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The Sprite Car Club of Australia (SCCA) now has a facebook page. I’m excited. Pop on over and have a
look. Harley Pringle has done a great job to get it up and running.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1343021499057918/
www.facebook.com/groups/1343021499057918/

This issue of Sprite Torque has a few technical articles for your reading pleasure. Did my head in a bit,
but I know a lot of you will be talking about them for months to come.
Next month I’ll be printing an article written by Peter Smith, submitted by Kerry Smith, about Peter’s Sebring. I have to admit, I did drool a little over the pictures but they cleaned up nicely :)
As I type, Esme Sprite is still in Sydney after yet another misadventure. We flew to Sydney on the long
weekend to pick her from our son’s place, only to discover a nasty oil leak had developed in the 20km
drive from the workshop. Nothing too serious but enough that we called on our NRMA Premium Care insurance for a hire car to drive home. They are also paying for one of us to fly back to drive her home.
Feeling quite disgruntled with Esme, we did what any true Sprite drivers do...we bought another one.
Molly is a 1974 MG Midget imported from the USA by Alex Robertson of the Queensland Sprite Club.
She has 5 speed Datsun gearbox that we particularly lusted after and 1500 Datsun engine.
I have to admit I forgot to put our for sale in Torque Trader so here goes For Sale—1 near new Taylor Race Engineering Gear box. Hewland cogs fitted to a modified Sprite gearbox case. Rated for up to 400hp. Test drive available —Phone Ian 0410507674
Cheers, Wendy Gibbs
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Presidents Report
Hi all,
We are well on our way to a mid winter frenzy with a bunch of events coming up.
We have a fish and chip run to Summer Bay (Palm Beach) which we have not done for some time now.
Followed by our supersprint and also the All British Display Day. These along with our Christmas in July
outing where we return to the Blue Mountains.
So what do we need, we need people to attend the runs, Rod puts a lot work in all our outings and it is
always rewarding to have members turn out for such events. It is always nice to see new members or old
members that have not been on runs for some time attend. We are always keen to extend a warm welcome so please come along.
Our super sprint has returned to a mid year affair on mid July. We will need some volunteers for this one
and with the event being held in mid winter it is always nice to have a few more helpers than we would
normally use. This affords us the ability to move people around and if it is wet it also allows us to get people out of the cold and have someone replace them.
The all British day is on again and we expect to have 120 cars attending the event. This is our biggest
annual event and we will again this year be supplying lunch on the day along with a nice little gift bag as
well. David has been sending out chimp mails to all our members and if you have not yet put your name
down please do so as soon as possible.
Membership are now due so please ensure that you get the form filled in and sent back to Sue as soon as
possible. The most important thing to do is to ensure that your email address is correct and is CLEARLY
WRITTEN so that Sue can enter it into our contact details correctly.
SPRITE CAR CLUB DRIVE TO SURVIVE PROGRAM IS ON AGAIN THIS YEAR and I encourage you to
look for any "P" PLATER THAT YOU KNOW that may be suitable for program. This Program was started
three years ago after the death of Catherine Dodds after an unlicensed driver killed her in a car accident.
We wanted to do something to show young and inexperienced drivers what can happen in a very small
time frame and the effects it can have. The program has seen 14 people complete the progam and all
have shown and experienced real benefits
I personally want this program to run for many, many years and there is no reason it can not be a feature
on the Sprite calendar in 20 years time. So nominate a cousin, a mate, a granddaughter or grandson.
Nominate you son or daughter, they on need to be on their "P" plates, that’s all.
Now, what have we been up to at home — Not a lot, I have pottered in the shed but have not done a
great deal. The last week or so has seen me run around on the grey Fergie a little bit. Paul Barbara, Ray
Fahey and my lovely wife have got in and helped with fire burns over the last few wèeks.

