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A happy green Frogeye’ spotted at Macca’s on its way to Christmas In July. Photo: Warren Lawlor

Marque Mentors:
Mk1 Sprite
Bert Langford
Colin Dodds
Mk2 Sprite
Neil Scott
Mk3 Sprite
Greg Strange
Keven Sly
1500 Midget
Greg Coonan

(02) 9982 2293
0414 789 263
0409 326 021
(02) 9909 8607
(02) 9604 2010
(02) 4257 1307

All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to:
S.C.C.A.
P.O. Box 696
Kingswood NSW 2747
Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com
(Magazine contributions close 20th of each month)
General meetings are held at:
Start time: 7.30pm - Bistro Area)
(2nd Tuesday of each month)

Parramatta RSL
2 Macquarie Street
Parramatta NSW 2150

SCCA Web Site: www.spriteclub.com
SCCA Email list: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-aus/
A Membership Application is available at: www.spriteclub.com/general.html
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PLEASE NOTE: These are all honorary positions undertaken by private individuals in their
spare time. Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to call you
back at a time more convenient to themselves.
The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of
articles, correspondence, opinion or advertisements contained herein.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This is “show time”. We have a number of car shows coming up, and August sees both Shannons Eastern Creek and the all British Day at The Kings School.
So get out the polish and rags and get the chrome as shiny as you can.
Greg Strange is running our Concourse which is only a few months away (being scheduled for the 10th
October, starting at 10.10am.
Think about it. At 10/10/10 at 10 past 10 on Sunday morning, the numerologists will say:
that this is 50, which is how many years we have been on earth!
The first issue of Zoom is featured on the front cover of the June magazine. In June 1960 a bunch of
sports car enthusiasts got together to have fun in their Sprites and the rest is 50 years of history.
In the 70’s, The Challenge was born, and the competing State’s clubs would get together and have fun.
These days we enjoy the Challenge every two years hosted in rotation by the States. For our 50th year, I
said that we would hold the event. 2012 will see the Mexicans host the event.
We also now enjoy a bi-annual trip to the New England region where we meet up with the Queenslanders
on the June long weekend. I organized the 2009 run and we had a great time. Nev Mansfield was staggered that I managed to get all the Queenslanders onto dirt roads. Nev had apparently organized a run
that involved the dirty stuff and they would not do it.
So, our calendar is starting to fill up.
We have runs and in July, August, September and October.
July 4 will see us in the Southern Highlands for our 50th Birthday Celebrations, this is a very well attended event and I would suggest that you get in fast if you want some seats.
August will us host our round of the Supersprint series and while we are getting things organized we are
desperately looking for volunteers. Eastern Creek is the venue and that means more flaggies for the running. It also means that we could expect more entries from our Club members, which leads me to other
areas related to the event.
If you want to compete, get your entry in early and we could have
a whole lot of fun.
I know of several people who are building cars at present and
August may see their un-veiling.
Back to the Concourse. Greg Strange and, I would say, Dianne,
are organising the event, and as mentioned earlier it is on
10/10/10 at 10-10. You will see some judging criteria published
soon in this magazine which will help you get your car ready for
this event. We are in the final stages of organising a location and
Greg is getting quite excited about this.
So if you are looking to entering the Concourse, you have about
three months to get your pride and joy tidied up, finished, and/or
started, to put it on show.
The old message is still being pushed:
WE NEED A SOCIAL CO-ORDINATOR
Cheers for now,
Greg Holden,
President SCCA
July 2010 Sprite Torque
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EDITORIAL
As luck had it, it was a beautiful fine clear and not so cold day when 54 members and friends plus 4 children attended the 50th Anniversary Luncheon/Christmas in July at Dormie House Bowral. The Convoy
with a goodly turn up of Spridgets, one Bridget, and a couple of SUV,s and sedans left MacDonalds at
Narellan just after the appointed hour and arrived a tad late for serving of the luncheon. Presentation of
the food was excellent, however, the turkey had suffered a little from the delay, so you can blame the organiser for under-estimating the time to get the convoy there on time. The momento distributed was a
very nice lapel pin based upon the Club's Logo, much admired by all who received them.
On the competition front, some members (other than myself) attended the Morgan Owners' Club of Australia's CSCA Round 4 Supersprint at Wakefield Park, and some stayed joined by others including myself
as a day tripper for the MSA ASAA 2010 All British Race Meeting. You can see the results in the Competition Report elsewhere in this issue.
On an entirely different note, I have finally decided to retire my old Landcruiser which at 22 years of age
now consumes far too much fuel (averaging 20L/100km) of the sort that is being taken out of supply, that
is, standard ULP 92 RON, and since it doesn't like E10 ULP RON 91 at all, has become somewhat more
expensive to run on 95 ULP at some 6c/L dearer. So having in mind a somewhat more economical and
comfortable wagon, not neccessarily a heavy SUV, I was looking at a new Holden Calais Sportwagon V6
Auto suitable for towing the race car and trailer and hefting the tools and spares to go with it.
As luck had it, I happened upon the first dealership on the first day of the Holden 4-Day EOFY Sale to see
an ex GMH executive's demo CalaisV Sportwagon 6.0L V8 AFM, just run-in with 8611km on the clock for
$44,990 including metallic paint (Silver Nitrate), a $500 cashback, and with delivery, service, Rego, and
CTP included in the Sale. The Calais V6 was quoted as just on the rrp of $50,000 drive away, so I was
faced with the difficult choice of that, or the V8 with a slightly higher fuel consumption (13.4 vs 10.8
L/100km), but with all the fruit included! Without much haggling to throw in a 2.1 tonne tow package and a
boot liner, and adding the paint and interior protection treatment guaranteed for 9 years, it came to
$47,000 after Rego Transfer and Stamp Duty. Wasn’t that difficult a choice, after all!
One can buy a lot of fuel for the approx $6000 difference including the extras! Interestingly, the V8, even
when towing the trailer is quite often dropping into 4 cylinder mode, and at the low revs even when in 8
cylinder mode, is not much worse in economy than a V6 working somewhat harder, especially when on
cruise control. Hills do not exist! Speed does not vary; gear changes are almost imperceptable as are the
AFM cylinder changes, and it uses any fuel from E10 ULP Ron 91 up to Ultimate ULP Ron 98. I have yet
to prove that premium ULP Ron 95 is actually more economical to use as many have purported. And it is
so quiet that my tinitus is louder... well until one puts one’s foot down, and then it sucks juice like you
won't believe! But, then, so did the Landcruiser, nearly all the time! The comprehensive insurance premium to me for an agreed replacement value of $75,000 is only $235pa more than the old Landcruiser.
Can't quite believe that I was so lucky to come across this bargain. I felt like a bit of Bazil Best had rubbed
off onto me. I'll let you know how it goes on the trip to Warwick and
back.
Anybody who may like the old Landcruiser, as is, fitted out for touring beyond the black stump, still with a good engine and recon
gearbox/transfercase, can give me a ring and we can dicker?
Happy Spridgeting,
Ric
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NOTICES
Tasmanian Trip in 2010
Hi from Queensland,
Our Club is organising a trip to Tasmania in September 2010. At this stage we have about 8 cars going.
We leave Brisbane Saturday 18th Sept, and will be on the ferry from Melbourne on Monday 20th.
We return on the ferry on Thursday 30th September.
Could you please extend an invitation to any of your Club members to join us on this adventure.
We expect the cost to be about $2800 per couple.
Please ask your members to phone or email for more details.
Yours Spritely,
Alex Robertson,
SCCQ President.
Phone 0420 858 386

