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SOCIAL DRIVE TO BARGO—Image by David Laing

Catering for AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE and MG MIDGET enthusiasts

MG SPARE PARTS & SERVICES PTY LTD

HERITAGE TR PARTS
HERITAGE MINI PARTS
97-103 VICTORIA STREET SMITHFIELD NSW 2164
Ph:02 9609 3988 Fax: 02 9609 3955
Email: mgspareparts@gmail.com
TO OBTAIN THIS OFFER YOU MUST QUOTE THIS CODE

790307
790306
790301
790303
790304
790112
790111
790502
790503
790200
850310
070056KIT

300914

VALANCE FRONT W/OUT STIFFENER > 74
DOOR SHELL SPRIDGET LH W/UP WINDOW
DOOR SHELL SPRIDGET RH W/UP WINDOW
DOOR SKIN SPRIDGET RH WIND UP WINDOW
DOOR SKIN SPRIDGET LH WIND UP WINDOW
OUTER SILL SPRIDGET LH O.E HERITAGE
OUTER SILL SPRIDGET RH O.E HERITAGE
CHASSIS RAIL RH FULL LENGTH > 74
CHASSIS RAIL LH FULL LENGTH > 74
VALANCE FRONT WITH STIFFNER SPRIDGET
COIL SPRING SPRIDGET 1964 > 74 CODE YELLOW
PREST ROCKER X 8 + ROCKER SHAFT SPRIDGET

181.50
385.00
385.00
121.00
121.00
121.00
121.00
88.00
99.00
275.00
67.65
176.00

EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA

PRICES. EMAIL ROSS AT mgspareparts1@gmail.com FOR AN ADDITIONAL 30 SUPER
SPECIALS, OR SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE GREAT PRICES

INVOICES OVER $500 TO BRISBANE, GOLD COAST, SUNSHINE COAST. (METRO ONLY)
MELBOURNE, GEELONG, BENDIGO, CANBERRA, SYDNEY, NEWCASTLE, MAITLAND,
WAGGA WAGGA & RIVERINA WILL BE SHIPPED AT A SUBSIDISED FREIGHT & INSURANCE RATE AND INVOICES OVER $1000.00 WILL BE SHIPPED FREIGHT & INSURANCE
FREE TO THOSE SAME LOCATIONS.

THE ABOVE OFFER EXCLUDES BODY SHELLS, WHEELS AND HARD TOPS. 1 CAR
SET PER CUSTOMER, PRICES INCLUDE GST. WHILE STOCKS LAST OR 30.09.2014.
E & OE
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THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC.
ABN: 62879038-526

Club Patron: John Sprinzel
EDITORS NOTE
Dear Members,

Committee

In this issue there's a lovely letter from young American Sarah Crombie, whose
parents have been involved in the Healey Club in America for many years. The
letter was forwarded by Wendy Gibbs, thanks Wendy. Hopefully we'll hear more
from Sarah in the future.
The Christmas in July function was a great success with many members attending.

President:
Greg Holden
0418 286 831
president@spriteclub.com
Vice President:
Annie Lawlor
0416 020 466
vicepresident@spriteclub.com

Thanks again to all those who have contributed articles and photos for this edition, it
is very much appreciated.

Treasurer:
Les Payne
0415 826 650
treasurer@spriteclub.com

Sue Cockayne

Secretary:
Graham Wells
(02) 9654 1344
secretary@spriteclub.com

Editor

Marque Mentors:
Mk1 Sprite
Greg Holden
Colin Dodds
Mk2 Sprite
Neil Scott
Mk3 Sprite
Greg Strange
Keven Sly
Mk3 Midget
Eriks Skinkis
1500 Midget
Greg Coonan

Membership Secretary:
Avis Fowler
membership@spriteclub.com

0418 286 831
0414 789 263
0409 326 021
02 9909 8607
02 9604 2010
02 9644 5530
02 4257 1307

All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to:
S.C.C.A.
P.O. Box 696
Kingswood NSW 2747
Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com
(Magazine contributions close 20th of each month)
General meetings are held at:
Start time: 7.30pm - Lachlan Room)
(2nd Tuesday of each month)

Parramatta RSL
2 Macquarie Street
Parramatta NSW 2150

SCCA Web Site: www.spriteclub.com
SCCA Email list: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-aus/

Sprite Torque is available in full colour to all SCCA Members. Go to the SCCA Website,
click on the Members Only link, enter your username and password.

PLEASE NOTE: These are all honorary positions undertaken by private individuals in their
spare time. Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to call you
back at a time more convenient to themselves.

Social Director:
Rod Pringle
0448 009 223
social@spriteclub.com
Magazine Editor:
Sue Cockayne
0409 127 330
editor@spriteclub.com
Club Captain:
Warren Lawlor
0421 783 985
captain@spriteclub.com
CSCA Delegate:
Paul Orton
02 9970 5697
delegate@spriteclub.com
Registrar & Club Plates:
Colin Dodds
0414 789 263
registrar@spriteclub.com
Regalia:
Dianne Lawlor
02 95911197
kakapo100@optusnet.com.au
Club Web Site:
Ross Reichardt
02 9980 6843 0410 504 931
spriteclub@spriteclub.com
CAMS Delegate:
Barry Cockayne 0427 066 878
Librarian:
David Lawrence 02 9810 8982
Club Point Score:
Greg Holden 0418 286 831
General Committee:
Greg Strange
02 95911197
Barry Cockayne 0427 066 878
Ric Forster
0409 225 613
Colin Dodds
0414 789 263
Paul Orton
02 9970 5697

