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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The years roll on forever and the party never ends.
The Committee have continued to slog away to ensure our Club continues to remain viable. This
month has seen more e-mails and phone calls than Rudd is receiving about his latest budget
announcements.
There has been much debate about our direction, and I applaud the members who have rung me
to speak about the issues; feedback is great whether it is good or bad. Some issues that people
were concerned about have been resolved with very little effort.
Our Membership form has changed in format to try and capture more information for Annie to
compile a more robust data base. The cost structure has changed which includes a small increase
in fees for family members. The increases in costs do not go all the way to bring costs and
expenses into line.
We are a `not for profit’ organization and membership is key to the future of the Club. You have
put us (the Committee) in charge of our going forward and we are trying to do this in the best
interests of all. The increase is needed and should have been greater, based upon today’s costs.
In saying that, there are more ways to bring costs and expenses into line. Over the coming
months we will be working hard to bridge that gap with minimal impact on the members.
A number of areas will be investigated


Black and White Magazine



Different Sized Magazine



Internet Magazine



Insurance costs, as well as other areas we have not yet identified.

We have `Family Membership’ within the Club and that is exactly that. Family membership is
for a family with parents and children under 18 years. They can do what they have always done
in the Club.
We also have web access for members of the Club. This is a secure area where Warren and
Annie are loading our current magazine and gradually adding past issues to build a reference
index linking to all issues. You should have received an e-mail from Warren showing you the
login process. Every member will have a login name and password.
Overall we are trying to do the best by the members; if you have any concerns give me a call.
I will try my best, in the coming months, to keep you up to date with our planning without boring
you to bits.
On another note, I was gifted a car trailer by our ex Treasurer about a month ago, and Paul
Barbara has been a great help in getting it sorted. It is looking great, and may end up being better
than the car itself.
Greg Holden
President SCCA
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EDITORIAL
What a month May was for me, getting the mag ready for publication, not to mention the lead up to prepare for the HSRCA Autumn Historic at Eastern Creek with getting the new gearbox into my race car, and
the panic to repair the clutch assembly problem found during that effort. The result you know from the late
breaking news in the last issue.
The Mother's Day Club Run to the Cliff Hanger for breakfast was quite a good turnout. Except for one decent shower of rain on the way, it was more pleasant than expected in light of the weather forecast. On
the way home, Jean and I happened upon the Appin local fair/car-boot sale where I discovered some
small rare spanners for the right price. Broughton Pass hairpins were also fun to echo through on the way
home via Wilton.
The Club's Committee Meeting on Tuesday 12th was, to say the least, robust, and quite a long one before
consensus was reached about membership, fees, and magazine production.
Although I had the Campbelltown Steam and Machinery Museum's "Steam and Kerosine Open Day" in
my diary to attend, I missed it, and missed seeing Bazil Best exhibiting one of his tractors before his sudden and untimely death. Fortunately, Barry Cockayne was there and took a good photo of him riding his
`Fergie', which I have included elsewhere in this issue. Some other members and I attended the funeral
service, and I was glad to receive June's (Bazil's daughter) permission to reproduce her eulogy to her father, which along with a pre-prepared slide show to the Folk tune of "My Beaut Old Fergie Tractor”, almost
had the near to 300 attending the funeral rolling in the aisles with laughter. To Brenda, Denis, June, Sue,
Annette, Stephen and respective families, we extend our sympathies and share their loss.
We also received notice of another early member of the Club having passed away. Neville Malone is said
to have been one of the originators of Sprite Torque. His cousin Craig Malone’s recollections of Neville
also appears elsewhere in this issue. To him and Neville’s family we extend our sympathies.
With more preparations for the Winton Historic meeting on the last days of May and attempting to get the
June Issue completed before departure, seems to have taken all my time in the last couple of weeks.
When considering to buy the race car I thought that I would only have the opportunity to attend about six
or so race meetings a year, but as the competition calendar has developed, I'm struggling to find the time
to prepare and attend the almost one per month of Historic meetings, here and interstate, let alone consider the club supersprints, GEAR meetings and CAMS competition meetings. At some stage I suppose I
should also try a hillclimb or two, or even a motorkhana! :-)
With only another three weeks until the HSRCA winter meeting at Oran Park, the Club June Long Weekend Run to Armidale, and having to start on the next issue, I don't know how I'll cope (he says with his
tongue firmly in his cheek!)
Happy Spriting,
Ric
PS: Yes, I know, the last Issue was without the date, so be so nice as to write it in. The Website copy has
been fixed. It was there all the time but dropped down a layer in the compilation. What! You didn’t notice? ;-)
Errata: The two photo's at the end of May's Torque Trader, were not that of the car being advertised above them, as
I thought, but of Terry Toomey’s car racing at Wakefield Park the previous meeting. Unfortunately, photo's received
are put into a separate box to the emails to which they are attached and so became unidentified. My apologies to
Terry and to Paul and Julie McKay.
NB: Would all person's submitting photo's please include in the filename, the date taken (YYYYMMDD-nn format),
the subject or place identification, and the photographer’s name and initial, and any camera sequence number for
their own source identification; for example: "20090510-02_Cliff Hanger_ForsterR_P12345.jpg", and that way I will
always know When, What, Who, and Where from. The nice thing is that no matter how I then sort it, it will always
come back to the original historic order by default. I do this with all my own created files. TIA

Editor’s Note: Please be aware that this Editor reserves the right to adjust the scope and formatting of correspondence and articles submitted for publication for the sake of brevity, space, and readability, and correct obvious spelling and grammatical inconsistencies, punctuation, and construction without, hopefully,
altering or detracting from the intent of the writer of the submissions. Mostly, MS Word does it for him…Ed
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NOTICES
CHRISTMAS IN JULY 2009

DORMIE HOUSE
Arthur Street, Moss Vale
Ph: 4868 1800

Sunday, 12th July
3 Courses @ $42.50 per person
Entrée, Main, & Dessert, alternate set menu.
Also Includes Bon Bons & Christmas Decorations
The more the merrier and perhaps more menu choices!
Bring your Spridget!
RSVP before 5 July; Avis Fowler (02) 4729 3726
Please reserve your spot with a cheque ASAP as numbers
are limited.