ERRATA
Last month’s advertisement for Volunteers for the SCCA Supersprint Venue should have
been at Eastern Creek, not Wakefield Park. My apols—Ed

NEW MEMBERS
No new members this month
To the new members, welcome, and hopefully you will get as much out of the Club as you put in.
(Note this Editor’s subtle hint to solicit more articles). ;-)
Articles are preferred to be submitted in plain text or MS Word2003.doc format, and photos, either as 150
x 100 mm prints which I can scan and return to you, or as JPEG files of 150 dpi, or between 448 x 336
pixels up to1024 x 768 pixels, or a file size from 250KB up to 1.5MB max. Of course, later versions of MS
Word can be read, and higher resolutions can be handled, but these conversions all take time.
Editor’s Note: Please be aware that this Editor reserves the right to adjust the scope and formatting of correspondence and articles submitted for publication for the sake of brevity, space, and readability, and correct obvious spelling and grammatical inconsistencies, punctuation, and construction without, hopefully,
altering or detracting from the intent of the writer of the submissions. Mostly, MS Word does it for him! Ed

ATTENTION: Members are advised that due to the time taken to compile and publish the
magazine, and the subsequent delays with mounting it upon the web and the printing and
posting of the hard copy, that they should frequently log onto the Club’s website at
<www.spriteclub.com> and check the Events and Members Only areas, and the 2012
Sprite National Challenge website <www.spritechallenge.com> for the latest news and details of the coming events.
Sprite Torque ADVERTISING RATES
Attention, can your business prosper by advertising in Sprite Torque?
If so, then the following rates now apply.
Half page Black and White only $195.00 per annum
Full page Black and White only $300.00 per annum
As well as an advertisement in the printed magazine, you also will receive the same size advert,
as supplied, in colour in our electronic magazine as well as on our website.
July 2010 Sprite Torque
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CORRESPONDENCE
Ric Forster
Editor, Sprite Torque
editor@spriteclub.com
Dear Ric
I am motivated to write having read the June 2010 edition of ‘Sprite Torque’ and drawing from the opening articles
an inference that further contribution to the magazine is welcomed (in particular, the ‘correspondence’ section!).
Our Presidents’ Message makes mention of the relatively poor turn out at the ‘Sky Walk’ run, and concludes in bold
font with a scream-out for a social coordinator. I ask rhetorically; are these appropriate underlying traits of a club
that proudly boasts a celebration of 50 years in existence, making it the oldest Sprite car club in the world?
We all acknowledge that not everyone can make all organised events all the time, but a membership of some 200
plus reflects an avid interest that should be attracting more than 5 cars to a scheduled event.
Lets all agree as a membership to once again get this great club moving with better turn outs for future events.
But a concluding thought for the Committee to assist in reviving interest, and one also I trust will solicit some views
from the membership: - by handing celebratory pins for the celebration of the 50 years solely to those in attendance
at the ‘Xmas in July’ event is not conducive to the “Mateship, camaraderie and spirit for competition” referred to in
the 50 year article. It’s simply unfair to those long serving members (some of whom have served on the Committee)
who couldn’t make it on the day due to other commitments.
I urge a rethink on these relatively trivial and low cost/high gain initiatives; I believe it will go a long way to curing low
attendance at club events.
I would like to see the pins disseminated to all members, and look forward to proudly wearing mine!
Yours Sincerely
Neil Scott
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NOTICES
CSCA/SCCA Supersprint Round 6
Sydney and NSW members, we need your help urgently.
On Saturday the 28th August the Club is running a Super-Sprint at Eastern Creek Raceway.
We need lots of officials and helpers on the day (we are required to man 9 flag points).
By the way, no experience is necessary, and we will show you what is needed to be done at
a briefing before the event.
Additionally the renowned SCCA Officials free lunch and drinks will be supplied and water,
will, as usual, be available all day.
If you are competing yourself, how about bringing along the rest of the crew from home to
help on the day.
You can do a morning session, an afternoon session, or all day.
If you can assist please phone Greg Holden 0418 286 831, or email me at
gregh@swantimber.com.au
Your Club will be eternally grateful, thankful and even mention you in dispatches.

