January 2019

What’s inside…..
* President’s report

• Minutes of monthly
meeting
• What’s in your shed.
• BEYOND Bitumen
Rally
• Events
• CSCA UPDATE

• A Spritely Trip
around Australia
• * NEW* Zach’s corner

• Show ads

Welcome to Sprite Torque
Welcome to the the first edition of Sprite Torque for
the year.! Thank you to everyone for sending me your
articles and photographs. It makes my job so much
easier.
In this issue is our new section “ In the Shed with…....”.
Focuses on Al Bryson’s shed. If you have photographs
of your man cave/shed of seclusion and would like to
have them featured. Please feel free to write me a
little description of your shed and send me some
photographs.
Please take the time to read Rod and Pauls note on
the Bitumen Rally. The gents are raising money for
Beyond Blue. They’d love your support!
Also in this issue I’m introducing a little personal spot.
You might remember in earlier issues that my son
Zach made a beautiful trophy for All British Day. Zach
loves anything cars. This is going to be his page to
display what’s going on in his world.
If you have anything to share, please send them to
bron.wray@gmail.com
Stay Spritely
Bron

*
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President’s Report
Well, may I wish you all a happy new year.
I hope that you all enjoyed the Christmas period and if you got away I hope you had a good break. Our Christmas was a traditional one
with Leah’s mum down for around a week and the kids over on Christmas Day.
This year Christopher spent Christmas in QLD with the outlaws.
U started with a list of jobs a mile long and gave them a fair old crack. We did some work on the van and headed down on the border,
down Mexico way. It was a great break and I think that we both needed the escape.
On the club front our first run was a no shoe with extreme weather forecast for the day.
As it turned out it was not quite as hot as we have had.
The Friday run to Kiama was a great success and I look forward to reading about it an upcoming addition.
These runs are generally organised by Keith Smith and his lovely partner Juliette along with Ray Fahey. They welcome anyone to come
along and over the years I have enjoyed a few of the Friday specials.
Please look the runs up in the calendar on either the web site or in the magazine.
E have a few new members on the committee front and Sue and Carol have joined up to look after all things social for the club in 2019.
Yep we are nearly in the year 2020.
Was there a movie about the year 2020. Did it have a Sprite or midget in it??
We also need to think about the big events in 2920 with the Sprite Car Club of Australia celebrating 60 Year’s, we are also the oldest
Continual Sprite Car club in the world and plans are already afoot to celebrate the occasion.
If you want in you best get your name on the “ please keep me informed” list.
With this and the Sprite and Midget Nationals being held in Queensland the same year we will have some big weekends on the
calendar.
We would also welcome any club member to come on any runs of gathering we have this year and any year.
We have a large number on non marque cars in the club and we would , I certainly would, like to see them on runs this year.
I look on the register and gosh we have some very interesting cars in the club.
I have always said that you do not need a Sprite to join our club and you can still drive a non marque car, bike or push bike on a car
club run.
I would love to meet you all.
On the home front we continue to be very busy with quite a few jobs on the books.
We have fully clad the car trailer shed and mouse proofed the floor.
How do you do that I hear you ask
I dug down an good foot, 12” or 300mm you all you young folk
I dug every where I could, I pulled out boulders bigger than the wheel barrow and the compacted the residue soil. It was then filled
with Rotamill covered in diesel to allow it to bed together. It can up a treat and now, no more mice, no more chooks burying the Kelpie
tractor wheels as crap all over the car trailer.
All the soil was moved with the Mayfield mechanical wheel barrow.
This needed re- commissioning as the barrow was rotten thx clutch cable broken.
All was fixed and my welding skills were tested to make the new barrow. But it looks the part and works well.
Half way through one of the drive tyres gave way so off we went to chase a rare tractor tread size. I got them after some chasing and
then modified the front jockey wheel. It was a rigid 4” jockey wheel which was modified to an 8” swivel wheel and now she steers well
and it saw service for two days moving soil from the trailer shed to behind my car shed which is some 300 m away.
The cladding is all WRC along with yellow Cedar and look a treat. Once it is all stained it will look very much in place.
The clasding is like a screening with a 10mm gap in between each board. The gap allows really good ventilation for all goods in the
shed while still allowing it to stay dry.
We are still working on the new chook house with the fencing being a struggle.
Greg Holden
President