CORRESPONDENCE
19 May, 2009 12:06 PM
From: "David Nichols" <davidncd@tpg.com.au>
To: editor@spriteclub.com
Hi Ric, can’t have you with an empty letters page! Firstly, thanks for the latest ST – call me old-fashioned but I still
like to come home to something in the letterbox that isn’t a bill. Putting my FoSC hat on for a moment, thank you to
everyone for coming to Bathurst …and for toughing out the weather, and the delays. By now everyone will have received a “bulletin” which gives some insights into the logistics of the meeting, and we’ll all have more experience to
apply to 2010. Having been at Mt Panorama since the Monday, it was a real buzz to see the event building up over
the week…just watching the camping area, the paddock and the garages filling up from Wednesday was immensely
gratifying. Luckily, my only “off” occurred when I ran over some debris going into the Cutting, which unseated a tyre
valve, deflated the rear offside and led to a 360 with a beautifully-controlled (!) nudge into the wall somewhere
around Sulman. Hope to see everyone at OP GP in July.
Best wishes, Dave Nichols.
PS: Thanks for your help with the harness, Ric

NEW MEMBERS
Andrew Booth

Jason & Kerryn Wells

Brett Watson

Victor & Jane Mifsud

To them, welcome, and hopefully you will get as much out of the Club as you put in.
(Note this Editor’s subtle hint to solicit more articles).
JUNE 2009 SPRITE TORQUE
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 12th May, 2009
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.45 pm
Present: 15 members as per attendance book
Apologies: Leah Holden, P Orton, J Elphick.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Moved accepted by A Lawlor, sec. R Forster, carried
Business Arising:
- G Holden reported that he had found a copy of the old Constitution, however, in the meeting minutes of
2-5-1995 the old Constitution & Rules were replaced with the Model Rules for Incorporated Clubs. It is not
clear if these were changed in any way. B Cockayne will follow-up & get a copy of the documents lodged
for the Club’s incorporation.
- G Holden contacted the other local Sprite clubs & they are happy with receiving Sprite Torque in pdf format.
- G Wells wrote to all the other clubs & CSCA delegates. To date only 4 have replied.
Mascot will be sent from the UK club & we have permission to load it on to our `Members Only’ site. A follow up letter will be sent to the other club secretaries.
Treasurer’s Report: Reported by L Payne.
Opening balance
$12,374.02
Income
- membership
$60.00
- Club rego
$505.00
- Motorkhana
$1.753.00
- Advertising
$195.00
$2,513.00
Expenditure - Snap printing
$770.00
- chq. 255380
$654.16
- chq. 255381
$100.00
$1,524.16
Closing balance
$13,362.86
Secretary’s Report: G Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
- P Orton. Email apology & comments re various business agenda items.
- C Dodds. Email re membership fees
- A Lawlor Email re membership structure, costs & fees.
- CAMS Officials training schedule.
- CMC. Email minutes of last meeting.
- ABCC. Email minutes & application form for display day. (to L.P. for payment)
- Brochures: Red Van, Murrays Brewery, Jens Country Café, Tulip Time, Shannons Auction, Burwood
Show & Shine, The Vintage, Nominate Motor Sports, Twin Lakes Show & Shine.
- Magazines: Mascot, Morgan Ear, Tread, Depender, Mini Car Club, Goblins Gazette, Flat Chat
Outgoing:
17 letters to associated clubs, libraries & CSCA delegates advising that Sprite Torque is going electronic.

6

JUNE 2009 SPRITE TORQUE

SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT, cont.
Coming Events: Avis Fowler reported:
- 30 members went on Mother’s Day run.
- June 21 run to St. Albans Hotel.
- June long weekend run is to Armidale, meeting members of Queensland club. Notice in Sprite Torque.
- Xmas in July will be on the12th at Dormie House, Moss Vale. Note change of date in calendar. Three
course meal $42.50 head.
- July 19th is Brass Monkey run to Bathurst.
- August trip to North Coast (Rainbow Flats)
- August 23rd Shannons Day
- August 30th All British Display Day.
CAMS: Barry Cockayne reported no State meeting since February. Some new information on web-site.
Officials training program to go into Sprite Torque.
Competition: P Orton absent but Paul Norris submitted report for April & is being published in Sprite
Torque.
Regalia: G Holden reported good sales on Mother’s Day run. C. Dodds has sold 3 more badges.
Sprite Torque: Ric Forster reported that the April magazine is on the web-site & pdf was at the printers.
He needs more general interest articles……members to please send them in.
Insurance: C. Dodds reported that he reviewed the documents from CAMS & TGIS.
CAMS insurance covers CAMS permitted & sanctioned events. TGIS specifically covers events other than
those covered by CAMS.
B Cockayne is waiting to discuss this with the appropriate person in CAMS to get specific written advice.
Another possibility is to go to the CAMS broker & get a policy that covers everything not covered by
CAMS. This may give some savings over TGIS.
L Payne advised that we are covered until November so we have time to sort this out.
Membership Form & Fees: The issue of membership structure, application form & fees was extensively
discussed. Key points of this discussion were:
- A Lawlor presented some costs analysis that showed magazine cost per member is $50.55 & membership expenses $11.67. For a single member this is $62.22 & for a couple $73.89. At a current membership fee of $60 p.a. we have to increase membership fees or cut costs, or the club will go broke.
- A Lawlor presented a proposed definition of a member & a family member, & what they get from being a
member of the Club.
- B Taylor spoke on magazine costs & supported going electronic but felt we must offer a printed magazine for those who could not access it electronically. He did not agree with the suggestion re “primary
members” & agreed we need to define membership criteria.
N Scott spoke on the history of how we went from a multiple fee structure to the current single family
membership fee.
G Holden & A Lawlor spoke on the problems we have with membership numbers & the “primary member”
issue. This has now been dropped & all “members” will have a number & access to the “members only”
section of the web-site.
L Payne commented that we do not have enough information to make final decisions on the magazine &
its costs this year. We need to set some interim fees now & review everything over the year.
JUNE 2009 SPRITE TORQUE
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT, cont.
There was considerable discussion on these issues. The general consensus was that we need structured
membership with single & family memberships & children under 18 years free; we should try to not increase fees so we need to reduce costs & the most obvious way was to go to black & white printing for
the magazine.
B Taylor then thanked the meeting for the detailed discussion on these issues.
G Holden then presented a series of motions:
- that effective July 1st we have a $65 p.a. Family membership with a black & white printed magazine. This was carried 12/14. (N Scott having left the meeting)
- that effective July 1st we have a $50 p.a. Single membership with black & white printed magazine.
This was lost 1/14.
- that effective July 1st we have a $55 p.a. Single membership with black & white printed magazine.
This was carried 8/14.
G Holden then commented that the Committee needs to look at how we can further reduce costs. He will
try to explain all these issues to the members in his next President’s Report in Sprite Torque.
A Lawlor will revise the propose membership form taking the decisions above into account. This to be reviewed urgently by the Committee & will be mailed out as a circular with Sprite Torque.
General Business:
G Strange advised that next Sunday is CMC Heritage Day & we do not have a separate Club function.
Meeting closed at 10.20 pm
Next General Meeting: Tuesday, June 9th, Parramatta RSL Club, cnr O’Connell & Macquarie Streets.,
Parramatta at 7.30 pm