Greg Holden

Shannons Display Day
CMC advise that this year will be even bigger & better with over 1600 cars entered. Get your free
“goody” bag, have run around Eastern Creek, in a double-decker bus if a Sprite is not fun enough, enjoy
a day out looking at classic cars.
When :

Sunday August 23rd.

Where:

Eastern Creek Raceway.
Meet at Prospect Hotel, Great Western Highway
at 8:00 am for 8:15 am departure.

Tickets:

$12 per car.
Contact Graham Wells on 96541344 or secretary@spriteclub.com to reserve your ticket.
Only 20 available on first in first served basis.

All British Display Day
When:

Sunday August 29th.

Where:

The Kings School, Pennant Hills Road, Nth. Parramatta
Enter via Mason Drive.
Meet at McDonalds, cnr. Church & Victoria Roads,
Parramatta at 8:00 am for 8:15 am departure.

Tickets:

$5 per car.
Contact Graham Wells on 96541344 or secretary@spriteclub.com to reserve a ticket.
I have booked 12 only because that is all that came last year.

July 2010 Sprite Torque
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NOTICES, cont.

2010 Alpine Classic
25th & 26th September

Join fellow motoring enthusiasts
and discover Classic Rallying

Get your classic out of the shed and join fellow motoring enthusiasts on the two day 2010 Alpine Classic Rally. Running
for the twelfth year, the Alpine is the only timed navigational event in NSW and is considered one of the premier events
on the Classic Rally Club’s calendar. Set in the beautiful Central West of New South Wales, crews will have the
opportunity to drive on some of the best roads this state has to offer.
Three categories of navigation will cater for all levels of skill. Those with experience and seeking a serious challenge will
opt for Masters, whilst crews requiring a little more guidance will go for the Apprentices. For anyone just wanting a
fabulous drive in the spring countryside without the challenge of navigation, the Tour category is ideal.
The Alpine will start in Lithgow, at the foot of the Blue Mountains. The event will travel a circuitous route to the
overnight stop in Orange, where competitors will have the opportunity to spend a relaxed evening with their newfound
rally friends. Two motorkhanas, held over the lunch break will give those with a lead foot the chance to have some fun!
After a good night’s rest, it’s on the road again for another day of Classic Rallying. It will then be on to the traditional pub
finish near Lithgow.
The event is open to pre-1980 cars of any marque. Other cars will be considered on submission to the Event Secretary.
Included in the cost of $429 for a crew of two will be breakfast at the start in Lithgow, two lunches, a sumptuous evening
meal in Orange, motel accommodation and breakfast. Your rally pack will contain all maps needed for the event,
windscreen banner and car number, rally romer (for new entrants), Alpine Classic caps and cloth badges. Alpine Classic
polo shirts will also be available for purchase at a cost of $30.
Cost for additional crew members or passengers is $160 each.
The event will be strictly limited to 85 entrants, so get your name in early!
Entries close on Friday 27 August 2010.
Clerk of Course
John Henderson
02 9499 8141 0408 118427
Event Secretary
Lui MacLennan
02 9460 6909 0418 645623
Fax
02 9926 8880
E-mail
alpineclassic@hotmail.com
If you only enter one event a year, then the 2010 Alpine Classic is the one for you. The Classic Rally Club has made the
Alpine Classic a prestigious annual event and with your support it will be even better. Be part of the event and help make
it happen again in 2010!
For an entry form or more information about Classic Rallying, visit www.classicrallyclub.com.au
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ARTICLE
From our intrepid travelling Treasurer OS — Part 2.

Rules of the Road!
I have been in China a week now and think i know pretty
much what there is to know about driving in China.
Motor cycle police travel in pairs, Honda 100cc and they pillion each other.
If your police motor cycle breaks down have a another motorcycle policeman tow it with a piece of rope with another
mate riding behind with flashing lights.
The double yellow lines are to be used to overtake preferably
if someone is coming the other way.
If riding an electric cycle (1 million of them here; max speed 35klm/hr) on the highway, ride in the middle
of the fast lane facing the traffic.
If you have a wheel chair, it is quite acceptable to be in fast lane travelling towards the traffic, otherwise
you would not see them.
When you turn 18 you can ride an electric cycle. They cost from 1200rmb to 3500 rmb (1 Aussie dollar=
6rmb). 35klm top speed, distance before recharge 35-40k. Cyclists don’t wear helmets but may hold umbrella to keep sun off.
Electric cycles are really good, generally lights don’t work, even at night. You don’t look at traffic when you
come into an intersection unless a horn blows from an irate motorist. Push bike riders and cyclists have
their own lane, but many use the highway and the cars might use the cycle lane if they wish to beat the
car in front, blowing the horn for the cyclists to move over, who won’t . Electric cycles are used to get to
work or move the family, 1 child on handle bars supported by driver, with wife on back nursing the baby.
Cycles and motor cycles don’t stop for red arrows, they just go if no horn blows no one coming, if horn
blows they know you are there so they will go round you, just motor on.
Car drivers generally travel on the lane dividing line so they can move to the left or right lane. When you
decide which lane you want, don’t look, you just turn if someone is there they will blow the horn. Don’t
slow, just bluff swerve back and forth until one of you ends up in front.
Fire hydrants on the side of the highway beside the police station are for washing your car, ok to block the
cycle lane, the cycles will go out into the path of the cars to get around you.
Pedestrians, don’t use crossings, if they did the rules are the same any way, you just walk don’t look if no
one blows the horn they aren’t there. If they blow the horn ignore it because the car will swerve around
you.
Light work trucks, generally made from a 90cc Honda with a box trailer welded in place of back wheel.
Will carry 3.5 families or 5 ton of miscellaneous stuff.
Anyone wishing to improve their times on the race track should come to learn how to get through the traffic. Learn to block without blocking. When turning left or right at an intersection, take a short cut just to
beat the guy in front. To really get the best education become a taxi driver, 2 speeds fast and faster,
faster only works while the hand is on the horn. Don’t need brakes horn works more successfully.
When the lights change, if you wish to turn across the front of the oncoming traffic just do it, don’t even be
in a hurry, they will blow their horn, speed up and swerve to miss at the last minute, then the guy they
swerved toward will swerve and blow the horn, don’t use brakes horn works better. While this is on, there
are 20 cycles doing the same.
When there is maintenance to be carried out in the middle of a lane of traffic just make sure there are 4 or
5 of you and all wearing orange vests, no traffic diversion set up.
I worried a bit when in traffic until i understood the rules.
Les Payne
July 2010 Sprite Torque
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COMING SOCIAL EVENTS/CALENDAR 2010
MONTH