Competition Report
The HSRCA Tasman Meeting on December 1-2nd was the last competition
meeting of the year for Sprites & Midgets. It was well attended by SCCA
members with Damien Meyer, Simon Meyer, Andrew Sibesfi, Nick Sibesfi, Brian
Weston, Rick Forster, Greg Prunster, Warren Holz competing and Barry
Cockayne, David Healy, Graham Wells & Bob Olde working as officials. Bob
Rowntree was in the pits looking after all his little charges.
Saturday was hot with a bit of breeze. In Group S qualifying Damien Meyer
was fastest in 7th with Andrew Sebesfi 13th & Simon Meyer 14th in a total field of
40 cars. In the short 5 lap sprint race Damien finished 5th behind a quartet of Sc
Porsches. Warren Holz was 2nd in Regularity.
Sunday weather was foul. Very hot with winds gusting to almost gale force.
The feature event was a 22 lap Group S Enduro. Damien Meyer stripped first
gear off the start so that was the end of his race. The rest of the Spridgets
showed their capabilities to a strong field. Andrew Sebesfi finished 3rd, Simon
Meyer 4th, Brian Weston 13th, Greg Prunster 22nd and Rick Forster a miss-firing
23rd with a sick coil. Nick Sebesfi finished but was excluded for missing the pit
window. In Regularity Warren Holz again finished on the podium with 3rd place.
The race fields dwindled after lunch as people obviously got fed up with the
weather & started going home early. It was very unpleasant working track-side
in the hot wind.
Graham Wells

Andrew Sebresfi

Greg Prunster

HireExpress 2019 Beyond Bitumen Rally

The Event 2019 Beyond Bitumen Rally.

§The

Rally will commence in Yass NSW on the morning of Friday
29th March 2019.
§Over the next 4 days we will see plenty of rural NSW including historic
country towns and some great dirt roads that only the locals know about.
§The Rally will finish up in Cowra NSW on Monday afternoon 1st April
2019.
Hi every-one Paul Barbara & Myself will be going in the Beyond Bitumen Rally
this year in a 1963 Sprite, and we would like your support. Donations, we are
aiming for $1500 plus, can be made to,

https://beyondbitumenrally2019.everydayhero.com/au/paul-rodney
Thanks for your support, Rod Pringle & PaulBarbara

HireExpress 2019 Beyond Bitumen Rally

I have been planning to do a rally bash for several years, and have decided to do Beyond Bitumen. I
approached Paul Barbara and asked if we could build a car before I even Paul said we should do it. We are
building a Sprite from the ground up, we will be doing the rally with no roof on the car, rain, hail, or shine.
Our car will be Number 63, and painted British Racing Green.
Over the years I have known several people who have suffered from depression, there are still people who
that still do. Depression is something many people suffer from and when you get into depression it is very
hard to get out of the deep dark hole you get into. I have had close friends who have committed suicide, I
have friends who still suffer from depression.
My son Harley when he was in High School, one of his class mates committed suicide, she seemed ok on the
outside, but was suffering Depression. Depression can affect anybody, it does not discriminate. I have
suffered from depression and was not always the jovial person I am now. I have spoken to several people
and they have suffered from depression, it is an ongoing battle. Will it ever end, maybe, with support from
people like you there may be a solution, we will see in the years to come.
I would like to have support from our club members, remember every dollar counts Paul’s & my link is
below, and you can donate to this,

https://beyondbitumenrally2019.everydayhero.com/au/paul-rodney
Remember every dollar counts
Rod Pringle
0448009223

-

Show us your shed…
Shedding some light on his
space this month is Al Bryon!