Bob Rowntree Automotive
Sprite, Midget,
MGB, MGA

Creek Corner Warwick Farm 1967

Bringing you 40 years of Sprite
Service specialising in
 Precision engine building
 Gearbox overhauls
 Suspension rectification
 Front frame strengthening
 Diff housing rebuilding
 SU carb rebuilding
 Engine tuning
 Motorsport preparation
2 Kathleen Place, Thirlmere NSW 2572
Ph - 4683 0618, Mob - 0402 216 149

MVRIC licensed. IAME No 92429
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VALE
Dear President,
Just a short note to inform the Austin Healey Sprite Car Club of NSW & VIC that it’s with great sadness to inform you
that one of your original members has passed away on the 24th April 2009 aged 70. His name is Mr Neville Malone
from the Wollongong area. He died of a stroke which by now over a period of time was about his 3rd or 4th.
The current committee etc are probably not aware of him but back in the 60's and 70's Nev was part of a team that
formed the official Sprite Torque magazine. Writing many a great stories etc. For any of you elder statesman these
names may bring back some memories:
(going back to Vol 2 No 1 Feb 1971) were President Mr Robert Owers, Captain Mr Robert Israel, Treasurer Mr John
Herman, Secretary Miss Kerrie Willmott, Comp Sec Mr Roger Way, Editor Mr Barry Badger, Social Sec Mr Garry
Barker and Photographer Mr Max Cashmere and a lot more.
At various times of being part of the team he was writer, editor and photographer and back then it was an incredible
feat as they would often work into the night to get the story to the members.
My name is Craig Malone, Nev's cousin who absolutely loved his Sprite, I used to have the pleasure going with him
up to the Wilton Gymkhana's. If anyone would like you can contact me for any further information on 0407-224561.
Yours Sincerely,
Mr Craig Malone
From: Craig [mailto:scobie11@bigpond.net.au]
Sent: Thursday, 14 May 2009 6:51 PM
To: Greg Holden
Subject: Re: Old Member
Greg,
Thanks for your response about my Uncle Neville, I am not really sure
what else you would like me to respond back about but here goes,
Nevs Sprite apparently was in his mother’s garage in Corrimal NSW 2519 (I am not really sure what happened first)
the back of the sprite on jacks with wheels & axle missing and a blown engine. His brother Alan Malone bought it off
him in 1980 then moved it to his place in Unanderra NSW 2526 where Alan restored it and then sold it to a local person in Unanderra in approx 1982/3. From then on it is not known what happened to it. I will be putting an ad our local
rag to see if its still around.
My wife and I moved to Unanderra in Jan 1990 and haven't seen it around. It could be in some ones back yard covered in dust???
By this time Neville started up the Illawarra Bicycle Club in the 1980's and was heavily involved in starting forming
the Illawarra MS Association (the Sydney to gong bike ride) his partner at the time Lorraine Maile was diagnosed
with MS which pushed him further into fighting for the rights of others with this disease.
I do have an original photo attached for your records.
If you would like more info about Neville, please do not hesitate to give me a call on 0407-224561. Our family and
relatives are very happy with you wanting to put an article in the sprite torque mag and as many of the older members (if still in it and are still alive ) would love to know what has happened to one of their original members. It would
be a fitting end for a person who without doubt absolutely loved his Sprite till his death.
I actually think I have the original Sprite Torque mags in the binders of 1970/1 as well as the embroidered original
sample logo and badge. I must mention that I have some black & white photos going back in years but not sure what
years.
Greg it would be very greatly appreciated if you could forward me 3 copies of the Sprite Torque mag with the article
about Neville in it. I/We are happy to pay the costs to ship them to me.
Kind Regards, Craig Malone
48 Beatus St, Unanderra NSW 2526
P.S Greg. I am looking at buying an Austin Healey Sprite in the very near future if you know of any, preferably 1964 year and red.
I will be trying to find Nevs original Sprite and will let you know if successful.
JUNE 2009 SPRITE TORQUE
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VALE
It is with sadness that we announce that Basil Best, a long standing NSW member of the Sprite Car Club passed
away on Wednesday morning 21 May.
Our thoughts are with his family at this time.

