a cost of $30. 
Cost for additional crew members or passengers is $160 each. 
The event will be strictly limited to 85 entrants, so get your name in early! 
Entries close on Friday 27 August 2010. 
Clerk of Course  John Henderson  02 9499 8141 0408 118427 
Event Secretary  Lui MacLennan  02 9460 6909 0418 645623 
Fax      02 9926 8880 
E-mail      alpineclassic@hotmail.com 
If you only enter one event a year, then the 2010 Alpine Classic is the one for you. The Classic Rally Club has made the 
Alpine Classic a prestigious annual event and with your support it will be even better. Be part of the event and help make 
it happen again in 2010! 
For an entry form or more information about Classic Rallying, visit www.classicrallyclub.com.au 
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 SOCIAL REPORT 
 

Weekday run to Port Kembla and Futureworld. 

A small gathering of the monthly South 
Coast faithful began (as per normal) 
with coffee at Ruby’s Cafe in Bulli on 
22nd July. In spite of the chilly wind, the 
cafe’s outdoor tables were well pro-
tected and the warm sun was most wel-
come. 

Illawarra locals Les and Shirley Bryant, 
Ray and Denise Fahey, George and 
Carolyn Ritchie and Keith Smith / Juliet 
Richardson were joined by Graham 
McDonald and son Brent from southern 
Sydney. Graham drove the only associ-
ate car as his MGB is undergoing re-
pairs. 

Our first destination was a small heritage park at Port Kembla with an old gun emplacement near the 
port’s entrance and the remnants of a tank defence – weird concrete pyramids about three foot high. We 
could see a very dark storm out at sea and tried not to dwell on this. We could also see some buoys 
marking the point where an experimental wave generator sank not long ago in heavy seas. Apparently it 
has to be raised soon as it presents a shipping hazard. 

Next stop was Hill 60 just nearby, with amazing 360 degree views incorporating the whole of Wollongong 
and its many beaches, and also Lake Illawarra and of course the escarpment in the distance to the west. 
This was a rather breezy spot and somewhat cold, so we returned to our cars to adjourn for lunch. 

For this we found a remarkable little cafe in Shellharbour Village, in a spot so sheltered that we could ac-
tually sit outside and eat – no mean feat on a cool winter’s day! 

Our final destination was the main event of the day – a visit to an Eco-Technology Centre at Warrawong.  
Futureworld is an Australian non-profit organisation formed in 1992 to develop a national centre for dem-
onstrating, exhibiting and promoting Environmentally Appropriate Technologies. 

The main focus of the exhibition is on interactive activities and displays in the fields of renewable energy 
(such as solar and wind power), greenhouse gas reduction, water conservation and transport etc. On dis-
play were a solar powered sailboat and a solar car that raced in the Darwin to Adelaide international car 
race. 

Our volunteer guide was a wealth of information, discussing aspects of global warming and outlining 
many ideas relating to Green Building Technologies. 

This interesting visit provided us with the opportunity to reflect on what we are all doing to our environ-
ment and inspired us to believe that we can all make changes to the way we travel and live. 

Author unknown—Ed 
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 COMING SOCIAL EVENTS/CALENDAR 2010 
 
 

TBC: Event date and details  “To Be Confirmed”. 

Until a Social Secretary is appointed, the Club would appreciate volunteers to undertake organisation of a Sprite Run, 
hopefully to new and interesting places that they have found that may interest other members. 

MONTH DAY/DATE EVENT 

   

AUGUST Fri 13th Mexican Lunch in Kiama.  
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00)  
Contact: Keith Smith m: 0418 627 889 

 Sun 15th Eastern Suburbs Run for City dwellers to Watson’s Bay; Start TBA 
A Pre-Concourse inspection will be held at the Bay. 
Contact Annie Lawlor on m: 0416 020 466  
or Warren Lawlor on m: 0421 783 985 

 Sun 23rd Shannons Display Day at Eastern Creek Raceway. 
Meet at Prospect Hotel, Great Western Highway at 8:00 am for 8:15 am 
departure.   
Tickets: $12 per car. 
Contact Graham Wells on 96541344 or secretary@spriteclub.com to re-
serve your ticket.  Only 20 available on first in first served basis. 