With an urgent call to Avis, she called in and did some slashing of the front paddock as news of Fergie
number one being picked up after being sold to Fred in Armidale. Greg Prunster had sold it to a mate a
few months ago and he and Rick Foster picked it up last Saturday.
I now have to swap implements every time I want to do something different, buggar!
Thats about it from me
Greg Holden

Want to go on a picnic?
Alpaca lunch !
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Kangaroo Valley Pie Run
Written by Rod Pringle Pictures by Rod Pringle

We meet at McDonalds in Narellan around 9.30 for to leave at 10.00. We had Barry and Beryle Tayler with
Avis, Cath and Graham Dickie in their MG Midget, Kevin and Wendy Green in their Jeep, and I was in my
Sprite. The weather was a bit overcast with the threat of rain, so Graham and I had our roofs up.
As we waited we talked about all things of importance, like our cars, the weather and how we have been
caught in rain with our roofs off, getting soaked and water in the bottom of the cars. As we were about to
leave we had a discussion on which way to go, and ended deciding to go and have lunch at the Lion Rampant Pub in Mittagong instead of the pie place in Kangaroo Valley.

The rain ended up holding off, except for a few spots so could of left the roof off after all. When we got to
Mittagong there was a bit of confusion with the parking with a few people missing the carpark, but what
the hell, all ended up getting to park together.

Graham & Cath Dickie, Kevin & Wendy Green, Beryle & Barry Tayler & Avis Fowler

Bit early for the pub so we went and had a look in one of the antique shops, this shop had everything including a stuffed lion, stuffed tiger and several other stuffed animals, if I remember correctly the lion was
about $30,000, bit out of my price range. Great shop to visit but I don’t think I will be shopping there.

Kevin & Wendy, Rodney, Beryl & Barry

Graham & Cath

Than we wondered over to the pub for lunch, picked out a great table, got some drinks, and ordered lunch,
the meals were good as last time we were there, the roast dinner was popular with several having this. We
ate and talked for ages, don’t know what time we left but it was getting a bit late, but a good day was had
by all. I was lucky I left the roof on the car on the way home. Just on the other side of Penrith I got caught
in a great down pour of rain and nearly got soaked again.
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International Sprite Car Club of Australia
Earlier this year on our annual Fish and Chip run, Sven from MG Car Club in Sweden caught up with
our crowd. He has kindly shared a copy of their magazine with his article on our Sprites (and Mini
Mokes) including pictures of an MG Midget, a fibreglass fronted Sprite and Greg Holden’s Ute. It’s, of
course, written in Swedish. Thank you Sven.

Gregory Strange Motor Mechanic
Sydney home of Sprite’s and Big Healeys’
Sympathetic servicing and repairs to most
English and Classic Sports Cars.
We also look after your daily drives.
All employees are SPRITE CLUB members
Associated with the Sprite Club since the 1970’s
117 Cleveland Street,

Chippendale, 2008

Phone: 9319 2299

0412811958
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Handling and Performance for Cars and Particularly Sprites
By Chris Buckingham
1. An Introduction.
After having a chat with our magazine editor she felt my fellow members may like some of my
thoughts on our Sprites, our cars, our treasures. Over the following issues we’ll look at various
things which will make our cars:
Better to drive. Handling and ride comfort.
Better to be driven in. Our partners will love it.
Better to drive in a performance manner.
Better weight reductions. Carbon fibre paneling
Better reliability and safety. Cooling. Brakes, Dual master cylinders.
Better engine performance.
Workshop, Note Bug Eye hardtop, Front & rear moulds.