My 1962 TRIUMPH TR4. Has been well used by me over the past forty years.
Next is our much loved Bug Eye Sprite, a recent restoration and it is fun to drive.
Then there is our 1974 Triumph Stag that we have owned for the past twenty three
years, a very comfortable and usually reliable Touring Car (except for Grafton half
way rally, a cracked Distributer cap was the
culprit)
Last but not least is the Mother of all Sprites, my 1952 Austin A30 that I have been
successfully ringing it’s neck for the past twelve years at Historics and now at GEAR.
We have owned this car for about forty years and our Kids learnt to drive in it and
our girls used it to commute from Taree to Newcastle during their University Years.
Since restoring the Bug Eye I have had an annoying oil leak (I hate oil leaks) from the
rear of the engine which necessitates the engine to be removed to fix and I didn’t
want to remove the Sprite Bonnet, SO necessity being the mother of invention I
made a little crane adaptor to fit my engine stand that works extremely well and as
you can see from the pix it is a pretty simple conversion, it only needs to lift the
Sprite engine a foot to be able to slide the engine out.
Further round is my black board for drawing those important details next is the parts
wash beside my lathe that I have had many a turn on.
I spend a lot of time in my shed fixing and making for Club members, neighbours, old
fishermen and sometimes myself. And that’s a quick look around MY SHED.

ASPRITELYTRIP AROUND AUSTRALIA
Russ Baldwin
I’ve owned Sprites since 1970 and have loved every minute of using them in all kinds of motorsport, but I’ve
always wanted to do a lap around Australia in a Sprite. So after running the idea past agood mate (Bob Blayden,
owner of aSebringreplica) andwith 2018being the 60th anniversary of themake,we decided the time was right.
I had just bought my Bugeye back from a friend so that became the vehic le of choice. After doing some servic ing
and preparations Boband I set off in a clockwise dir ection from Newcastle on the 10th of April to follow Highway 1
with acar full (in Spriteterms) of luggageandspares.
The first day to CannRiver was fine but then it rained on and off until we hit Perth (the Bugeye only has a soft-top
and I’m usually reluctant to use it). Travelling up the west coast andacross the top end, then down the eastcoast,
we would leave just after sunrise to make the most of thecooler morning conditions and leave the roof up to get
some shade.

While tripping around Australia we got a sense of the great legacy Donald Healey and the British Motor
Corporation has left us, because just about every time we would pull up people would come along, take photos
and ask about the car. Kids would usually think it was out of acomic book (or was ablue version of The Wiggles
car!), the 20 to 40year-olds couldn’t believe it didn’t have a boot or door handles – or know how to start it – and
40-plus brigade could remember someone having one or wanting one in their heyday.We met a lot of lovely and
interesting people from all walks of life, all of them with some great stories. So, in short, the little Bugeye more
than doubledthe amountof enjoyment we hadon thetrip.

Running repairs were covered mostly by spares we had on board, like points, the rotor button and a head gasket
that we needed to change just north of Perth. A kind mechanic let us swap the head gasket in his workshop and
three and a half hours later we were off and running again. We also found the extra weight over the back wheels
was causing the suspensionto bottom out.
British Classic Spares on the Sunshine Coastsent us some new rear springs, but unfortunately Australia Post let us
down, so we moved the heavier luggage forward and fitted some soft rubber grommets to soften the last bit of
travel in the suspension. We also had a battery chuck it in, conveniently at Britis h Classic Spares when I went to
thank them for their efforts ontrying to get us the springs.
So if anyone’s thinking of doing a long trip lik e it, if you take an old car it really makes the whole experience that
much ric her – whether it’s the interested people you meet or the challenges along the way, it’s something you’ll
never forget.
Thetrip took 6weeks and 18,000 kms.Abig trip for alittle car.

The two hardy Spriters, Bob Blayden and Russ Baldwin.
Very well done lads and 3 cheers for the little blue car.

Hi all, you might recall that my youngest son Zach, created a beautiful trophy for All British Day last
year. He loves cars, and at the moment he is into building models, customising his Hot Wheels cars
and with the addition of a 3d printer I gave him for Christmas, he is making his own parts and even
designing cars to print. So as an encouragement to stay away from the computer games, I’ve
dedicated this page to his projects. I have given him the ultimate challenge - to 3d design and print
me a Bugeye. He has yet to start on this one and we will update you on the progress. Here is the
first car he designed from scratch and printed. First models – next car parts !

