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Interesting Items
The Sprite Car Club of Australia (SCCA) now has a facebook page. I’m excited! Pop on over and have a
look. Harley Pringle has done a great job to get it up and running.

www.facebook.com/groups/1343021499057918/

Here’s an interesting link from an email: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferrari_250_GT_SWB_Breadvan
And another from our Club Secretary:http://archive.aweber.com/sportscardigest


Note the Bug-eye at the Indianaloplis Historics.

The August 2016 edition of Retroautos is now on line. There’s plenty of reading, and it is all free.
Click on this link: http://issuu.com/retroautos (or go through www.retroautos.com.au).

Photos from Round 4 of the Combined Sports Car Association can be found at:
http://pau7l-csca164.tumblr.com/ Courtesy of Paul Cooper
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Committee
VICE PRESIDENT

Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc.
ABN: 62879038-526

Barry Cockayne

Club Patron: John Sprinzel

0427 066 878
vicepresident@spriteclub.com

PRESIDENT

SECRETARY
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Graham Wells

Les Payne
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0418286831

(02)9654 1344

0415 826 650

membership@spriteclub.com

president@spriteclub.com

secretary@spriteclub.com treasurer@spriteclub.com

SOCIAL DIRECTOR
Rod Pringle
0448 009 223
social@spritecub.com

Marque Mentors

CLUB CAPTAIN

Mk 1 Sprite

Greg Holden 0418 286 831, Colin Dodds 0414 789 263

David Baigent

Mk 2 Sprite

Neil Scott 0409 326 021

Mk 3 Sprite

Greg Strange 02 9909 8607, Kevin Sly 02 9604 2010

captain@spriteclub.com
MAGAZINE EDITOR
Wendy Gibbs

Mk 3 Midget Position Vacant but Colin Dodds 0414 789 263 may be able to assist

0458 427 332

1500 Midget Greg Coonan 02 4257 1307

editor@spriteclub.com
C.S.C.A DELEGATE
David Baigent
REGISTRAR &
CLUB PLATES
Colin Dodds
0414789263
registrar@spriteclub.com
REGALIA
Avis Fowler
(02)4729 3726
regalia@spriteclub.com
CLUB WEBSITE
Ross Reichardt
Spriteclub@spriteclub.com
(02) 9980 6843
CAMS DELEGATE

S.C.C.A
P.O. Box 696
Kingswood. NSW 2747
Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com
Snail Mail to : 202 Fitzroy Street, Grafton. NSW 2460
(magazine contributions close 20th of each month)
General Meetings
Parramatta RSL Club—2 Macquarie St, Parramatta. NSW 1250
2nd Tuesday of each month starting at 7:30pm—Lachlan Room

S.C.C.A. WEBSITE: www.spriteclub.com
(View Sprite Torque in colour in the MEMBERS ONLY section)
S.C.C.A. Email List: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
spridgets-aus

Barry Cockayne
0427 066 878
LIBRARIAN
Dave Lawrence
(02) 9810 8982
librarian@spriteclub.com
GENERAL COMMITTEE
Kerry Smith
David Laing
Ron Farlow

PLEASE NOTE: The Committee positions are all honourary
and are undertaken by private individuals in their spare time.
Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may
prefer to call you back at a time more convenient for themselves.
The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for
the accuracy or reliability of articles, correspondence, opinions or
advertisements contained herein.

Colin Dodds
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Presidents Report
By the time you read this report we would have ran
our round of the CSCA supersprint series. We have
had 73 competitors enter this year so it should be a
get meeting.
We must thank our volunteers even before we run
the event.
We are also running the Sprite Car Club Drive to
Survive Program again this year so if you have a
neighbour, friend or work colleague on their P’s,
nominate them. They can be a good driver or one
with some bad habits.

It is a great credit to the Austin Healey Car Club
who initiated this event that is now receiving accolades around the world.
What have Leah and I been up to?
I started a new job about a month ago and it has
been pretty busy. Work has taken a bit of a priority
and already they have been sending me all over the
country side.
We have had some small fires around the place and
the rocky outcrop heading up the drive is now looking pretty damn neat.

It has been very rewarding seeing people go though
I think I have got my hands on a few more goats
the program so think about who you could nomiand a few are in kid which will be good for the grand
nate.
kids. Simon the youngest of our girls has now been
We have got a good range of events happening
corralled to ensure she does not eat the neighbours
over the coming months:
nice garden to nothing.

Christmas in July
Camping at Newnes in October
Weekend at Sofala
As well as Rods impromptu coffee runs

The rabbits around the yard are driving me mad and
the dog does almost nothing about them.
Leah will not let me knock them over with the car
and we cannot bait the buggers either.
Did i tell you all we are going to be grand parents
again. Number 4 grandchild is on its way and we
need to be ready for Christmas.