Briefly I run Nota Sports and Racing Cars. We’ve been building sports and racing cars for over 60 years
and have built over 500 cars from alloy bodied sports cars to formula cars like Formula: Juniors, Vee’s,
F111’s, Fords, Formula 5000’s and of course our Clubman’s, Fangs, Marauders, Chimera’s and our Fang
F1’s.
We’ve also supplied adjustable suspensions for Mini’s, Escorts, Capri’s and of course Sprites. We’ve
been making Sprite adjustable front suspensions and shock absorbers as well as adjustable Panhard
rods and shocks for the rear suspension making our Nota set up cars so much nicer both to drive in comfort and added performance handling. As our Nota’s are clad in Aluminum, Fiber glass, Kevlar, Carbon
fiber and composites we have quite a lot of experience in making componentry for other cars as well.
We’ve supplied a lot of carbon fibre parts for the 2 liter touring cars including shock absorbing anti intrusion door inserts. We also have provided Carbon fibre composite panels for Mini’s and of course Sprites
which we make Mk1 hinge-able noses and hinge-able complete rear bodies. These 2 panels reduce
weight by over 100kgs on Mk1 Bug eyes and far more if converting a Midget or later Sprites. We also
make Mk1 [Bug eye] hard tops, flared guards and air ducts all in carbon fibre composites. Other panels
and components are available and we also make special one of componentry.
A BETTER CAR TO DRIVE. A BETTER HANDLING CAR. A MORE COMFORTABLE CAR TO BE IN.
I guess we should ask what do you want to achieve and how do you do it. The following suggestion are
ones we’ve found that make large differences on how your car performs and how nice it is to drive and
ride in. Importantly it should be a car your wife or partner would love to go for a run in and yet give you
more performance too. But before you do anything you should check the components on the car to see if
it’s in a good state of repair and good working order, once you are happy that everything is as it should
be, one of the next things to check is that your car is square, start by checking the wheel base on both
sides of the car then the diagonal lengths across the car. These dimensions are quite often wrong so
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check them. Once this is done why don’t we look at the suspension first, it’s what carries the car and without it nothing else will work properly. Sprites have wishbone front suspension which is an efficient medium
for a vehicle as light as a Sprite is. It allows for a low unsprung weight which works well and if set up
properly will work well for both bump and roll.
Front adjustable camber caster tubular wishbones & bolt
on bracketry

Unfortunately, Sprite are fitted with suspension components which are not only not adjustable but use
those old fashioned lever arm shock absorbers. Fortunately, we make some light weight tubular adjustable
camber and caster top wishbones. Our tubular wishbones we couple these to adjustable or variable rate
shockers and if you want to go all the way we can provide adjustable alloy shockers with variable ride
height ride spring platforms, but either reduce the unsprung weight as well as being a wonderful way to set
up your car for both comfortable ride and better handling. It is very important to have as little unsprung
weight as possible in a Sprite as it weighs very little by other vehicle standards. The reactive mass, or unsprung weight, [that’s the weight of the suspension, wheel, tyre, upright, disc and caliper which aren’t supported by the springing medium], should be as light as possible - so think about how heavy those Mag
wheels are, quite often they’re far heavier than the steel wheels it came with, the heavier the components
which make up the reactive mass in comparison to your cars weight - the worse your car will handle.
However, we have to consider how to keep the largest possible contact patch on the road surface. This is
the reason why wheels have become wider and larger in diameter, to get a larger contact patch. Unfortunately, this contradicts our first rule of keeping the reactive mass as low as possible!
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Nota
front and rear carbon fibre composite flared guards for wider wheels and tyres.
Now that we’ve got a
larger contact patch we have to keep it on the road. OK, how do we do this: Let’s face it; we have to contend both with our rough roads as well as going around corners at reasonable speeds. The Sprites standard front wishbones aren’t too bad but replacing the top shocker/wishbone with a tubular adjustable one
gives many set up advantages for body roll, bump and droop and keeps a high percentage of the contact
patch on the road. [see accompanying diagram].. Lighter weight tubular wishbones give lots of benefit and
the ones we make are adjustable allowing camber and caster to be adjusted and when coupled to our variable dampening shockers give lots of benefits.
Body roll is another characteristic of driving a car in a performance manner. Body roll affects the angle of
the chassis to the road and in turn affects the suspension and the contact patch. By using an unequal
length wishbone set up, see diagram, we can make both roll and bump work. With a Sprite its best to
have the rear roll center around 2” higher than the front to get the best results, this is called our roll couple.
The rear suspensions roll center is normally worked out as the diffs center line although it can be manipulated with a Panhard Rod. This allows us to get that roll couple we want with the front suspension. Further
a Panhard rod gives the car a much better method of locating the rear axle’s sideways movement further
benefiting the cars handling characteristics. In fact one of the best benefits per dollar {value for money} to
a Sprites handling can be obtained by adding a Panhard rod which we can supply if you require such.
Shock absorbers are the medium which we use to moderate the loads applied to the wheel and tire before
they react on the chassis, it’s not a bad idea to use a good quality variable or adjustable dampening shock
absorbers. So, to say the least our shocks are very important, so is the way they are mounted, it is very
important not only to be solidly mounted, but also be able to distribute the loads applied into the chassis
without distorting the wishbone or the chassis. As the chassis takes most of the loads the distribution of
the loads need to be fed away without the chassis deforming, so we should try and feed the loads into a
strong section of the chassis. Especially as you may be considering changing from the standard leaver
action shocker’s to adjustable telescopic ones.
It might be good to mention at this point that we have to consider we’ll be driving on our roads which aren’t
always in the best of condition and a little rough in their nature. Now while your racing a car on a perfectly
flat track there maybe arguments for having stiffer springs but on rough roads not only do they make the
car uncomfortable to ride in but it will be harder to keep the contact patch on the ground as the bumps on
the road will make the tyre bounce and lose its contact patch on the road face, hence your car will handle
worse. When Tom Wilkinshaw took over the set ups on the Holden dealer racing team the first thing he did
was soften the springing in the suspension and immediately the cars were quicker
Antiroll bars, are used to increase roll stiffness, but they can also be used to affect other handling characteristics. For instance, if your car is under steering increase your rear roll bar stiffness. Generally, it is best
to either back off your roll bars or disconnect them and wind them on gradually till you get the desire result.