 Sun 29th The All British Day at King’s School, Parramatta.  
Meet at McDonalds, cnr. Church & Victoria Roads, Parramatta at 8:00 am 
for 8:15 am departure.   
Tickets: $5 per car.  
Contact Graham Wells on 96541344 or secretary@spriteclub.com  to re-
serve a ticket. 
I have booked 12 only because that is all that came last year. 

SEPTEMBER Sat 18-19th Weekend visit to Floriade, Canberra.  
Contact: Paul Barbara 02 9727 6549  
Cheque marked on back “Floriade/Sep” to SCCA PO Box 696 Kingswood 
2747.  

  Fri 24th Motorlife Museum Run rescheduled for a weekend in September. 
Berkelouw's Bookshop Berrima  
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00)  
Contact: Keith Smith m: 0418 627 889 

OCTOBER Sun 10th SCCA Concourse.  Venue TBA.  
Contact: Greg Strange (02) 9909 8607 

  Fri 22nd Mt Annan Botanic Gardens.  
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00)  
Contact: Keith Smith m: 0418 627 889 

 Sun 24th Motorlife Museum — lunch in Mt Kembla.  
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00)  
Contact: Keith Smith m: 0418 627 889 

NOVEMBER Fri 24th Nan Tien Temple.  
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00)  
Contact: Keith Smith m: 0418 627 889 

DECEMBER TBC Club’s AGM and Christmas Party. 
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 COMING COMPETITION EVENTS/CALENDAR 2010 

MONTH DATE PROMOTER VENUE EVENT 

          

AUGUST   1 NSWHCC/MGN Ringwood, Raymond 
Trce 

Hillclimb Rnd 7 

   7-8 FoSC Winter Invitation Wakefield Park Historic Sports 

 10 Second GEAR Wakefield Park Historic 

 11 GEAR Wakefield Park Historic 

 14-15 VHRR Aust Historic Motor Festival Winton Long, Vic Historic 

 21 CSCA/Morgan Owners’ Club of Aust Eastern Creek Supersprint R5 

 28 CSCA/Sprite Car Club of Aust (SCCA)  Eastern Creek Supersprint R6 

SEPTEMBER 18-19 HSRCA  Historic Meeting Wakefield Park All Historic 

 18-19 Speed on Tweed Taree Historic 

OCTOBER   1-4 CAMS CARnival Echuca-Moama Carnival 

   5 Second GEAR Wakefield Park Historic 

 16 NSWHCC/MGN King Edward Pk, New-
castle 

Hillclimb Rnd 7 

 16-17 AHCC/SASCC Collingrove, SA Hillclimb Chmpnshp 

 16-17 HRCC Historic QLD “No Frills” Meet Lakeside, Qld Historic 

 16 CSCA/ Triumph Sports Owners’ Assoc Wakefield Park Training Day 

 17 CSCA/ Triumph Sports Owners’ Assoc Wakefield Park Supersprint R7 

NOVEMBER   6-7 VHRR Historic Sandown Sandown, Vic All Historic 

 25-28 HSRCA Historic Tasman Meeting Eastern Creek All Historic 

 Please check the promoters’ websites for the latest up-to-date information  
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 COMPETITION REPORT July 2010 
Historic Warwick, Morgan Park Raceway, Warwick Qld, 24-25th July 2010. 
Members attending were Denis Best (Lenham Le Mans GT Sprite) and myself, Ric Forster (MG Midget) 
from NSW in Group Sb, Allan Bryson (Austin A30) in Group Na, and Jim Elphick (Gazelle Special) in 
Group Lb. Geoff King (NSW) in his 1100cc MkII AH Sprite, Steve Purdy from Northern NSW in his MG 
Midget, and Mike Allen (Qld) in his AH Sprite also competing with Group Sb Spridgets. Roger Marshall 
(Qld) in the yellow budgie Midget in Regularity 1, and Robin Marshall (Qld) in his lightweight AH Sprite 
consigned into Group O Sports to make up the numbers, all the Spridgets above stabled in Sprite Street. 
Unfortunately, member Peter Mohacsi had to withdraw beforehand not having his engine rebuilt in time. 