We also celebrated Donald Healey’s birthday again
in July with 12 Sprite and Midget owners turning out
for the day. We also had Geoff Healey the Grandson of Donald and his family turn up on the day as
well as a few other Pommys turn out to celebrate
That’s it from me
the event.
Greg Holden
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Fish and Chips @ Palm Beach
Written and Photos by Rod Pringle

It was a cold and really wet Sunday morning as I
got the sprite out, put the roof on the car, didn’t
worry about putting the windows on the car, thought
I would take my chances. It rained from Penrith
down to Parramatta and some, went to go through
the lights near MacDonald’s and the car stopped in
the middle of the intersection, got out and pushed it
up around the corner. The car had a bit of a miss
on the way down but what the hell, it’s all a challenge isn’t it. Lifted the bonnet and took the cap of
the distributer, pulled out the rotor, got a new rotor
button out of the boot, good thing we carry spares
around in my lunch bag. Put the rotor button on,
cap on, turned the key and pulled the starter switch
and off we go.

Finally, we arrived at Palm Beach found parking
across the road from the Fish and Chip Shop,
found our way inside, sat at a table next to a heater, we ordered and had great fish and chips, Colin
and Carol had been here before, we talked about
Colin an Corals trip over to England and Scotland,
also about Annie and Warren trip over there. The
conversation was great and varied. The food was
very good and I would recommend it.
After a good feed and chat it was time say goodbye, it had been a great day, even with the rain,
next time we go, we need to pray for good weather,
and such is life.

Still got to Macdonald’s first. Donna and Harley arrived next, then Annie and Warren Lawler, Kevin
and Wendy Green (Mini), last but not least, Colin
and Carol Dodds. We sat around and had a cup of
coffee and Kevin and Wendy decided to go home,
bit too wet for Mini’s. As the only one with a Sprite, I
lead with everybody else tucked in behind. It was
still raining and it rained all the way to Palm Beach.
I was having problems with wheel spin and getting
a wet leg from the leak under the dash. There was
heaps of traffic all the way, glad it wasn’t in the middle of summer.

What kind of cat should you never play with?
A Cheetah!

What kind of key opens a banana?
A Monkey!
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Donald Healey’s Birthday
Writing & Pictures by Rod Pringle

We couldn’t ask for a better day, the sun was out, about a new Museum opening up in Warwick Engroof down on the Sprite and we were off to Parra- land.
matta Park to Celebrate Donald Healey’s Birthday,
with the Healey Club who had invited us along. On
arriving there were several cars there before me,
so we all lined up, in all there was about 40 cars.

There was much admiring of cars any many stories around. I even found Greg asleep in between
a couple of cars, he can sleep anywhere.
There was Healey’s, Sprites, Alvis, and many
more cars designed and build by Donald Healey.

We had a BBQ lunch, enjoyed looking at the cars
before the day ended, overall it was a great day,
hope to see you there again next year.

Donald Healey’s Grand Son was also there and
told us a few stories about his Grandfather and
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How the Sebring came
about………………..

fore I completely stripped down the Bugeye to a
bare shell, repaired the damage caused by many
years of tarmac rallying, a respray and then conversion into road going specification, this being completed mid 2015.

By Peter Smith
Whilst on holiday in the UK about 7 years ago, I was
visiting a long time friend of mine I had worked with
in the car industry in the Midlands. I got to hear
about Archers Garage in Birmingham that were in
the business of classic cars and that they manufactured and sold body panels plus other gear replicating “Sebring” Sprites built in the 1960’s.

Moving back to the end of 2010...as part of the strip
down process I found myself looking at an unemployed rally specification engine, upgraded
drivetrain, suspension and braking assemblies on
the floor of the workshop. Thereby a plan was
hatched in my mind to build a Sebring Sprite to
“super spec” using all of these components (and to
relocate my racing boots).
A project base was duly sourced – a basketcase
Mk2A Sprite and then without going into the details
of the countless telephone calls and emails, in April
2013 a large box arrived from Archers Garage in the
UK for collection from the terminal at Botany filled
with panels, seats, doors and other parts.

Being already hooked on Sprites and Midgets from
way back, I took up the opportunity of a kindly invitation by Brian Archer to come to his workshop on a
Saturday morning to view some customers vehicles
in the making and some body moulds, parts etc.
Although the moulds included the traditional
“Sprinzel” type bonnet and roof I was really impressed and my eye taken with a Monza type bonnet based upon an original “competition” type bonnet panel as sold by Speedwell in the 1960’s and
also a fastback roof made from a mould from a Williams and Pritchard fabricated alloy design from the
same era.

Thus the build took place on a part time basis over
the next (almost) 3 years until January 2016 when
the car emerged from our workshops just in time for
the Phillip Island Historic Racing meeting which is
just as well as we had entered the event some
months earlier.

I decided at that moment that at some time or another I would build a Sebring Sprite of unknown
specifications but based upon these panels. Meanwhile back home I had been competing in Targa
Tasmania in my Bugeye Sprite over many years
whilst at the same time constantly improving the veDuring the build there had been many late nights
hicle as a part time development project.
involved (and a lot of cancelled weekend social enIn 2010 I decided that I had completed my last Tar- gagements) but with the assistance and very acga event and to hang up my racing boots and retire complished skills of my son Ashley, we had made
the poor vehicle. A refurbish was in the air so there- the deadline. We both raced at Phillip Island with
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resulting best lap times of 2min 6.8 (Ashley) 2min 8
(me) which we were both happy with considering
neither of us had ever been on a racetrack before
apart from a few laps of Wakefield Park and the car
was only just “out of the box”. The recorded times
also prove that you can’t beat youth…………
The next plans for the car apart from Phillip Island
next year and possibly Sandown in November will
be some selected Supersprints and Display Days
such as the All British day in August. It has been an
amazing project and I have received many comments and admirations during and since the vehicle
build and look forward to showing and sharing its
delights with fellow Spriters.

