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 THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC. 
ABN: 62879038-526 

 
 

Club Patron: John Sprinzel 

Committee 2009 
President:  
Greg Holden  
0418 286 831  
president@spriteclub.com 
 
Vice President:  
Keven Sly  
(02) 9604 2010  
vicepresident@spriteclub.com 
 
Treasurer:  
Les Payne 
0416 020 466 
treasurer@spriteclub.com 
 
Secretary:  
Graham Wells  
(02) 9654 1344  
secretary@spriteclub.com 
 
Membership Secretary:  
Annie Lawlor  
0416 020 466 
membership@spriteclub.com 
 
Social Director: 
Avis Fowler  
02 47293726 
social@spriteclub.com 
 
Magazine Editor:  
Ric Forster 
0409 225 613 
editor@spriteclub.com 
 
Competition Captain &  
CSCA Delegate:  
Paul Orton  
0408 488 767 
competition@spriteclub.com 
 
Registrar & Club Plates:  
Colin Dodds  
0414 789 263 
registrar@spriteclub.com 
 
Regalia:  
Leah Holden 
0418 286 831 
president@spriteclub.com 
 
Club Web Site:  
Warren & Annie Lawlor 
0421 783 985 
spriteclub@spriteclub.com 
 
Cams Delegate: 
Barry Cockayne 
0427 066 878 
 
Librarian:  
David Lawrence 
(02) 9810 8982 
 
Club Point Score: 
Greg Holden  0418 286 831 
 
General Committee: 
Greg Strange (02) 9909 8607 

PLEASE NOTE:  These are all honorary positions undertaken by private individuals in their 
spare time. Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to call you 
back at a time more convenient to themselves.  
The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of  
articles, correspondence, opinion or advertisements contained herein.  

All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to:      
 S.C.C.A.  
 P.O. Box 696  
 Kingswood NSW 2747 
Magazine contributions to:  editor@spriteclub.com 
(Magazine contributions close 20th of each month)                 
General meetings are held at:           Parramatta RSL 
Start time: 7.30pm - Bistro Area)       2 Macquarie Street 
(2nd Tuesday of each month)          Parramatta NSW 2150 
SCCA Web Site:  www.spriteclub.com 
SCCA Email list: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-aus/ 
A Membership Application is available at: www.spriteclub.com/general.html 

Marque Mentors: 
Mk1 Sprite  Bert Langford  (02) 9982 2293  
   Colin Dodds  0414 789 263  
Mk2 Sprite   Neil Scott  0409 326 021  
Mk3 Sprite   Greg Strange  (02) 9909 8607  
   Keven Sly   (02) 9604 2010  
1500 Midget  Greg Coonan  (02) 4257 1307  

Sprite Torque is available in full colour to all SCCA Members.  Go to the SCCA Website, 
click on the Members Only link, enter your username and password. 

A beautiful nose in the sun at Jen’s Café on the September Sprite Run Photo: Ric Forster 
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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 

As most would know, the last couple of months have been very busy in the Holden house, Kimberley and 
Brad’s wedding went very well, with fine weather gracing us all day. The party after was a cracker, and all 
had a good time, and it is nice to celebrate it with good friends and family. 

It capped off a month of parties which had started with a house warming for Mike and a mate who have 
flatted together followed by a 21st Birthday party for the boy, for which I was slightly inebriated at both. 
The next weekend saw us at the Lowenbrau in town for a bucks’ night, all of which was backed up with 
several footy games in the corporate box at the SFS. 

Indeed all good fun. 

While all of this was happening we have been working with the committee on many aspects of the SCCA. 
The magazine has changed and to date we have reduced our subscriptions for the printed mag consid-
erably. Please let us know if you want to go to an electronic magazine and we can change it for you.  

Talking electronic, Warren has been doing a great job with the Web site and also the information being 
sent to members electronically. It is a better way to communicate and much faster if things change. 

I was talking to several sponsors over the last few weeks and I was pleased to hear their commitment to 
the Sprite Car Club of Australia and also their passion for our cars and the Marque. Sure, they’re in busi-
ness to make money, but they are also in the business because they love it. So when you are next look-
ing for that illusive part, give them a call and support our sponsors. Our lives would be harder without 
them on our side. 

You’ve all read and heard stories about me and my love with Fergie, well for the last couple of weeks I 
have had a Bobcat to play with and it has been scary fun. Firstly, I was told by Mike’s boss that you can 
not roll it, and then after a very frightening out-of-seat safety bar raised, head on windscreen two wheeled 
ride, I had developed a far greater respect for the thing. 

I can give you a tip, always check the diesel level and do not do things because you have a spare hour of 
so the night before the wedding. 

I had run out of diesel in the Bobcat and was home alone. Leah and Kimberley were running around doing 
wedding stuff. No big deal, go up the road and get some more…  

However, the toughest part was getting out of a secure cab with the hydraulics not moving. 

I will tell you all about it at a pub one day. 

 

What to remember — 

2010 Challenge next Easter at Goulburn and Crookwell. 

Put it in your calendar. 
Greg Holden 

President 
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 EDITORIAL 
 

 

There is not that much to report this month other than, apart from the regular departments including espe-
cially the notices for coming major Club events, the noticeable paucity of articles being submitted for pub-
lication by members; excepting of course in this instant, thankfully, Brian Weston, even though he alleges 
that I nailed him to the wall for his! 

I have put it to the Committee that perhaps we should instigate a rule, similar to other clubs that minimize 
or don’t have this problem, that the last person/vehicle to turn up at the meeting point for a Club Social run 
(or even a helper for a competition event!), is duty bound to write the report for that event. This not only 
encourages promptness, but they are usually the person who has the most adventure, or possibly suf-
fered the greatest misadventure, getting there, and hence has the most to write about…At least they will 
have a greater incentive to be on time or earlier, the next time. 