The Design

The printed product

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
8 TH January, 2019
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.30pm
Present: Committee members: Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Barry Cockayne, Paul
Barbara, Carol Dodds, Ross Reichardt, Steve Rivett, Kerry Smith, Avis Fowler.
Members: Harley Pringle.
Apologies: Greg Holden, Les Payne, David Baigent, Colin Dodds.
In the absence of the President, Vice-President, Barry Cockayne, took the chair.
All present agreed.
Barry Cockayne welcomed new committee member, Steve Rivett, to the
committee & the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Minutes of the previous meeting were presented by
Graham Wells. Moved accepted Rod Pringle, Paul Barbara. Carried.
Business Arising:Carol Dodds reported that she has been in contact with Anne
Smith & she has agreed to share the Social Secretary position with Carol.
Treasurer’s Report: Les Payne reported by Email.
General Account:
Opening balance
Deposits
Payments

$5,320.51
$5,932.00

Fair Trading
Insurance

$46.00
$582.56

G.Wells, AGM catering

$123.15

S.T. postage

$82.60

L.Holden AGM catering

$519.35

Closing balance 31/12

$9,898.85

Savings Account:
Opening balance

$45,924.76

Interest

$15.10

Closing balance 31/12

$45,939.86

Business Transaction Account:
Opening balance

$8,310.84

Deposit:
Payments:

nil
Bank Fees

$10.00

S.S. Timing

$979.00

Closing balance

31/12

$7,321.84

Debit Account
Opening balance
Deposits:

$87.45
nil

Payments:

nil

Closing balance

31/12

Total Cash in Bank

$87.45
$63,248.00

Moved accepted Carol Dodds, seconded Rod Pringle. Carried
Secretary’s Report: Graham Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
-Email reports David Baigent & Les Payne.
- Magazines: Mascot
Outgoing;
-CMC affiliation.
Coming Events:
Rod Pringle suggested we continue Harry’s Café for February. All agreed.
Rod Pringle advised Gerringong MotorFest asked for a number attending. Rod
suggested we say 10 & all agreed.
Graham Wells advised social & competition events for 2019 to date are:
-Tuesday, January 15th Harry’s Café, Smithfield
-Friday, January 18th Fish & Chip run to Kiama
-Saturday, January 19th Fish & Chip run to Woy Woy.
-Sunday, January 26th CARnivale at Parramatta Park.
-Saturday, February 2nd FOSC , Wakefield Park.
-Friday, February 15th Drive to Greenwell Point
-Saturday 16th February Gerringong Motor Fest.
-February 19th Harry’s Café, Smithfield
-Saturday, March 2nd CLA Supersprint, Wakefield Park.
-April 14th SCCA Supersprint at SMSP
-Sunday, May 19th National Motoring Heritage Day.
-Saturday, May 25th JDCA Supersprint
- June 8th & 9th HSRCA at SMSP.
-Saturday, June 29th AHOC Supersprint, Wakefield Park.
-Saturday, August 17th MOCA Supersprint SMSP
-Sunday, August 18th Shannons Day.
-Saturday, September 14th MGCC Supersprint.
-Sunday, September 15th Display Day.
-Sunday, November 10th TSOA Supersprint
-Sunday, November 24th Annual General Meeting.
-November 31st/December 1st HSRCA Tasman Meeting.