Bazil Arthur Best - 25 June 1928 – 21 May 2009
Late of Rosemeadow, 21 May 2009, aged 80 years.
Dearly beloved husband of Nancy (dec), Cherished partner of Brenda, Loved father of Denis, June, Susan, Annette
and Stephen, Devoted father-in-law, grandfather and great-grandfather of their families.
His Funeral Service was held on Tuesday, May 26, 2009 in the South Chapel of the Forest Lawn Crematorium,
Camden Valley Way, Leppington at 1.30pm. The Service was conducted by the Rev Graham Anson.
Apart from family and friends, several members of the Sprite Car Club attended his funeral, as did many members of
other organisations to which, I am informed that Bazil belonged, such as the Chrysler Car Club, The Austin 7 Club,
The Ferguson Tractor Club, The Campbelltown Steam and Machinery Museum, The U3A Dance Club and his students, and the Army Reserve Pipe Band, totalling some nearly 300 attendees. [apologies if I have not accurately
cited the respective club’s names; Ed]
Eulogies were given by relatives: Phillip and daughter Susan, eldest daughter June, and grand-daughter Renee.
June’s eulogy was most enlightening and, with her permission, is reproduced here-under. Following these eulogies a
DVD slide show of selected photographs including those developed and printed by Bazil himself as an amateur photographer was shown to the accompaniment of a most hilarious folk song about `My Beaut Little Fergie Tractor’. This
was followed by a favourite song “Side By Side” by, it is mooted, the Andrews Sisters.

`OUR DAD’
by his daughter June Hughes.
To sum him up - “A MAN ALWAYS AFTER A BARGAIN"
Bazil was born in Campsie and grew up during the Depression years through the 30's.
I bet he didn't bargain on that!
As a young lad, he met a female piper named Audrey. She introduced him to the pipe band and he learnt to play the
bagpipes. His passion for music grew.
I bet he didn't bargain on that!
Playing with the band and going to many dances, he quickly learned to dance and this was a great way to meet girls!
I bet he didn't bargain on that!
A blind date or match up at a mates wedding lead to the introduction of a young woman. Her name was Nancy, and
she later became his wife.
I bet he didn't bargain on that!
The union of Basil and Nancy produced 5 children. Known to us as MUM and DAD, what a responsibility that must
have been for this not well executed, not worldly, self taught, middle class worker.
I bet he didn't bargain on that!
I think this must have been when he began his search for a BARGAIN. Dad and his mate Harry built the house at
Canley Vale, which became the family home for 45 years.
I bet he didn't bargain on that!
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VALE, cont.
The great car collection began. I remember growing up always having cars to play in when other kids had cubby
houses. I feel sorry for anyone that saw Dad coming, because Dad was never the one that anyone could say "I saw
him coming" as Dad always walked away the victor in what ever deal or what ever he was buying, he always got a
Bargain.
Dad was always ringing to share his latest spoil whether it be a car, bike, boat, trailer or caravan (which he purchased on the way home from a funeral; never one to let an opportunity pass him by) and his latest acquisitions,
tractors. He was not content on having one, he amassed single handed his own private collection now numbering 5.
I am sure on all of the mentioned he drove a hard Bargain!
Dad travelled with Mum to England and that was the first of numerous trips overseas.
He revisited England with Brenda some years later and while in London because of Lady Dianna's funeral, accommodation was scarce, but we really think it was because of his deep pockets, that they had to sleep the night on the
floor of the railway station.
I bet he didn't bargain on that!
From his early days his love of music and dancing followed on through the years and he passed on to many others
by holding dance classes and bringing some enjoyment to others.
I recall going to a dance with Dad not so many years ago and the tongues were wagging "Does Brenda know who
that young lady Basil is dancing with" - Dad told them: "It's my daughter", and we all laughed.
I bet he didn't bargain on that!
Dad and Brenda joined us on a cruise out of Singapore and while on the ship we celebrated Dad's birthday. In the
Lido Room he was asked to lead everyone on a dance. Like a true champ he got up in the front, and everyone
joined in, and he was given a medal.
I bet he didn't bargain on that!
This man we called Dad lived a full and good life. I can now say he is educated, in the things that mattered to him,
he is worldly and has had his eyes opened to the way the other half live. He did have the gift to be a good parent
and role model, which can never be learnt from a book.
He was our Dad.
He was the Best!
Now he has left us, with memories.
I bet he didn't bargain on this!