The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of
articles, correspondence, opinion or advertisements contained herein.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
I’m a bit late to put pen to paper this month and Sue has been on my case.
As most of you would know we have been busy sending out invites for the All British Day and to date we have had
a good response to the invites. We would have in total about 65 cars attending the day and most are Sprites or
Midgets along with members also bringing along their other marque cars. We have a good roll up of Bugeyes,
some MK2’s and 2A Sprites with Mk1 Midgets coming along aswell. MK3 and 3A Sprites are also well repre
sented along with other midgets in the mix, the last models in the Sprite and Midget line up is the Round Wheel
Arch and the Rubber Nose Midgets.
We have also got Morries, a Slotus, MGB’s and a few others in the mix as well. Rumour has it that we may have not
have one but perhaps two, three wheeled Morgan’s on the day.
Sponsors have been very kind to us and the following have helped contribute to the day
Penrith Muffler Man
Sprite Parts
Hills Prestige/ Betta Blast
Modern Classsic Cars
Greg Strange Motor Mechanics
Peninsula Sports Car
Mequires
If you are yet to put your name down, please get in contact with Kerry Smith or myself as soon as possible.
The home front has been pretty busy lately and with number three grand child on the way things have again been getting busy around the house and with winter well and truly set in, my attention has turned to block Splitting. Preparing the
humble firewood into man sized bits. Leah purchased me a 50tonne block splitter and it has been working really well,
until yesterday at about 1pm. Busily working away I had mad good headway until a loud bang and the burst of hydraulic
oil came shooting out of the RAM. It was Kangaroo Edward, and as they say Mister Hart, what a mess.
It took me about two hours to clean it all up and pull it apart for all the nessercery repairs. Must get it sorted before winter ends.
I have also been getting the spare Fergie running properly ready to be moved onto greener pastures.
It started with a motor that would not turn over at all, not even with the Territory. Starter and a new battery sorted that
end out, then there was no spark, after years of lying dormant the wires were afraid, so I replaced all of those and we
had spark. Then a test run in the front paddock almost proved catastrophic when the grass standing 5’ tall accumulated
between the slasher and rear tyre and was smoking. Luckily this was still in daylight hours and I could see it smouldering. It would have been a disaster if it had ignited in the dark.
It is running well with Rear Seals, Bushes etc yet to be replaced . all going well.
And that’s it from me
Greg Holden
President
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MEMBER’S CORNER
Welcome to our new members this month:
Chris Martin of Warilla who has an Arkley.
Chong Ly & Jennifer Hoang & their family, Kailyn & Ashlee of Newington.

VALE MAURICE KING
It was with great sadness that I learnt of the passing of Maurice King last week.
Maurie was born on 3rd May, 1941, he had battled cancer for the last three years.
I met Maurice quite a few years ago and he was always a man who impressed me.
Talking to members over the past week, anyone who had the pleasure to meet Maurice were impressed by an absolute gentleman
The Sprite Car Club has lost a special person.
I would like to convey to his daughter and family our deepest condolences on behalf of the Club.
Greg Holden

ALL BRITISH DAY – SCCA Display
Sunday 24th August 2014
The King’s School – Nth Parramatta

The Plan ! – Meet in the Parramatta Swimming Centre CAR PARK (between
the pool & the river), O’Connell St, Parramatta and see fellow club member David
Laing. Note – Your name should already be listed with Kerry Smith – Concourse
Director - for attendance and catering – DO IT NOW !
When ? – 8 am SHARP for an 8.30 am departure (in convoy)
Why ? – To get a whole HEAP of GOODIES like ENTRY TICKETS,

Name badges etc. These will permit FREE ENTRY
Exceptions ! Only by PRIOR arrangement or UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES, otherwise YOU WILL miss out & HAVE TO PAY
Club Regalia – Wear it and/or BUY it there; some new styles available
Contacts – David Laing 0402812712 or Kerry Smith 0403051880
4

SPRITE TORQUE

AUGUST 2014

CONCOURSE/DISPLAY AWARDS 2014
Concourse D’Elegance involving cars nominated by Judge of fact and associated judges.
Classes and awards for a maximum of 20 cars on the day.
Best Bugeye
Best Mk.11/11A Sprite. Mk.1 Midget
Best Mk.111/111A Sprite. Mk.11 Midget
Best Mk.1V Sprite. Mk.111 Midget
Best 1500 Midget
Out of the above, overall best concourse vehicle will receive the special award.
Owners will be able to obtain a copy of the score sheets for their car from the judges.

Display / non concours vehicles nominated by club sub-c’ttee
‘Packers award’ for best presented car
Best modified/custom Sprite, Midget
Best bodywork
Best interior
Best under bonnet
Most interesting display vehicle
Most original car
Most travelled car
Best first time display car
Most radically modified/race car

“No correspondence will be entered into”.

Sprite Car Club Concourse 2014
Our judge of fact will be Colin Dodds (if in doubt, his is the final say!) and he will be aided by a group of 8 volunteer
judges who in pairs will be looking for and counting the points as below. Reference material will be available to check
items against the recognised specialist publications such as “Original Sprite and Midget” by Terry Horler.
For the cars nominated by their owners for concourse judging, the criteria used will be cleanliness/condition and originality. The facets to be separately judged will be:
Exterior, interior, engine bay and the underside of the car.
A copy of the judging sheet is on the next page for the information of all.
As in previous years, bonus points will be available for genuine BMC or dealer accessories and components. This area
must be backed up by some form of proof as to the authenticity relative to the time period.
So members, if you’re not in it, you can’t win it. Best of British!
Kerry Smith
Display/concourse Director
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SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
CONCOURSE JUDGING SHEET
OWNER.............................................................. REGO No.............................. CLASS..............................

GENERAL CONDITION AND PRESENTATION - Score out of 10
SECTION 1 - BODY
Panels, Paintwork, Chrome, Lamps/Lenses,
Windscreen/Sidescreens.
SECTION 2 -INTERIOR
Dashboard, Weather Equipment, Seats, Floor Coverings, Boot
Interior.
SECTION 3 - UNDERSIDES AND SUSPENSION
Wheels, Tyres, Brakes, Front and Rear Suspension, Underbody,
Rear Axle.
SECTION 4 -ENGINE BAY
Under Bonnet Panels, Engine, Gearbox, Fuel System, Electrical and
Cooling System.

ORIGINALITY - Score out of 10
BODYWORK - Steel Bonnet, Body Seams, etc

CHROMEWORK & GRILLE - Bumpers, Grille, etc

DASH & CONTROLS - Gauges, Steering Wheel, Switches, etc
SEATS & TRIM - Seats, Trim, Carpets, etc
WHEELS - Steel Wheels, Hub Caps.
BRAKES - Drum or Disc Brakes.