Page 10 Sprite Torque June ‘16

1] THE effect on the contact patch during roll on parallelogram wishbone set up.

This diagram shows the roll center of our Nota FI and how a diagram describes it.
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Excerpt from Healey West Magazine
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AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE DRIVERS’ CLUB

GOLDEN JUBILEE WEEKEND
Friday 29th July – Sunday 31st July 2016

‘NOSTALGIA

NIGHT’ AT THE CLUB ROOMS

FRIDAY 29TH JULY – DOORS OPEN AT 7.00PM

GOLDEN JUBILEE DINNER
THE RIVERSDALE GOLF CLUB
SATURDAY 30TH JULY – DOORS OPEN AT 7.00PM

SOCIAL DRIVE & HIGH TEA
SUNDAY 31TH JULY
Please let Terri Corbin know if you’d like to reserve a place
terri@gregcorbinarchitects.com.au or Mobile: 0414 988 641
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Racecar Resurrection
As many of you will be aware, I spent all last year supersprinting in my 1964 Austin Healey Sprite that I
had built up over many years from a wreck. I am talking about the pale blue car that currently graces our
internet site homepage. Well for some strange reason late last year, I felt the need to bring another car
back to life so I bought a race car that had sat unused with a blown engine for the past 10 years. In retrospect I am not sure what came over me but as we all know we do things on a whim sometimes.
Anyway on the 1st September 2015 a 1969 MG Midget race car came home to my place to start it’s rebuild. This car has a racing history stretching right back to 1972 when it’s first CAMS Log book was issued. It is currently Log Booked as a Marque Sports Car – Group 2B.

As you can see the car was originally black and sported flared guards and wide wheels right from the start
of its racing career. Even though I have the ownership details, I have little knowledge of the early racing
career of the car as the original cams log books have gone missing. If anyone can help with this I would
love to hear.
One thing I do know is that the car remained black but gained 2 sets of bold yellow and red stripes emblazoned across the front and rear at some time in the 1980’s. When I looked at the April edition of Sprite
Torque I realised that “my car” was on the cover photo albeit obscured by Colin Dodd’s car up on 2
wheels. That’s right the car behind Colin’s is my car. Also at the back of the magazine there is a picture of
a collection of Sprites & Midgets at Winton in 1985 and there again is “my car” in shiny black with the
stripes running across the bonnet and rear. Matt Tinker owned the car at the time and this matches the
records in the CAMS log book.

Matt Tinker & car

At a later date, sometime in the 1990’s I am guessing, the car was rebuilt and the colour changed to blue
but the yellow and red stripes were retained. The car has stayed in this colour scheme to the present day.
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Now this is where I am missing quite a bit of history but somewhere along the way the car was extensively
developed to its current state which includes:

Rose jointed front suspension;

 Inboard front telescopic shock absorbers;



MGBGTV8 front discs & Calipers;

 Lightweight aluminium front panel;



Lightweight fibreglass front guards & bonnet;  Lightweight doors;



5 link rear axle on adjustable coilovers;



Highly developed 1432cc A series engine.