Peter has supplied a detailed list of Specifications of his car. If you would like a copy, please email editor@spriteclub.com for a copy.
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A WEEEND OF WINE…….and
SPRITES

(formerly known as Infinion Raceway and before
that as Sears Point). It is a 4 km (2.5 mile) approx,
12 turn well laid out circuit with some elevation
changes to give more interest, and very good infraBy Barry Cockayne structure for both competitors and for spectators in
particularl.
When Qantas announced a super attractive fare in
late 2015 to promote its renewed service to San
I soon recalled my impression that the US Vintage
Francisco, it was so tempting that I promptly booked (historic) scene contrasts to OZ with many competiwithout much planning, other than to schedule the
tors having an ‘arrive and drive’ arrangement with
trip to enable me to take in the Wine Country Vinmajor Race Workshops. They bring multiple custage Races at Sonoma Raceway, while noting that it tomer race cars in state of the art Custom Transfell the weekend after our Winton Historics.
porters, and provide engineering support and hospitality for their entrants over the course of the event.
I had attended that Sports Car Club of America
Very few flatbed car trailers behind a station wagon
event a couple of times previously so figured that it
with an esky in the back like at Winton the previous
would all be pretty routine, more or less. The timing
weekend!
turned out a bit tight however as, after deciding to
bring forward retirement, getting back from Winton
The event featured the Trans Am and Can Am
and unloading Kermit and the tow car etc, my pack- groups with support categories comprising FJ and
ing and last minute arrangements became a bit fur- FF, Grand National Stock Cars ( like older Nascar
tive.
cars), pre 1962 Production and GT, pre 1955 Sports
Racing, 1970 – 79 IMSA GT cars and others within
All good however on the day, and after QF73’s
the 13 category, 350 approx entry list.
B747-400 was pushed back, rolled and left KSA behind, it became appropriate to set the holiday scene While the category names and specs are not so fawith a couple of very good Barossa whites at
miliar, there do appear to be many general similari32000ft.
ties with our 5th Category Historic classes – and certainly most of the race cars are typical of those repInto SFO and thru immigration/customs without unresented in our racing.
due drama ( tho being careful to patiently explain
what historic motor racing was all about as part of
my answer to ‘What is the purpose of your visit?’- no
joking with US Border folk). Over to Hertrz to pick
up the Chevy Cruze and lo and behold it has turned
into an E350 Benz with only 2K on the odo - things
were looking up!
The drive across the Bay Bridge and up to Sonoma
takes only an hour so and I soon checked into the
now familiar Motel on West Nappa Street, whereupon I was kindly advised, ‘by the way, we have a
wine tasting goin’ on in the restaurant’. This trip is
getting even better!
Early next morning however the serious stuff starts
with the 15/20 minute drive to Sonoma Raceway

That is, apart from a ‘real deal’ Ferrari 250 GTO,
two D-Types ( XKD403 and 502) and Terry Cowan’s
Sebring Sprite ( 96RPE/PMO200), all driven with
much determination.
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Pete’s day soon turned into one of those that we all
have from time to time – sorting the clutch taking up
the next session, then a flat battery next morning
( due to the thermo fan being left on overnight!)
causing much distraction in locating and installing
(a bigger non-standard size) replacement.

Both Sprites eventually got to the race start from
near (for Terry ) and from the actual rear of grid (for
Pete).

Consistent with his luck so far however, Pete only
made up a couple of places in his 2 laps before an
ominous smoke haze appeared from beneath the
Bugeye and his inevitable retirement. A blown
head gasket later being suspected – tho I thought
there was too much of an oil smell to lean towards
an early diagnoses of that (I am yet awaiting more
news after the head is lifted on the Bugeye!)

Anyway despite the challenges for my Californian
friends, the weekend at least for me was a fun
Terry typically, drove the wheels off the small bore SVRA Vintage event with an interesting variation
Sebring to get to about mid field in race 1, and Pete from our Historic racing.
after a few laps to settle in, made up several spots
from his rear of grid start.

In Race 2, both Sprites made headway, Terry getting into the quick front half bunch despite the
1100cc Sebring giving away a lot of capacity to
such as the 26R Elans, Abarth Porsche, MGBs,
Alfa GTVs and such.