COOLING SYSTEM - Fan, Radiator, Heater, etc

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM - Generator, Regulator, Wiring, etc

CARBY'S AND EXHAUST - SU Carby's, Cast Exhaust Manifold,
Fuel Pump, etc
ENGINE & GEARBOX - A Series Engine, Capacity, Gearbox
TOTAL- Out of 140
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2014 Display/Picnic Day Report No.4
The Sprite Club’s annual display/picinic day will be held this year at the All British Day at the North Parramatta
King’s School grounds on Sunday 24 August 2014.
The technical sub-committee has been active over the last couple of months working out the logistics for our dis
play and getting jobs set up for our volunteers etc to make it a memorable day. One of our aims is to have it the
best fun day ever and to have the greatest number of Sprites on display in Australia.
This year we look forward to having 20 cars from the big Healey club join us.
Due to comments received, we are going to have some new categories including ‘most desirable car’ which will enable
non-concourse modified/custom cars to compete for a trophy. The annual concourse will again be held here where owners have nominated their cars for judging.
The response to the call for the cars to be displayed is still a bit short of our target so please send your nomination of
interest to me as soon as you can. To date the entry list as below is still a fair short of 100 cars so, roll up roll up:
Bugeye
Ross Reichardt, Rohan Rivett, Paul Barbara, Barry Cockayne, Rob Allen, Kerry Smith, Keith Smith, Rob Byrnes, Alan
Edwards, Vince Cesario, Alan Bryson, Jason Lunnon, Bert & Gwen Langford, Les Bryant
Mk.11 & 11A Sprite, Mk.1 Midget
Rod Pringle, David Loomes, Stephen Dive,
Mk.111 & 111A Sprite, Mk.11 Midget
Colin Dodds, Jon Thomson, Greg Strange, Paul Barbara, Eric Martin, Ben Hunt, Graham Coffill, Norm Merjane, Greg
Tyerman, Ric Forster
Mk.1V Sprite, Mk.111 Midget
Andrew Booth, Paul Barbara, Greg Holden (2), Ron Farlow, Les Payne, Paul Orton, Modern Classic Cars, Bob Rowntree, John Drury, Dean Coffill, Beryle Taylor, Greg Ryan, Rhonda & Bruce Pearce, Graham & Catherine Dickie
Round Wheel Arch Sprites & Mk.1V Midgets
Colin Dodds, Glenn Falson, Greg Prunster (2)
Other cars
Steven Rivett, Geoff Morse, Barry Taylor, Bob Thomas, Andrew Woodall, Mike Woodall, Robert Pope, Barry Noakes,
Rhonda & Bruce Pearce, Ivan Glasby, Greg Strange, David Laing, Michael Manning, Craig Davies
Time is running short. Please contact me in the meantime on 0403051880 or by e-mail at
smithk@huntershill.nsw.gov.au.
Kerry Smith
Concourse Director
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ALL BRITISH DISPLAY DAY
Sunday 24 August 2014.
This year we are being joined by the big Healeys owners club for our part of the display at the Kings School, North
Parramatta. There is plenty of enthusiasm from many of our members for this big event. We have been plumping
for 100 Sprites/Midgets for our part, which may be slightly optimistic, but if you don’t set some good goals you’ll
never get anywhere; time will tell. So if you haven’t registered you interest with the president or myself, there’s still
plenty of time to do so.
The emphasis is for a club picnic day in which to display our pride 7 joys and enjoy the event. Our club will, as previously, supply breakfast, morning tea and a BBQ lunch for all as well as some surprise goodies.
We will be holding our annual Sprite concourse at this event this year. However, you are not obliged to put your car up
for such judging if you do not so wish. Just let us know your decision on this one. We will also have awards for custom
cars etc.
We have been asked to have all cars in position on the playing field by 9.30am; it becomes a very busy entry area. To
get to that position, we are again suggesting that we congregate at the front of the swimming centre at O’Connell Street
in Parramatta Park starting at 8.00am for an 8.30am run start in convoy. We will hand out the tickets at that venue.
Entry to the school grounds will be via Masons Drive off Pennant Hills Road, North Parramatta.
As usual on the day, there will be the traditional school art show, entertainment, food stalls, commercial stalls etc.
Kerry Smith
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AUSTIN HEALEY OWNERS CLUB ROUND 4 WAKEFIELD PARK
The day started off sunny and mild, but then after having two runs the weather turned to true Goulburn weather,
COLD, WINDY,RAIN AND SLEET!!!
Most competitors had 2 runs- then finished up for the day. David Baigent did 35 Laps-I think he must have
missed the finish flag.
Andrew McLaughlin split the left hand muffler on the Elfin, which then caused the heat to start to burn the fibreglass
sidepod.
Warren Lawlor

Barry Cockayne
Attendance was the biggest for a long time,
15 plus Steve Purdy from Queensland
Colin Dodds

Those attending were:
C. Dodds
A. McLaughlin
S. Purdy
B. Cockayne
O. Rice
D. Baigent
S. Meyer
A. Barbara

