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Above: Is this Top Gear’s `retired’ Stig at FoSC `Sounds of Glory’ at Bathurst this Easter?
Photo by Elise
Below: Pandemonium as the `Sounds of Glory’ psuedo Le Mans Start lacks room to maneuver Photo by Ric F

Catering for AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE and MG MIDGET enthusiasts

Bathurst. Friday dinner at Kelso’s Golden Yan Chinese Restaurant with Dave, Kate, Colin, Sarah, Bruce, Barry, Gerry, and Ric.
Photo by Ric Forster

Peter Bennett’s BBB Racing Team MGBGT V8; driver Glen (Nipper) Taylor, spent most of it’s time, as
did the rest of the field, sitting on Pit Lane on Saturday waiting… waiting… waiting…Photo: Paul Norris

SPRITE
TO RQ UE
President’s Message

Editorial

Meeting Reports

Events Calendars

Bathurst Spridgets

Torque Trader

Page 3

Page 4

Page 6

Centre-Fold

Page 19

Page 27

CONTENTS
Committee Members and Contacts

2

President’s Message

3

Editorial

4

Notices

5

Correspondence

5

New Members

5

General Meeting Report — 10 April 2009

6

Social Report

12

Social Events Calendar

14

Competition Calendar

15

Competition Report

16

Late Breaking News

18

Bathurst photos

19

A Project Report —from the web — Austin Healeys Return to Bonneville, cont.

23

Torque Trader — For Sale — Wanted

27

Membership Application Form

28

Front Cover:
Above:

Is this Top Gear’s `retired’ Stig at FoSC `Sounds of Glory’ at Bathurst this Easter?
Or is it just our Librarian? Photo by Elise.

Below:

Pandemonium as the `Sounds of Glory’ psuedo Le Mans Start lacks room to maneuver
Photo by Ric F.

.

Month 2009 Sprite Torque

1

THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC.
ABN: 62879038-526

Club Patron: John Sprinzel

Committee 2009
President:
Greg Holden
0418 286 831
president@spriteclub.com
Vice President:
Keven Sly
(02) 9604 2010
vicepresident@spriteclub.com
Treasurer:
Les Payne
0416 020 466
treasurer@spriteclub.com
Secretary:
Graham Wells
(02) 9654 1344
secretary@spriteclub.com

STOP PRESS
Ric Forster and Damien Meyer
gain a Class Sb second place
in the HSRCA Memorial Ken
Ward Group S Endurance
Race. See the News Report on
Page 18.

Membership Secretary:
Annie Lawlor
0416 020 466
membership@spriteclub.com
Social Director:
Avis Fowler
02 47293726
social@spriteclub.com
Magazine Editor:
Ric Forster
0409 225 613
editor@spriteclub.com
Competition Captain &
CSCA Delegate:
Paul Orton
0408 488 767
competition@spriteclub.com
Registrar & Club Plates:
Colin Dodds
0414 789 263
registrar@spriteclub.com
Regalia:
Leah Holden
0418 286 831
president@spriteclub.com
Club Web Site:
Warren & Annie Lawlor
0421 783 985
editor@spriteclub.com
Cams Delegate:
Barry Cockayne
0427 066 878
Librarian:
David Lawrence
(02) 9810 8982
Club Point Score:
Greg Holden 0418 286 831
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Marque Mentors:
Mk1 Sprite
Bert Langford
Colin Dodds
Mk2 Sprite
Neil Scott
Mk3 Sprite
Greg Strange
Keven Sly
1500 Midget
Greg Coonan

(02) 9982 2293
0414 789 263
0409 326 021
(02) 9909 8607
(02) 9604 2010
(02) 4257 1307