Bazil Best at his best on his
best Fergie at the Campbelltown
Steam and Machinery Museum's
"Steam and Kerosine Open Day"
on Saturday 16th May 2009.
Photo: Barry Cockayne
JUNE 2009 SPRITE TORQUE
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SOCIAL REPORT
The Mother’s Day breakfast drive on the 10th of May had a good roll up with member’s mums.
Graham and David took their mum, Rob brought his mum, Kimberley brought hers, Brayden and
Mitchell took theirs, Glen took his, Lauren took hers, and Elise took her mum.
Changing the start to Narellan seemed popular as people could have coffee while we waited,
pick-up fuel, or just have a pitstop. We headed off for Bulli via Appin picking up Ric and Jean,
Glen and Leisa, Brayden and Mitchell at Appin. Just after leaving Appin, the rain started. As we
had several older visitors, we decided to stop so that those who wanted to could put up soft-tops.
All but Rob who didn’t pack the roof, took the chance. Obviously, some of the roofs had not been
put up in a long time, even how do you put the roof up was asked.
On arrival at The Cliffhanger we met up with some of the local members who also joined us for
breakfast. In the end we had a good turn up of 30 people. Not bad for Mother’s Day.
Who went?
Ric and Jean (AHS), Glen and Leisa (AHS), Rob and Barbara Byrnes (AHS), Graham, David and
Mrs Dickie (MGM), Beryle and Mitchell Taylor (MGM), Barry and Brayden Taylor (MGB), Kate
and Dave Lawrence (100/4), Peter and Judy Watters (AHS), Andrew Herden (AHS), Neil, Andrea
and Lauren Napier (Austin 110), Keith and Juliet (assoc), Paul and Kerry Thompson (assoc after
Sprite failed to proceed), Greg, Leah, Kimberley, Elise and Avis (presidential Sprite).
Coming Events
June 6, 7,8th Queen’s Birthday weekend to Armidale.
June 21st
Sunday run to St Albans Pub. Meet 9.30am at the old Tollgates at Berowra. Heading via Mangrove Mountain to St Albans with a pit stop at Spencer. Lunch at the pub.
July 12th
Sunday XMAS in July; at Dormie House, Arthur Street, Moss Vale, NSW. Meet at
McDonalds at Narellan at 10:45 am cnr Camden Valley Way and Narellan Rd. We will be leaving
at 11:00am sharp. We will be heading via parts of the old Hume Highway across Razorback,
Picton, Bargo, Yanderra, Yerrinbool, Bowral and on to Moss Vale. For those who want to go
straight there from their local area, we are due at the restaurant at 12:30 pm for lunch at 1:00 pm.
Cost is $42.50 per person for the 3 course alternate set menu. Drinks at bar prices. The more the
merrier and perhaps more menu choices! Bring your Spridget!
RSVP before 5 July; Avis 02 4729 3726. Please reserve your spot with a cheque ASAP as numbers are limited.
July 19th
Brass Monkey Run. The annual breakfast organized by the Healey Club is on
again. Breakfast will be at Bathurst RSL. Leaving at 6.00AM SHARP. Tickets are available now
at $16pp (4-12yr is $10). Please contact me or send a cheque payable to the Austin Healey
Owner’s Club ASAP as they have to confirm numbers.
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SOCIAL REPORT
August 14,15,16th Weekend away to the mid North Coast. Allan and Di Bryson have kindly offered to host us for the weekend. Accommodation will be booked in Tuncurry. The alternative is
camping at the Bryson’s. Allan and Di have planned our weekend with us having morning tea at
their place before heading out to Crowdy Head, then on to Harrington Pub for lunch. The evening
will be a BBQ at their place. Sunday will be a leisurely drive the long way home. We are currently
looking at leaving Berowra on the Friday night so we can have a fresh start Saturday morning.
However, we can leave Saturday morning but it will be early. Please let me know if you are attending and whether Friday or early Sat is the preference. The difference is one or two night’s
accommodation.
Sunday 23rd

Shannons Display day at Eastern Creek.

September 13th

Sprite Drive TBA

October 3,4,5th
Long Weekend. Sprite drive to Dubbo Zoo. Let me know if you are interested
in attending so that I can book accommodation, etc.
November

TBA

December

Christmas party and AGM

Avis Fowler

JUNE 2009 SPRITE TORQUE
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COMING SOCIAL EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009
JUNE

Sunday 21st

Sprite Drive to St Albans Pub. Meet 9.30am the Old Tollgates at
Berowra. Heading via Mangrove Mountain to St Albans with a pit
stop at Spencer.

Friday 26th

Sprite Drive. Lunch in the Highlands. Meet 10:00am, Depart
11:00am. Old Wollongong Lighthouse (Wollongong Harbour – near
fishing boats).
Contact: Keith Smith: (02) 44285 2056 mobile: 4218 627 889

JULY

th

Sunday 12

XMAS in July; Dormie House, Arthur Street, Moss Vale, NSW
Meet at McDonalds at Narellan at 10:45 am cnr Camden Valley
Way and Narellan Rd. We will be leaving at 11:00am. We will be
heading via parts of the old Hume Highway across Razorback,
Picton, Bargo, Yanderra, Yerrinbool, Bowral and on to Moss Vale.
For those who want to go straight there from their local area, we are
due at the restaurant at 12:30 pm for lunch at 1:00 pm. Cost is
$42.50 pp for the 3 course alternate set menu. Drinks at bar prices.
RSVP ASAP but before 5 July; Contact: Avis Fowler (02) 4729 3726

th

Sunday 19

AUGUST

Friday 14,15, 16th

14

Weekend away to the mid North Coast. Allan and Di Bryson have
kindly offered to host us for the weekend. We will book
accommodation in Tuncurry for those wanting motel rooms. The
alternative is camping at the Bryson’s. The current itinerary is to
head north on the Friday afternoon so that we can have a day out
on the Saturday (organised by Allan & Di), a BBQ at the Bryson’s on
the Saturday evening with a casual drive home via the old roads on
the Sunday. Please let me know if you would like to attend. I will
advise cost ASAP on booking the Motel.

Sunday 23rd

Shannons Display Day at Eastern Creek;
Contact: J Buchanan 9452 2167

Sunday 30th

All British Display, Kings School; Contact: J.Buchanan 9452 2167

SEPTEMBER Sunday 13th
OCTOBER

Brass Monkey Run. The annual breakfast run is on again. Leaving
M4 Service centre at Eastern Creek (Westbound) at 6.00AM
SHARP heading to Bathurst RSL Club. Tickets must be prepurchased. I have ordered 10 tickets to start with and they will be
available at social runs and by ringing me. Cost is $16.00 per
person (4-12 yr is $10). This is a great run is brisk conditions.

3,4,5th Long
Weekend

Sprite Drive TBA
Sprite Drive to Dubbo. We are looking at arranging a weekend in
the Dubbo area and visiting the Zoo etc. Again expression of
interest would be nice to see if there is enough interest to book
accommodation etc.