1.13.98
1.15.56
1.16.31
1.16.49
1.17.8
1.21.2
1.25.6
1.32.33

R. Byrnes
J. Millhouse
K. Smith
R. Fahey
L. Payne
J. Sproule
D. Hunt
D. Sullivan

1.14.4
1.16.29
1.16.32
1.16.85
1.20.1
1.24
1.26.47
1.46.38

John Millhouse

Bob Rowntree & John lined up on the grid
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SPRITE CAR CLUB DRIVE TO SURVIVE PROGRAM
Back in April, we announced that your Club will be sponsoring two people to attend Ian Luff’s “P-Plate Drive to
Survive” course. Nominations flooded in, have been carefully considered, and we’re very pleased to announce
that the following people have been selected to attend a course on 26 September.
Monique and Page Murray were nominated by their grandfather and long time SCCA Member, Bruce Pearce.
The twins are currently on the L-plates, but we’re quite confident Bruce will ensure they have their P-plates by end
September.
Stephanie Attard is 19 years of age and works with Leah Holden. She holds a P2 licence and drives a 2006 Holden Astra. Stephanie is studying for a Bachelor of Education and drives approx 50 kms to Strathfield, 3 or 4 times each week.
She considers driving a privilege, not a right, and believes the Drive to Survive course will help her improve her driving.
Jeremy Patolo has been driving for 2½ years and is currently on his green Ps. Jeremy, who also works with Leah,
would like to do the course to improve his driving skills to avoid any serious accidents. One of his close friends lost control of his car recently and collided with an oncoming vehicle. Jeremy’s friend wasn’t badly injured, but his passenger
had to be cut out of the car. Jeremy says they are both OK, but believes Ian Luff’s Drive to Survive course will help him
avoid a similar accident.
Harley Pringle, who has had his red P plates for just over a year, was nominated by his father Rod, SCCA Social Director. You may have seen Harley as he attends most of our social drives. Rod thinks drivers have to become more vigilant on our roads, need more training and experience, and would expect our younger drivers to be better equipped to
handle any situation which might arise.
Nadia Sawas is nearly 21 years old and on her green P’s. She says this opportunity to attend Ian Luff’s ‘P-Plate Drive to
Survive’ course would be a huge bonus for her to improve her confidence on the road. Warren Lawlor, who nominated
Nadia, believes this program would provide her with driving skills to ensure she is safe as possible in a car and that she
is the idea candidate for this course.
We’re quite confident that Monique, Page, Stephanie, Jeremy, Harley and Nadia will improve their driving skills as a result of attending Ian Luff’s Drive to Survive course.
All SCCA Members should be very proud to have contributed to improved driver training in this way.
Colin and Carol Dodds
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DRIVER SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR SPEED EVENTS
As some of you may know I had an ‘incident’ at the June 1 Supersprint at Sydney Motorsport Park North circuit
which involved contact with a concrete wall in the mighty Mark 2a.
Unfortunately the mighty Mark 2a is less mighty and somewhat shorter than it used to be. I ended up with rela
tively minor injuries that looked worse than they actually were. Thankfully they weren’t as bad as they could have
been as the contact wasn’t at high speed. But I think I can safely say that driver injuries could have been avoided
or minimised had I paid more attention to driver safety gear.
At the time I was building the car 7 years ago I didn’t reckon I needed the fifth or sixth strap to be attached to the four
point harness. As a consequence a four point harness is all I had. Without the extra strap/straps to the floor below the
driver’s thighs, the lap belt can never sustain the pressure of tightly adjusted shoulder straps without it and the substantial buckle that comes with racing harnesses being pulled up over your stomach.
As a result I suspect some of my contact with the steering wheel (chest and head) and certainly knees with the firewall/
scuttle resulted from some forward movement in the seat and some submarining under a less tighter than ideal lap belt.
I always checked to ensure the belt was ‘tight’ but tightness was limited by the lack of the downwards restraint of the 5 th
or 6th strap. Always use a 6 point harness!
Inside the helmet which did hit the steering wheel and was chipped but not obviously fractured, I sustained a broken
nose and torn lip as the helmet moved up and down over my face. I’m mystified by this as the helmet, less than 2 years
old, felt to me to be too tight. It was in contact with my face and passed the twisting head (as you rotate your head from
side to side the helmet should follow it and not be left behind) and the ‘grab the back of it and try to pull it off over your
head’ tests.
I was wearing a fire resistant balaclava and wonder if this reduces the friction between head and helmet allowing more
movement in an extreme event than might be expected. But in thinking back to when I bought the helmet the guy who
sold it to me did not do any fitting and had a fairly small range from which to try different shapes, sizes and brands. Try
on a lot of helmets and find someone with the time, interest and range in stock (race helmets not bike helmets which
may not have fire retardant lining) to get the fit absolutely correct. Give yourself the time to do this too. And use a HANS
device with your helmet for further neck protection whether it is compulsory or not.
The lesson is don’t be lulled into a sense of false security especially if it is some years since you fitted out your car. Review and update your safety gear more often than you tinker with mechanical and other aspects of your car!
And don’t think that just because you are in a ‘slow’ Sprite, or just starting out, or ‘just doing supersprints’ you don’t need
it – wrong! Use the best and best fitting seat, seat mounting, harness and helmet you can get. And then adjust them
properly each time you wear them. Spend your time and money on the safety equipment first, then what’s left on the car!
Paul Orton
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SOCIAL EVENTS 2014
TBA: Event date and details to be advised; TBC: Event date and details “To Be Confirmed”.
Please check the Events page on the Club’s website for up-to-date info and changes.
<www.spriteclub.com/ events>

EVENT

DATE

AUGUST
SEPT

17

Shannons Display Day — Eastern Creek

22

Drive in the Macarthur area followed by lunch at Camden Valley Inn.
Meet at 9.30am – Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.30am.
Contact Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.

24

All British Day at The Kings School - The King’s School – Nth Parramatta - Meet in
the Parramatta Swimming Centre CAR PARK (between the pool & the river), O’Connell St,
Parramatta 8 am SHARP for an 8.30 am departure (in convoy)
— See advert on page 4

7

Rookwood Cemetery Tours (Plague & Pestilence) meet 2 Prospect Hotel, Great
Western Highway, Prospect (Blacktown) meet at 9.00am for 9.15am departure, Tour at
cemetery starts at 10.00am. Tours cost only $15.00 per person. Children 11-16 years
half price. Children under 11 are free. If going straight to Cemetery tour starts at corner
of Necropolis Circuit & William Drive Rookwood.

OCT

19

Drive to Southern Highlands – lunch at a winery (venue tbc).
Meet at 9.30am – Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.30am.
Contact Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.