DAY/DATE

EVENT

JULY

Sun 18th

Brass Monkey Run (Breakfast Run) to Goulburn Services Club.
Start: Bunnings Warehouse Casula (near the Crossroads Hotel)
Depart 6.00am SHARP
Cost: Adults $16.00 Child (4-12 yrs) $10.00
Avis will get some tickets from Terry Bancroft who organizes the Brass
Monkey Run on behalf of the Austin Healey Owner’s Club and have them
for available for members. If people would like to ring Avis Fowler ASAP
and send money payable to the AHOC Inc to the SCCA, PO Box 696
Kingswood 2747.

Thu 22nd

Visit Futureworld. Located on Lake Illawarra and is a hands-on exhibition centre of
eco ideas. Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00)
Lunch at Shell Harbour

Fri 13th

Mexican Lunch in Kiama.
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00) Contact:

Sun 15th

Eastern Suburbs Run for City dwellers to Watson’s Bay; Start TBA

Sun 29th

The All British Day at King’s School, Parramatta.

TBC

Weekend visit to Floriade, Canberra.
Contact: Paul Barbara 02 9727 6549
Cheque marked on back “Floriade/Sep” to SCCA PO Box 696 Kingswood
2747.
Motorlife Museum — lunch in Mt Kembla.
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00) Contact:
Keith Smith
SCCA Concourse. Venue TBA.
Contact: Greg Strange (02) 9909 8607

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Fri 24th
OCTOBER

Sun 10th
Fri 22nd

NOVEMBER

Fri 24th

DECEMBER

TBC

A Pre-Concourse inspection will be held at the Bay.
Contact Annie Lawlor on m: 0416 020 466 or Warren Lawlor on m: 0421 783 985

Mt Annan Botanic Gardens.
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00) Contact:
Keith Smith
Nan Tien Temple.
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00) Contact:
Keith Smith
Club’s AGM and Christmas Party.

TBC: Event date and details “To Be Confirmed”.
Until a Social Secretary is appointed, the Club would appreciate volunteers to undertake organisation of a Sprite Run,
hopefully to new and interesting places that they have found that may interest other members.
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COMING COMPETITION EVENTS/CALENDAR 2010
MONTH

DATE

PROMOTER

VENUE

EVENT

JULY

11

NSWHCC/TSCC

Oakburn Park, Tamworth

Hillclimb Rnd 6

24-25

HRCC Annual Historic Qld Meeting

Morgan Park, Qld

All Historic

1

NSWHCC/MGN

Ringwood, Raymond
Trce

Hillclimb Rnd 7

7-8

FoSC Winter Invitation

Wakefield Park

Historic Sports

10

Second GEAR

Wakefield Park

Historic

11

GEAR

Wakefield Park

Historic

14-15

VHRR Aust Historic Motor Festival

Winton Long, Vic

Historic

21

CSCA/Morgan Owners’ Club of Aust

Eastern Creek

Supersprint R5

28

CSCA/Sprite Car Club of Aust (SCCA)