Friday morning early for practice found Morgan Park with a thick layer of Hoare frost on the ground after a 
minus 3 degrees night. Cars were hard to start, and the track cold and slippery. Historic Sports Cars Odd 
Numbers were about sixth on the practice schedule, so by the time I followed Denis out for our run it was 
a bit warmer and there was a little bit of rubber laid down. Must say that it was quite a challenge of a track 
to find the lines first up, a fast first corner braking hard and snatching second for a sharp right hander, T2, 
and then flat out up the hill and a fast long left, T3,  over the blind top under the bridge hugging the wall 
and drifting out to the right edge as you come out of it flat chat down to a sharp right hand hook called 
"Gum Tree", T4. This is followed by a long left hander, T5,  with bumps until another sharp RH hook, T6, 
where there are many different lines and good overtaking opportunities, up to a "T" intersection left turn, 
T7, and then accelerate into third gear into T8 which takes you right into the existing short track instead of 
straight ahead into the new long track extension yet to be accredited, almost straight through a shallow 
LH, T9, braking hard and snatching second again for a very tight right angle RH, T10, with inside wheels 
in the air, then immediately hard left, T11,  with a bump that again promotes inside wheels even higher 
into the air, and finally a medium right hander, T12,  to turn onto the Start/Finish straight drifting across to 
the pit wall as you pile on the power. A very exciting SHORT track. After 5 or more 15min outings, I finally 
felt comfortable keeping the "Pedal to The Metal", and ready for the weekend's racing. Denis said I should 
be able to get down to the 1:17's, so that set my target. 

All this with my 3.9 diff so that I only used 2nd and 3rd gears but revving out to max in each on most 
corners. I don't think putting in my 4.2 diff would have made any difference because I would then be only 
at half way between gears on each corner; Hmmm, perhaps a 4.5 would have been optimum. Steve 
Purdy refused to confirm that he had a 5.3 or higher diff in his car (ex Brett McManus), ready for the 
following week's Hill Climb, but was disadvantaged because of a bad second gear which held him back. 
Poor Steve; even though he did finally just break the Group Sb Lap Record which Denis established 
earlier in the meeting. 

Saturday morning was fine and sunny, with a brief Driver Briefing at 9:15. Allan Bryson in the first racing 
category out in Group Na to test the track (see his report following). Our Group T/S qualifying (Q10) was 
not until 11:00, plenty of time to get prepared. Denis made 9th with 1:16.6379, breaking his 2008 Group 
Sb under 1600cc Lap Record of 1:17.43, Steve Purdy 12th with 1:18.6057, myself 14th with 1:18.9151, 
Mike Allen 22nd with 1:22.3873, and Geoff King 24th with 1:25.2851 before breaking an axle on his third 
lap. We all hopped in to help get him into the first race. 

Sprite Street South side with Steve’s Midget in front of Ric’s, 
with Geoff’s Sprite in the  background. 

Sprite Street North side with R to L: Mike’s Sprite, Denis’ Len-
ham, Steve’s space, Roger’s Midget, and Robin’s Sprite. 
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 COMPETITION REPORT July 2010, cont. 
 

Saturday afternoon first race, R10 of 6 laps, Denis again broke the Group Sb under 1600 Lap Record 
coming 8th with 1:16.2549, Steve 10th with 1:18.9148, myself 13th with 1:18.9148, Mike Allen 20th with 
1:19.9399, and Geoff 23rd with 1:21.9544. This was a great race for me treading on the tail of Leonard 
Watson's Sc Ferrari 308GTS, just too wide and harder accelerating than my Midget, but I sure gave him 
some curry in the tighter corners, nearly getting past a couple of times. As we returned to the paddock, 
the paddock gate was shut and we were channeled down Pit Lane to all be weighed without driver! They 
were obviously after someone resulting from a complaint, but we don't know who. So for the first time I 
learned what my car weighed, 652kg with about 10L of fuel left so that puts it at about 645kg dry. I was 
surprised to find that Denis' Lenham with its fibre-glass panels weighed somewhat more... must be thick 
glass… 

A lazy Sunday morning fine and cool, and starting tenth in the day, R25 of 8 laps went much faster for all 
with the cool air and by then warmed track. Steve made an excellent start and held Denis at bay coming 
7th outright and breaking Denis' Group Sb under 1600cc Lap Record with 1:15.5861, Denis very close 
behind in 8th with his fastest ever lap yet of 1:15.7083, myself in 13th with 1:17.7435 (only 3 tenths 
behind Denis' old Lap Record; and this still on the old worn tyres!), Mike Allen 16th with 1:17.4944 (better 
than my best), and Geoff King 23rd with 1:21.5086. So I made my target, but, of course, Denis has raised 
the bar again by... a lot! I had the new tyres fitted with the expectation that I could run them in on the next 
extra event before the last race. 