21

Narellan to Thirlmere Rail Museum & Markets - Start Narellan, through Camden,
Picton than on to Thirlmere. Meet @ McDonalds Narellan, 326 Camden Valley Way,
Narellan. Meet 9.30am Sunday 21st September for departure @ 10.00am.
Contact Rod Pringle 0448 009 223 or social@spriteclub.com

12

Richmond to Megalong Valley Tea Rooms. - Start @ Richmond opposite Airbase
go through Richmond, through Bilpin, Bell, Mount Victoria and then to Megalong Tea
Rooms. Meet @ Ham Common (Park opposite Richmond RAAF Base Richmond)
Meet @ 10.00am Sunday 12th October for departure @ 10.30am.
Contact Rod Pringle 0448 009 223 or social@spriteclub.com

17

Lunch at the Mount Kembla Pub.—
Meet at 9.30am – Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.30am. Contact Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.

26

Royal National Park to Austinmer. - Start Royal National Park go through Park,
exit Park @ Helensburgh, Otford, Coalcliff, and Coledale than Austinmer for lunch.
Meet @ Flood Gates 500m in on Farnell Ave Loftus which is off the Princess Hwy
Loftus. Meet 10.30am Sunday 26th October for 11.00am departure.
Contact Rod Pringle 0448 009 223 or social@spriteclub.com

NOV
DEC

9

Narellan to Bowral. - Start Narellan, through Camden, Picton, Bargo, Yerrinbool,
Mittagong than to Bowral. Stop for lunch. Meet @ McDonalds Narellan, 326 Camden
Valley Way, Narellan. Meet 10.00am Sunday 9th November for departure @ 10.30am.
Contact Rod Pringle 0448 009 223 or social@spriteclub.com

14

Mystery destination in Camden area.....Meet at 9.30am – Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli
for Coffee/chat – depart 10.30am. Contact Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404
631 200.

22

McGraths Hill to St Albans. - Meet @ McGraths Hill, through Pitt Town, Cattai, Maroota, Wisemans Ferry, Than St Albans. Stop for lunch at Settlers Arm Inn and walk
around town. Meet @ 10.00am Saturday 22 nd November for departure @ 10.30am.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com

14

AGM & Christmas BBQ—details to follow

**

**

Pointscores are indicated in the right hand column, those marked **.
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COMPETITION CALENDAR 2014
Date

Day

Race Meeting

Location

Organiser

AUGUST
Sun

FOSC

SMP South Circuit

FOSC

8-9 Aug

Sat/Sun

Historic Festival of Speed

Winton-Long Circuit , VIC

VHRR (VIC)

13th Aug

Wed

GEAR Day -

Wakefield Park

G.E.A.R

16 Aug

Sat

CSCA SuperSprint

SMP-Brabham Circuit

Morgan Owners

24th Aug

Sun

Hillclimb

Kempsey, Mt Cooperabung

NSW Hillclimb

Sat/Sun

Muscle Car Masters

SMP-Brabham Circuit

ARDC

14 Sep

Sun

Hillclimb

Huntley, Dapto Wollongong

NSW Hillclimb

20-21 Sep

Sat/Sun

Festival of Sports & Racing

Lakeside, QLD

HRCC (QLD)

27-28 Sept

Sat/Sun

Historic Meeting

Wakefield Park

HSRCA

5th Oct

Sun

Hillclimb

Newcastle King Edward Park

NSW Hillclimb

Tbc Oct

Wed

GEAR Day -

Wakefield Park

G.E.A.R

18-19 Oct

Sat/Sun

Ipswich Classic

Queensland Raceway, QLD

HRCC (QLD)

25 Oct

Sat

CSCA SuperSprint Training

Wakefield Park

Triumph Sports

26th Oct

Sun

CSCA SuperSprint

Wakefield Park

Triumph Sports

Sandown, VIC

VHRR (VIC)

3rd Aug
th

SEPTEMBER
6-7 Sep
th

OCTOBER

th

NOVEMBER
7-8-9 Nov

Fri/Sat/Sun Return of the Thunder

16th Nov

Sun

FOSC

SMP South Circuit

FOSC

29-30th Nov

Sat/Sun

Historic Meeting

SMP

HSRCA

DECEMBER
3rd Dec

Wed

GEAR Day -

Wakefield Park

G.E.A.R

14 Dec

Sun

CSCA SuperSprint

SMP-South Circuit

Sprite Car Club

TBC

CSCA Presentation Day

TBC

CSCA

TBC

CSCA Training Day

Marulan Training Centre

MGCC Multiclub

Shannons Display Day at Eastern Creek
Sunday 17 August
We have only 20 tickets for Sprite Club Members this year.
Entry is by ticket only.
Contact Greg Strange for your ticket.
This year it is 50 years since the Mk 3 Sprite ,and Mk 2 Midget hit the road. We have special places for a display of
these great cars. We need as many examples of these marques as possible. We are also trying for a pit lane garage to
display our club cars.
Contact Greg Strange for information.
(w) 9319 2299
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SHORT RUN TO THE BARGO PIE SHOP

It was a fine Winter Saturday as we met at Narellan McDonalds, it was a bit nippy as we drove to our meeting point. We
had 8 Sprites, 1 Midget and a Mini, with 1 Bugeye meeting us at Bargo. We were led by Barry and Beryle Taylor who
took us through the back of Narellan and along Razorback. All went well except for the car that pulled out in the middle
of our convoy, don’t know how she didn’t see the 10 off us in a row, but we did miss her, but that’s another story, with
great weather and plenty of sunshine it was a great run down. We didn’t have this run in the Magazine and sent it out on
Chimp Mail with little notice, but had 25 people turn up which was great for a run.