Having mooted the idea when I came into this office that we should have an appropriately published con-
voy procedure for Club runs, I’m glad to see progress with development of this, which when completed 
and approved by your Committee, will be published in the magazine, the web site, and presumably on the 
back of any trip notes and maps printed for the participants. This will also hopefully avoid some of the 
frustration, and misunderstandings, of what one should do to make life more pleasant for the `other’ par-
ticipants and less stressful for the “Leader” and “Tail-end Charlie”, not to mention the “Organiser” who has 
gone to so much trouble to plan and execute the event.  

As we all know, incidents and breakdowns do occur, and some can’t resist halting for a photo opportunity, 
food, or an urgent comfort stop, which may not be convenient for, nor should inconvenience, the rest, out-
side of the scheduled stops. Planning, Preparation, Principal (Leader, etc), Punctuality, Procedure, Posi-
tion, Pressing-on, and Parlay (good communication; not prattle!) by all Participants should alleviate any 
frustration and make a well run and enjoyable day/event for everyone. 

I participated in HRSCA’s Winter Historic at Wakefield Park in September (see my Competition Report) 
and once again improved my previous best time there, so am happy with the result, despite being in the 
rear of the pack of mostly Group Sc cars. Other than one spin whilst trying too hard on very worn tyres, 
and a broken throttle cable which was quickly replaced after being towed in, I had a good and incident 
free weekend. The Group Sb/Sc/T category appeared to be the biggest of any of the noticeably smaller 
entries during the weekend, probably due to the plethora of 
meetings this year having stretched most pockets to the 
point of only entering one’s favoured meeting. I know that 
this poor old pensioner can’t afford all the events that he 
would like to enter. 

Hope you are enjoying the magazine, especially the full col-
our version on the Club’s website, and anticipating seeing 
you all at the AGM and Christmas Party in December. 

Happy Spridgeting, 

Ric Forster 

Editor’s Note: Please be aware that this Editor reserves the right to adjust the scope and formatting of cor-
respondence and articles submitted for publication for the sake of brevity, space, and readability, and cor-
rect obvious spelling and grammatical inconsistencies, punctuation, and construction without, hopefully, 
altering or detracting from the intent of the writer of the submissions. Mostly, MS Word does it for him! Ed 

Articles are preferred to be submitted in plain text or MS Word2003.doc format, and photos, either as 150 
x 100 mm prints which I can scan and return to you, or as JPEG files of 150 dpi, or between 448 x 336 
pixels up to1024 x 768 pixels, or a file size from 250KB up to 1.5MB max. Of course, later versions of MS 
Word can be read, and higher resolutions can be handled, but these conversions all take time.   

Photo: Avis Fowler 
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 NOTICES 
FRIDAY RUNS 

 

For more information contact Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0418 627 889. 

WHEN EVENT 

  

Friday – 23 October Drive to Berry - shopping expedition 
Meet at: 10.00am (Depart at 11.00) 
Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli 

Friday – 20 November Afternoon drive – dinner/chat 
 Coast road drive to Bundeena 
Meet at: 3.30pm (Depart at 4.00) 
Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

To Be Advised 

 

To the new members, welcome, and hopefully you will get as much out of the Club as you put in. 

 (Note this Editor’s subtle hint to solicit more articles).    ;-) 

Sprite Torque ADVERTISING RATES 

Attention, can your business prosper by advertising in Sprite Torque? 

If so, then the following rates now apply. 

Half page Black and White only $195.00 per annum 

Full page Black and White only $300.00 per annum 

As well as an advertisement in the printed magazine, you also will receive the same size advert, 
as supplied, in colour in our electronic magazine as well as on our website. 
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HUMOUR 
GOOD 

A cop from the Queensland Police was watching for speeders, but wasn't getting many. 

Then he discovered the problem - a 12-year-old boy was standing up the road with a hand painted sign, which read 
'RADAR TRAP AHEAD.' 

The officer then found a young accomplice down the road with a sign reading 'TIPS' and a bucket full of money.  
(And we used to just sell lemonade!) 

BETTER 

A motorist was mailed a picture of his car speeding through a speed camera radar near Dalby with a Fine of $160 
included. 

Being cute, he sent the police department a picture of $160. 

The police responded with another mailed photo of handcuffs. 

BEST 

A young woman was pulled over for speeding. 

As a Queensland Policeman walked to her car window, flipping open his ticket book, she said, 'I bet you are going to 
sell me a ticket to the Policemen's Ball.' 

He replied, 'Queensland Police don't have balls.' 

There was a moment of silence while she smiled, and he realized what he'd just said. 

He then closed his book, got back in his patrol car and left. 

She was laughing too hard to start her car. 
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NOTICES 
 

Sprite Car Club of Australia Incorporated. 

 PO Box 
696 Kingswood. NSW 2747 

 
AGENDA 

SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
DATE: Saturday December 12th, 2009, 4.00p.m. 

                                      PLACE: 6 Annangrove Rd. Kenthurst NSW  
 
1. Opening (Greg Holden) 

Apologies 
2. Minutes of previous meeting (Graham Wells) 
3. Business arising from minutes 
4. Treasurer’s Report  (Les Payne) 
5. President’s Report (Greg Holden) 
6. Election of Officers 2010  -      President 

- Vice President 
- Secretary 
- Treasurer 
- Club Captain 
- Membership Secretary 
- Editor 
- Social Director 
- Regalia 
- CAMS Delegate 
- CSCA Delegate 
- General Committee 

7. General Business 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
                             Nomination for 2010 SCCA Committee 
 
I wish to nominate for the position of:…………………………………….. 
 
Name ………………………..           Signature…………………….  Member No………. 
 
Nominated by……………………   Signature……………………     Member No………… 
 
Seconded by………………………   Signature……………………   Member No…………. 
 