Sunday afternoon with the weather starting to cloud over came event 35 of 10 laps, The Queensland 
Tourist Trophy Race including the Lionel Ayers Trophy for Group O Sports Cars so that there were some 
very much faster cars in the pack. Already quite a few Group S had packed up to return the long way 
home, but a large number of reserves filled the grid. On green tyres, I made a very conservative start, and 
stayed behind the pack for four laps before the tyres started to tell me that they were already much 
stickier than the old ones, and ready for a go. All the Group S remaining were lapped by lap 6, with Denis 
being the 1st Group S to finish in 12th place with 1: 16.7691, myself in 15th with 1:19.5468, and Robin 
Marshall 18th with 1:22.2546. 

In the last event R38 of 10 laps, Denis managed a good start to outrun Steve, coming 7th with 1:16.1082, 
Steve 8th with 1:16.7591, myself 14th with 1:18.0341, and Geoff King DNF'd after 7 laps with a best Lap 
time of 1:22.8860. 

Overall, a good weekend's racing for Groups S, L and Na with Denis, Allan and Jim winning trophies, and 
with few breakdowns and no damage, unlike the massive pile up under the bridge on Sunday morning in 
the Group N Historic Touring Car Fastest Group. A mini flew over the top of some five others blocking the 
track and landed on his lid, Fortunately, the drivers all walked away, but quite a few cars were `totalled'.  

The rain started just as we had finished packing up ready to leave the circuit. Brilliant! 

Ric Forster 

Sun. Allan in the Dummy Grid line-up for the Group N race 
with the two Na’s at the rear; yes, he beat the big Jag again! 

Sun. Jim in the Dummy Grid line up for the handicapped race; 
Third to start at +2:40 min, and third over-all to finish! 
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HISTORIC  WARWICK 
33rd Annual Queensland Historic Racing Festival. 
24th & 25th July 2010. 
  

The Event was celebrating 100 years of Alfa 
Romeo, & you thought that they would have 
rusted out 50 years ago, but no, the Red 
White & Green Brigade were well repre-
sented. 

This was my first time at this circuit. I had 
been looking forward to having a run here 
for a couple of years & I was not disap-
pointed.  

We left home at Rainbow Flat on Thursday 
morning around 7am heading up the Thun-
derbolt's Way running into snow just south of 
Walcha & arriving at Morgan Park Raceway 
about 3.00pm. Unloaded the A30 & set up 
camp, then headed for our accommodation 
for a well earned rest. 

Friday started with a good frost; it was freezing cold. Private practice started at 8.00am & the A30 did not 
like the cold, but as the day progressed & warmed up, things improved & after about 3 dozen practice 
laps, I called it quits for the day. 

Saturday Race Day: A 9.00 start for practice & size up the opposition, unfortunately there was only one 
other Na class car, a 1954 3.4 Mk7 Jaguar. I soon found out that this car, as large & cumbersome as it is, 
was no slouch. We both qualified with almost identical lap times (the A30 a couple of tenths quicker). 

Race one; & it was on. I couldn't believe just how quickly the Jag got off the mark & jumped in front of me. 
This was a 6 Lap event of nose to tail driving & it was not until the last lap that I managed to make my 
passing maneuver, arriving out of the last set of corners & onto the main strait ahead of the Jag. I'm told 
that this brought the spectators to their feet, cheering as I crossed the Finish Line. It was to be the same 
deal for the following races. 

Attending from Taree was Francis & Ian Barbery with the Tiga 2000 & Bob Holden with the Ford Escort. 

It was a great weekend of racing & catching 
up with old acquaintances, both Ian & myself 
managed to snatch a dust catcher each in 
our respective Trophy Races.  

I also managed to set a new Outright Lap 
Record for the Na class. The Banana Bend-
ers put on a great weekend for us & for that 
we thank them. 

  

Allan Bryson. 

COMPETITION REPORT July 2010, cont. 
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COMPETITION REPORT July 2010, cont. 

Mike Allen 

Steve Purdy Roger Marshall 

Robin Marshall’s 

Denis Best’s 

Geoff King 

Saturday morning at Sprite Street, Morgan Park, Warwick, Queensland 
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 SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT 
 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING, 13th July, 2010 
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta 
Meeting commenced: 7.40 pm  

Present:   12 members as per the attendance book.  