The Sonoma event does not equal the following of
the high profile Leguna Seca ‘Rolex Reunion’ that,
with the Pre Reunion the previous weekend,
bookends the Monterey Car Week in mid August
each year. I recommend it however as a great alternative, and the town of Sonoma provides plenty
of opportunity to experience locally sourced foods
and wines (‘Highway 12’ Zyrah amongst those particularly noted).
My weekend was followed by a diversion up to
Seattle to do the Boeing Factory and Museum –
both having been on the list for some time and very
much worth the effort for those
‘airplane nerds’ amongst us.
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What: Penrith Muffler Man Tech Day
Where: 70B Cox Ave Kingswood NSW 2747

When: Saturday 30th of July,
Time: 1 pm onwards
Here they will talk about
Sport exhausts
Catalytic converters
Custom systems
And more
Lunch will be a sausage sizzle and drink supplied by the Sprite Car Club.
RSVP: 29th of July
(For catering numbers)
Contact: Avis – 0412051594
Email- regalia@spriteclub.com or Janet- 0421343100
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Coming Events
Month
July

Date
Sat 23

2016

Event Details

Xmas in July, Wentworth Falls Country Club
Wentworth Falls Country Club
206-220 Blaxland Road, Wentworth Falls. NSW
Meet @ 5.00pm Saturday for pre-drinks then in to dining area @ 6.30pm
for Christmas Dinner
Menu for Christmas in July
Turkey Breast & Glazed Ham Roasted
Baked Apple with Cranberry

Points

Roast Winter Vegetables

Score

Steamed Greens

Social

Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce OR
Pavlova with Fresh Whipped Cream & Berries
Tea & Coffee
Cost $30 per Person, Prepaid by 14th July, 2016
Please Contact me below for payment details and to book your seat.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au
August Fri 12
2016

Wollongong area drive – lunch at Mt Kembla Hotel.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.30am
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you
will need to make your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.

Sun 14

The Shannon’s Sydney Classic
Meet @ 9.15am depart 9.45 Prospect Hotel-Motel Great Western Hwy,
Prospect
All Day Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek Shannon’s Display Day,
Eastern Creek Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek.
If you require ticket for car please contact Rod.
Over 1900 Veteran & Classic vehicles from over 150 clubs on display and
on parade, including cars, motorbikes, scooters and military vehicles, police vehicles, ambulances & fire engines. AND it’s on rain, hail or shine.
There’s plenty to see and do indoors.
If you require ticket for car please contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223
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Coming Events
Month
Date
August Sun 28
2016

Event Details

All British Day
WHERE: - The Kings School – 82-129 Pennant Hills Rd, Nth Parramatta
WHEN: - Sunday 28th August 2016 – gates open 7AM – display 9am to 3pm
WHAT’S ON: - The annual ALL BRITISH DAY & SCCA annual Concours & Picnic Day – BBQ Lunch +++ included.

COST: - NO cost to you & your passengers if you display a vehicle. You need to
submit the ENTRY Form otherwise YOU WON’T GET A CAR TICKET
Last year we had over 120 vehicles on display of which 88 were Sprites/
Midgets.
Help us break records again this year whilst having FUN!
PLEASE Forward this completed form to:
Colin Dodds – SCCA Registrar: registrar@spriteclub.com
Points
OR Phone Colin on 0414 789 263 and give him your details by
Score
Mon 20th June 2016 Note: He will answer questions too!
Social
Sept Fri to
Sun
Royal Hotel Hill End Week-End Away
2016 16th-18th Leave Friday 16th from Richmond to Royal Hotel Hill End - Start @ Richmond
opposite Airbase go through Richmond, through Lithgow, Ilford, Sofala, and on
to hill end, Stopping @ Running Stream for lunch. Meet @ Ham Common (Park
opposite Richmond RAAF Base Richmond) @ 10.00am leaving @ 10.30am
sharp.
Accommodation will be @ the Royal Hotel, Hill End, The configuration of rooms
available is 6 doubles, 4 twins and 2 singles. We can therefore accommodate 22
people this includes a la carte dinner, accommodation and continental breakfast.
Dinner is served from 6 pm and breakfast is a "help yourself" arrangement at
any time in the morning. I have booked out the Hotel.
On Saturday, we will be going on a drive to High Valley Wine & Cheese Vineyard, Mudgee, and have lunch. Sunday morning have stroll around Hill End as
there are lots of historic buildings, and maybe go to the Museum in town.
First in first serve for rooms as we have a limited amount of double rooms and
you may get a twin room.
Estimated Cost $150.00 per Person
Please Contact me below for payment details and to book your room, payment
by 30th August.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au
Fri 23

Visit Southern Highlands garden (5th Chapter Winery, entry $10.00 - goes to
Garvan Institute) – lunch at the Scottish Arms Hotel.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or
Meet at 11.00am – Robertson Pie Shop - depart 11.30am.
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will
need to make your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.
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Coming Events
Month Date
Event Details
Oct Sat-Mon Camping Newnes Long Week-End in October
2016 01st-03rd Newnes Campground
Go up on Saturday Morning, Come Back Monday
Camping Trip to Newnes. Getting there: Newnes campground is on the western
side of Wollemi National Park. To get there: · Turn off the Castlereagh Highway
at Lidsdale, 7km west of Lithgow · Newnes is 35km from the turnoff · Access to
the other campground on the opposite side of the Wolgan river is by walking or
driving across the ford near the Newnes Hotel - take care as the river levels can
rise rapidly. If you wish to go up Friday night or Saturday morning, bring your tent
and food in Esky. We will bring a gas BBQ.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com
Fri 14
Visit Berry – lunch in a local restaurant.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or
Meet at 10.45am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.00am.
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will
need to make your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.
Sun 23

Lunch @ Wollombi Tavern, Wollombi.
Time: 10.00am for 10.30 departure Start: 644 Old Northern Rd, Dural (opposite
Galston Rd) Heading via Wiseman’s Ferry to Wollombi.
Have lunch around 12.30 to 1.00pm. Great Road, and cold drinks at the end
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com

NOV TBA
2016 Fri 18

Social Event To Be Advised

Dec Sun 04
2016

AGM & Christmas BBQ.