Nominations must be completed & presented to the secretary 7 days prior to the AGM. 
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How can you help make the Sprite Car Club 

valued by its members? 
The administration of the Sprite Car Club is maintained by a volunteer committee of members. Committee roles 
will be decided at the 12th December Annual General Meeting (AGM) – see the notice on the next page.  

PRESIDENT- Easily the most prominent position, the President chairs club meetings, co-ordinates the work of the 
Committee as a whole and acts in a statesman capacity from time to time.  

VICE PRESIDENT- May be called upon to chair the meetings should the President not be available.  

TREASURER -Looks after the club's financial matters and ensures that any club expenditure does not exceed its 
income, most of the club's income being derived from membership renewals.  

SECRETARY - performs the majority of the club's administrative work, taking care of incoming and out going 
correspondence, preparing Minutes of our club meetings etc.., you get to meet and speak to a lot of interesting people. 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY - maintains records of our club’s members and membership. As this position is usually the 
first point of contact for new members, you get to meet and speak to a lot of interesting people.  

SOCIAL SECRETARY - co-ordinates the club’s social events. The Social Secretary often relies on members to 
suggest suitable outings and assist with their organisation.  

MAGAZINE EDITOR - the Editor/s produce the club magazine 11 times a year. In doing so the editor/s often 
stumbles across a lot of interesting and fascinating information.  

LIBRARIAN (appointed by committee)- maintains the club's collection of books and magazines which contain vast 
amounts of fascinating information. The Librarian also administers a book loan scheme.  

REGISTRAR & CLUB PLATES (appointed by committee) - maintains historical records about the club members cars. 
The Club Registrar also administers the Club Plate scheme.  

CLUB CAPTAIN - co-ordinates the clubs involvement in motorsport events.  

CSCA DELEGATE - represents our club at meetings of the "Combined Sports Car Association" of which the Sprite 
Car Club is an affiliate member.  

CAMS DELEGATE - represents our club at meetings of the "Confederation of Australian Motor Sports" of which the 
Sprite Car Club is a  member .  

CLUB REGALIA -This committee position maintains the Club's regalia stocks, and the purchase and investigation of 
new regalia.  

GENERAL COMMITTEE -A number of general committee positions exist to assist the other committee members and 
for any other odd tasks that crop up from time to time. These positions are ideal for anyone contemplating taking on a 
committee position as it gives them valuable exposure to how the committee operates.  

MARQUE MENTORS (appointed by committee)- These positions are held by enthusiasts of a particular marque or 
model of Sprite or Midget. These individuals are available to assist other members with any queries about their 
particular model. The Marque Mentors are not necessarily experts on all topics, but can provide pointers.  

WEB SITE & EMAIL (appointed by committee)- One of the most exciting positions involving the upkeep and update 
of the Club's Internet site and email discussion list. 

NOTICES, cont. 
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 NOTICES, cont. 
 

 
FAREWELL TO ORAN PARK RACEWAY 

 
The last ever Combined Sports Cars Association (CSCA) SuperSprint at 

Oran Park Raceway will be hosted by the Sprite Car Club on 7th 
November 2009. 

 
SCCA members have competed at Oran Park for 
over thirty years, but now it’s time to say 
farewell as it will cease to operate after this year.  

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
 
This will be an historic event. Did you miss going to Warwick Farm or 
Amaroo before they closed down?  Why not come along for whole or part 
of the day as a flag marshal, volunteer helper or just come along for a 
drive and support your club. 
 
This could be you last Oran Park entry in your CAMS logbook. 
 
If you want to be part of history, contact Paul Orton by email at 
competition@spriteclub.com or phone him on 02 9970 5697.   
 
 
Perhaps you might just like 
to come along for the 
drive and be a spectator. 
 
How to get there: 
From the city 
Take the Eastern Distributor 
past Sydney Airport to the M5 
motorway. Follow the M5 to 
the Camden Valley Way exit. 
Follow Camden Valley way to Cobbitty Road, turn right into Cobbitty Road and the 
entrance is less than 5 minutes away on right hand side. 
From the Western Suburbs 
Take the M4 to the Northern Road exit and travel south on Northern Road, left into 
Cobbity Road, 0.5Km to entrance on left hand side. Oran Park Raceway is about 25 
minutes from the Northern Road exit of the M4. 
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 FEATURE ARTICLE 
 

Why a Group S Sprite? 
Part 1 

 
While casually talking with the editor at Historic Winton, I inadvertently mentioned that several editors ago 
- around Paul Orton’s time - I had promised to write an article for Sprite Torque on the virtues of racing a 
Sprite in Group S. Before the echo of my words had subsided, Editor Ric had pinned me against the 
garage wall with a demand that it be on his desk on Monday. Well it took a little longer but here it is.  

Brian's Group Sb Midget at Wakefield Park, August 2003 
I took ownership of a Group Sb 1971 MG Midget in November 1999. The car had been modified to Group 
S specifications by Bob Rowntree and after a relatively short competition history in the hands of Bryan 
Wells and his two sons I took over its stewardship. And what a great little car it has been. Since 1999 I 
have had the enjoyable experience of racing the car in over 100 Group S race meetings at tracks such as 
Phillip Island, Winton – long and short, Wakefield Park, Oran Park – short and GP, Eastern Creek and 
Mount Panorama. 
As readers of Sprite Torque know, Donald Healey’s little car is an eminently suitable and competitive track 
car. Sprites can be surprisingly quick and can be campaigned on a modest budget; and few historic 
production sports cars are as much fun on a race track as a well sorted Sprite/Midget.  
Sprites and Midgets are well represented in Group S racing. ‘Bugeyes’ are one of the mainstays of Group 
Sa (pre-1960) while Group Sb (1960-1969) musters a number of hard running Spridgets usually running 
with the benefit of the larger 1275 cc “A” Series. As my MG Midget has been around the motorsport scene 
for some time, I occasionally meet prospective Spriters who are seeking some advice about tuning and 
Group S rules; the enquirers are usually looking at entering a Sprite in club events, hillclimbs, 
supersprints, regularity or racing. 
Irrespective of the category of motorsport that the car is to be used for, I usually recommend that the 
modifications be consistent with what is allowed in Group S. I also recommend that once the car is 
modified they take the extra step of applying for a CAMS Group S logbook. 
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 FEATURE ARTICLE, cont. 
 