 Lightweight bootlid;

The car was extensively raced by Matt Tinker from 1983 to 1995 and travelled to places as far afield as
Calder, Winton and Phillip Island as well as the local circuits of Eastern Creek, Amaroo and Oran Park.
In 1995 Roland McIntosh purchased the car and campaigned it right up until 2006. In this 11 year period
the car travelled to Bathurst and Lakeside as well as competing at the local Sydney circuits and the newly
opened Wakefield Park.

In 2006 Brett Manewell purchased the car and briefly campaigned it at Eastern Creek and Wakefield Park.
The car has not raced since December 2006.
The car last competed in 2006 when unfortunately the crankshaft snapped & destroyed the bottom end of
the engine. An Engine rebuild was started but never completed and the car was moved from location to
location over the next 9 years until my purchase in September 2015.

From the outset I have not tried to restore this car, my whole focus has been to get it up and running and
back on the track as quickly as possible. I may choose to restore the car from a cosmetic perspective in
the future but my initial focus has been on building a reliable and safe car to go supersprinting in.
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Step 1 build an engine. Since the car came with all the necessary parts to build an engine, albeit in a number of different boxes and in various conditions, I thought that this was going to be relatively simple. As it
turned out, although there was everything I needed, all the parts where mismatched and hadn’t really
been together before. At this point I enlisted the assistance of Colin Dodds who built the engine for me
and ensured that all parts where matched correctly and hopefully the engine will be strong and reliable as a
result. The engine is bored & stroked to 1432cc and built with a 6,500rpm rev limit in mind as the crank is the weak link in a
stroked motor. Camshaft & cylinder head where matched to try and make as much torque as possible, this is supposed to be a
torquey motor without the need for massive revs to produce power, the dyno results reflect this.
This saved a lot of time and stuffing around and enabled me to start tidying up the cars bodywork and slowly work my way
through the other mechanical components. I suffered a setback when I discovered the gearbox was not a straight cut race box as
I thought but just a standard helical box.
Step 2 Build a gearbox. The standard box was never going to survive long with the new engine so it was rebuilt with the appropriate, stronger straight cut gears. The 4.2:1 LSD was also rebuilt into a 3.9:1 diff that I had on the shelf which should suit the car
better. I guess that is Step 3!
I was really hoping to get things finished in time for the Sprite & Midget Nationals but I just ran out of time so I brought my road
going Midget to that event instead. Finally 2 weeks after the Nationals the car was running and moving under its own power. I
have continued to work on the car and it now looks like this. A long way from perfect but it is ready to race.