Eastern Creek

Supersprint R6

18-19

HSRCA Historic Meeting

Wakefield Park

All Historic

18-19

Speed on Tweed

Taree

Historic

1-4

CAMS CARnival

Echuca-Moama

Carnival

5

Second GEAR

Wakefield Park

Historic

16

NSWHCC/MGN

King Edward Pk, Newcastle

Hillclimb Rnd 7

16-17

AHCC/SASCC

Collingrove, SA

Hillclimb Chmpnshp

16-17

HRCC Historic QLD “No Frills” Meet

Lakeside, Qld

Historic

16

CSCA/ Triumph Sports Owners’ Assoc

Wakefield Park

Training Day

17

CSCA/ Triumph Sports Owners’ Assoc

Wakefield Park

Supersprint R7

VHRR Historic Sandown

Sandown, Vic

All Historic

HSRCA Historic Tasman Meeting

Eastern Creek

All Historic

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

6-7
25-28

Please check the promoters’ websites for the latest up-to-date information
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COMPETITION REPORT June 2010
MRA AASA Mini Series R3 -- All British Meeting -- 27th June 2010.
Some members (other than myself) attended the Morgan Owners' Club of Australia's CSCA Round 4
Supersprint at Wakefield Park on the Saturday, Bruce Miles (MGM), and John Millhouse (AHS) stayed,
joined by Barry Cockayne (AHS), Ric Forster (myself) (MGM), and Bob Rowntree (MGM) as day trippers
for the ASAA 2010 All British Race Meeting.
I wasn't all that impressed with the ASAA scrutineering thoroughness, however the meeting was well run
despite the ever increasing number of red flag incidents which shortened the number of laps per event
and deleting the last two events, the Tin Tops and the go-karts being mainly responsible for the delays.
In Qualifying, Simon Gardiner (AHOSC) in his Marque Sports MGM blitzed the field as usual with a
1:05.7799 , Bruce 12th with 1:16.1773, Bob 13th in the new car with 1:16.3833, myself 14th with
1:16.8554, John 15th with 1:18.7244, and Barry 17th with 1:20.3610.
In British Cars Race 1, Event R7, 6 laps, even though I stayed with him for a few laps, Bruce pulled out a
blinder on his last lap and jumped to 7th with a 1:14.8516, I got up to 11th with 1:16.9219, John 12th with
1:18.6677, and Barry 13th with 1:12.4042, and Bob DNF'd with a dead motor on the 4th lap with
1:19.6606.
In British Cars Race 2, Event R14, 6 laps, Simon still at the front with 1:05.3899, Bruce at 7th again with
1:14.6644, John 10th with 1:18.5716, Barry 11th with 1:18.5716, and myself DNF'd on my 5th lap with
dead ignition with a 1:15.5043 but my fastest ever time by 9 hundredths of a second, and Bob also DNF'd
again on his 3rd lap with a dead motor.
In the last Race, R22, All British Div 2, 6 laps, Simon, Barry, and Bob had packed up and were on their
way home, Bruce made it to 3rd with 1:15.4870, myself 7th with 1:16.5377, and John DNF'd after 4 laps
with a 1:17.3024, his fastest of the day.
All in all we had a good day, with only John Millhouse suffering a small dent in his rear quarter guard and
Bob to find the cause of his engine stoppage as soon as it got hot.
I had managed to modify and rebuild my rear semi-elliptic spring sets with an extra inverted leaf each to
stiffen the rear end in an attempt to reduce the chronic understeer before this All British meeting.
Well, the modifications worked well, in that the car turned into the corners more directly instead of needing
a tap on the brakes or a sharp lift-off of the throttle to make it turn in. Probably a bit too well since I was
starting to mount the inner ripple strip well before the apex, and the car becoming a little bit too twitchy
with oversteer if I planted the throttle too hastily on exiting the corner.
Being a bit wary of the changed handling I took it easy until the Sunday afternoon when I gave it a push
and managed a fantastic spin into the inside of the penultimate corner onto the back straight (T9) and as
soon as I hit the brakes, I reversed the spin and hurtled back across the track narrowly missing the Ford
Anglia that had been on my tail, and ran backwards up the embankment and stalled. That is when I found
out that the battery was too flat (caused by a broken alternator cable connector) to restart and suffered
the indignity of being towed back to the pits.
The results sheet, however, proved that the lap beforehand (L4) had bettered my previous best fastest lap
time by nearly a tenth of a second, and that, with very worn tyres with flat spots on them. So now, with the
car only rolling over to an angle within the front camber setting, I have decided to correct the slight
oversteer by increasing the front anti-roll bar stiffness and have ordered a non-stock slightly thicker one,
which should compensate, but if it turns out to be too much, I shall be back into understeer-land and
chasing my own tail again. But it IS handling much better than it used to!
Hopefully this new bar will be installed and the race car ready for the trip up to the HRCC Historic
Warwick Classic Car Festival Meeting at Morgan Park Qld at the end of this month. If it is too stiff, I guess
a bit of fast work with file and sand paper to thin out the bar may be in order, but otherwise back to the old
sway bar, and grind off a bit of the extra rear leaf spring, and then a set of new tyres may have to do.
Ric Forster
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COMPETITION REPORT June 2010, cont.

Above: a very impressive line-up of Triumphs attending
the All British Meeting at Wakefield Park.

Left: Barry Cockayne enjoying his place in the sun with
the Sunday papers during a break in racing.

Bottom: Bruce Miles having a look with Bob Rowntree
at Bob’s new Spridget race car that kept stopping in
each event. From left to right, Ric’s, Bob’s, Barry’s and
John Millhouse’s race cars in the carport at Wakefiled
Park.
Photos: Ric Forster
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FOUR SEASONS
A Bugeye resurrected.
“Damaged” the ad said. Damaged! He wasn’t kidding! The ad appeared one Saturday morning in 1990
and I decided to have a look. Of course by then I had
owned 2 Sprites (Mk3 and Mk4) and a Triumph GT6. I
had completely restored the Mk4 Sprite and it had won
its class in the concours, so I thought ‘how hard can it
be?’ I had a look at the Bugeye for sale and wasn’t put
off at all - although in hindsight, I should have been!
How hard can it be?? The car was a wreck! To start
with, someone else had completely dismantled it without any thought to reassembly. None of it had been
catalogued or labelled. Not only had the car been dismantled but all the assemblies had also been dismantled and the parts simply put in a box. Well, lots of
boxes actually!
Then there was the rust. It was in the sills, in the floors,
in the door pillars, rear of the rear guards, pretty well everywhere a Bugeye can rust this one had. Badly!
Added to that, the transmission tunnel had been cut out so there was a lovely big hole there instead. Apparently it had been cut out to allow a Ford Consul motor to be fitted at some stage! As least that’s what I
was told by the previous owner. The bonnet and rear of the car had been chopped up and heavily reworked so it didn’t even really look much like a Bugeye anymore. I really should have turned my back on
it but instead just felt sorry for it. After all, how hard could it really be? So, I bought it and started an adventure that would last 18 years.

Autumn
Autumn –a period of maturity passing into decline.
Apparently it’s normal for restoration projects to start with a flurry and then just dwindle away. That makes
mine pretty normal as the start wasn’t too bad. A MIG welding machine was purchased using the theory
that the cost savings of being able to do a lot of the structural repairs myself would pay for the machine. I
hadn’t used a MIG before although the two previous Sprites had taught me how to gas weld. So I figured
learning to use a MIG couldn’t be too hard either. It turned out to be a good decision as I’m sure the MIG
has more than paid for itself.
Along with the MIG machine I bought replacement panels for both outer sills, left hand inner sill, floor and
door pillars.
One of the first jobs was to fit the replacement tunnel which came with the car. As I said, the car was purchased without a transmission tunnel as the old one had been cut out with an oxy torch. The remaining
hole was not cleaned up at all so all the edges were still a rough oxy cut. I had to clean up the edges and
then work out how to fit the tunnel. Overall, the tunnel replacement went well. It more or less fitted straight
in and everything lined up very nicely!
Armed with the success of refitting the tunnel, a pile of fresh metal and a few bags of enthusiasm, I got
going with replacing the floors, sills and door pillars. The car was sitting on 2 hefty timber beams as I cut
out and replaced the structural elements – one at a time so as not to distort the structure. It was in this
phase that a lack of experience showed up. During the replacement of the transmission tunnel, I had
made up a new centre section of the cross member which runs across the car just in front of the seats as
it had been cut out when the tunnel was removed. The problem was, when it was time to replace the
floors I discovered that the outer ends of the cross member were rotten so I had to remove the entire
cross member – including the new centre piece I had made. Then, I discovered that as I had already replaced the two sills, getting the new cross member in place was quite a trick!