 
The basis of this opinion is threefold. 
Firstly, Group S eligibility rules allow a wide range of performance enhancing modifications for Spridgets. 
At one extreme, you can retain your windscreen and production car comforts and tune the engine and 
suspension to ‘fast road’ standard and go motorsporting, including racing. The car will not be a front 
runner but historic sports car racing is meant to be enjoyed and a ‘fast road’ Spridget can still be a hoot in 
the back half of a Group S grid. What’s more, the fast road tune will not cost a fortune nor will it place 
excessive stress on the car. 
From ‘fast road’, Group S allows Sprites to be modified to pretty much ‘full race’ specifications. This is 
fairly serious business as a well-sorted ‘full race’ Group S Sprite is no slouch. Those who drive bigger and 
more powerful marques frequently testify with some amazement at just how hard the little BMC cars can 
run. But on the downside the highly tuned Sprite will be maintenance intensive and will generally require a 
trailer for transport to and from the track. 
So my point is that the budding spritely enthusiast should be able to find a performance specification 
somewhere across the broad range of Group S rules.  
My second reason for keeping the car within Group S eligibility criteria is that the car can be fairly easily 
de-modified to road, production or show standard. 
Group S rules preclude cutting or reshaping body/floorplan panels which means the Group S Sprite will 
always retain its production car underpinnings of floorplan and body. Group S rules also preclude the re-
engineering of the suspension mounting points, so converting the suspension from track performance to 
road is a relatively simple operation. 
So my second reason is that I judge keeping the path open for easy reconversion of the Sprite back to 
production standard after a motor sporting career is a good option to retain. 
The final reason for modifying and log-booking the car as Group S is that it ensures the car can be readily 
entered into a wide range of motorsport activities, especially historic categories of motorsport. Not only 
does this open up a wide range of motorsport activities but it also enhances the marketability and later 
resale of the car; an important point for historic sports cars. 
But whatever performance path a Sprite owner might take, I suggest that nothing be done until the owner 
has conducted some mind clearing about what he or she wishes to achieve from participation in 
motorsport. 
Is it as simple as wanting to enjoy the exhilaration of speed on one of Australia’s many famous circuits? Is 
it the satisfaction of jousting at close quarters on a race track with similar minded individuals? Is it the 
satisfaction of beating the lap time set last month? Or is it a serious commitment to putting the car as far 
forward on the grid as can be done? 
Such a planning exercise is essential before embarking on motorsport which can be a bottomless 
resource pit. Why go to the expense of a full steel bottom end, a very high compression cylinder head, 
substantial suspension modifications, high strength axles, annual engine and gearbox rebuilds, plus a 
couple of limited slip differentials, when all you want is the opportunity to punt the car around Eastern 
Creek at speed with some like minded individuals. 
A far better alternative would be to remove windscreen and quarter panels, limit engine rpm to 6,500 rpm, 
balance the engine rotationals, fit a flowed cylinder heard with slightly larger valves but with only 
moderate compression, add a Weber and fast road cam with good midrange torque. Suspension wise, 
add a heavy front sway bar, tubular shocks at the rear, some small suspension lowering blocks, decent 
brake pads, good brake fluid, five inch Minator wheels and Group S compliant 175 x 13 tyres and you are 
in business with a car that will not only be surprisingly quick but importantly, it will be reliable. 

Brian Weston  
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 SOCIAL 
 

‘Wedding Bells’ 
On the 8th August 2009 Paul Norris and Pauline McHugh (also known to some Club members as Pauline 
Hughes), were married at a farm at Yarramundi (near Richmond) and in true Sprite Club spirit the wed-
ding car was our Mk 3 Sprite. 

Some of you may remember reading about the restoration of the Sprite back in 2006 which was a joint 
effort by both of us and a fitting vehicle for us to use as our wedding car. The weather was with us so we 
arrived topless with “Here comes the Bride” playing on the car’s stereo and resonating through the bush, it 
was very effective and appeared to be a crowd pleaser. 

The wedding was followed up with a 5 week caravan tour of parts of NSW, SA, Victoria and the NT includ-
ing a trip from Adelaide to Darwin on the Ghan, and a sunset Camel ride to a candle lit dinner in a 100 
year old stone building in Quorn SA, some 4wd and foot excursions into the Flinders Rangers and to the 
top of Wilpena Pound to take in the endless spectacular views of the area, and way too much more to 
mention. 

Now were back in the real world until the urge and the means to explore our wonderful country are mani-
fested once again, in the meantime the Sprite will get historic plates and we will see you on a run some-
time soon. 

Regards 

Pauline and Paul Norris 
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 SOCIAL REPORT 
 
 

Coming Events 
 
Sunday, October 25th   Sprite Drive to Valley Heights Locomotive Depot. Guided tour by Steve Dive. 
Meet Claredon 9.00am (opp RAAF Base Richmond). Depart 9.30am. Cost is $10 per person. Conces-
sions may be available to seniors / juniors. Food and drink is available onsite.  
Friday, November 20th  Afternoon drive - dinner/chat. Coast road drive to Bundeena. Meet at 3:30pm 
(Depart 4:00) Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli. 

Saturday, December 12th:  AGM and Christmas Party at 4:00pm sharp at 6 Annangrove Rd. Kenthurst 
NSW. 

2009 
January TBA.  Fish-n-Chip run proposed to Woy Woy. 

 

 

See the photos of the September Club Run to Jen’s Café at Mittagong on pages 26 and 27 
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 COMING SOCIAL EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009/2010 
 

Errata 

MONTH DAY/DATE DRIVE 
   

OCTOBER Friday 23rd Drive to Berry—shopping expedition. Meet at 10:00am (Depart at 
11:00) Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli.  
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mob 0418 627 889. 