NOVEMBER

TBA

DECEMBER

TBA

Avis

AGM & Club Christmas Party

JUNE 2009 SPRITE TORQUE

COMING COMPETITION EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009
MONTH DATE

PROMOTER

VENUE

EVENT

JUNE 10
14
14
20,21
20,21
27,28

GEAR 10th Anniversary
CSCA/MG Car Club of NSW
Westlakes Auto Club
ARDC Sports Car Carnival
CAMS State Championship
HSRCA Historic

Wakefield Park
Oran Park GP
Awaba
Eastern Creek
Eastern Creek
Oran Park

Historics
SuperSprint-R4
Motokhana
National Race
Championship
Historics

JULY

CAMS State Championship
FoSC Winter Invitation
HRCC Annual Historic Queensland
Westlakes Auto Club

Eastern Creek
Oran Park GP
Morgan Park
Awaba

Championship
Historic Sports
Historics
Motokhana

CSCA/Austin Healey Owners Club
CSCA/Austin Healey Owners Club

Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park

CAMS NSW C’ship /MGCCN

Ringwood, Raymond
Trce

SuperSprint-R5
All British Meet
Hillclimb-R6

Mini Car Club
Morgan Owners Club of Aust
Shannons Classic Display Day

Nirimba
Eastern Creek
Eastern Creek

Motokhana
SuperSprint-R6

CAMS State Championship
Hills District Car Club
HSRCA Historic
MGCC General Motokhana

Wakefield Park
Nirimba
Wakefield Park

CAMS NSW C’ship /MLMSC

Wootton Way,
Bulahdelah

Championship
Motokhana
Historics
Motokhana
Hillclimb-R7

3,4

Australian Historic Motor Festival

Winton Long

Historics

4

CAMS NSW C’ship /MGCCN

King Edward Park,
Newcastle

Hillclimb-R7

Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park

Historic
Historic
Training Day

Wakefield Park

SuperSprint-R7

25
30,31,1Nov
31, 1Nov

Golden Era Auto Racing (GEAR)
GEAR, Second GEAR
CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners
Club
CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners
Club
Volkswagen Club
FoSC Spring Invitation
CAMS State Championship

Nirimba
Wakefield Park
Oran Park

Motokhana
Historic Sports
Championship

7
7
28,29

Sprite Car Club of Aust
VHRR Historic Sandown
HSRCA Historic

Oran Park S
Sandown
Eastern Creek

SuperSprint-R8
Historics
Historics

AUGUST

4,5
25,26
25,26
26
1
2
2
16
22
23

SEPTEMBER 12,13
13
19,20
20
20

OCTOBER

14
15
17
18

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER
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COMPETITION REPORT MAY 2009
CSCA Round 3 2009 23 May – Eastern Creek
With a long break since the last round in March it was big field of starters who turned up for the May 23
Round 3 of the Combined Sports Cars Association’s Supersprint series at Eastern Creek hosted by the
Jaguar Drivers Club.
But just like Round 1, only worse, it was wet, wet, wet. This and the higher entry fee accounted for eight
SCCA competitors instead of the 13 at previous rounds. Eastern Creek track hire costs have been increased which means that entry fees have had to go up too.
John Millhouse was up bright and early and secured two garages for SCCA members into which six cars
can fit so with a couple on the track at any one time accommodation was of the highest standard.

Luke Lukess securing camera with John Millhouse watching.
See Luke’s videos of this round here http://www.youtube.com/lukessracing
Leaving home in rain and running through heavy rain on the way it was inevitable that the track would be
the same – and it was.

‘Cat’s whiskers’ Dorian attached to tow hook with cable ties
16
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COMPETITION REPORT MAY 2009, cont.
As this was to be a Dorian electronically timed event those of us hiring them had to find places to attach
the units and get ship shape prior to the first run. Liberal use of cable ties made sure they didn’t come off.
Some of us had it attached to the right front chassis rail while others used tow hooks.
Warren and Annie Lawlor were running their new Mk3 Sprite with Dad-in-law as pit crew and only completed 6 wet laps before having to leave with overheating/blocked radiator and a broken front shock – all
now fixed. In reality, pretty good with a ‘new’ car and an engine that hasn’t run for 10 years!

Warren Lawlor and FiL fine-tuning Sprite – note ‘Wickedwazza Racing’ team shirts.
Paul Norris was having his second run on a new set of Kumho tyres which seem to be getting more support for supersprint and historic racing.
Meanwhile John Millhouse was trying out new braking arrangements. He has been busy replacing his
Bugeye’s drum brakes with Cortina stub axles, discs and callipers. Blue smoke emanating from the right
hand front of the car had him concerned but examination in the garage indicated that the tyre was
making contact with the Kevlar guard/bonnet in hard cornering. The new arrangement results in about half
an inch extra track so some adjustment of the guard will be required before the next round.
Luke Lukess was going well but the Nissan engine in his Bugeye wouldn’t rev past 5000. The consensus
was that fuel delivery seemed to be the problem as no amount of checking and securing the twin Weber’s
jets fixed it meaning a closer look at the fuel pump before the next round.
Guest appearances to see how things were going were made by Neil Scott and Anthony Barbara.
Showing that perseverance pays off, the fourth run of the day was on a dry track, the earlier runs being in
rain or on a partially dry track. We all managed to put in some good times on this run! In all – a good day
with plenty of the usual camaraderie although some have work to do prior to the next round.
JUNE 2009 SPRITE TORQUE
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COMPETITION REPORT MAY 2009, cont.

2009 CSCA CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
1
CLA
465
2
JDCA
314
3
TSOA
287
4
MGCCN
228
5
SCCA
211
6
MGCC
129
7
MOCA
97
8
AHOC
21
Luke Lukess and the author on final run of the day
SCCA has maintained its 5th position in the Club championship – to improve on this we need as many as
possible to attend the June round so please give me a call if you are interested.
SCCA competitors were Paul Norris (Mazda RX7) 1:56, Paul Orton (Mk2a) 2:06, John Millhouse (Bugeye)
2:08, David Gordon (Mazda MX3) 2:09, Luke Lukess (Bugeye) 2:09, Robert Byrnes (Cooper S) 2:13, Ray
Fahey (Bugeye) 2:20, Warren Lawlor (Mk3) 2.40.
Paul Orton