18
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FOUR SEASONS, cont.
As everyone who has done it will know,
replacing the floor and sills is major surgery
and takes quite a while to do. Actually, it felt
like it would never end! It’s too long ago to
remember now but that phase probably took
many months to complete. Eventually though I
had a good, solid and straight structure again.
So far; so good.
Somewhere in those early years, a friend
mentioned he had seen the rear of a Bugeye
advertised for sale. Remember mine had been
rather badly chopped around, so I needed the
rear skin to put it back to standard. It was in
central Victoria and my Mum and Dad were on
holiday in Melbourne. So a few quick phone
calls, to measure the back of a bugeye and the
boot of their car, had them travelling home a different route and with some rather sad (but usable) old
English steelwork for company! They probably thought it was rubbish but it was just what I need to put the
rear of the car right. I originally planned to fit this replacement piece to the car myself.
After getting the basic structure good again, both door pillars were repaired as they were rusty too. It was
about this time the project started to run out of steam. The original idea was to install a Datsun 1200
motor and gearbox into the Sprite and I even had some meetings with an automotive engineer about what
needed to be done. During this time I was measuring and planning that conversion and also planning to fit
the replacement rear panel work which was large job on its own.

Winter
Winter –a period of decline, decay, inactivity.
Bit by bit the enormity of the whole project started to weigh me down. Between that and being involved
with the normal activities of a young family, I just stopped work... for several years. I guess that was the
project’s winter when everything seemed to go into hibernation – even the car (wreck) as it was stored
under an old curtain out of sight!
The whole project very nearly came to a premature end as I tried to sell it. Luckily there was no one else
who was willing to take it on! So, I battled on. Well, for a few years I told people that I was soldiering on
but in reality, I wasn’t. The project just ground to a halt as life and other interests took priority and the
Bugeye was repeatedly put to the bottom of the list of things to do.
This phase was definitely the project winter. The sun got dim and the life of the project just seemed to go
underground.
I guess it must have been about year 10 or 12 that I made some good decisions. Firstly, I would get
someone to complete the exterior panel work and paint the car. Secondly, I would fit the Bugeye and not
the Datsun engine and gearbox. Both decisions were really influenced by the size of the whole project. I
had originally thought I could repair the damaged rear of the shell and also repaint it. If I had stuck to that
plan, I would be still working on it! All the structural work had taught me that what looks to be a couple of
weekends work will actually take 12 months or more to complete. So, I needed professional help to
complete the body work.
The decision about the engine was just as expedient. It seemed so much easier to rebuild the Sprite
engine and gearbox and slot them in, than it would be to engineer a completely different engine
conversion. I liked the idea of keeping the car more or less original too. So, with those 2 decisions made,
there was only one more major decision standing between the horrid thing in the garage and a nice, cute
Bugeye to go driving in.
July 2010 Sprite Torque
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FOUR SEASONS, cont.
Spring
Spring - the season when winter hibernation finishes and things start to grow again.
After deciding how to proceed with the
bodywork and engine there was one
more major decision needed to get the
project moving again. A simple decision.
The decision was just simply to put it up
the list and get on with it!
With the body shell now at a panel
shop, work on it was proceeding and I
would not get it back until it was
complete and painted. That gave me the
time to think about the engine. Normally,
that wouldn’t be hard. Get it cleaned
and machined. Buy the new bits and
assemble it. Easy, right? I actually got 2
engines with the car and both were
completely disassembled and thrown
into boxes. None of it was sorted or stored properly and who knows what bits belonged to each
engine. It was going to be a pretty decent job to sort it out and turn the pile of rubbish into one
running engine. And there was so much else to be done. What to do? Enter my Dad who is a
retired engineer and also likes cars. The conversation was short... “Dad, would you build the
Sprite engine for me?” “yes, sure”. That was it. A short conversation and I had found an engine
builder! What a relief it was to just know that both bodywork and now engine were proceeding
without my direct involvement. Now we were getting somewhere.
That left me to get on with the remaining parts. I broke it up into subassemblies and tried to work
on one at a time but in reality often had several different jobs on the go at once! The rear axle
was rebuilt without too much trouble but then there was the gearbox. Just like the engine(s) the
gearbox had been completely disassembled and thrown into a box. I was lucky enough to buy 4
gearboxes for pittance so that made 5. I spent several weeks in the middle of one winter
disassembling all the gearboxes, washing the parts and laying them out, 5 at a time, in front of
the heater to dry. It’s at times like these you need a family with a sense of humour. What’s that
drying in front of the heater? Shirts? Nope. Socks? Nup. Gears! After a few weeks of that, I had a
gearbox. Then the engine came back from my Dad and in September 2007 the body came back
from the panel shop looking just beautiful!
It’s amazing just how much space one little car can take up when it is dismantled and now I had
all the subassemblies taking up space in the garage alongside the body. I had no garage space
left so I just HAD to put it together. Enter a couple more helpers. I had great help from both a
long time friend, Charlie and also my nephew Matthew. Both of them, along with Dad of course,
spent many hours helping to put the car back together and without the 3 of them the job would
have been much more difficult.
Anyone who has rebuilt a car knows the seemingly endless list of jobs that need to be done and
mine was no different. Every time I finished something there was something else to do, but the
one thing I kept looking forward to, was starting the engine for the first time. Finally, we were
ready and on 22nd Feb 2009 it started up and ran again for the first time in how long? 20 years?
30? However long it had been, it was wonderful to have it going again!
20
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FOUR SEASONS, cont.
But we were still were not done! The engine had a rather nasty oil leak from the rear and I had
lots of those finishing jobs to do. I had a sneaky feeling that the rear oil gallery plug had not been
put in and that might just explain that large oil leak coming from the rear of the engine. So out it
came again to install the plug which did help with the leak.
Then the finishing jobs. Tidy up the interior. Test all the electrics. Fit all the bodywork trim. Fit the
windscreen. Many more as well but finally we were done and it was almost project summer.
Summer
Summer – period of finest development, perfection, beauty.
On 1st May, 2009 it was registered. I didn’t say completed because it will never really be complete. There will always be things to improve and / or repair. Thank you to my wife, Deb and two
sons Pete and Tom for their great support! They patiently listened to me forever chatting about
‘the car’ but after all the time and effort, we can now go Spriting together.
I’m sure that in previous years far better Bugeyes were scrapped but this one has made it
through and after a project time of 18 years and probably closer to thirty years off the road, another one runs again. What a pleasure!
Ross Reichardt