 Sunday 25th Concourse. Gladesville Reserve, Gladesville, with the MG Car Club 
starting at 8-8.30. $5.00 entry to the ground (as asked by MG Car 
Club). Judging will be for the following categories: All Marques un-
der Concourse Condition, as well as Road Specials, Race cars, 
Cars Under Restoration. 

 Friday, 20th Afternoon drive - dinner/chat. Coast road drive to Bundeena. Meet 
at 3:30pm (Depart 4:00) Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli.  
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mob 0418 627 889. 

DECEMBER Saturday, 12th AGM & Club Christmas Party at 4:00pm sharp at 6 Annangrove 
Rd. Kenthurst NSW. 

2010     

JANUARY  TBA Proposed Fish-n-Chip run to Woy Woy 

APRIL Friday 2nd to 5th 

Easter Weekend 
SCCA 50th Anniversary: 2010 Challenge 

   

FEBRUARY   

   

   
MARCH   

   

   

MAY   

   
JUNE   

 Sunday 22th Sprite Drive to Valley Heights Locomotive Depot. Guided tour by 
Steve Dive. Meet Claredon 9.00am (opp RAAF Base Richmond). 
Depart 9.30am. Cost is $10 per person.       
Concessions may be available to seniors / juniors. Food and drink 
is available on-site.  

NOVEMBER Saturday 7th SCCA Supersprint. Volunteers and eager supporters required. 

The Radiator Cap Solution 

The mechanic looked sadly at my car for a couple of minutes and said, “What you really need is the radiator cap 
solution.” 

“Oh,” I said, trying not to sound too confused, “do you mean the radiator cap isn’t holding enough pressure?” 

“That’s only part of your problems” he said.  “You really need to lift the radiator cap and drive another car under it.  
Then you can screw the radiator cap down again and that will solve most of your problems.” 



 

October 2009 Sprite Torque  15 

 COMING COMPETITION EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009/2010 
 
 

MONTH DATE PROMOTER VENUE EVENT 

          
OCTOBER   3,4 Australian Historic Motor Festival Winton Long Historics 
    4 CAMS NSW C’ship /MGCCN 

  
King Edward 
Park, Newcastle 

Hillclimb-R7 

  14 Golden Era Auto Racing (GEAR) Wakefield Park Historic 

  15 GEAR, Second GEAR Wakefield Park Historic 

  17 CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners Club Wakefield Park Training Day 

  18 CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners Club Wakefield Park SuperSprint-R7 

  25 Volkswagen Club Nirimba Motorkhana 

  30,31,1Nov FoSC Spring Invitation Wakefield Park Historic Sports 

  31, 1Nov CAMS State Championship Oran Park Championship 

          
NOVEMBER   7 Sprite Car Club of Aust Oran Park GP SuperSprint-R8 

    7 VHRR Historic Sandown Sandown Historics 

  28,29 HSRCA  All Historic Summer Eastern Creek Historics 

          
DECEMBER         
          

 2010         

          
 JANUARY         

 FEBRUARY         

 MARCH  19,20,21  VHRR Phillip Island Classic 
[CONFIRMED] 

Phillip Island Classics 

 APRIL  2nd to 5th   FoSC Easter Bathurst [CONFIRMED] Mount Panorama  Historic Sports 

 MAY 
  

        

JUNE     

JULY     

AUGUST 6th to 8th  FoSC Winter Invitation [CONFIRMED] Wakefield Park Historic Sports 

 21,22 ARDC 6 Hour Relay Race Eastern Creek Team 
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 COMPETITION REPORT JULY 2009 
 
HSRCA Winter All Historic – Wakefield Park 19-20 September 2009 
A clear warm day at Wakefield on Saturday. At the Drivers’ Briefing, it was announced that the Sa cars 
would be re-grouped with the JKL and Na field, which left a Group Sb/Sc field dominated by Group Sc 
along with Group T, swamping the Group Sb’s. 

Members entered were Colin Dodds in his 
Group T black Midget #99, me (Ric Forster) 
in my Sba 1969 Midget #61, Bruce Miles in 
his Sba 1969 Midget #91, and Brian Weston 
in his Sba 1971 Midget #75. Jim Elphick was 
a no show in his Group LRD 1956 Gazelle 
Ford 10 Special. 

Attending for the weekend was Greg 
Prunster and John Buchanan as Dummy 
Grid Officials, and Saturday-trippers Neil 
Napier and Avis Fowler who used my 
camera for a few snaps for the record. 

In Practice/Q7, Colin managed to get 10th fastest with a 1:12.8829 behind the Sc Porsches, a couple of 
the fast Alfa(ettas) and Pete McNamara’s Group T BMW3.0CSL, Brian 12th, myself 22nd, and Bruce 24th. 

The first race, Event R7 of 10 laps, saw Colin with a 
1:11.1917 jump to 6th place past all but the 4 leading 
Porsches and the Alfa GTV of Tony Karanfilovski. Brian 
managed a 14th with a 1:12.8241, Bruce 20th with a 
1:15.2813, and myself maintaining my P22 with a better 
time of 1:15.9550 despite crunching gears yet again. A 
quick bleed of the clutch hydraulics revealing a slightly 
loose or faulty slave bleed nipple cured the problem. The 
injury of strained back muscles was caused by the panic 
retreat from under the steering wheel when a large 
Huntsman dropped down on my hand whilst opening the 
clutch slave access bung!  

The evening was a relatively quiet affair with a party only 
for the officials, before retiring to our motels. Having 
worked on someone else’s car until 3 am that morning 
before setting off for the track at 5 am, Colin had already 
scarpered off to his digs early to catch up on much 
needed shut-eye. 