All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to:
S.C.C.A.
P.O. Box 696
Kingswood NSW 2747
Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com
(Magazine contributions close 20th of each month)
General meetings are held at:
Parramatta RSL
Start time: 7.30pm - Bistro Area)
2 Macquarie Street
(2nd Tuesday of each month)
Parramatta NSW 2150
SCCA Web Site: www.spriteclub.com
SCCA Email list: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-aus/
NOTE: These are all honorary positions undertaken by private individuals in their spare time.
Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to call you back at a
time more convenient to them.
The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of
articles, correspondence, opinion or advertisements contained herein.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We have been busy at Committee Meetings trying to sort out a number of issues
surrounding the magazine, membership, and how we do things. We are as a
nation becoming more dependent on computers and e-news and this has lead to
some debate.
What we are trying to do is make it easier for committee members to do their
work on top of being full time mums, dads, workers, or as my dad keeps telling
me, very busy retirees. Along the way we would like to keep costs to a minimum
and keep membership costs down. All of which are achievable.
There has been some discussion on the Spridget web site and I am surprised by
the feed back, both positive and negative. Some wish to go straight to e-Torque
as Warren has nicknamed it at present, while some want a magazine to read
when ever and where ever they wish. Both are fair and reasonable and as your
Committee we will continue to try and cater for all in the Club.
Your voice is needed. If we do not hear from you, we assume you are happy. If
we get feed back, one way or the other it can be considered in the mix and we
are all happy, or at worst, understanding of the issues and the reasons.
I have talked about these issues for several months now and they should not be
a surprise. So let me know what you think. I can be contacted on my mobile at
any time, 0418 286 831 and I am happy to talk to you.
What else is happening? My Fergie is going well and after a slash of the front
and back paddock, she will be put to work stumping. I have quite a lot of Syfton
bush to pull out this winter. That means hard work for both the Tractor and the
help I get from friends and family.
I am always pleased with the generosity in the Club. I hear it about others when I
am out and about on runs or at meetings and I get to see it first hand. Both Leah
and I have had the pleasure of meeting some very nice and honest people in this
Club and some will remain friends for life. You cannot thank them enough for the
help they give, whether moral or physical.
Back to the tractor, it has now got a home under cover with young Kimberley
moving down south. Brad and Kimberley have brought a house and have gone
through the first big move of their lives, 26 ute and trailer loads were taken out on
the long journey south and by Sunday night they had settled into their new
mouse house.
I could not leave Kimberley to settle in, and made the scary phone call:
“Have you Checked the Children”
Greg Holden
President SCCA
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EDITORIAL
Amazingly, I'm still here for the fourth issue, having survived qualifying and two full races (7 + 6
laps) at FoSC's `Sounds of Glory Easter’ meeting at Mt Panorama, without incident, until a stuck
(in first) gearbox at the start of the penultimate 4 lapper on Sunday afternoon put an end to my
competing.
I would like to personally thank John and Carol Anderson who generously entertained Club
members with a BBQ and a warm fire on the cold and rainy Easter Saturday night at their home
West of Bathurst. Pity the weather was closed in, as John has a largish astronomical telescope
that I should have been very keen to see and use.
Ah well! But it was yet another failure of the tow car; on the way home, this time, that marred the
weekend. Not my own lorry, the gearbox of which again had failed miserably the fortnight
beforehand this year, as opposed to the transfer case melting just upon arrival at the track last
year. No, the rotor button in Greg Prunster's Commodore that he kindly loaned to me at the last
hour, finally and permanently shorted out the spark at about 9 pm after a very nice dinner at the
New Ivanhoe Hotel at Blackheath. Bugger!
After a two hour wait for the NRMA to arrive and diagnose the fault, with no quick and easy repair,
and another hour wait to tow it to an NRMA holding yard at Katoomba and yet another hour to tow
the race car and trailer to a Katoomba service station to be picked up at about 2 am by Jean's son,
Greg, who generously came up from Sydney with his `ute' and his mate to keep him awake! and
towed it home to Thirlmere. With no room in the `ute' for us, Jean and I waited until the first train at
4:25 am to Sydney Central and then until the first bus at 7:00 to Newtown to finally get a much
needed shower and some sleep at 7:30 am. Methinks that Ian Fleming's Goldfinger Rule is
indicating that I shouldn't go to the mountain next year!
Despite all the associated catastrophes, I had a fantastic and exciting first time racing (took 7
seconds off last year's Regularity time) at The Mountain and will never forget the experience. Mind
you, there were others, particularly the Regularity 3 group, who reportedly only got about three hot
laps in the whole weekend due to some idiots who liked to invoke red flags. See Paul Norris' event
report of the Club's representation at Bathurst elsewhere in this issue.
I think I'm finally getting the hang of composing ST, despite the lack of submitted articles to fill the
April issue. Luckily, the Web saved the day with a filler (the last page of which I shall reprint in this
issue to not disappoint the non-web'ers amongst us), and the ever annoying problem of certain
advertisements being displayed in negative by my PDF conversion software has kept me tearing
out the remainder of my hair.
I would like to draw your attention to the deliberations of the Committee in the April Meeting
Minutes here-in, and the advice in `Notices' to all members about the greening of the publishing,
printing and distribution of ST.The technology now allows you, the members, to download from the
Club's website the full colour PDF file of ST for each month well ahead of the printed version by
snail-mail delivery. It is intended that the past editions for a couple of previous years willl also be
retro mounted on the website, so that members may download them or search the site via Google
(that has a pdf file compatible search engine) with your queries.
It is also possible that the Webmaster may be able to also mount the pdf files of other related
clubs' magazines and newsletters upon our website for you to view. Reciprocation will also occur,
as long as we can be sure that they will also secure their members' access from non-paying
members (the public) getting access to a "freebee" of ST.
Happy Spriting,
Ric Forster
Editor’s Note: Please be aware that this Editor reserves the right to adjust the scope and formatting of correspondence and articles submitted for publication for the sake of brevity, space, and readability, and correct obvious spelling and grammatical inconsistencies, punctuation, and construction without, hopefully,
altering or detracting from the intent of the writer of the submissions. Mostly, MS Word does it for him…Ed
4
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NOTICES
Sprite Torque goes GREEN
Since March, we have been posting Sprite Torque to the SCCA web site.
The Sprite Torque library on the web site will grow with every edition. Every page of every edition will be
in full colour. New members will have access to old editions. All members will be able to use search engines to look for topics of interest. Members will be able to read the current edition up to a week before
the printed version arrives. Members who want a hard copy can produce it at home on their own printer.
Non-members will not have access to Sprite Torque on the web.
So now is the time for us all to be more environmentally responsible.
Let’s save a few trees and reduce our “carbon footprint”.
Do you really need a hard copy of Sprite Torque? If not, you will get the opportunity to say so with your
Membership Renewal in next month’s Magazine. Simply tick the box on the form, provide us with your
email address, and you will have access to the full colour Sprite Torque via the web site. We will email
you each month as soon as the new edition is posted to the site, to ensure you don’t miss any of the
news, gossip, or coming events.
Of course if you can’t access the Club’s web site and really must have a hard copy of Sprite Torque, we
will continue to mail it to you each month. However, it is proposed that it will revert to only black and white,
and not with a full colour jacket as it is presently.
Your Committee.

CORRESPONDENCE
Nothing, yet again, received this month.
Would you all please write some letters, articles, reports. etc and send in those photo’s so that I can fill
the empty spaces.
Articles preferred in plain text or MS Word2003.doc format and photos, either as 150 x 100 mm prints
which I can scan and return to you, or as JPEG files of 300 dpi, or between 448 x 336 pixels up to1024 x
768 pixels, or a file size from 250KB up to 1.5MB. Of course, later versions of word can be read and
higher resolution photos can be handled, but these conversions all take time.
TIA
Ed

NEW MEMBERS
Ross & Deborah Reichardt; White 1960 Bugeye.

To them, welcome, and hopefully you will get as much out of the Club as you put in (Note this Editor’s
subtle hint to solicit more articles). ;-)
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 14th April, 2009
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.45 pm
Present: 12 members as per attendance book.
Apologies: Leah Holden, J. Buchanan, K. Sly, L. Payne.
Minutes of Previous Meeting:

Moved accepted by B. Cockayne, sec. G. Holden, carried.