July 2010 Sprite Torque

21

SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING, 8th June, 2010
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.37 pm
Present: 9 members per attendance book. Visitor: Mannie Dacorte.
Apologies: Leah Holden, Les Payne, Avis Fowler, Jean Haavasalu.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Moved accepted by Ric Forster, sec. Greg Paul Barbara. Carried
Business Arising: None other than items discussed later. In the agenda.
Treasurer’s Report: Les Payne is overseas on business but send the report to G Wells by Email for
presentation.
General Account:
Opening balance
Deposits
Payments
Closing balance
Savings account:
Opening balance
Interest earned
Closing balance
Challenge account:
Opening balance
Payments
Closing balance
Total funds:

$5,744.26
$150.00
$213.72
$5,680.54
$15,408.61
$70.75
$15,479.36
$2,897.60
$1,964.70
$932.90
$22,092.80

Treasurer’s report moved accepted P Barbara, sec. B Cockayne. Carried.
Secretary’s Report: G Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
- Email Keith Smith re weekday runs
- Email John Sprinzel re club’s 50th.
- Email B & E Simmonds re sprite parts for sale.
- Brochures: Shannons auction, Tulip Time, Thaw Images.
- Magazines: T Read, Goblins Gazette, Depender, Mini Car Club.
Social Drives:
- Keith Smith sent details of a series of week day runs through to November for approval. These were all
approved & will be listed in Sprite Torque. Keith has sent details to Barry Cockayne for CAMS social
event permits.
- June 20th run to Wisemans Ferry.
- July 4, Club 50th Anniversary Moss Vale
- August 14th or 15th. Graham & Joan McDonald sent a proposal re a run to Bondi or Watsons Bay. Original date suggested was 8th but this is City to Surf. Watsons Bay selected. Annie & Warren Lawlor will organising, possibly starting at Centennial Park.
- September . Paul Barbara is looking at a run or weekend to Canberra for Floriade
- 10th October Greg Strange is organising a venue for the concourse.

22

July 2010 Sprite Torque

SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT, cont.

Supersprint: August 28th.
- Eastern Creek booked. B Cockayne & Greg Holden organising Supp. Regs., CAMS permit, ancillary
services. Call for volunteers to go into Sprite Torque with G Holden & G Wells as contacts.
50th Birthday: Greg Holden has ordered 100 badges which will be available to those who attend the
lunch. Any excess will possibly be auctioned. Ric Forster is organising venue & Avis Fowler is keeping
booking details. Warren Lawlor will create a page on the web site.
Concourse: The concourse will be on 10-10-10. A 10.10 a.m. start was suggested. We are going to a
new venue still being negotiated by Greg Strange. Details will be in July, Aug. & Sept. magazines including the judging criteria. Greg to send details of the criteria to Ric Forster by June 20th. For those interested, we will do a pre-concourse judging of cars at the Watsons Bay run to enable those who have not
been in a concourse to see what is involved.
CAMS: Barry Cockayne reported nothing received this month.
Regalia: Greg Holden suggested we look at changing to an order from catalogue system. This will negate
the current problems of having to carry stock to venues & obsolete stock.
Competition: Ric Forster gave a brief report & will put some details of member’s results at Winton, Eastern Creek & Sandown Park in Sprite Torque.
Sprite Torque: Ric Forster reported June edition has not gone to the printers; awaiting a couple of items
plus the Zoom Cover. Hopes to have these next week.
Technical Meetings: Greg Strange still trying to organise something.
Web- site: Warren Lawlor reported no new developments. Warren will do a report on web activity for
Sprite Torque & submit to Ric Forster by June 20th.
Membership: Annie Lawlor reported membership renewal starting to come in. New form being used. We
need more Sprite Club stickers.
Insurance: Barry Cockayne advised that OAMPS have come back & advised that CAMS need to rewrite
the insurance booklet to detail what is covered. Barry will follow up by next meeting.
Club Constitution & Rules: Barry Cockayne advised no progress.
Club Computer: Ric Forster advised that an incorrect quote was received & he is waiting for contact to
return from holidays.
General Business:
- Petrol Tank Stickers: Brian Bond has come back with three possible stickers at around $1.70 each. They
are white printing. After some discussion it was decided the club colours of yellow on black would look
better. Greg to check with Brian on cost.
Greg will also check with Brian on the cost of a Club badge sticker that goes on the inside of a windscreen
as opposed to the current outside screen ones.
Meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.
Next General Meeting: Tuesday, 13th July 2010; Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie
Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m.
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Bob Rowntree Automotive
Sprite, Midget,
MGB, MGA