Apologies:   Leah Holden, Les Payne, Greg Strange, Colin Dodds. 

Minutes of  Previous Meeting: Moved accepted by Annie Lawlor, sec. Ric Forster. Carried. 

Business Arising:  None other than items discussed later in the agenda.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Les Payne is overseas on business but send the report to G Wells by Email for 
presentation. 

   General Account:   
  Opening balance                                                        $5,760.54 
                   Deposits                                  $3648.33 
           Payments                                    $60.00 
                   Closing balance                                                         $9,348.87 
   Savings account: 
  Opening balance                                                      $15,479.36 
  *Transfer to B. trans. a/c       $14,500.00 
                   Interest earned                            $67.84 
                   Closing balance                                                         $1,047.19 
    Business transaction account: 
                   Opening balance                                                          $932.90 
                   Payments                                  $144.48 
  Transfer from Sav. a/c          $14,500.00            
  Closing balance                                                        $15,288.42 
    Total funds:                                                                             $25,684.48 
     * Required to fund the Supersprint. 
  Treasurer’s report moved accepted Barry Cockayne, sec. John Buchanan. Carried. 

Secretary’s Report:  G Wells reported correspondence: 
Incoming: 
- Email Barry Cockayne re CAMS insurance. 
-CAMS re Carnival & nomination for office bearers. 
- CMC re Shannon’s display & concours. 
- ABCC re display day. 
- Brochures: Burwood Show & Shine, Broke Village Fair, Shoalhaven Historic Vehicle Rally, Ironfest, 
Sotherbys, Gunnedah Swap Meet, Highlands Motorfest, Sue’s Transport Books. 
- Magazines: T Read, Goblins Gazette, Depender, Flat Chat, Mascot. 

Shannon’s Day & ABCC Day 
- G Wells has ordered & received tickets. Notice sent to R Forster for Sprite Torque. 
- Rob Allen’s Mk.1 was nominated as our representative in the Shannon’s concourse. G Wells to contact 
Rob. 

Social Drives:   
Coming events are: 
- July 18th Brass Monkey Run 
- July 22nd Futureworld run 
- August 13th Kiama run 
- August 15th. Eastern suburbs run  
- August 22nd Shannons Display Day 
- August 29th ABCC Display Day 
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT, cont. 
 

 
 
Supersprint:  August 28th. 

- Supp. Regs are out & entries coming in. Services booked.  Stewards, Chief Flag Marshall & Scrutineer 
positions being organised. Call for volunteers notice into Sprite Torque. 

Concourse:  Greg Strange not present but Warren Lawlor reported that Greg is still looking for suitable 
venue. Warren has downloaded the MG Club manual, which included the Midget, for guidelines on criteria 
etc. 

CAMS:  Barry Cockayne gave brief report. No State Development meeting & no minutes received.  

Competition: Ric Forster has written a report on All British meeting for Sprite Torque. We need to get 
some-one to write a report on each round of the CSCA series, a competitor from the Club would be ideal. 
The Triumph Club has invited us to a training day at Marulan. 

Sprite Torque:  Ric Forster reported July edition has gone to the printers. He has the new computer but it 
is not yet on line. 

Technical Meetings:  Greg Strange not present but a visit to Nepean Classic Cars was suggested. 

Web-site:  Warren Lawlor has renewed the site for two years. Two years of back issues of Sprite Torque 
are now loaded. It was suggested that we look at loading a few old issues from the Club library for inter-
est. 

Membership: Annie Lawlor reported 120 renewals received so a lot of members are not financial. The 
data base in now very comprehensive & we can pull some statistics from it. 

Insurance:  Barry Cockayne reported that he has an advance copy of the new CAMS Insurance Hand-
book which is about to be released. It appears to cover all the areas we have been asking about & on a 
first reading it appears we can drop our secondary insurance cover. A notification of a social event is 
needed instead of a permit. It was suggested that we notify by a copy of our social calendar each month 
(meeting minutes or an extract from them). 

Club Constitution & Rules:  Barry Cockayne has a platform to work from & hopes to have a draft pre-
pared by late August.   

Club Computer: The computer has been received. Invoice to go to Greg Holden. 