Sunday morning with cooler winds was not quite as 
perfect as Saturday. We were third up in Event R15 of 10 
laps with me gridded in 21 because Geoff Byrne was 
having trouble with his Fuel Injected TR6 minus one 
cylinder. Brian was also absent from the Grid because his 
Midget refused to start despite a quick change of plugs 
and other electricals, and an inevitably flattened battery. 
He did get it going by being towed around for some time, 
but unfortunately missed the two minute dummy grid 
siren, and they would not let him onto the track.  

L to R: Colin Dodds, Ric Forster, Brian Franks, Bruce Miles, Brian Weston 

My unwanted passenger after being dispatched;  
The Huntsman was approx 50cm in diameter as photographed 

Colin in R7 

Photos: Avis Fowler 
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 COMPETITION REPORT JULY 2009, cont. 
 

 

This allowed Colin to maintain his 6th position from 
the start and to finish there with a slightly slower 
time than the previous day as did most. Bruce 
managed to beat me into 19th with a blinding 
1:14.8254, and me with a 1:15.8904 being still 
better than the previous event. At the conclusion 
of this event Bruce had to pack up and head home 
due to the pressure of work! 

Event R22 of 8 laps started ahead of schedule just 
before lunch with Brian (who had found and 
cleaned a dirty carburettor) and Daniel Gatto in his 
Alfetta GTV both behind me at the rear of the grid. 
It was particularly exciting on the first lap because 
at the `Gurgler’ someone (whose name I won’t 
mention) threw few litres of fuel from his open tank 
over the racing line right in front of me. Not exactly 
the best place to go skating, but I managed to hold 
onto it, just, and get my best time on lap 2 chasing 
both of them until my throttle cable broke on lap 4 
changing into third on the start/finish straight. 
Colin again started and finished 6th with a 
1:10.6014, but had a lot of fun swapping positions 
with Pete McNamara in the other Group T 
Bimmer. Brian managed a 13th place with a couple 
of seconds slower times with a sticking part open 
throttle butterfly, and I DNF’d with yet again a 
marginally improved best lap time of 1:15.8387.  

Fortunately for me, Brian had a spare new throttle 
cable which I quickly installed. Colin had had 
enough and a long way to go home, so he called it 
quits at this time. 

The last event R30 of 10 laps had only 7 
competitors grid up, with me at the rear of grid. 
This time Brian Weston pulled into pit lane on the 
first lap with a jammed open throttle, and I had 
some fun chasing Brian Franks in his Group Qra 
BDR Clubman, getting to my best time ever at 
Wakefield with a 1:15.5920. This, despite very 
worn tyres especially the fronts with lots of turn-in 
understeer with which, when I over compensated, 
managed a spin on the last lap in the `Gurgler’.  

Ah well! Must have been trying harder to find the 
limit. What fun! 

Overall, I had a good weekend. I probably cannot say the same for Geoff Byrne, Brett McManus, and 
Brian Weston. 

 

Ric Forster 

Brian Weston in R7 

Ric in R7 following Brett McManus with Brian Franks behind 

Bruce Miles in R7 following Brian Franks 

Photos: Avis Fowler 
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 2010 CHALLENGE ENTRY 
 

2010 Challenge 
Where:    Goulburn NSW 
When:    Easter  April 2 – 4 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What we are planning for the Weekend 
Thursday Welcome to Goulburn/Settle in 
Friday  A day in Crookwell (approx 40km West of Goulburn); Concourse at Crookwell and an 

Autokhana with Morning Tea and Lunch provided.   
ALL DAY: Sydney Vintage Car Restorations will hold an inspection and demonstration of 
their operation for those wishing to attend. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.svcr.com.au/index.htm                                                                                                

Saturday A day at Wakefield Park as well as a social drive in the country 

 

http://wakefieldpark.com.au/ 
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2010 CHALLENGE ENTRY, cont. 
 

 SuperSprint; Wakefield Park (`Competitors’). 

 Coach tour of local area (social run for `Non-Competitors’) Coach Pick up at Wakefield Park. 

 Breakfast and Lunch provided. 

 Returning to Goulburn for a shower and Fancy Dress Dinner with a Wild, Wild West Theme. 

 
Sunday Social drive with observation and navigating skills. 

 Morning Tea and Lunch provided en route. 

 Returning to Goulburn for a shower and Presentation dinner. 

 

Monday Heading for Home. 

 

The package is broken into several different alternatives: 

 

1. `Competitor’: SuperSprint Wakefield Park and Autokhana in Crookwell. 

 Thursday night till Monday. $595.00 Friday morning till Monday. $540.00 

2. `Social’: Has a coach tour of Goulburn and surrounding area including a winery. 

 Thursday night till Monday. $545.00 Friday morning till Monday. $490.00 

3. `Helper’: Not a `Competitor’ or a `Social’ person, but willing to assist at the SuperSprint, Concourse and 
Autokhana as needed. (NB: There are a limited number of helpers required.) 

 Thursday night till Monday. $485.00 Friday morning till Monday. $420.00 

Options: Single supplement add  $60.00 per night. 

 To compete in SuperSprint only $140.00 

 Visit Sydney Motor Restorations   $20.00 per person 

 

Entry forms are available early October and we would like them returned by 30th November 2009, with a $250.00 
deposit per person to enable us to finalise bookings. We would like a final payment being the balance of the option 
taken, in by 28th February 2010. 

All meals, accommodation, sporting and social outings for the duration in one entry fee. You would expect only to 
have to pay for fuel, refreshments and the odd coffee from the time you arrive until the time you leave the event. 

For further information and updates about the Challenge visit the website www.spritechallenge.com  

or 

Contact us at  www.spriteclub.com 

or 

challenge@spriteclub.com 

or 

The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. 
PO Box 696 

Kingswood 2747 NSW 
AUSTRALIA 
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 2010 CHALLENGE ENTRY, cont. 
 