Business Arising: Nil other than items covered in agenda.
Treasurer’s Report: Reported by G. Wells from Email sent by L. Payne.
Opening balance
$11,537.01
Income – membership
$145.00
- club rego.
$843.06
- advertising
$195.00
$1183.06
Expenditure- postage
$146.05
- Shannons tickets $200.00
$346.05
Closing balance
$12,374.02
Unpresented cheques $770.00
Undeposited income (Motokhana) $1,753.00
Addendum from C. Dodds:
Nett profit from club registrations $152.00
Three badges sold for nett income $97.35
Secretary’s Report: G. Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
- L. Payne. Emails re Treasurer’s report, magazine & insurance costs.
- J. Buchanan. Email re CMC and Concourse.
- A. Lawlor Email re revisions to membership status.
- CAMS receipt, Competition Manual & affiliation certificate.
- Snap Printing invoice - to L. Payne.
- Brochure: Posh X Hospitality & travel packages.
Concourse: J. Buchanan asked by Email if we are having a concourse this year & if we want to use the
CMC judges, we need to book them soon.
This promoted an extensive discussion on the concourse. C. Dodds opened the discussion by commenting that he believed our constitution requires that the Club preserve the originality of the Austin
Healey Sprite.
G. Strange commented in agreement that we should have a concourse based on originality. This means
we need judges who know Sprites rather than the CMC judges who judge on presentation only.
G. Holden moved that we hold a concourse later this year, at a date to be determined.
This was carried unanimously.
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 14th April, 2009, cont.
Coming Events: Avis Fowler reported:
- The BBQ at the Gibbs’ went well. Wendy took U.S. visitors to Oran Park next day .
- FOSC at Bathurst saw many Club competitors & spectators.
- June long weekend run is to Armidale, meeting members of Queensland club. Notice in Sprite Torque.
- Xmas in July new venue still not found. Jean Haavasalu checking possible venues in Southern Highlands.
- July 19th is Brass Monkey run to Bathurst.
CAMS: Barry Cockayne reported no State meeting since February. Website has been revised but he &
others present are finding it more difficult to use.
Sprite Torque: Ric Forster reported that the April magazine was at the printers & was delayed by the
Easter break. The advertisements came out in negative again. He needs more general interest articles……members please send them in.
Membership: Annie Lawlor reported that the data from last year was not entered into the data base. This
has taken a lot of work to enter & sort. We have a number of un-financial members & these have been
Emailed or sent a letter with a renewal form advising them that this month will be their last magazine if
they do not renew.
Looking at the costs provided by the Treasurer, Annie calculated that our total costs per member is $66
p.a. against a membership fee of $60. A number of issues relating to this were referred to General Business.
Website: W. Lawlor reported that the revisions to allow Sprite Torque to be put on the web & accessed by
members are in place. He is now getting data on the site accesses which show about 160 hits per day &
this will allow him to manage the site more effectively.
We still have about 30 members without Email addresses. These & the accuracy of the current ones will
be addressed by the next membership renewal.
General Business:
- C. Dodds presented a two part motion relating to Sprite Torque distribution.
Part 1 concerned un-financial members & was already discussed & dealt with by Annie Lawlor (see previous).
Part 2 concerned the free copies we send to 21 other clubs & organisations. He proposed we send them
pdf files only.
- G. Holden said he would like to contact the other Sprite clubs before we took this action.
- B. Cockayne agreed that some need to be deleted or sent by pdf only but felt we have an obligation to
the other Sprite clubs.
- R. Reichardt commented that there is a slight risk in sending out Sprite Torque by pdf as we lose control
over the distribution.
Month 2009 Sprite Torque
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 14th April, 2009, cont.
- G. Holden proposed an amendment to part two of the motion & the amendment was voted on & carried.
The amended motion became “For the 21 clubs & other organisations to whom we mail Sprite Torque,
except the other Sprite Clubs in Australia, we include a letter stating that all future editions will be in pdf
format via email, and we ask for their email addresses. We discontinue mailing Sprite Torque after the
current edition.”
This was put to the vote & carried.
A further addendum was added that the Secretary write to all the above & advise them of this decision
by 29th April. Annie Lawlor to provide names & addresses.
- G. Strange asked in light of the costs per member quoted previously if the Treasurer has a budget allowing for this. G. Wells pointed out that the Treasurer could not put together an effective budget until the
Sprite Torque costs issue & the proposed revision of membership fees were resolved.
- Annie Lawlor then presented some information on membership structure, related costs such as CAMS &
insurance and membership fees. This was extensively debated & it was agreed that we need to revise the
membership structure & more closely define the types of membership. Annie will draft some definitions &
email to committee members for further discussion.
- B. Cockayne questioned why we carry separate public liability insurance when this is covered under
CAMS affiliation. A check of the CAMS club affiliation insurance information appears to confirm this. The
Treasurer usually renews the insurance. G. Holden will discuss this with L. Payne & see if we do need
insurance above that covered by CAMS.
- C. Dodds asked if we can check on the Club Constitution re the concourse & related issues discussed
above. None present had a copy. The rules were distributed about 2 years ago but not the Constitution.
G. Holden to check with D. Lawrence if we have a copy in the library. G. Wells to check the Secretary archives.
- C. Dodds presented a document headed “Sprite Torque goes Green” for inclusion in the May edition.
This was discussed & a modification was made to the last paragraph.
G. Holden will contact the advertisers re this proposal.

Meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.
Next General Meeting: Tuesday, May 12th, Parramatta RSL Club at 7:30pm.
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EVENT REPORT
BATHURST BBQ PHOTO’S

Our hosts and photographers,
John and Carol Anderson

Pauline and Paul,

Elise, Avis, Greg, and Leah
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EVENT REPORT
BATHURST BBQ PHOTO’S

Denis, his son and girlfriend

Steve Shepard
and Bob Rowntree, with Basil Best,

and Jeannie and Ric
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SOCIAL REPORT
April 2009

April may have appeared a fairly quiet month for some but it was full on for many of those making
the trip to Bathurst at Easter.
On the 3rd of April, a group of us attended the BBQ Wendy and Ian Gibbs put on for their friends
from America, fellow Healey drivers. It was great social night with friends. Thank you to June
(Wendy’s mum, who yet again opened up her home as she has done many times over the years)
Who went? Greg Prunster, Ric Forster, Jean Haavasalu, Avis Fowler, Greg and Leah Holden,
Colin and Carl Dodds, Steve Dive, Clare Gibbs and Ben, Scott Gibbs, Dave Mann, Alex Bratovic,
Bert and Gwen Langford, Joe Armour.
The next day BBB Racing (the team name for the MGB of Peter Bennett) went out to Oran Park
for some private practice / set up before Bathurst. Wendy and Ian brought Bob and Pat, Bob and
Jean (the Americans) out to have a look before heading off on their way to Adelaide and Perth in
the Sprites. I’m sure Wendy will send in articles about their adventures. In Jean’s words “That car
is hauling ass”.
On Sunday the 5th of April the club ran a round of the State Motokhana Championship. Although
we actually didn’t have any competitors from our club, it was actually a good social day amongst
club members. Several newer members made the trip out to Quakers Hill to join in and meet
other members. It was a great day with camaraderie the big winner. As a footnote to the motokhana, a friend from the Mini Car Club spoke to me at the HSRCA event several weeks later to
compliment the Sprite Club on how welcome he was made to feel at the motokhana. He had
come out to help on the day and thoroughly enjoyed himself, said how much the members did to
make him feel part of the group: “What would he like to do, has he had enough to eat, would you
like another drink?”
Next was Bathurst.
I know there are a number of articles being written about who did what and how fast they were.
From a social point of view, we had a large group of members there at some point over the
weekend.
Thank you to John and Carol Anderson who put on a BBQ at their home for us. Several took up
the offer with us having a relaxed evening in front of a fire. Who went? Ric Forster and Jean,
Paul Norris and Pauline Hughes, Denis and Basil Best, Denis’ son and girlfriend, Bob Rowntree,
Steve Shepard, Greg and Leah Holden, Avis and Elise. Unfortunately, Phil and Paul Cuthbert
missed the start and made do with takeaways.
There was also a function held at the track with several members attending that. Colin Dodds,
Robert and Sharon Allen, Allan and Di Bryson.
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SOCIAL REPORT, cont.

Who went to Bathurst? Colin Dodds, Robert and Sharon Allen, Allan and Di Bryson, Ric Forster
and Jean Haavasalu, Barry and Beryle Taylor, John Anderson, Warren and Annie Lawlor, Glen,
Leisa, Brayden and Mitchell Taylor, Barry Cockayne and Kerry, Robert Byrnes, Milton Legge,
Allan and Di Bryson, Kate and Dave Lawrence, Paul and Phil Cuthbert, Bruce Miles and Sarah,
Paul Norris and Pauline Hughes, Denis and Basil Best, Greg and Leah Holden, Don Bartley and
family, Greg Prunster, Peter and Helen Meyers, Damien Meyers, Dave Nichols, Robert Rochlin,
Peter Mohasci, Brian Weston, Tony and Judith Dorrell, Roland McIntosh, Bob Rowntree, Peter
and Sue Brice, Allan Taylor, Stewart and Neil Blaney, Joe Armour. There were many more and I
can’t remember everyone, so please accept my apologies.
Coming Events
June
6,7,8th Queens Birthday long weekend to Armidale. Please contact Greg Holden for more information.
Sunday 21st Sprite drive to St Albans Pub. Meet the Old Tollgates at Berowra 9.30am. Heading
via Mangrove Mountain to St Albans with a pit stop at Spencer.
Friday 26th Sprite Drive. Lunch in the Highlands. Meet at 10:00am, Depart 11:00am. Old Wollongong Lighthouse (Wollongong Harbour – near fishing boats).
Contact: Keith Smith: (02) 44285 2056 mobile 4218 627 889
July
Saturday 4th Christmas in July
Sunday 19th Brass Monkey Run. The annual breakfast run is on again. Leaving M4 Service centre at
Eastern Creek (Westbound) at 6.00AM SHARP heading to Bathurst RSL Club. Tickets must be prepurchased . I have ordered 10 tickets to start with and they will be available at social runs and by ringing
me. Cost is $16.00 per person (4-12 yr is $10). This is a great run is brisk conditions.
August
14, 15, 16th Weekend away to the mid North Coast. Allan and Di Bryson have kindly offered to host us
for the weekend. We will book accommodation in Tuncurry for those wanting motel rooms. The alternative
is camping at the Bryson’s. The current itinerary is to head north on the Friday afternoon so that we can
have a day out on the Saturday (organised by Allan & Di), a BBQ at the Bryson’s on the Saturday evening
with a casual drive home via the old roads on the Sunday. Please let me know if you would like to attend.
I will advise cost ASAP on booking the Motel.
Sunday 23rd Shannons Display Day at Eastern Creek
September Sunday 13th Sprite Drive TBA
October 3, 4, 5th Long weekend to the Dubbo area with a visit to the zoo. Again please let me know if
you are interested.

Avis
Month 2009 Sprite Torque
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COMING SOCIAL EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009
JUNE

JULY

Saturday 6,7, 8th

Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend Run to Armidale The
Queenslanders would like to have a get together and have
suggested meeting halfway. Greg Holden is currently organizing
accommodation in the Armidale area. Please would you call Greg to
let him know if you are interested in attending.

Sunday 21st

Sprite Drive to St Albans Pub. Meet 9.30am the Old Tollgates at
Berowra. Heading via Mangrove Mountain to St Albans with a pit
stop at Spencer.

Friday 26th

Sprite Drive. Lunch in the Highlands. Meet 10:00am, Depart
11:00am. Old Wollongong Lighthouse (Wollongong Harbour – near
fishing boats).
Contact: Keith Smith: (02) 44285 2056 mobile: 4218 627 889

Saturday 4th

Christmas in July To be confirmed before advertising a date.