Fri 09

Jan TBA
2017

Fri 13

Social
Points
Score

Drive to Tahmoor – lunch in Le Jardin Cafe (at a garden centre).
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will
need to make your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.
6 Annangrove Road, Kenthurst from 12.30 p.m. Christmas Barbecue: Once
again the Christmas Barbecue will be held prior to the Annual General Meeting. Points
The Club will be supplying food & some soft & alcoholic beverages. Bring a fold- Score
ing chair if possible
Social
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au
Drive followed by a mystery lunch destination.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.30am
The restaurant will be booked – you will need to let us know by December 1st if
you are coming as numbers are limited.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.

Fish & Chip Run to Woy Woy .
Time: 2.00pm for 2.30pm departure Start: 644 Old Northern Rd, Dural (opposite
Galston Rd) Heading via Wiseman’s Ferry to Woy Woy. (arrival approx. 4 –
4.30pm)
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au

Visit Kiama – Fish and Chips for lunch.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or
Meet at 10.45am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.00am.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.
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COMPETITION CALENDAR 2016
Date

Event

Organiser

Venue

August 6-7

Historic Races

VHRR

Winton Long Vic

13

CSCA Rnd 6

Morgan OC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

14

Shannons Day

CMCC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

20

Races

FOSC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

CSCA Rnd 7

TSOA

Marulan

Sept 18
24-25
Oct

Historic Races

29-30

HSRCA

Wakefield Park

Muscle Car Masters ARDC et al Sydney motor Sport Park

Nov 5-6

Return of Thunder

Dec 19-20

Historic Races

VHRR

HSRCA

Sandown

Vic

Sydney Motor Sport Park

I’m interested – what do I do next, how do I find out more?
David Baigent - 02 4941 5425 - 0407 137 776
– Club Captain & CSCA Delegate.
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AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE DRIVERS’ CLUB (Victoria)
GOLDEN JUBILEE WEEKEND
Friday 29th July – Sunday 31st July 2016

‘NOSTALGIA

NIGHT’ AT THE CLUB ROOMS

FRIDAY 29TH JULY – DOORS OPEN AT 7.00PM

GOLDEN JUBILEE DINNER
THE RIVERSDALE GOLF CLUB
SATURDAY 30TH JULY – DOORS OPEN AT 7.00PM

SOCIAL DRIVE & HIGH TEA
SUNDAY 31TH JULY
Please let Terri Corbin know if you’d like to reserve a place
terri@gregcorbinarchitects.com.au or Mobile: 0414 988 641
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MEMBERSHIP REMINDER
A reminder that membership subscriptions are due on 1 July, and subscriptions have increased by $10.
The new fees are:
Single membership is $60 with electronic download of magazine
Family membership is $70 with electronic download of magazine
Hard copy of Magazine by post, you need to add $20 to club membership
The Renewal form is included in this magazine.
Renewals can be paid by Cheque, money order or Direct Deposit (making sure that you put your name
and membership number in the reference area, so we can identify who has paid). Alternatively forms
can be sent electronically. If paying by direct deposit please let the Membership Secretary know once
you have paid. membership@spriteclub.com

Welcome to New Members
Welcome to new members.

We have six new member applications this month, welcome to:
Peter Stanton of Brightwaters who has a Mk 1 Sprite.
Ryan Allen, Kirsty Allen, Olivia Allen and Sienna Allen all of North Rocks who have a Mini traveller.
Julie Glasby of Dural who has a Ferrari 308 GTS.
We hope to see you all at our events soon.
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Feeling a little undersized on the trip to the National Challenge

C.S.C.A Round 5
I arrived at Sydney Motor Sport Park South Circuit
at 06:30 on Sunday morning to be greeted by a wet
track, light rain and a few competitors shuffling
around the paddock mumbling about the rain. This
was in complete contrast to Saturday afternoon
which had been lovely in Sydney with warm conditions and plenty of sunshine. I unloaded the event
paperwork and then proceeded to unload my car
and put the car cover over it so that the seat didn’t
get any wetter.

Group 3 contained the MX5 of Tony Davis who
wisely sat out the first round as he was on slick
tyres and Andrew McLaughlin also in his MX5 who
did go out for a careful run. Craig Barney was missing following his accident earlier in the year, but the
good news is that his MX5 has been repaired and
will hopefully be back at the next event. Andrew
came back from his run safely although I am suspicion from the dirt on his car that he may have had a
spin or off track excursion somewhere.