2010 Challenge 
ENTRY FORM 

To be a part of this event. 

 

Name:      ________________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________ 

Phone H: (___)________________ M: _________________ 

Email:      ________________________________________ 

Car club: ________________________________________ 

 

Accommodation period:  4 nights / 3 nights    $ extension 

Competitors:  ____________________________________ No    @ $595.00 / $540.00 = $ 

Socials:  ________________________________________ No    @ $545.00 / $490.00 = $ 

Helpers: (Numbers subject to confirmation)  ____________ No    @ $485.00 / $420.00 = $ 

Children: (16yo and less) ___________________________ No    @                  $200.00 = $ 

Sydney Vintage Car Restorations visit: ________________ No    @                    $20.00 = $ 

Single supplement per night: ________________________ No    @                   $60.00 = $ _________ 

 Total estimated amount:          $ 

 

3 options for accommodation, please circle your preference, 1st in best dressed,    Family,        Double,       Twin share. 

 

By joining this event I agree to abide by the decisions made by the organising committee.  

One form accepted per family, as long each person is named on the form and each person signs. 

Signed: _______________________ 

Dated: __________ 

 

Additional Family: 

Name: Signed: Date: 

 

Name: Signed: Date: 

 

Name: Signed: Date: 

 

Name: Signed: Date: 

 

Name: Signed: Date: 
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THE BUGEYE BARN 

AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE & MG MIDGET SPECIALISTS “Talk to someone who cares” 
 

NEW PARTS FOR ALL MODELS 
MECHANICAL – BODY – TRIM – ELECTRICAL – BADGES – GLASS & CHROME – SOFTOPS – RUBBER 

 
RECONDITIONED SERVICES 

WISHBONES – DAMPERS – CARBURETTORS – GEARBOXES – GAUGES – ENGINES 
USED PARTS 

CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGE OF SERVICEABLE USED ITEMS 
SPECIALISING IN HARD TO GET BITS – WE SOURCE WORLD WIDE 

REPAIRS 
ANYTHING FROM A HEADLIGHT GLOBE TO A FULL RESTORATION 

COMPETITION AND PERFORMANCE 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESS IN HISTORIC RACING AND TARGA STYLE 

RALLIES. THE PARTS WE USE ARE THE ONES WE SELL. 
 

AUSTRALIA WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
Ask for our FREE CATALOGUE 

 
TONY BENNETTO 

PO BOX 47 
UPPER FERNTREE GULLY 3156 

Phone: 03 9758 8669  (& keep trying) 
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 SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT 
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING, 8th September, 2009 

Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta 

Meeting commenced: 7.45 pm  

Present:    As per attendance book. In the absence of the President & Vice President, G Wells as Secre-
tary took the chair. 

Visitors:   Tony Oaten 

Apologies:    Greg Holden, Leah Holden, K Sly, Avis Fowler, Greg Prunster, Jean Haavasalu. 

Minutes of  Previous Meeting: Moved accepted by L Payne, sec. G Strange, carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Reported by L Payne. 

 Opening balance                                                        $16,087.93 

 Income – membership                          $1155.00 
                       - Club rego.                               $171.70 
                       -  regalia                                      $40.00 
                                        $2,714.60 

          Expenditure - Snap printing                    $312.57 
                              - Team Group                     $237.05 
                              - Postage, mag                   $310.19 
             - Central coast refund         $260.00 

                             $1,601.00 

         Closing balance                                                           $16,334.8    

Secretary’s Report:  G Wells reported correspondence: 

Incoming: 
- BMC Leyland heritage membership 
- Email re Carseek 
- Email Avis Fowler resignation as Social Director. 
- TCIS insurance renewal 
- CAMS nomination for positions 
- Brochures: B&R Brakes, Bidwell Car Show, Mattara Hill Climb, Shannons Auction, Burwood Show & 
Shine, MG CC re Concourse, Highland Motor Fest, Aust. Classic Car, Parkes Council.          
- Magazines:  Morgan Ear, Tread, Depender, Goblins Gazette, Mascot, Mini Car Club, Flat Chat, Leyland 
Heritage. 

Outgoing:   
Heritage Motor Inn, Lilac City Motor Inn, Goulburn Motor Inn, Best Western re accommodation for 2010 
Sprite Challenge. 
Coming Events:  Avis Fowler was absent but a report is in Sprite Torque. 
- Next run is Sept.12 to Southern Highlands. 
- Greg Strange reported he was asked to organise Dubbo run but is unable to do so. 

Competition:   P Orton reported on Sprite Supersprint   
- about to submit CAMS permit 
- all services except radios booked 
- B Miles is Event Secretary 
- call for volunteers to go in next Sprite Torque 
- as this is our last one at Oran Park we should do something special…photo shoot or parade lap sug-
gested.   
We are now 4th in CSCA competition with best ever turnout last event. Two club members leading their 
categories. 
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 SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT, cont. 
2010 Challenge: G Wells & L Payne reported on the sub-committee meeting.  
- G Wells still contacting Goulburn motels for cheapest /reasonable rates. 
- L Payne has put initial budget together 
- G Holden & P Barbara looking at Crookwell as possible venue for Motorkhana & Concourse. 
- Soldiers Club appears best venue for main dinner. 
- W Lawlor has updated web page & people can lodge expressions of interest/bookings. 
- Next meeting is Sept 12th 
- G Holden to send out formal invites including John Sprinzel. 

Regalia:  Leah Holden absent. 

Concourse.  MG Club concourse is on 25th October at Gladesville Reserve. We are welcome to attend. 
Greg Strange discussing with them whether we are part of their concourse or we do our own thing. Their 
entry is $5 per car. We have a brochure. 

Les Payne arranging a flyer to go out with Sprite Torque. 

CAMS   J Buchanan filled in for B Cockayne at last meeting.  Mostly organisational issues.   
- National Supersprint will be held at Philip Island on Nov 14-15. 
- Targeted scrutineering to be introduced for State Supersprints. 
- Gnoo Blas celebrating 50th anniversary of the first Australian Touring Car Championship next year. 