General Business:  
- Annie Lawlor raised the subject of the “letter to the editor” from Neil Scott in July Sprite Torque. The cost 
of the badges was included in the cost members paid for the birthday lunch. We do have some badges 
available for sale. Greg Holden to reply to Neil Scott. 

- Greg Holden reported on a number of items. 

- Peter Watters sent a note with his membership suggesting a run to MotorLife. 

- Bob Owers sent a letter re the 50th reunion dinner. 

Greg presented the results of the survey conducted at the July 4th lunch re social events. These will be 
circulated to the Committee members & the results will be used to plan future runs 

      Meeting closed at 8:55 pm. 

Next General Meeting: Tuesday, August10th 2010; Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie 
Sts., Parramatta at 7:30 pm.         
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Bob Rowntree Automotive 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Creek Corner Warwick Farm 1967 
 
 
 
MVRIC licensed. IAME No 92429 

Sprite, Midget, 
 MGB, MGA 
Bringing you 40 years of Sprite 
Service specialising in  
• Precision engine building 
• Gearbox overhauls 
• Suspension rectification 
• Front frame strengthening 
• Diff housing rebuilding 
• SU carb rebuilding 
• Engine tuning 
• Motorsport preparation 

2 Kathleen Place, Thirlmere NSW 2572 
Ph - 4683 0618,     Mob - 0402 216 149 



 

August 2010 Sprite Torque  21 

 

 

 

 

THE BUGEYE BARN 

AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE & MG MIDGET SPECIALISTS “Talk to someone who cares” 
 

NEW PARTS FOR ALL MODELS 
MECHANICAL – BODY – TRIM – ELECTRICAL – BADGES – GLASS & CHROME – SOFTOPS – RUBBER 

 
RECONDITIONED SERVICES 

WISHBONES – DAMPERS – CARBURETTORS – GEARBOXES – GAUGES – ENGINES 
USED PARTS 

CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGE OF SERVICEABLE USED ITEMS 
SPECIALISING IN HARD TO GET BITS – WE SOURCE WORLD WIDE 

REPAIRS 
ANYTHING FROM A HEADLIGHT GLOBE TO A FULL RESTORATION 

COMPETITION AND PERFORMANCE 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESS IN HISTORIC RACING AND TARGA STYLE 

RALLIES. THE PARTS WE USE ARE THE ONES WE SELL. 
 

AUSTRALIA WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
Ask for our FREE CATALOGUE 

 
TONY BENNETTO 

PO BOX 47 
UPPER FERNTREE GULLY 3156 

Phone: 03 9758 8669  (& keep trying) 
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MOTORKHANA — A Definition from the Free Dictionary from Farlex 

 
Motorkhana is a low-cost form of motorsport, unique to Australia and New Zealand but similar to autotesting in the UK and 
Ireland and somewhat similar to autocross in the US. It involves manoeuvering a car through tight tests as quickly as possible - 
one car at a time - on either dirt or bitumen surfaces. This usually requires sliding and spinning the car accurately while 
maintaining speed through the test course. Some reversing is usually included.  
Each test takes from 15 to 60 seconds to complete and is defined by flags. Hitting flags or going the wrong way incur time 
penalties which are added to the total time. A day’s competition - an event - usually includes 8 to 12 tests. Vehicle speed rarely 
exceeds 60 km/h (37 mph) but the tightness of the tests ensures the driver is kept very busy.  
Most competitors use normal road cars but some use specially built vehicles (motorkhana specials) which are much lighter and 
have specialised braking systems to facilitate the spin turns. Some motorkhana specials use modified automatic transmissions 
to facilitate rapid gearchanges between first and reverse gears. They usually use racing slick tyres for bitumen and concrete 
surfaces.  
Awards are made to the driver with the lowest total time in each class. Classes separate production cars from specials and large 
production cars from small production cars. There are often classes for female drivers, and for junior drivers as young as 12.  
Most Australian motorkhanas are run to the National Motorkhana Code rules. Australian championship and state championship 
events use tests from the Motorkhana Test booklet which specifies test dimensions, required direction of travel and flag colours. 
Most championship motorkhanas are run on bitumen or concrete while club events are usually on dirt, grass or mud.  
Competition licences and entry fees are cheap and vehicle maintenance is low so motorkhana is probably the most affordable 
motor sport for cars in Australia. More motorkhana information is available at Motorkhana1 and motorkhana-sa.com  
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 TORQUE TRADER 
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers, just email or phone the Editor of Sprite Torque 