Saturday 14th May saw the car return to competition at the CSCA Supersprint run by the Jaguar Club at
Sydney Motorsport Park Druit Circuit (Eastern Creek – North Circuit). I was pleasantly surprised at passing scrutineering with ease although the Scrutineer did comment that the slick tyres were beginning to
crack at the edges. This is not surprising as they are at least 10 years old and probably 15 years old, so
despite still having plenty of tread they have dried out and become hard. I had not bothered to buy new
tyres as I was sure that there would be some teething issues and there didn’t seem much point in spending $1800 on a set of slicks for the first session back on track.
I must admit that I was a little concerned about the potential lack of grip from the tyres, which was reinforced by the scrutineer’s comment. Back at the pit garage, shared with the other Sprite competitors, everyone was keen to examine the car and tell me how bad the tyres looked. It was suggested that I would be
better off on the skid pan than on the race track. Everywhere I went I was given helpful advice about how
slippery the tyres were going to be and a healthy case of paranoia was welling up inside me.
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I didn’t really need to worry because as I lined up on the dummy grid for my first outing on the track the car
cut out and would not restart despite the valiant efforts of my Sprite helpers. I thought I had flooded the car
but in fact it was the complete opposite as I had inadvertently pushed down the fuel pump switch with my
elbow and the car had run out of fuel. I then flattened the battery trying to start the car – oh dear not going
to plan. We pushed the car back to the pit garage where I changed the battery for a spare I had brought
with me and Denis Best helped me wire up the ignition warning light to ensure the alternator was charging.
Finally we got the car running properly just in time for me to make the second run of the day.
Denis reminded me again to take care on the old slicks (as if I had forgotten) and I made it out on the track
at the back of the field and began to circulate steadily. The car felt hard and harsh as you would expect
from a race car but all was well. After 2 laps I noticed that the water temperature was climbing steadily so I
pulled into the pits next time round and headed back to the garage. The car was very hot and boiled over
so I walked away and left it for 10 minutes. When I returned my son pointed out that I had not removed
his old pyjamas from behind the secondary grill cut in the front valance when I sprayed it black. I remember telling him “don’t let me forget that I have put them there” but obviously we both did forget. A very embarrassing public mistake which I am now sharing with you all. Once the offending pyjamas had been removed and the radiator topped up, I headed out again and run a full session in the car without any significant issues. The old slicks were even beginning to warm up a little. At the end of this run, I got a bit of fuel
starvation at the end of the main straight but didn’t think too much of it. I then headed off for some lunch
at 2:30pm, my earlier trials and tribulations had meant that I had lost all track of time.
After my late lunch it was time to head out onto the track again but oh no the car was coughing and spluttering and would not pull cleanly on the warm up lap. The car had obviously decided that it needed a rest
so I pulled to the inside of the track just after turn 3, got out of the car and went and had a chat with the
friendly Jag Marshalls. After a flat tow to the pits the car was pushed onto the trailer and we packed up to
go home.
So all in all, not the best day for me but at least the car returned to the track and I did manage to get a few
laps in. Hopefully the problems I have had can be easily rectified and who knows, I may even buy some
sticky new rubber before its next outing on the track.
On track and heading towards turn 3.

Footnote:
After a not too successful Saturday, I returned to the track on Sunday in my completely standard 2006 Lotus Exige, to run in the NSW State Supersprint Championship. I was greeted at Scrutineering by SCCA
stalwarts Greg Ryan and David Healy who were both very complementary about my non Sprite.
The State Championship round was being run on the Gardner circuit which is my personal favourite at
SMP. By comparison with Saturday, I had a completely trouble free day and managed to set a time of
1:54.36s which was good enough for 3rd in class. I was happy with that because 1st in class was 1:51 for
an outwardly identical car which has had a further $50,000 spent on it to make it faster!
Article written by :
David Baigent

Why does a milking stool only have three legs?
The cow has the udder!
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Coming Events
Month Date
July
Fri 08
2016

Event Details

Drive to Gerroa - Lunch at the Boat Fisho’s Club.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or
Meet at 11.00am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.30am.
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to make
your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.

Sat 23

Xmas in July, Wentworth Falls Country Club
Wentworth Falls Country Club
206-220 Blaxland Road, Wentworth Falls. NSW
Meet @ 5.00pm Saturday for pre-drinks then in to dining area @ 6.30pm for Christmas Dinner
Menu for Christmas in July
Turkey Breast & Glazed Ham Roasted
Baked Apple with Cranberry

Points

Roast Winter Vegetables

Score

Steamed Greens

Social

Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce OR
Pavlova with Fresh Whipped Cream & Berries
Tea & Coffee
Cost $30 per Person, Prepaid by 14th July, 2016
Please Contact me below for payment details and to book your seat.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au

August Fri 12
2016

Wollongong area drive – lunch at Mt Kembla Hotel.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.30am
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to make
your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.

Sun 14

The Shannon’s Sydney Classic
Meet @ 9.15am depart 9.45 Prospect Hotel-Motel Great Western Hwy, Prospect
All Day Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek Shannon’s Display Day,
Eastern Creek Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek.
If you require ticket for car please contact Rod.
Over 1900 Veteran & Classic vehicles from over 150 clubs on display and on parade, including
cars, motorbikes, scooters and military vehicles, police vehicles, ambulances & fire engines.
AND it’s on rain, hail or shine. There’s plenty to see and do indoors.
If you require ticket for car please contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au

Seven wheelchair athletes have been banned from the ParaOlympics after they tested positive for WD40.
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Coming Events Continued
Month