I must start by saying a HUGE thankyou to all the
volunteers and officials who turned up despite the
less than welcoming conditions, to make our event
a successful one. We had teams making lunches,
doing the admin check in, scrutineering the cars
and organising and briefing the flag marshals, all
important factors when running an event that all has
to come together at the same time. I have received
positive feedback from the CSCA committee and
many of the competitors came and thanked me personally for the event, so well done to all.

Group 4 contained 10 Sprites and 1 Midget which
was mine complete with a new set of second hand
slicks – perfect for the conditions! It wasn’t a difficult
decision for me to sit out the first run and I was
joined by a few other wise SCCA competitors. By
sitting out the run out we were rewarded with a view
of Denis Best coming round turn 1 and spinning on
the exit but being the wise and experienced racer
he is, he kept the engine running, slotted first gear
and carried on as if nothing had happened. He did
get a cheer and a round of applause from the paddock though!

We got underway in what were definitely wet and
slippery conditions. Due to the tight & twisty nature
of the South circuit, I had tried my best to group
similar cars in the same group and then grid the
cars in fastest to slowest order so that hopefully
everyone got a free run. As a result of this Group 1
contained the Jedi and MNR Vortx of SCCA members Stephen Hooker and Brett Lansley together
with 10 Lotuses and they got the very worst of the
conditions on their first run. Brett’s Vortx was clearly
a handful in the wet, squirming all over the track
and Stephen’s Jedi didn’t look at all happy even on
a set of race wets. It is not often that you see a mid
engined Lotus drifting through a corner, but we
were highly entertained by some exuberant driving
around turn 1 which has a surface change and different grip levels as you go round the corner. No
speed records were being set but everyone returned safely. There were no SCCA runners in
Group 2 but we were entertained by Rudolf Frank in
his outrageous turbocharged VW Beetle which
seemed to revel in the conditions.

The remainder of the SCCA contingent where in the
last running group of the day, group 7 which had
the luxury of being the smallest group of the day so
they had clear running most of the time and by now
the track was beginning to dry, well maybe that’s an
exaggeration but it was less wet.
On the second run of the day, everyone who had
sat out earlier, bravely had a go including me on my
slicks. I spent most of my time finding and following
the dry line and avoiding the puddles but all was
well and my ‘new’ tyres were certainly better than
anything else I had run on the car to date.
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C.S.C.A Round 5 Continued
By the third run of the day the track was dry and
conditions had improved dramatically, the sun was
shining and I was actually getting hot inside my
race suit. For the first time since running this particular car, I felt that I could load it up in the corners
and the lap times were reflecting this. I remember
pushing very hard behind Warren Lawlor and he
entertained me immensely by waving his inside
wheel 3 inches off the ground and sliding around
on the remaining 3 wheels. I passed Warren then
tried to hide from him in a cloud of tyre smoke as I
locked up my front wheels braking into the next corner.

As the day wore on some of us started to have a
few issues, my car developed a splutter at high
revs which I am pretty sure is fuel related so I
called it a day. Nick Sebesfi was also struggling
with a flat spot when pulling out of the bottom hairpin which was clearly losing him time coming out of
the bottom hairpin. In his usual fashion, David Hunt
left his best run until very late in the day, but he
was still fractionally slower than Nick who set the
best Sprite time of the day.

It was great to see Anthony Barbara making his
annual appearance at our event, we wish you
would come more often Anthony. We also had Les
Later in day Denis Best continued to provide us all Payne making a welcome return to competition and
with entertainment by spinning in front of Barry,
even Bob Rowntree was seen running in Dennis
Ray and myself, not once but 2 times at the back of Sullivans car. The full SCCA field and results are
the circuit – at least he was trying. John Millhouse listed below.
was amazing us all with the speed of his Bugeye
Overall a great day was had by all and it was great
which runs a 1100cc engine and twin SU carbs
to see so many Sprites and Midgets at the track.
compared to the rest of the fast Sprites & Midgets
We would love you to come and join us, so get that
which run1275 based engines and Weber carbs.
car out of the shed or garage and come along and
Being the SCCA event we had spies everywhere
join the fun.
around the track and the anonymous flag marshal
Thanks again to everyone who helped out on the
at turn 12 (Ian Poustie) has reported that Brett
day.
Lansley was continuing to slide his Vortx around
when negotiating turn 13, changing gear, clipping
Next event is being run by the Morgan Club on the
the apex and using an arm full of opposite lock all
Gardner circuit (original & best) at Sydney Motorat the same time.
sport Park on 13th August.
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C.S.C.A Round 5 Continued

Gregory Strange Motor Mechanic
Sydney home of Sprite’s and Big Healeys’
Sympathetic servicing and repairs to most
English and Classic Sports Cars.
We also look after your daily drives.
All employees are SPRITE CLUB members
Associated with the Sprite Club since the 1970’s
117 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, 2008

Phone: 9319 2299

0412811958
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Torque Trader
RED MG Midget 1969 Rego APU 50M
MG Midget 1969 Engine No: 12CEDAH2020 Chassis No: NREPSO1694386 first registered 1969 currently registered APU 50M expiry date 22-01-2017