Sunday 19th

AUGUST

Friday 14,15,16th

Sunday 23rd
SEPTEMBER Sunday 13th
OCTOBER

3,4,5th Long
Weekend

Brass Monkey Run. The annual breakfast run is on again. Leaving
M4 Service centre at Eastern Creek (Westbound) at 6.00AM
SHARP heading to Bathurst RSL Club. Tickets must be prepurchased. I have ordered 10 tickets to start with and they will be
available at social runs and by ringing me. Cost is $16.00 per
person (4-12 yr is $10). This is a great run is brisk conditions.
Weekend away to the mid North Coast. Allan and Di Bryson have
kindly offered to host us for the weekend. We will book
accommodation in Tuncurry for those wanting motel rooms. The
alternative is camping at the Bryson’s. The current itinerary is to
head north on the Friday afternoon so that we can have a day out
on the Saturday (organised by Allan & Di), a BBQ at the Bryson’s on
the Saturday evening with a casual drive home via the old roads on
the Sunday. Please let me know if you would like to attend. I will
advise cost ASAP on booking the Motel.
Shannons Display Day at Eastern Creek
Sprite Drive TBA
Sprite Drive to Dubbo. We are looking at arranging a weekend in
the Dubbo area and visiting the Zoo etc. Again expression of
interest would be nice to see if there is enough interest to book
accommodation etc.

NOVEMBER

TBA

DECEMBER

TBA

AGM & Club Christmas Party

Avis
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COMING COMPETITION EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009
MONTH DATE

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

23
30,31
30,31

EVENT

CSCA/Jaguars Driver’s Club of Aust Eastern Creek
Austin-7 Club Historic Motor Festival Winton Short
CAMS State Championship
Oran Park

SuperSprint-R3
Historics
Championship

CAMS NSW C’ship/GSCC

Hillclimb-R5

10
14
14
20,21
20,21
27,28

GEAR 10th Anniversary
CSCA/MG Car Club of NSW
Westlakes Auto Club
ARDC Sports Car Carnival
CAMS State Championship
HSRCA Historic

4,5
25,26
25,26
26

CAMS State Championship
FoSC Winter Invitation
HRCC Annual Historic Queensland
Westlakes Auto Club

Eastern Creek
Oran Park GP
Morgan Park
Awaba

Championship
Historic Sports
Historics
Motokhana

CSCA/Austin Healey Owners Club
CSCA/Austin Healey Owners Club

Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park

CAMS NSW C’ship /MGCCN

Ringwood, Raymond
Trce

SuperSprint-R5
All British Meet
Hillclimb-R6

Mini Car Club
Morgan Owners Club of Aust

Nirimba
Eastern Creek

Motokhana
SuperSprint-R6

CAMS State Championship
Hills District Car Club
HSRCA Historic
MGCC General Motokhana

Wakefield Park
Nirimba
Wakefield Park

CAMS NSW C’ship /MLMSC

Wootton Way,
Bulahdelah

Championship
Motokhana
Historics
Motokhana
Hillclimb-R7

3,4
4

Australian Historic Motor Festival
CAMS NSW C’ship /MGCCN

Winton Long
King Edward Park,
Newcastle

Historics

14
15
17
18
25
30,31,1Nov
31, 1Nov

Golden Era Auto Racing (GEAR)
GEAR, Second GEAR
CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners Club
CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners Club
Volkswagen Club
FoSC Spring Invitation
CAMS State Championship

Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park
Nirimba
Wakefield Park
Oran Park

Historic
Historic
Training Day
SuperSprint-R7
Motokhana
Historic Sports
Championship

7
7
28,29

Sprite Car Club of Aust
VHRR Historic Sandown
HSRCA Historic

Oran Park S
Sandown
Eastern Creek

SuperSprint-R8
Historics
Historics

1
2
2

SEPTEMBER 12,13
13
19,20
20
20

NOVEMBER

VENUE

Mountainview,
Grafton
Wakefield Park
Oran Park GP
Awaba
Eastern Creek
Eastern Creek
Oran Park

7

16
22

OCTOBER

PROMOTER

Historics
SuperSprint-R4
Motokhana
National Race
Championship
Historics

Hillclimb-R7

DECEMBER
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COMPETITION REPORT APRIL 2009

Bathurst 2009
FOSC “Sounds of Glory” Meeting at Mt Panorama, 10, 11, &12 April
Well Bathurst has come and gone again for another year, and this year we had 20 competitors to
keep track of, most from our club and a few from interstate in their Sprites and Midgets. Unfortunately, I was asked quite late to write an article on the event which meant I had very little time to
gather any details…so here is what I’ve been able to piece together.
The weather threatened to get a little nasty on Friday for practice, however by the time qualifying
came around the track had dried enough for the entire entry list to post some creditable times,
which can be seen in the following table, you can see the difference between a dryish track for
qualifying and the wet track for most of the remaining events, by the extended times.
Saturday unfortunately had the skies open up on us and caused havoc for the organisers as
there were close to 40 separate incidents around the track affecting every event, all had to be
cleared before we could continue with the next event, this meant that some competitors did not
see the track on Saturday at all, very disappointing but unavoidable for those who had to sit out
the day.
Saturday night several of us met at the tourist information centre in downtown Bathurst to take up
the kind offer from local members John and Carol Anderson to host a BBQ for us, although the
rain was still falling some 12 of us headed out behind John some 17 km west of Bathurst to a delightful setting at the Anderson’s property. Greg and Leah Holden had made the trip out earlier
and brought the meat with them. Attendees were Greg and Leah, Avis and Elise, Ric and Jean,
Denis Best and his dad Basil, Denis’ son and girlfriend, Bob Rowntree, Steve Shepard from the
Healey Club, and Pauline and myself, our thanks to the Andersons for their kind country hospitality,............. and the rain kept falling all night.
Sunday showed some promise of fine weather but alas we were lured into a false sense of optimism as it wasn’t long before the sky was damping down the track again.
The programme was so far behind that the organisers cancelled 9 events from the Sunday timetable and extended the laps for the remaining events which effectively cut the downtime between
the programmed events and gave the competitors an equivalent amount of laps, ultimately a well
thought out move.
As far as my sources go, we had no real dramas with our cars, I noted several members undertaking various maintenance tasks throughout the weekend and apart from our new ‘Spin Doctor’
Barry Cockayne’s spectacular 360 at the bottom of the chase (undertaken in 2 x 180 degree increments, and witnessed by Avis) no one had any nasties to report except for Ric and Jean and
their nightmare trip home which you can read about elsewhere.
Competitors and their results as follows: e/p/t = event #/position/ best time, Regularity positions
are based on points and not actual event finish position, however I have shown best times for a
point of consistency.
16
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COMPETITION REPORT APRIL 2009, cont.