Sprite Torque:  Ric Forster reported the September issue is at the printers. Ric asked that anyone sub-
mitting articles with embedded photos please ensure they are compressed beforehand. 
Technical Meetings:  Greg Strange has nothing to report. 

Membership: Annie Lawlor reported sent out notices to 64 members who did not renew. Of these, 32 still 
have not renewed. We have 162 “members”. Annie has sent out a letter to the overseas & interstate 
members re Electronic Magazine Membership. 

State library confirmed they will have pdf file.  

Web-site:  W Lawlor reported updates for 2010 Challenge. Lots of photos from CSCA posted.  

Menbership Fees: We will need to look at membership status, magazine costs, insurance & 2010/2011 
budgets before deciding any changes. 

General Business:  

1. Carseek offer to put Sprite article on their web-site. W Lawlor will look at web-site & proposal. 

2. Model Rules. B Cockayne established that our Club constitution & rules as established at incorpora-
tion consists of the Model Rules only. G Holden has asked Barry to draft a constitution for consideration 
by the committee. 
3. Job Desciptions. A Lawlor still working on them. 
4. Insurance. B Cockayne has checked the CAMS policy & it does cover some non-motorsport events 
such as social drives, club meetings & fund raising. There is a second policy we can take out to cover non 
CAMS events such as those run under Wakefield Park licence. Need to establish how cost of this com-
pares with TCIS policy. We are close to resolution but not quite there. The TCIS renewal is due month 
end.  C Dodds suggested we delegate B Cockayne, L Payne & G Holden to make a decision. If we do not 
get full response with CAMS by the end of the week then we stay with TCIS. 
5. Convoy Rules. C Dodds has drafted a set of rules to be considered. Comments by next meeting. 
January Fish & Chip Run. Suggested we go to Woy Woy. Warren & Annie Lawlor volunteered to organ-
ise. 
Meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 

Next General Meeting: Tuesday, October 13th; Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie Sts., 
Parramatta at 7.30 p.m. 
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Bob Rowntree Automotive 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Creek Corner Warwick Farm 1967 
 
 
 
MVRIC licensed. IAME No 92429 

Sprite, Midget, 
 MGB, MGA 
Bringing you 40 years of Sprite  
Service specialising in  
 Precision engine building 
 Gearbox overhauls 
 Suspension rectification 
 Front frame strengthening 
 Diff housing rebuilding 
 SU carb rebuilding 
 Engine tuning 
 Motorsport preparation 

2 Kathleen Place, Thirlmere NSW 2572 
Ph - 4683 0618,     Mob - 0402 216 149 
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September Club Run to Jen’s Café at Mittagong. First arrivals at top: from the Right, and centre: the Left, and bottom: the last arrivals 
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 TORQUE TRADER 
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers,  

just email or phone the Editor of Sprite Torque 

THIS MONTH 

WANTED 
Wheels, 4 x Minator, or Minilites, or Performance Superlites, or similar light-weight racing alloys, 13 x 7” 

Contact : Greg Prunster 9552 6777 AH 

LAST MONTH 
 

FOR SALE     $19,500.00 O.N.O 
1960 AUSTIN HEALEY BUGEYE SPRITE. 

16,000 Miles since bare metal re-build. All new rubber. 

New Colin Dodds built 1100cc motor, only 100 miles on 
it.1275 head, 45DCOE Webber, Header exhaust, metal 
bonnet, new  springs, clutch, ribbed gearbox, rear drums, 
tires, wet weather gear including tonneau cover.                                                                   
Phone/Fax Andy (02) 4871 2253.  Mob 0409 746 386. 

Email: shandyw5@bigpond.com  

FOR SALE 
1275cc MG Midget engine, balanced and freshly rebuilt, includes new 
clutch kit, from $3600 + GST.  No exchange necessary.   

Can be modified for higher performance at additional cost. 

Email:  Colin@SpriteParts.com.au  or phone: 0414 789 263 

WANTED 
Wanted to purchase; a cheap MkII or MkIII or MG Midget vehicle with 
"not so good panels", but good mechanically.  

Contact Terry Toomey:  0408 232 372  

Email: terrytoomey@ihug.com.au 





Order your Regalia now  
 

0418 286 831 or visit http://spriteclub.com/regalia.html  
Mens & Ladies BIZTECH™ Evolution Jacket  

Outer : 100% Coated Micro fibre Shell. 
Lining: 100% Polyester Mesh + Polyester Taffeta. BIZTECH™ 
technology . 
Waterproof Rating: 1,000mm inner membrane. 
Breath ability Rating: 1,000g/m2. Fully seam sealed. Windproof. 
Wind flap chin guard with stand up collar. Inside elastic closure for 
wind/snow protection. Two-Way front zip with movable sliders. Outer 
chest zippered vertical pocket with MP3 Player access from inside. 
Concealed underarm zippered air vent. Two flap zippered front 
pockets with metal puller. Adjustable Velcro rubber cuff closures. 
Open inside right breast pocket, zippered inside left breast pocket. 
Zipper access for embroidery 

Polo Shirts  
Mens & Ladies    $35 
Scarfs & Hats      $15 
Baseball Caps      $20 
Moto Shirts          $55 
Polar Fleece         $45 

    

Colour Black & Graphite Nautical Blue & Navy Stadium Red & Black 

These jackets will have two logos.  

  THESE JACKETS WILL BE ORDERED AS REQUIRED AND WILL BE A PRE-PAID ITEM.         $100.00 each  
(There will be a cut off date for ordering these jackets as we need to order in reasonable numbers to get the best price,  
so contact the regalia team immediately).  

 

How did I get into this, Number 99? I know! Change the seat and cut out the inside of the door…             Photo: Avis Fowler 
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