1969 MG Midget (Australian Assembled)
Modifications as at February 2016:
· Original engine bored to 1360cc with flat top pistons.
· Head modified with large valves, polished and matched ported.
· High lift cam shaft with roller rockers.
· Big bore exhaust extractors with 50mm free flow exhaust system.
· Supercharged with Rootes Type Eaton blower, air intake extended to front grille for cold air
charge.
· 5 speed all synchromesh Datsun gearbox complete with strengthened tail shaft and larger couplings. Note: Datsun gearbox uses the original four speed gearbox mounting points so NO body
modifications needed.
· Hi torque starter motor.
Asking price of $22,000.00
· Lucas 43D4 distributor.
being non-negotiable as the car has
· Screw on oil filter and high flow fuel pump.
been extensively modified and has
· Aluminium High Capacity radiator with overflow/expansion
recently been repainted with new
tank.
panels and rust proofed.
· Aston style fuel filler cap.
· Brake booster and braided brake lines.
Bob Kerslake
· Drilled disc brakes with Green disc pads.
Mobile: 0417 651 386
Home : 9871 3623
· Front and rear adjustable telescopic Spax shock absorbers.
Carlingford NSW
· Lowered front springs and larger front stabiliser bar.
· Pan hard rod locating rear diff.
· 4.2 limited slip differential with oversized axles.
· 14 inch chrome wire similar to MGB wire wheels.
· Momo 13 inch steering wheel, steering column reduced in length by 60mm to provide additional
arm length for comfortable steering control.
· New windscreen installed August 2016.
· Attached roof/hood (new) not seen rain, tonneau cover notched around roll bar.
· Optional radio console with new (2014) retro AM/FM radio.
· August 2014 new front mudguards, new sills minor rust repairs then taken back to bare metal
and painted original red underbody and all closed panels rust proofed.
· Roll Bar and Inertia Reel Seat Belts
· Tow Bar factory made in England for MG Midget/Sprite, used for push bike rack.
· Garmin GPS, high mounted stop light and P700 head lights.
· Handmade stainless steel bar grille with MG badge along with other stainless steel items.
· Top engine stabilizers at rear of head locating engine to body.
· Hidden kill switch for extra security
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Torque Trader
For Sale
1964 Austin Healey Sprite.
Beautifully restored in 1996 and painted in British Racing Green. This car has been always garaged and
barely driven in the past 15 years. This was a “cut no corners”, quality restoration from the bare chassis
up. No Rust, New Tyres.
Rego expired 16/01/2016, however will come with a NSW Blue Slip. With two Australian owners since
1994, this lovely MkIII presents very well and is a credit to the passionate enthusiasts that have owned it.
This 52 year old beauty runs well and is mechanically A1.

Please contact Joel Wilkinson, 0411 312 967 for more information. Car is based in Tamworth NSW
FOR SALE
4 cylinder 1800 cc with 4 speed overdrive gearbox. Tyres, hood and tonneau in exceptional condition.
Great condition for age, owned by car club person. Excellent buy. Vehicle registration expires in January
2017. Watch the heads turn as you cruise the streets in this 1977 M.G. B convertible. This car is priced
to sell quickly at $10,800. Has plenty of rego left on it. $10,800 or nearest offer for Sprite Car Club Members.

Phone Barry on
4648 1248
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Torque Trader
1969 MG Midget
Electric Orange in colour (Ford Focus, with a pearl in the
paint) Built as Greg's race car almost 4 years Fresh
1100cc motor with only run in miles on it. The car presents very well.
The interior has no carpets and seats could be tidied up
Roof is in excellent condition Tyres and mags all good
Asking $8,000 or near offer
Phone Greg Holden 0418 286 831
For Sale

Wanted

MK 3 Midget Hood Bows

Midget hard top

Good Condition $150.00

Any condition

Phone Ron 0403 579 704 Camden

Phone Greg Holden 0408 777 936

FOR SALE
1971 MG MIDGET RACE CAR—LOG BOOKED - Sb— 1326cc
A strong car ready to do great things in the hands of the right driver! Ready to race with harness, roll bar
padding and extinguisher to current specs.
Asking Price $18,000
Also— A Tandem braked trailer also available complete with winch, 5 mag wheels all with good tyres,
chequer plate ramps and light weight folding aluminium ramps.
Asking Price $2,500
For further details call GREG CORBIN on 0418 179 327
I have a 1968 Australian MG Midget in white needs a bit of restore mainly seats and a clean up, body is
really good ,no rust been sitting a while so it needs a tune up, just wondered what it’s worth I thought
around the $6k if any of your members are keen can they ring as per below Michael 0423658829 car not
registered but is actually in good condition its white has 1275 engine.
Michael Smith
Hinterland Toyota Nerang
13-15 Hinkler Drive
Nerang,QLD,4211
T (07) 5583 6900
M 0423 658 829

Can I ask sellers and buyers in Torque Trader to advise me when their goods have sold or if you no
longer want goods you’ve listed as wanted PLEASE?
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Club Regalia