Creek Corner Warwick Farm 1967

MVRIC licensed. IAME No 92429
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Bringing you 40 years of Sprite
Service specialising in
• Precision engine building
• Gearbox overhauls
• Suspension rectification
• Front frame strengthening
• Diff housing rebuilding
• SU carb rebuilding
• Engine tuning
• Motorsport preparation
2 Kathleen Place, Thirlmere NSW 2572
Ph - 4683 0618, Mob - 0402 216 149
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THE BUGEYE BARN
AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE & MG MIDGET SPECIALISTS “Talk to someone who cares”
NEW PARTS FOR ALL MODELS
MECHANICAL – BODY – TRIM – ELECTRICAL – BADGES – GLASS & CHROME – SOFTOPS – RUBBER

RECONDITIONED SERVICES
WISHBONES – DAMPERS – CARBURETTORS – GEARBOXES – GAUGES – ENGINES

USED PARTS
CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGE OF SERVICEABLE USED ITEMS
SPECIALISING IN HARD TO GET BITS – WE SOURCE WORLD WIDE

REPAIRS
ANYTHING FROM A HEADLIGHT GLOBE TO A FULL RESTORATION

COMPETITION AND PERFORMANCE
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESS IN HISTORIC RACING AND TARGA STYLE
RALLIES. THE PARTS WE USE ARE THE ONES WE SELL.
AUSTRALIA WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE
Ask for our FREE CATALOGUE

TONY BENNETTO
PO BOX 47
UPPER FERNTREE GULLY 3156
Phone: 03 9758 8669 (& keep trying)
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HUMOUR
Why does a chicken coup have only two doors? Because if it had four doors it would be a sedan!
Why is it that people say that they “slept like a baby” when babies wake up every two hours?
If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables, what is baby oil made from?
Whose idea was it to put an “s” in lisp? Why do they use sterilized needles for death by lethal injection?
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets? Why is there a light in the refrigerator and not in the freezer?
Why do people point to their wrist when asking for the time, but don’t point to their bum when they ask
where the bathroom is? If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from morons?
Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog’s face, it gets mad at you, but when you take it on a car
ride, it sticks its head out the window? If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests?
If it is true that we are here to help others, then what are the others doing here?
Do married people live longer than single ones, or does it only seem longer!
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money into binoculars to look at things on the
ground?
Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but ducks when someone throws a revolver at him?
July 2010 Sprite Torque

27

TORQUE TRADER
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers, just email or phone the Editor of Sprite Torque

THIS MONTH
FOR SALE

Help me make room in my garage!

Bugeye fibreglass bonnet - $950
A pair of bugeye seat bases & backs - rusty & a bit beaten up but repairable if you have the skills- $150
the pair
Plinth for bugeye number plate light, fibreglass $30
1275 Flywheel - lightened - $150
2 x 1275 Rear engine plates - $100 each
1275 Timing chain cover - $50
2 x 1 1/4" SU's on manifold - $200
Heat shield for Mk III midget $20
Air cleaners for Mk III midget $40
Contact: Bruce Miles h: (02) 9712 4991; m: 0417 962 104; email <find_bruce@yahoo.com.au>

FOR SALE
1
1
1
2
4
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
4
1
1
1
1

PARTS TO SUIT BUGEYE SPRITE

STEEL BONNET
SMOOTH CASE GEARBOX
948 RACE MOTOR
RADIATORS - 1 WITH NEW CORE
WHEELS WITH TYRES
HEATER FAN
HEATER BOX
WINDSCREEN WIPER MOTOR, CABLE AND GEAR BOXES
WINDSCREEN INCLUDING PILLARS
HOOD - NEW IN BOX
SET HOOD BOWS
SET 7” FRONT BRAKES AND UPRIGHTS
SET 7” REAR BRAKES
SOME FRONT BUMPER BRACKETS
SET REAR BUMPERS AND BRACKETS
PAIR SIDE SCREENS
HORN (WINDTONE) LOW NOTE
ORIGINAL STEERING WHEEL
HUB CAPS
GRAB HANDLE
WINDSCREEN WASHER SET
PAIR 1¼” S.U. CARBURETTORS AND LINKS ON MANIFOLD
TEX INTERIOR MIRROR

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND PRICES, RING JOHN

0245 728 610

PREVIOUS MONTH
WANTED
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Mark I Sprite in need of restoration. Retirement Project. Gerry Murphy (03) 5475 2060.
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Order your Regalia now
0418 286 831 or visit http://spriteclub.com/regalia.html
Mens & Ladies BIZTECH™ Evolution Jacket
Outer : 100% Coated Micro fibre Shell.
Lining: 100% Polyester Mesh + Polyester Taffeta. BIZTECH™
technology .
Waterproof Rating: 1,000mm inner membrane.
Breath ability Rating: 1,000g/m2. Fully seam sealed. Windproof.
Wind flap chin guard with stand up collar. Inside elastic closure for
wind/snow protection. Two-Way front zip with movable sliders. Outer
chest zippered vertical pocket with MP3 Player access from inside.
Concealed underarm zippered air vent. Two flap zippered front
pockets with metal puller. Adjustable Velcro rubber cuff closures.
Open inside right breast pocket, zippered inside left breast pocket.
Zipper access for embroidery

Colour

Black & Graphite

Nautical Blue & Navy

Polo Shirts
$50
Mens & Ladies $35
Scarfs & Hats $15
Baseball Caps $20
Moto Shirts
$55
Polar Fleece
$45

Stadium Red & Black

These jackets will have two logos. 2008 Sprite Jubilee (pocket) and SCCA Logo (right arm).

THESE JACKETS WILL BE ORDERED AS REQUIRED AND WILL BE A PRE-PAID ITEM.
$120.00 each
(There will be a cut off date for ordering these jackets as we need to order in reasonable numbers to get the best price,
so contact the regalia team immediately).
CAPTION CORNER: If you can think of a better one, send it in. Best one received before the next publication deadline will
receive a quality A4 colour print of their choice of any photo they submit and is published in the current issue. Ed.

Ric. Have we been called up yet? … Ric?

Photo: Ric Forster