THIS MONTH 
 

  

FOR SALE       Help me make room in my garage!  
Bugeye fibreglass bonnet - $950  
A pair of bugeye seat bases & backs - rusty & a bit beaten up but repairable if you have the skills- $150 
the pair  
Plinth for bugeye number plate light, fibreglass $30  
1275 Flywheel - lightened - $150  
2 x 1275 Rear engine plates - $100 each  
1275 Timing chain cover - $50  
2 x 1 1/4" SU's on manifold - $200  
Heat shield for Mk III midget  $20  
Air cleaners for Mk III midget $40  
Contact: Bruce Miles h: (02) 9712 4991;  m: 0417 962 104; email <find_bruce@yahoo.com.au>  

PREVIOUS MONTH 

WANTED       Mark I Sprite in need of restoration. Retirement Project. Gerry Murphy (03) 5475 2060. 

FOR SALE       PARTS TO SUIT BUGEYE SPRITE 
1   STEEL BONNET 
1   SMOOTH CASE GEARBOX 
1   948 RACE MOTOR 
2   RADIATORS - 1 WITH NEW CORE 
4   WHEELS WITH TYRES 
1   HEATER FAN 
1   HEATER BOX 
1   WINDSCREEN WIPER MOTOR, CABLE AND GEAR BOXES 
1   WINDSCREEN INCLUDING PILLARS 
1   HOOD - NEW IN BOX 
1   SET HOOD BOWS 
1   SET  7” FRONT BRAKES AND UPRIGHTS 
1   SET  7” REAR BRAKES 

 SOME FRONT BUMPER BRACKETS 
1   SET REAR BUMPERS AND BRACKETS 
1   PAIR SIDE SCREENS 
1   HORN (WINDTONE) LOW NOTE 
1   ORIGINAL STEERING WHEEL 
4   HUB CAPS 
1   GRAB HANDLE 
1   WINDSCREEN WASHER SET 
1   PAIR 1¼” S.U. CARBURETTORS AND LINKS ON MANIFOLD 
1   TEX INTERIOR MIRROR   

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND PRICES, RING JOHN    0245 728 610 

WANTED 
I AM LOOKING TO BUY A SPRITE MK11 or 11a or MG MIDGET 1968, 1969.  
WOULD PREFER A VEHICLE WITH 1275cc ENGINE . 
CONTACT: KEITH   P: 0243581572    M: 0407462360  E: keithwleslie@bigpond.com 



 



Order your Regalia now  
 

0418 286 831 or visit http://spriteclub.com/regalia.html  
Mens & Ladies BIZTECH™ Evolution Jacket  

Outer : 100% Coated Micro fibre Shell. 
Lining: 100% Polyester Mesh + Polyester Taffeta. BIZTECH™ 
technology . 
Waterproof Rating: 1,000mm inner membrane. 
Breath ability Rating: 1,000g/m2. Fully seam sealed. Windproof. 
Wind flap chin guard with stand up collar. Inside elastic closure for 
wind/snow protection. Two-Way front zip with movable sliders. Outer 
chest zippered vertical pocket with MP3 Player access from inside. 
Concealed underarm zippered air vent. Two flap zippered front 
pockets with metal puller. Adjustable Velcro rubber cuff closures. 
Open inside right breast pocket, zippered inside left breast pocket. 
Zipper access for embroidery 

Polo Shirts           $50 
Mens & Ladies    $35 
Scarfs & Hats      $15 
Baseball Caps      $20 
Moto Shirts          $55 
Polar Fleece         $45 

    

Colour Black & Graphite Nautical Blue & Navy Stadium Red & Black 

These jackets will have two logos. 2008 Sprite Jubilee (pocket) and SCCA Logo (right arm). 

  THESE JACKETS WILL BE ORDERED AS REQUIRED AND WILL BE A PRE-PAID ITEM.         $120.00 each  
(There will be a cut off date for ordering these jackets as we need to order in reasonable numbers to get the best price,  
so contact the regalia team immediately).  

CAPTION CORNER:  If you can think of a better one, send it in. Best one received before the next publication deadline will     
receive a quality A4 colour print of their choice of any photo they submit and is published in the current issue.  Ed. 

When you want to obscurate the enemy, Captain; Make smoke, lots of tyre smoke!                 Photo: Ric Forster 
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