Bathurst 2009, cont.
Historic Sports and Touring Cars under 2 Litre
Name

car

e/p/t

e/p/t

e/p/t

e/p/t

75

71 Midget

Q8/ 8/ 2.59

8/ 4/ 2.55

17/ 3/ 2.56

34/ 4/ 2.56

Bruce Miles

191

69 Midget

Q8/ 13/ 3.02

8/ 10/ 2.58

17/ 10/ 2.59

Don Bartley

43

66 Sprite

Q8/ 18/ 3.05

8/ 14/ 3.06

17/ 9/ 3.00

34/ 9/ 3.00

Rob Rochlin

18

68 Midget

Q8/ 20/ 3.06

8/ 18/ 3.06

17/ 14/ 3.03

34/ 16/ 3.27

Dennis Best

71

Lenham LM

Q8/ 21/ 3.06 8/ 17/ 3.03

17/ 11/ 3.01

34/ 14/ 3.05

Ric Forster

61

69 Midget

Q8/ 27/ 3.11 8/ 25/ 3.11

17/ 19/ 3.05

Paul Cuthbert

143

60 Sprite

Q8/ 37/ 3.21 8/ 33/ 3.20

17/ 28/ 3.22

Dave Nichols

170

70 Midget

Q8/ 41/ 3.29 8/dnf/ 3.34

17/ 32/ 3.40

e/p/t

e/p/t

Brian Weston

No.

Marque / Production Sports
Name

No.

Car

e/p/t

e/p/t

Glen Taylor

19

74 MGBGTV8 Q9/ 1/ 2.28 9/ 1/ 2.56

18/ 1/ 2.26

Damien Meyer

13

63 Midget

Q9/ 10/ 2.41 9/ 6/ 2.55

18/dnf/ 2.58

Roland McIntosh

11

62 Midget

Q9/ 29/ 2.58 9/ 29/ 3.18

18/ 20/ 2.55

Peter Brice

155

63 Midget

Q9/ 31/ 2.58 9/ 28/ 3.25

18/ 21/ 2.58

35/ 11/ 3.00

Colin Dodds

119

63 Midget

Q9/ 36/ 2.59 9/ 32/ 3.29

18/ 23/ 2.58

35 / 13/ 3.00

e/p/t

e/p/t
29/ 20/ 3.12

Regularity 1, 2 and 3
Name

No.

Car

e/p/t

e/p/t

Paul Norris

117

89 RX7

Q3/ 23/ 2.56

3/ 18/ 3.15

12/ 18/ 3.15

Tony Dorrell

128

73 Fiat 128

Q5/dns/ ----

5/ 47/ 3.29

14/ 45/ 3.25

63 Midget

Q5/ 1/ 3.07

5/ ---/ 3.10

14/ ---/ ----

Simon Gardener

5

Barry Cockayne

151

59 Sprite

Q7/ 18/ 3.23 16/ 26/3.24

33/ 14/ 3.24

26

66 Midget

Q7/ 29/ 3.28 16/ 6/3.23

33/ 25/ 3.27

64 Mini

Q7/ 41/ 3.37 16/ 23/3.33

33/ 8/ 3.36
33/ 30/ 3.20

Peter Mohasci
Rob Byrnes

5

Sue Brice

155

63 Midget

Q7/ 23/ 3.24 16/ 3/3.20

Dave Lawrence

143

AH 100/4

Q7/ 53/ 4.15 16/ 5/ 4.11
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COMPETITION REPORT APRIL 2009, cont.
Members, family and friends that braved the conditions are as follows E&OE:
Don Bartley, Dennis & Basil Best, Peter & Sue Brice (Vic), Rob Byrnes, Barry Cockayne & friend
Kerry, Paul & Phil Cuthbert (Qld), Colin Dodds, Tony & Judith Dorrell, Ric Forster & Jean, Simon
Gardener (Vic), Dave & Kate Lawrence, Roland McIntosh, Damien Meyer, Bruce Miles, Peter
Mohasci, Dave Nicholls, Rob Rochlin, Allan Taylor, Glen Taylor, Brian Weston & Wife (ACT),
Avis Fowler & Elise, Warren & Annie Lawler, Bob Rowntree, Barry & Beryl Taylor, Pauline
McHugh & Paul Norris and last but not least Greg Prunster who spent the weekend as he most
always does, helping out officiating, and Alan and Di Bryson flagging at the Finish Line.
All in all from my perspective, although the weather was less than enjoyable the experience of
driving the mountain in the wet is one that I will remember for years to come (particularly because I caught most of it from my mounted movie camera), ”Long live Mt Panorama”.
Paul Norris

LATE BREAKING NEWS
HSRCA Autumn Historic Meeting at Eastern Creek April 2nd & 3rd.
Damien Meyer and I in my 1969 MG Midget Mk III came 16th outright (FL = 1:58.74) after starting 32nd on the grid in the 25 lap Endurance Driver Change Race on Saturday afternoon, earning us 2nd in Class Sb for the Ken Ward Memorial Group S Production Sports Car Trophy. Steve
Shepard and Spud Spruyt were 7th outright (FL = 1:53.76) and came first in Class Sb in Steve’s
1963 MGB. There were only Porsche 911s, Alfa Romeos and a Datsun 280Z between them and
us, all Class Sc. I must say that the weekend was most rewarding for me for that result, improving my own best time here significantly, and later to be only three seconds behind Damien.
Other SCCA members competing were Don Bartley and Harry Bargwanna came 19th outright
(FL = 1:55.27), Rob Rochlin and Peter Mohasci finished 20th outright (FL = 2:00.16), and Denis
Best and Bob Rowntree DNF (FL = 1:57.52) because Denis’ Lenham Le Mans sadly speared
into the wall after hitting oil on the track out of turn 1 on lap 12 just after Denis took the helm.
As you can see from the finishing order, that fastest lap time succumbs to the overall average lap
times.
On Sunday I had a rear axle seal let go, but managed to get it fixed for the last race, Don Bartley
had fuel delivery problems in the morning but resolved it for the afternoon race, and Rob Rochlin
went home early disappointed with his Khumo tyres. There were only 23 starters out of 36 for the
last Group S race.
Ric.
18

Month 2009 Sprite Torque

COMPETITION REPORT APRIL 2009 photos.