Photo by
Bert
Langford

Page 25 Sprite Torque July ‘16

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
12th July, 2016
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.33 pm
Present: Committee members: Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Greg Holden, Les Payne, Barry Cockayne, Kerry Smith, David Baigent, David Laing, Ross Reichardt.
Members: Harley Pringle, Paul Barbara, John Lennox.
Apologies: Wendy Gibbs, Colin Dodds, Avis Fowler, Leah Holden, John Drury, Ron Farlow.
Minutes of Previous Meeting:;. The minutes of the June meeting were moved accepted by Barry
Cockayne, seconded Rod Pringle, carried.
Business Arising: None other than items covered later in the agenda.
Treasurer’s Report: Les Payne reported he was unable to present a detailed report due to a computer problem however the account balances are as follows:

General Account:
Opening balance

$11,138.3

Closing balance 30/6

$10,549.10

Savings Account:
Opening balance

$20,452.41

Closing balance 30/6

$20,472.33

Business Transaction Account:
Opening balance
Closing balance

$5,963.58

30/6

$4,910.35

Total Cash in Bank

$35,931.78

Moved accepted Rod Pringle, seconded David Baigent, carried.
Secretary’s Report: Graham Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
-CAMS Speedread (circulated)
-Shannon’s Day tickets (to Rod Pringle)
-NSW Joint Regional Planning Panels re Nowra facility.
-CMC The Preserve (to be circulated to members)
-Brochures: Shannon’s Auction, Motoring Expo.
- Magazines: Mascot.
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Social Events: Reported by Rod Pringle:

Calendar for the rest of the year.
- Sunday, July 17th SCCA round of CSCA Supersprint.
-Saturday, July 23rd Christmas in July, Wentworth Falls Country Club.
-Saturday, July 30th Technical Meeting, Penrith Muffler Man.
-Friday, August 12th Wollongong area drive.
-Sunday, August 14th Shannons Day
-Sunday, August 28th Display Day & All British Day.
- September 16-18th Hill End week-end away .

-Friday, September 23rd Southern Highlands garden & lunch.
-October 1st-3rd Camping at Newnes.
-Friday, October 14th Lunch at Berry.
-Sunday, October 23nd Lunch at Wollombi Tavern.
-Friday, November 18th Drive to Tahmoor.
-Sunday, December 4th AGM & Christmas BBQ.
-Friday, December 9th Drive & mystery lunch.
-January TBA Fish & Chip run.
-Friday, January 13th Visit to Kiama.
Only 13 bookings for Xmas in July to date.
We have been invited to John Millhouse’s for the Bridge to Bridge at the end of November. All agreed
to accept with thanks & we will organise a BBQ lunch.
Rod will plan a run to the Gosford car museum early November.
CAMS/CMC: Barry Cockayne gave a short report on the recent Club Forum.
Competition & CSCA: David Baigent reported.
-A report on the AHOC round has been written for Sprite Torque.
-Next event is our Supersprint next week-end. Everything is organised & we have 20 volunteers & 75 entries, including 13-15 Spridgets.
Regalia: Avis Fowler has ordered 20 caps with the Sprite arrow logo.
Sprite Torque: No report but Wendy needs articles, reports & photos.
Facebook: Harley Pringle advised project is up & running & he is still setting it up.
-Ross Reichardt will set up a link on the web-page.
-Rod Pringle will send out a Chimp mail advising the link details.
Technical Meetings:
-The meeting has been organised at Penrith Muffler Man on July 30th.
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Membership: Barry Cockayne reported for Sue.

Six new member applications this month.
-Peter Stanton of Brightwaters has a Mk 1 Sprite.
-Ryan Allen, Kirsty Allen, Olivia Allen & Sienna Allen of North Rocks have a Mini traveller.
-Julie Glasby of Dural has a Ferrari 308 GTS.
All moved accepted by Barry Cockayne, seconded David Baigent, carried.
Sue advised 46% of members renewed. We have some family memberships nominating 18 year olds
and 4 year olds. We need to review & define child under 12 memberships more closely.
Web-site: Ross Reichardt reported.
-We are getting about 20 hits per day with the Display Day moving up to the second most popular.
Display Day 2016: Kerry Smith reported for the sub-committee.
-We have 63 cars entered to date, well short of our target of at least 100.
-The sub-committee is working to the $5000 budget set by the committee.
-Ron Farlow is organising the trophies.
-We need to send out a call for volunteer judges.
Shannons Day 2016: Ten tickets for Area B received & Rod Pringle is handling their allocation.
Life Member Recognition: Les Payne will look at the selection of a small suitable plaque or similar
recognition.
Drive to Survive: The notice has been published in Sprite Torque but we have not received any
nominations. Ross Reichardt will put it on the web-site.
Midget 1500 Mentor: Greg Coonan is listed as the Midget 1500 mentor. The committee believes he
has sold his car. Greg Holden will contact him.

Greg Prunster has offered to be the mentor & the committee approved this & thanks him for his offer.
General Business:
David Laing advised that Motor Active want an active link on the Display Day page on the web-site. As
they are providing sponsorship the committee agreed with this.
Meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.
Next Meeting: August 9th, 2016 in the Lachlan Room at Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m.

Sign at an Optometrist's Office:
"If you don't see what you're looking for,
You've come to the right place."
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