Rod’s comments as above reflect a great Club outing – but there is a bit of more background.
When the Committee was looking for possible destinations I must admit to suggesting the Bargo Pie Shop with some
confidence – all based on my efforts in searching out the best pies on the eastern seaboard.
Some say that I have been known to do a u-turn across six lanes of traffic and go back ten kilometres for a good pie!
While a hot 4 ‘n’ 20 is a great stand by, I have in recent times for example rated –
-Bryant’s in Goulburn at least 6/10 remembering that then Prime Minister Gough Whitlam gave them a great rap in
about 1973, tho nowadays it is a bit of a detour to get off H31.
-The Thirlmere Bakery must get an 8, but if you miss out on the limited tables available it’s a bit ordinary with
standing room only.
- The Holbrook Bakery much further South is well known for travellers on the Hume, but then parking the tow-car and
trailer on a Phillip Island weekend can be a challenge, but still rates a sure 7/10
But the Bargo Pie Shop was a recent discovery which in the pie stakes must get a 9/10 – like it is not unusual to have to
wait 5 minutes ‘until we get another tray out of the oven’. That is a fresh pie.
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SHORT RUN TO THE BARGO PIE SHOP cont’d

The Bargo Pie Shop aka ‘Bimbos’ was in recent years a Pancake Shop of all things, however its real story lies in the
Australian road transport history. I have seen photos of Inter 190s, and plodding Leyland Comets amongst the many
interstaters crowding the hard standing area outside the old servo in the 1950s and sixties. Times when ears got little
regard as the air start of a B61 Mack kicked in, or a heavily overloaded Comer ‘Knocker’ crawled back onto the highway
were the real heyday of Bimbos.
It regularly gets a mention in the Classic Truck media ( yes Joyce, there are some who restore old highway haulers just
as we restore Sprites), and has even featured on the cover of one of Ray Kernaghan’s ( yes, he is Lee’s dad) old trucking albums – now that’s real history.
The decor of Bimbos still reminds of those times, with old armchairs around the big log fireplace, Laminex tables and
matching chairs but now with neat table cloths and flowered ornaments to soften the image of the once popular truck
stop. It’s easy however to imagine the yarns of ‘fiddled’ Log Books, dodging the ‘scalies’ and ‘a couple of ton on top for
me’ as drivers caught up with the news from Highway 31.
One of our lady members (names won’t be mentioned so as to avoid possible revelations of age) there for the run, on
finding out that the Pie Shop was in fact Bimbos, recalled visiting it as a young girl.
Di said that ‘yes, there was a big shed out the back with a lot of stuff in it’. Further questions about what sort of stuff
got the helpful reply ‘oh, only blokes stuff’ – but needless to say a few of us checked If there were any remnants laying
around!
All in all the visit to Bimbos turned out to be a great Club Run with some of our ‘Friday’ members attending, some members who we rarely see at events and some cars that many of us had not seen, at least for quite some time.

Article by Rob & Barry
Photos by Rob & David

15

SPRITE TORQUE

AUGUST 2014

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING held at Parramatta RSL Club
on 8th July 2014, commenced at 7.35 pm
Present: Committee members: Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Barry Cockayne, Greg Holden, Greg Strange, Les
Payne, Ric Forster, Dianne Lawlor, Ross Reichardt
Members: Ron Farlow, Paul Barbara, Kerry Smith, David Laing
Prospective member: Ross Parkinson
Apologies: Colin Dodds, Leah Holden, Damon Smith, Avis Fowler, Warren Lawlor, Annie Lawlor, Harley Pringle.
Minutes of Previous Meeting:;. The minutes of the June meeting were confirmed. Moved Rod Pringle, seconded
Barry Cockayne, carried.
Business Arising: None other than items covered later in the agenda.
Treasurer’s Report: Les Payne reported
General Account:

Savings account:

Opening balance

$3,124.70

Deposits

$1,920.03

Payments
Closing balance

$2,251.46

Opening balance
Interest

$2,793.27
$27,499.47
$54.36

Closing balance
Business transaction account:

SCCA Drive to Survive Account

$27,553.83

Opening balance
Deposits

Nil

Payments—Fees

$10.00

Closing balance
Opening balance
Deposits
Payments
Closing balance

$3,869.67

$3,859.67
$990.00
nil
$10.00

TOTAL CASH IN BANK
The report was moved accepted by Graham Wells, seconded Rod Pringle, carried.

$980.00
$34,206.77

Secretary’s Report: Graham Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
-Email Avis Fowler re new members
-Emails Glen Falson re mid-week runs.
-Shoalhaven Council re Motorsport park.
-Email CAMS Newsletter
- Email Warren Lawlor re race events.
-Brochures: Ceva Transport, Tulip Time, Pitstop Bookshop
- Magazines: Goblins Gazette, T Read

Social Events: Presented by Rod Pringle:
Coming events to be listed in Sprite Torque & on the website.
-Saturday July 19th Christmas in July.
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Minutes monthly meeting cont’d
Social Events cont’d
-Sunday July20th Liverpool Swap Meet
- Sunday August 17th Shannons Display Day
-Sunday August 24st All British Day & SCCA Display Day.
-Sunday September 21st Burwood Show & Shine
- October date TBA Hunter week-end away.
-Sunday December 7th AGM & Christmas Party.
The short run to Bargo Pie shop was a great success with 25 participants.
Dyno Day was cancelled due not enough participants.
Hunter week-end in October: Rod asked if we want a bus to drive everyone around. All agreed.
Glen Falson suggested a number of mid-week runs but withdrew his offer to run them.
Suggested events for next year are a family Drive-In, a Ghost Tour & a run to Orange or Dubbo.
CAMS/CMC: Barry Cockayne reported no new business other than newsletter. Points of interest were:
-winter apparel specials
-national awards will be in Sydney next year
-bulletin about fuel types allowed for category vehicles
Sprite Torque: Barry Cockayne reported for Sue.
-Sue is collating the next edition. Awaiting reports for some recent events.
CSCA/Competition:

Warren Lawlor reported by Email

-All British event was a success & he will write a report for Sprite Torque.
- Other members advised we had 15 competitors at the Austin Healey CSCA round.
Regalia: Dianne Lawlor showed a number of new item.
-She has topped up on stock of some other items
-She is getting some prices on grill badges
-Paul Barbara to send cloth badges to Dianne
-She will take some stock to Shannons Day & the Display Day.
Technical Meetings: Greg Strange reported.
-No reponse from the Iron Works.
-PRB was suggested as a possible venue.
-It was suggested that we hold another BBQ meeting at Greg’s work shop & invite a couple of suppliers to give a talk.
Web-site: Ross Reichardt reported:
-He is not happy with the on-line membership application form but will have it sorted shortly.
-Ross wants some new photos for the web-site.
-He can put small videos or Facebook links on.
-It was suggested we have a photo shoot day with a photo club next year.
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Minutes monthly meeting cont’d
Membership: Avis Fowler reported by Email.
Two new members proposed:
-Chris Martin of Warilla who has an Arkley.
-Chong Ly & Jennifer Hoang & their family, Kailyn & Ashlee of Newington. Recommended by Graham Russell &
Kevin Green. They have Minis.
All accepted by the committee.
Ross Parkinson came to the meeting & presented his application which was accepted.
Sponsorship of Driver Training: Greg Holden reported on the sub-committee meeting this month.
-All nominations have been evaluated and six have been selected, three from Club family & three from non-family.
These six were hard to separate.
``````````````
-Cost has been negotiated down to $195 per candidate so we need to ask for approval of $1170 expenditure.
-Proposed date is late September to be co-ordinated with Ian Luff & Channel 9.
Greg Holden proposed the above be approved, seconded Rod Pringle, carried.
Dianne Lawlor proposed the candidates all wear Club T shirts. All present agreed we give them T shirts of design to
be decided.
Ric Forster asked if the Club will be given a copy of any TV coverage & the rights to use it?
2014 Display Day & Club Concourse: Kerry Smith & Greg Holden reported.
-We have 55 entries to date.
-Kerry Smith is writing articles for Sprite Torque.
-We will meet at Parramatta Park as before & proceed to the Kings School.
-The sub-committee are looking at a number of prizes for other than Concourse awards.
-Greg has organised some sponsorship in cash & goods.
-We need volunteers for judging & set-up.
-Barry Cockayne said that the sub-committee should be congratulated on the amount of work they have put into the
event which has become virtually the Club’s major social occasion. All present agreed.
Shannons Day: Greg Strange reported:
-Ten tickets taken to date.
-Greg advised we have 5 spots on Pit Lane for the 50th anniversary of the Mk3 Sprite/Mk 2 Midget so we need a display
of suitable cars.
--Greg Holden advised that Brendan Wagner has asked, in the absence of a Sprite or Midget being nominated by the
Club for the concourse, would we nominate his Goggomobile Dart. There was general agreement & Greg asked Greg
Strange to see if entries were still open or closed.
2016 Challenge:
-Warren Lawlor by Email that he has been in contact with Wakefield Park & they have noted our interest but they are not
taking 2016 bookings at this time.
-Graham Wells presented some current costs for accommodation & dinner functions for initial estimates along with bus
company names.
General Business:
-Greg Strange asked about a presentation day. Greg Holden advised the trophies are all done & we need to nominate a
day. Christmas in July was suggested but it is too close to advise recipients. A special event in October or the AGM was
suggested.
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Minutes monthly meeting cont’d
General Business cont’d
-Greg Strange commented on the RMS registration discussion paper. It is on-line & comments can be placed online. Greg will send out the link.
-Ric Forster advised that CAMS has changed the regulations with respect to helmets & forward head restraints.
They will be mandatory for higher events but optional for speed events.
-Barry Cockayne advised he cannot attend the CMC meeting on July 29 th & we need an alternate delegate.
-Greg Holden advised he has been in contact with Paul Orton & he is recovering well.

Meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.
Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 12th, 2014; Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie Sts., Parramatta at
7.30 p.m.
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WAKEFIELD PARK JUNE 28th 2014 - SUPER SPRINT
15 SCCA starters. The weather prediction was cold and windy. We rose Saturday morning and it was crisp with
the sun rising and the sky blue. The day started a little slow for some of us who came down Friday night for
scrutineering and stayed the night in town. We were a little scattered as this was a busy weekend for accom
modation in Goulburn. Normally we all gather around the Bakehouse but this was fully booked. Andrew and I
booked into a guest house opposite the railway station. It was cheap and ok, although a little noisy as many
workers left for work early. Andrew’s and my friend Craig Bevan came over from Albury to tell a few yarns of
our past adventures which made for a good night.

Out at the track the pits were abuzz with those who came
down in the morning sorting out scrutineering and others
just checking all was well. Following drivers briefing the day
started well, until about the 3rd run and an engine let go with
a large oil spill in front of the starters box. Quite a delay in
proceedings.
Andrew went out in the Elfin, missed a gear, a little spin
which caused few too many revs for his mufflers. Both mufflers split wide open along the seam on top of the muffler.
This then burnt through the heat shield and by the time he
returned to the pits the pod covering the muffler was smoking .

Andrew went out in the Elfin, missed a gear, a little spin
which caused few too many revs for his mufflers. Both mufflers split wide open along the seam on top of the muffler.
This then burnt through the heat shield and by the time he
returned to the pits the pod covering the muffler was smoking . Many hands joined in between their respective runs and
assisted in removing the rear guard, disassembling the rear
suspension all to remove the pod over the muffler. Being a
bushy, Andrew, closed the gap on the muffler with fencing
wire and reassembled the suspension and guard in preparation for the trip home.

1 pm down came the rain. I and a few others who were able to put up their roofs went out for a couple of sessions in
the rain. On the warm up lap I did a 180 turn on turn 4. I settled down from there and enjoyed a slippery drive.
The rain did not stop till day’s end. The day was cold and most people were disappointed with their lap times.
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WAKEFIELD PARK JUNE 28th 2014 - SUPER SPRINT cont’d
Several Sprinters stayed for the Sunday all British day and were joined by other Sprinters arriving, as I headed
home. The clutch fork bush gave way as I was on the last laps so I will remove engine and gearbox on my re turn
home.
Once home I found a concentric clutch arrangement in the UK. This arrived in 4 days but once bolted to the
gearbox, it didn’t line up correctly, so now we are rebuilding the back plate. Life is full of little challenges.
Looking forward to Eastern Creek mid August.
Les

NEW MEMBERS
Chris Martin of Warilla who has an Arkley.