Garage 14 at Bathurst with Sue & Peter Brice’s, Brian Weston’s, Peter Mohasci’s, Ric Forster’s Midgets, and Rob Rochlin in his.
Month 2009 Sprite Torque
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COMPETITION REPORT APRIL 2009 photos.
Photos by
Ric Forster

The Dummy Grid with the
`Sounds of Glory’ lining
up.

The `Sounds of Glory’ field
lined up Le Mans start style
ready to launch. Denis is in
there eighth from this end.

Greg Prunster advising
Peter Mohasci that he
really can’t afford this,
but he’s doing it anyhow

20
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COMPETITION REPORT APRIL 2009 photos.
A Sprocket of Spridgets!
Photos by Paul Norris

Barry Cockayne with his bugeye and friend Gerry

Collin Dodds’ Midget

Don Bartley’s Sprite

Paul Cuthbert with his `Yellow Budgie’ Sprite

Bruce Miles’ Midget

Denis Best’s Lenham Le Mans Sprite

Peter Mohasci with his Midget

Roland McIntosh’ with his Midget

Month 2009 Sprite Torque
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COMPETITION REPORT APRIL 2009 photos.
And a chain of even more !
Photos by Paul Norris

Rob Rochlin’ with his Sprite

Ric Forster’s Midget with scarecrow

Brian Weston’s Midget

Roland McIntosh’s Midget

Greg Prunster and Damien Meyer’s Midget

Dave Nichol’s Midget

Simon Gardiner’s Midget

Peter & Sue Brice’s Midget
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A PROJECT, cont.
AUSTIN-HEALEYS RETURN TO BONNEVILLE
Photos & comments submitted by Patrick Quinn

Q.

Sure there were a few parts left of the original Endurance car, but where did you start?

“We started with a new chassis which in itself was interesting. The original SPL227 was one of
the Special Test Cars with not only a seamless chassis but also there were no pressings in the
subframes.”
Q.

Well that’s about the Endurance car, how come you decided to reconstruct the Streamliner as well?

“I had gone to England to assist Wiet is buying some parts when the idea of returning to Bonneville came up, and it just seemed like a logical step to also reconstruct the 100S Streamliner that
was built to attack outright speed records for its class. After all both cars were there in 1954 so I
decided there and then to do it and also that I would take it on myself.”
“Wiet had been communicating with Gerry Coker and mentioned the idea of the Streamliner to
him. To start the ball rolling after talking to Gerry Wiet provided scaled drawings from publicity
photos of the Streamliner that had not appeared in any of the books published over the years.”
Q.

Like the Endurance car did you start with a new chassis?

“Yes we did, but it was different. Remember the original Streamliner was built at the end of 1953
while the Endurance car was built in early 1953. This meant that it had the normal chassis complete with seams and 100S strengthening gussets along with alloy subframes. So that’s how it’s
been made and within the body we used some leftover panels from another 100S restoration
from a few years back. It just seemed appropriate to add those pieces to the car.”
“However as anyone would know the body for the Streamliner is a little different so we needed
the assistance of an expert coachbuilder. That’s how I made contact with Englishman Paul Jenkins who was happy to enjoy an working holiday in Australia while building the Streamliner’s
body as well as passing on his skills to son David. From start to finish it took 8 weeks to build the
body of the Streamliner.”
Q.

Where are you up to with both the cars?

“With the Endurance car entered in the historic races at Phillip Island in mid March all our attention has now turned to that. So we have just over two-months to have it finished, tested and
ready for the circuit. Right now David is making the hard metal tonneau for the Endurance car
and I’m working on the engines. Both will be fitted with 100 engines suitably modified to take the
original angle faced alloy cylinder heads. The Endurance car will also be fitted with the David
Brown S430 4-speed gearbox along with the original left hand drive bellhousing that Wiet bought.
Like in 1954 the Streamliner will receive a 5-speed David Brown gearbox.
It’s early January 2009 and work on both the Endurance and Streamliner Austin-Healeys is moving ahead with some pace.
The aim? To return to the salt in Bonneville in September 2009 and with straight line trials recreate the record attempts of 1954.
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A PROJECT, cont.
AUSTIN-HEALEYS RETURN TO BONNEVILLE
Photos & comments submitted by Patrick Quinn

The reconstructed Streamliner in the foreground with the
Endurance Car behind.