Historic Winton

The new pit garages, or rather the new longest garage, at Winton Vic. Photos: Ric Forster
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COMPETITION REPORT MAY 2009, cont.
HISTORIC WINTON 30-31 May 2009.
Greg Prunster and I headed South on Thursday from Thirlmere and made it to Benalla in seven hours after some hours of hassle to ensure that the old lorry tow vehicle would make it… and back... in the dark!
The Austin-7 Club turned on perfect weather for the Winton Historic, and this year the scrutineering bun
rush of earlier years was thankfully absent as a result of better scheduling and two scrutineering bays, the
second at the end of the V8 garage complex.
There were new garages on the old pits flat, or rather I should say, one very long garage with no intermediate walls, but with only lots of doors to demark each garage, most of which were full of the motorbikes
which made it very noisy.
Friday's untimed practice was run precisely on time all day with very few stops. I managed to get my time
down on a grippy track to an unofficial 1:13.4 sec from last year's best at 1:16.79 sec.
Sb members Brian Weston (MGM), Don Bartley (AHS) and I (MGM), were there to represent the Club,
and Judith Dorrell, Max Pegram, Fred Brock in their Sa Bugeyes, and Troy Ryan from SA in his Sb AHS.
Despite being listed as a 1st reserve, only 34 cars turned up including the reserves on Saturday's Sa, Sb,
Sc Qualifying, so I was in for the weekend.
Behind the leading Sc Porche 911Carrera of Terry Lawlor, and Alfetta GTV of Tony Karanfilovski, Brian
managed to pull off third for the first, second and third race of the weekend thereby winning the Alan
Jones Trophy for Sb in the final race. He managed to stay well ahead of the Ian Ross' Shelby GT350
which parked itself across the track at the exit of turn 4 on the first lap causing the rest of us a lot of avoiding manoeuvres and offs before we continued on.
Driving into the setting sun on the penultimate event on Saturday was difficult and managed to slow most
drivers' times. By Sunday afternoon there was thin high cloud that diffused the blinding sun, which made it
a lot easier negotiating the esses before the main straight. However because of a delay in starting the last
three events due to a medical emergency in the pits that left no ambulance in track attendance, the last
race had their headlights on, after 5 pm in the dusk.
Despite making a poor start on the Saturday race I managed a blinder on Sunday midday jumping two
positions on the start, and another two during the race. I was very happy with my times and positional improvements from 18th up to 14th on that event and then maintained that position on the last race in the
sunset. With my best lap time of 1:13.0240 sec, pipping Troy, who was coming up fast from the rear of the
grid, at the finish line
by less than two hundredths of a second
was most satisfying.
All in all, it was once
again worth travelling
down to Winton to enjoy a very interesting
track and programme,
and the accommodation in a new cabin in
the caravan park was
also excellent.
Ric Forster.
Photo: Ric Forster in
the very cheap garage!
JUNE 2009 SPRITE TORQUE
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THE BUGEYE BARN
AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE & MG MIDGET SPECIALISTS “Talk to someone who cares”
NEW PARTS FOR ALL MODELS
MECHANICAL – BODY – TRIM – ELECTRICAL – BADGES – GLASS & CHROME – SOFTOPS – RUBBER

RECONDITIONED SERVICES
WISHBONES – DAMPERS – CARBURETTORS – GEARBOXES – GAUGES – ENGINES

USED PARTS
CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGE OF SERVICEABLE USED ITEMS
SPECIALISING IN HARD TO GET BITS – WE SOURCE WORLD WIDE

REPAIRS
ANYTHING FROM A HEADLIGHT GLOBE TO A FULL RESTORATION

COMPETITION AND PERFORMANCE
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESS IN HISTORIC RACING AND TARGA STYLE
RALLIES. THE PARTS WE USE ARE THE ONES WE SELL.
AUSTRALIA WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE
Ask for our FREE CATALOGUE

TONY BENNETTO
PO BOX 47
UPPER FERNTREE GULLY 3156
Phone: 03 9758 8669 (& keep trying)
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CLUB DRIVES
Report on the Friday 17 April 2009 Drive to Berrima
Shopping Expedition
Departed Bulli Beach 11:00 am.
It was a beautiful sunny autumn day and even Graham and Joan McDonald arrived with their
top down. Others present at the start were Les and Shirley Bryant, Keith Smith and Juliet
Richardson and Ray Fahey (Denise was called in to work at the last minute). With Ray in the
lead we set out up Bulli Pass then the Appin Road to Wilton. We then made our way to Berrima via Mittagong, jumping on and off the freeway, old Hume Highway and many back roads
in between.
At Berrima we met up with Eian Poustie and after a chat with some interested Canadian
tourists, pies and cakes made a perfect picnic lunch. After lunch whilst Keith, Ray and Eian
sat and discussed Sprites the rest saw the sights and spent some of Mr Rudd's stimulus
package.
The return leg was via Moss Vale, Robertson and Macquarie Pass.
If you can get a Friday free please do join in as these runs can only improve with more participants. Report and photo submitted by Graham McDonald.
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OS ACTIVITY
A Track Day At Cadwell Park, Lincolnshire, UK, Friday 2nd May 2009.
By Eamonn Matthews