Here is a brief history of myself and my interest in Sprites.
Born in Arkley England in 1955 I worked a Saturday job at the local sports car garage run by racer John Britten while
still at school.
That led to a career in various garage jobs, restoring and repairing sports and racing cars and eventually building race
cars including twelve years with a couple of Formula One teams.
I came to Australia in 2003 with my Australian wife (she never really got used to the Pommy weather) and we bought a
house on the south coast near Wollongong.
I had for a long time been involved with Ford Model Ts and still belong to both the NSW and UK clubs and somehow
along the way acquired a few Mercedes although we have cut that back to three, soon hopefully to be two.
I joined the Australian Motorlife Museum at Kembla Grange and was elected onto the committee three years
ago. That is where I met Ray Fahey and Paul Unicomb, both members of the Sprite club.
I had asked them to let me know if they heard of any Arkley modified Spridgets for sale as I did not even know if there
were any in Australia.
I was put in touch with a member in Sydney, (Kevin Sly?), who has one needing some work apparently, but he was not
too keen on selling, and then a couple of months ago Paul told me about another advertised within the club which was
restored, registered and for sale. That car was in Tweed Heads so I flew up there and drove it back.
For the whole story on that see;
http://www.velocetoday.com/correspondents-cars-from-arkley-to-australia-to-arkley/
For more on the Arkleys; http://www.arkleyss.com/
I am currently semi-retired as I have to care for my wife, but I do write occasional reports for various car magazines,
including Classic & Sports Car, some car related websites and I am editor of the Motorlife News which is the members
newsletter for the Australian Motorlife Museum. I have also written a small book on Charles Montier and his racing
Ford specials in 1920s and ‘30s France. For more on that see; http://www.velocetoday.com/montier-model-a-ford/
Other interests are the usual;
Driving; either just exploring southern NSW or attending club rallies and car shows.
Photography; mostly at the above mentioned events and to accompany my written reports for publication.
Reading; I have an extensive library at home with many books on vintage, classic and sports cars.
Music; most types except for the most recent styles the ‘teens go for these days.
Walking the dog; Django the forty kilo Golden Retriever.
I am sure there is more to tell, but that should give you enough to work on for now!
Chris Martin
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Letter from a USA Traveller, Sarah Crombie -Supplied by Wendy Gibbs
When I came to Australia, I'd promised to try and get some newsletter articles to contribute, as I was hoping to
meet up with some Healey people in my travels. Unfortunately, since I've been travelling so much, I haven't
ended up catching many events. What I have gotten, instead, is to catch up with quite a few of the people, which
in many ways is so much better. Besides the obvious: "the people make the events," for me, at least, they are the
majority of the reason I go to the events. You always hold your friends dear, but in the past few months of my
travels, I'm reminded of how incredibly lucky I am to be a part of such an amazing group of people.
My parents have been members of the Austin-Healey Club of America since before I was born. Growing up in the Club,
it's always been almost like extended family for me. My parents - and I - are the types whose door is always open to
people finding themselves in our area, and we think nothing of it. But it's different to give than to receive.
I've been finding myself getting into a car, or meeting up, with a total stranger - someone I've never met before and
whose face I've never seen before - and going for a ride or going home with them! (So much for "Don't get into cars with
strangers!") Starting to question who I can trust, it is an immense comfort to have been able to get in touch with the
members I've met here; knowing I'm with Healey people makes me feel like I'm in safe hands. Especially travelling in an
unknown country, on my own, and so far away from my own country, that feeling is immeasurable and priceless.
The help and hospitality I've received from the members I've met in the past few months - half of whom had never even
met or spoken to me and the other half only recently via e-mail - is overwhelming. It's like when you stop to smell the
roses: you may already know how lucky you are, but it's so every day that it too often gets taken for granted, and it's
times like this it smacks you in the face and makes you appreciate what kind people are in your life, simply joined by a
common interest or hobby.
It's more than a car club; it's a network of friends whether you've met them or not - and, for me, a family
and people I can always feel safe with. Although there
were so many more people from my trip than I can list, I
am especially appreciative to Rob, Maressa, Andrew,
and Robin Rowland; Teresa and Graeme Marr; Hazel,
Rod, and Adam Llyod; Ian Wookey; Alwyn and Helen
Keepence; Kath and Hugh Webber; Avis Fowler;
Wendy Gibbs; Terry and Pat Bancroft; Roland Nancarrow; Peter and Veronica Linn; and the long list
of wonderful people I met at the Mandurah Rally over
Easter weekend for all of the assitance, support, and
caring.
If I've left anybody out, I do apologize,
but certainly haven't forgotten you!
While I am
still hoping to write up an "event" story soon, I wanted
to take a moment to share my appreciation, gratitude,
and heart-felt thanks.

Ron Nancarrow – Healey Club

22

Ron Lloyd, Sarah Crombie & Hazel Lloyd

High Tea at Katoomba - Wendy & Sarah
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TORQUE TRADER
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers, just phone,
email or post the Editor of Sprite Torque, details on page 2

LAST MONTH
FOR SALE: 1965 Austin Healey Sprite Mk 3
Fair condition
Silver in colour
1098CC engine
Mini lite mags
FULL NSW registered number plates till February 2015.
Always garaged
Asking Price $7,000.00 ONO
Please phone Jason 0412 961 715

NEW MEMBERS
Chong Ly & Jennifer Hoang & children, Kailyn & Ashlee of Newington.
I've always been a car enthusiast and about 10 years ago I bought my first classic car, my Morris Mini K 1100 and I've
owned it ever since. I rebuilt the engine myself and restored most of the bodywork and mechanicals on my own as a
rolling restoration.
Since then I now have 4 cars and a garage full of tools and parts.
I was previously a member of the Mini Car Club of Australia but my membership has lapsed many years ago after discoveringAusmini.com forum. I've been an Ausmini member since 2004 and have gotten a lot from the community and
give back whenever I could.
I first heard if SCCA through other current members Kevin Green and Graham Russell and have been meaning to join
for a number of years. I've known about the SCCA and Colin Dodds through many people and Ausmini members.
Only this year have I finally made the decision to to join and the catalyst of which was wanting to put my mini on conditional registration. Although in hindsight I should have joined years earlier!
I've joined as a family membership because my mini and cars are such a large aspect of our family that I am sure my
wife and two daughters would want to participate in the many events and shows the SCCA has to offer.
Chong
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Christmas in July 2014—Wallacia Hotel
Images by Margaret Farlow