The site address is:- www.healeysreturntobonneville.com
For media information please contact:
Patrick Quinn
Sydney, Australia
publicity@healeysreturntobonneville.com
+61 417 673 065
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THE BUGEYE BARN
AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE & MG MIDGET SPECIALISTS “Talk to someone who
cares”
NEW PARTS FOR ALL MODELS
MECHANICAL – BODY – TRIM – ELECTRICAL – BADGES – GLASS & CHROME – SOFTOPS – RUBBER

RECONDITIONED SERVICES
WISHBONES – DAMPERS – CARBURETTORS – GEARBOXES – GAUGES – ENGINES

USED PARTS
CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGE OF SERVICEABLE USED ITEMS
SPECIALISING IN HARD TO GET BITS – WE SOURCE WORLD WIDE

REPAIRS
ANYTHING FROM A HEADLIGHT GLOBE TO A FULL RESTORATION

COMPETITION AND PERFORMANCE
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESS IN HISTORIC RACING AND TARGA
STYLE RALLIES. THE PARTS WE USE ARE THE ONES WE SELL.
AUSTRALIA WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE
Ask for our FREE CATALOGUE

TONY BENNETTO
PO BOX 47
UPPER FERNTREE GULLY 3156
Phone: 03 9758 8669 (& keep trying)
Month 2009 Sprite Torque
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Bob Rowntree Automotive
Sprite, Midget,
MGB, MGA

Creek Corner Warwick Farm 1967

Bringing you 40 years of Sprite
Service specialising in
 Precision engine building
 Gearbox overhauls
 Suspension rectification
 Front frame strengthening
 Diff housing rebuilding
 SU carb rebuilding
 Engine tuning
 Motorsport preparation
2 Kathleen Place, Thirlmere NSW 2572
Ph - 4683 0618, Mob - 0402 216 149

MVRIC licensed. IAME No 92429
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TORQUE TRADER
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers,
just email or phone the Editor of Sprite Torque.

THIS MONTH
FOR SALE

$19,500.00 O.N.O

1960 AUSTIN HEALEY BUGEYE SPRITE.
16,000 Miles since
bare metal re-build.
All new rubber.
New Colin Dodds
built 1100cc motor,
only 100 miles on
it.1275 head,
45DCOE Webber,
Header exhaust,
metal bonnet, new springs, clutch, ribbed gearbox, rear
drums, tires, wet weather gear including tonneau cover.
Phone/Fax Andy (02) 4871 2253. Mob 0409 746 386.
e-mail: shandyw5@bigpond.com

FOR SALE
1275cc MG Midget engine, balanced and freshly rebuilt,
includes new clutch kit, from $3600 + GST. No exchange
necessary.
Can be modified for higher performance at additional cost.
Email: Colin@SpriteParts.com.au or phone: 0414 789 263

WANTED
Wanted to purchase; a cheap MkII or MkIII or MG Midget
vehicle with "not so good panels", but good mechanically.
Contact Terry Toomey
0408 232 372
terrytoomey@ihug.com.au

LAST MONTH
FOR SALE:
1960 Austin Healey Bugeye Sprite (Gp Sa Race / Road Car) Gp Sa Bugeye Sprite. CAMS Logbook. Body VG condition.
Not perfect with normal racecar blemishes. Front hinged steel bonnet. CAMS approved ROPS. New 4.2 LSD. Recon
smoothcase gearbox with 1500 internals. Dyno'd 90 BHP Colin Dodds 998. 1.5" SU and extractors. Minitor (Minilight)
wheels. Yoko 048 tyres (2 x brand new). New brake and suspension on all corners. Full SA road registration. Sparco Sprint
seat and suede steering wheel. Willans Harness. Aero screens and full windscreen supplied. Selected spares package.
A solid car with the potential to perform well. I have owned for a year but have had limited chances to use the car. I am now
moving overseas with work and have to sell it on. A significant amount of money has gone into this car with all the best components in line with Sa regulations. All receipts and paperwork supplied to buyer.
$20,000 ONO but the car has to go, so happy to listen to offers.
Contact details are as listed below.
Paul and Julie McKay h: 08-8389 5139 w: 08-8393 3041 m: 0429 419 144 e: jpmckay@bigpond.com
Editor’s Note: I think the following photos are of the above vehicle for sale; my apols for their absence last issue.

Sprite TT911 at Wakefield 20-03-09-0
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Sprite TT911-at Wakefield 20-03-09-1
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THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
INC.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL
MEMBER DETAILS
Are you a new member? If No

Membership Number:

If Yes How did you find out about us?
Full Name
Address
Suburb
Telephone:

State
Home

Postcode

Work

Email

Mob

Occupation

DOUBLE MEMBERSHIPS
Partners Full Name
Partners Membership Number
SPRITE/MIDGET DETAILS
Type of Car

Year

Registration No.
YOUR MOTORING INTERESTS

Colour

Condition of Car
Social

PAYMENT
My payment is $
Signature

Competition

Restoration

By Cash / Cheque
Date

MEMBERSHIP FEES
12 month membership (expires 30th June):

Family
Junior (12-17 yrs)

$60.00
$10.00

Please contact the Membership Secretary to confirm pro-rata subscription to 30th June common expiry date
Please post completed form and cheque to:

S.C.C.A. Membership
PO Box 696
Kingswood NSW 2747

MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT RECEIPT
Receipt No.: ___________
Name: ______________________________________
Amount Received $ ______________

Membership No.: ___________

by cash / cheque

Received with thanks _____________________________ Membership Secretary
The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc.
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Order your Regalia now
0418 286 831 or visit http://spriteclub.com/regalia.html
Mens & Ladies BIZTECH™ Evolution Jacket
Outer : 100% Coated Micro fibre Shell.
Lining: 100% Polyester Mesh + Polyester Taffeta. BIZTECH™
technology .
Waterproof Rating: 1,000mm inner membrane.
Breath ability Rating: 1,000g/m2. Fully seam sealed. Windproof.
Wind flap chin guard with stand up collar. Inside elastic closure for
wind/snow protection. Two-Way front zip with movable sliders. Outer
chest zippered vertical pocket with MP3 Player access from inside.
Concealed underarm zippered air vent. Two flap zippered front
pockets with metal puller. Adjustable Velcro rubber cuff closures.
Open inside right breast pocket, zippered inside left breast pocket.
Zipper access for embroidery

Colour

Black & Graphite

Nautical Blue & Navy

Polo Shirts
Mens & Ladies
Scarfs & Hats
Baseball Caps
Moto Shirts
Polar Fleece

$35
$15
$20
$55
$45

Stadium Red & Black

These jackets will have two logos.

THESE JACKETS WILL BE ORDERED AS REQUIRED AND WILL BE A PRE-PAID ITEM.
$100.00 each
(There will be a cut off date for ordering these jackets as we need to order in reasonable numbers to get the best price,
so contact the regalia team immediately).