A couple of weeks before Rhonda and I left for the U.K. we had an email from Martin Ingall who suggested that a track day at Cadwell Park five days after we were due to arrive would be the best thing to
sort out any jet-lag blues and as Martin said “you might as well start as you plan to go on”. He had already
entered us both for the day in his Sebring Sprite and I’m sure you would all agree, it would be just plain
rude to say no.
So it was that at 3.30am on Friday morning we headed off from Kent with Sprite in tow to far away Lincolnshire to be at the circuit by 7.30 am. Only about 270 klms but lots of villages to pass through on the
way. We had time for a pit stop and cuppa on the way and we arrived spot on time.
The track day was being organised by MG’s On Track and after signing on (so relaxed) and putting the
car through the noise meter test we had time for brekky in the superb cafe before the drivers briefing at
8.30.
The format for the day was 3 x 20 minute sessions per hour split between MG’s, MX5’s and Triumphs.
There would be time for 7 sessions and Martin and I would split the sessions and have 2 or 3 each. There
would be approx 20 cars in each session so the track would be quite congested at times. The basic rules
for the day were to signal faster drivers by on
the straights, do not tailgate slower drivers, go
as fast as you like but don’t do anything silly.
Most of these guys do not race and it sounded
like a recipe for disaster.
Before I rabbit on about how fast we were, I
have to try and paint a picture of the setting that
is Cadwell Park. It is fair to say that it is the
most picturesque and beautiful setting of any
circuit that I have ever been to. It is undulating
with open green spaces on the back of the circuit (imagine Donington Park’s back section)
and a “mountain” section which is heavily treed
with a tight blind esses section and steep gradients (imagine The Nurburgring in miniature).
The paddock area is immaculate with tarred
roadways and manicured grass areas that are
almost lawns (they even had sprinklers on the
grass). The cafe is better than some restaurants that I have been to (yeah, I know I don’t
spend much on dinner) with a fabulous view of
a section of track from most of the tables. Add
to that the beautiful sunshine that we had on
the day and my description simply cannot do it
justice. If you ever get the chance – do it.
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OS ACTIVITY, cont
Martin took the first 20 minute stint
and brought the little light metallic
green car back to the paddock area
safe and sound ready for my session. I must say that I was rather
apprehensive about driving Martin’s
pride and joy on this daunting circuit. The car is beautifully prepared
and is a credit to him. It is a wonderful recreation of the original Sebring Sprites and just looks so
racey. It’s got a powerful 1380 engine, close ratio gearbox, slippery
diff and Advans on 5” wires. I promised Martin that I would take good
care of it and bring it back safely.
I spent the first two laps very cautiously having a look at the circuit before starting to open it up. The nice
thing about a well prepared Sprite is that it is a joy to drive and Martin’s was no exception and it made me
feel very confident. I found a few sections of the circuit where I felt that I could really throw it around but,
having said that, I was very cautious in other places – this is the hardest circuit to learn that I have ever
been to so I treated it with a lot of respect. It must be very satisfying to get it right all the way round – I
never got anywhere near learning it properly or doing the car justice. Martin looked smooth and fast in all
his sessions and I was happy just to be given the opportunity to drive such a cracking little car.
I said earlier that I thought the mix of drivers and basic rules sounded like a recipe for disaster. Well
thankfully I was very wrong. Everybody was well behaved and courteous and I know you will find this hard
to believe, but I don’t think there was a single spin all day. The day could not have been better and I will
definitely be doing more of these drive days while we are here. They are non competitive fun days that
are well run and a fantastic way of learning circuits and as I will not be racing much, a great opportunity to
drive as many circuits as possible.
I hope that my little story
has given you some idea
of how much fun we had.
If only they would all be
like this, but I fear that
there are a few clouds
lurking out there just
waiting for me to turn up
at a track blissfully unaware of their potential.
I’ll let you know how I get
on in a future episode.
Happy motor sport everyone,
Eamonn Matthews.
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1964 Austin Healey Sprite MkIII in Bless This House, Movie, 1972
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TORQUE TRADER
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers,
just email or phone the Editor of Sprite Torque

THIS MONTH

LAST MONTH
FOR SALE

$19,500.00 O.N.O

1960 AUSTIN HEALEY BUGEYE SPRITE.

FOR SALE
1275cc MG Midget engine, balanced and freshly rebuilt, includes new
clutch kit, from $3600 + GST. No exchange necessary.
Can be modified for higher performance at additional cost.

16,000 Miles since bare metal re-build. All new rubber.
New Colin Dodds built 1100cc motor, only 100 miles on
it.1275 head, 45DCOE Webber, Header exhaust, metal
bonnet, new springs, clutch, ribbed gearbox, rear drums,
tires, wet weather gear including tonneau cover.
Phone/Fax Andy (02) 4871 2253. Mob 0409 746 386.
e-mail: shandyw5@bigpond.com

Email: Colin@SpriteParts.com.au or phone: 0414 789 263

WANTED
Wanted to purchase; a cheap MkII or MkIII or MG Midget vehicle with
"not so good panels", but good mechanically.
Contact Terry Toomey: 0408 232 372
<terrytoomey@ihug.com.au>

HUMOUR
A car was driving down the street when all of a sudden it started swerving. The car was going back and
forth till someone with a cell phone called the police. A police officer pulled the car over. A blonde rolls
down the window and says, " Officer, I'm so glad you are here. I saw a tree in the road, then I saw another. So I had to swerve to keep from hitting it!"
The officer looks at her, and then says, “Ma'am, that's your air freshener."
____________________________________________________________________________________
A policeman spotted a jay walker and decided to challenge him, 'Why are you trying to cross here when
there's a zebra crossing only 20 metres away?'
'Well,' replied the jay walker, 'I hope it's having better luck than me.'
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Order your Regalia now
0418 286 831 or visit http://spriteclub.com/regalia.html
Mens & Ladies BIZTECH™ Evolution Jacket
Outer : 100% Coated Micro fibre Shell.
Lining: 100% Polyester Mesh + Polyester Taffeta. BIZTECH™
technology .
Waterproof Rating: 1,000mm inner membrane.
Breath ability Rating: 1,000g/m2. Fully seam sealed. Windproof.
Wind flap chin guard with stand up collar. Inside elastic closure for
wind/snow protection. Two-Way front zip with movable sliders. Outer
chest zippered vertical pocket with MP3 Player access from inside.
Concealed underarm zippered air vent. Two flap zippered front
pockets with metal puller. Adjustable Velcro rubber cuff closures.
Open inside right breast pocket, zippered inside left breast pocket.
Zipper access for embroidery

Colour

Black & Graphite

Nautical Blue & Navy

Polo Shirts
Mens & Ladies $35
Scarfs & Hats $15
Baseball Caps $20
Moto Shirts
$55
Polar Fleece
$45

Stadium Red & Black

These jackets will have two logos.

THESE JACKETS WILL BE ORDERED AS REQUIRED AND WILL BE A PRE-PAID ITEM.
$100.00 each
(There will be a cut off date for ordering these jackets as we need to order in reasonable numbers to get the best price,
so contact the regalia team immediately).