CAMS/CMC: Barry Cockayne reported. CAMS office just re-opened this week. Next meeting is in
February. Head restraints for speed events from 1/1/20.
CSCA/Competition. David Baigent reported by Email.
-Will write something about proposed “Come & Try” day in coming weeks.
-First FOSC event for 2019 is February 2nd.
-Next CSCA event is Club Lotus on March 2nd at Wakefield Park.
-The SCCA supersprint preparation is all in hand at present.
Avis Fowler noted that there is a big Group S race supporting the Bathurst 12 hour race on February 2nd .
Suggested we put out a Chimp Mail advising members if they wish to drive up in support.
Regalia: Avis Fowler reported.
-Avis showed some clear number plate covers for H plates with club logo. All agreed interest & Avis will
follow-up.
-Avis will look at options for collared T shirts with Sprite logo.
Sprite Torque: We need reports & articles for the February edition.
Facebook: Harley Pringle reported little activity over Christmas.
Membership: Ross Reichardt reported we have 352 members. Six new applications: Victor Sultana who has
a 1970 Ford Ranchero.
Brett Herford who has a 1961 Sprite. Madox Foster who has
a 1964 Sprite.
Renee Farrugia who has a 1986 Commodore. Simon Farrugia
(family member with Renee) Cathie Pierce who has a 1964
Mustang.
Rod Pringle proposed all be accepted, seconded Kerry Smith. Carried.
Casual Vacancies:
-Social Secretary. Carol Dodds advised she & Anne Smith are willing to share the position.
-Regalia. Avis Fowler has confirmed she will accept position.
Graham Wells moved these be confirmed, seconded Rod Pringle, Carried.
General Business:
-Carol Dodds advised the Vicar of Wakefield is not finished & the function centre should be open in
February. A date in July is suggested for the proposed Conditional Registration Car Display. The subsidised
cost was discussed & amount will depend on costings to be obtained.
-Avis Fowler suggested the County Club at Pitt Town as an alternative. Carol & Avis will check this out.
-Rod Pringle talked about the Beyond Bitumen event in March/April. Rod will write something for Sprite
Torque and we will put a link in for sponsorship.
-Carol Dodds asked about methods for linking direct deposits to events. Moved Barry Cockayne, seconded
Rod Pringle that Carol discuss the idea with Les Payne.
Meeting closed at 8.37 pm.
Next meeting: February 12th, 2019 in the Executive Meeting Room at Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell
& Macquarie Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m.

60 years of Sprite Plates
Hi All,
I do not know if you are interested in these commertative number plates.
If you are, please let me know.
Postage is $9 per plate or he can fit 2 plates in the one envelope for $9 making it
$4.50 per plate.
If there is enough people interested he can fit 12 plates into a bigger envelope
for $15 making postage $1.25 per plate.
Or you can deal direct with John yourselves, who was a member of the
Victorian Sprite Club.
Feel free to pass the info around.
The first run John did of 20 plates in each colour were snapped by overseas
buyers.
Cheers,
Ron Farlow

1958 - 2018

ars
Yeof Austin Healey

1958 - 2018

Bug Eye Sprite

ars
Yeof Austin Healey

Gregory Strange Motor Mechanic
Sydney home of Sprite’s and Big Healeys’
Sympathetic servicing and repairs to most
English and Classic Sports Cars.
We also look after your daily drives.
All employees are SPRITE CLUB members
Associated with the Sprite Club since the 1970’s
117 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, 2008
Phone 93192299 0412 811 958

Bug Eye Sprite

Coming Events
•

-Saturday, February 2nd FOSC , Wakefield Park.

•

-Friday, February 15th Drive to Greenwell Point

•

-Saturday 16th February Gerringong Motor Fest.

•

-February 19th Harry’s Café, Smithfield

•

-Saturday, March 2nd CLA Supersprint, Wakefield Park.

•

-April 14th SCCA Supersprint at SMSP

•

-Sunday, May 19th National Motoring Heritage Day.

•

-Saturday, May 25th JDCA Supersprint

•

- June 8th & 9th HSRCA at SMSP.

•

-Saturday, June 29th AHOC Supersprint, Wakefield Park.

•

-Saturday, August 17th MOCA Supersprint SMSP

•

-Sunday, August 18th Shannons Day.

•

-Saturday, September 14th MGCC Supersprint.

•

-Sunday, September 15th Display Day.

•

-Sunday, November 10th TSOA Supersprint

•

-Sunday, November 24th Annual General Meeting.

•

-November 31st/December 1st HSRCA Tasman Meeting.