Date
Sun 28

2016

All British Day
WHERE: - The Kings School – 82-129 Pennant Hills Rd, Nth Parramatta
WHEN: - Sunday 28th August 2016 – gates open 7AM – display 9am to 3pm
WHAT’S ON: - The annual ALL BRITISH DAY & SCCA annual Concours & Picnic Day – BBQ Lunch +++ included.
COST: - NO cost to you & your passengers if you display a vehicle. You need to
submit the ENTRY Form otherwise YOU WON’T GET A CAR TICKET
Last year we had over 120 vehicles on display of which 88 were Sprites/
Midgets.
Help us break records again this year whilst having FUN!
PLEASE Forward this completed form to:
Colin Dodds – SCCA Registrar: registrar@spriteclub.com
Points
OR Phone Colin on 0414 789 263 and give him your details by
Score
Mon 20th June 2016 Note: He will answer questions too!
Social

August
2016

Sept

Event Details

Fri to
Royal Hotel Hill End Week-End Away
Sun
16th-18th Leave Friday 16th from Richmond to Royal Hotel Hill End - Start @ Richmond opposite Airbase
go through Richmond, through Lithgow, Ilford, Sofala, and on to hill end, Stopping @ Running
Stream for lunch. Meet @ Ham Common (Park opposite Richmond RAAF Base Richmond) @
10.00am leaving @ 10.30am sharp.

Accommodation will be @ the Royal Hotel, Hill End, The configuration of rooms available is 6
doubles, 4 twins and 2 singles. We can therefore accommodate 22 people this includes a la carte
dinner, accommodation and continental breakfast. Dinner is served from 6 pm and breakfast is a
"help yourself" arrangement at any time in the morning. I have booked out the Hotel.
On Saturday, we will be going on a drive to High Valley Wine & Cheese Vineyard, Mudgee, and
have lunch. Sunday morning have stroll around Hill End as there are lots of historic buildings, and
maybe go to the Museum in town.
First in first serve for rooms as we have a limited amount of double rooms and you may get a twin
room.
Estimated Cost $150.00 per Person
Please Contact me below for payment details and to book your room, payment by 30th August.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au

Fri 23

Visit Southern Highlands garden (5th Chapter Winery, entry $10.00 - goes to Garvan Institute) –
lunch at the Scottish Arms Hotel.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or
Meet at 11.00am – Robertson Pie Shop - depart 11.30am.
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to make your
own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.
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Coming Events Continued
Month

Date

Event Details

Oct

Sat-Mon

Camping Newnes Long Week-End in October

2016

01st-03rd

Newnes Campground
Go up on Saturday Morning, Come Back Monday

Camping Trip to Newnes. Getting there: Newnes campground is on the western side of Wollemi
National Park. To get there: · Turn off the Castlereagh Highway at Lidsdale, 7km west of Lithgow · Newnes is 35km from the turnoff · Access to the other campground on the opposite side
of the Wolgan river is by walking or driving across the ford near the Newnes Hotel - take care as
the river levels can rise rapidly. If you wish to go up Friday night or Saturday morning, bring your
tent and food in Esky. We will bring a gas BBQ.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com
Fri 14

Visit Berry – lunch in a local restaurant.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or
Meet at 10.45am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.00am.
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to make
your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.

Sun 22

Lunch @ Wollombi Tavern, Wollombi.
Time: 10.00am for 10.30 departure Start: 644 Old Northern Rd, Dural (opposite Galston Rd)
Heading via Wiseman’s Ferry to Wollombi.
Have lunch around 12.30 to 1.00pm. Great Road, and cold drinks at the end

Social
Points

Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 or social@spriteclub.com

Score

NOV

TBA

Social Event To Be Advised

2016

Fri 18

Drive to Tahmoor – lunch in Le Jardin Cafe (at a garden centre).
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to make
your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.

Dec

Sun 04

2016

AGM & Christmas BBQ.
6 Annangrove Road, Kenthurst from 12.30 p.m. Christmas Barbecue: Once again the Christmas Points
Barbecue will be held prior to the Annual General Meeting. The Club will be supplying food &
Score
some soft & alcoholic beverages. Bring a folding chair if possible
Social
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au

Fri 09

Drive followed by a mystery lunch destination.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.30am
The restaurant will be booked – you will need to let us know by December 1st if you are coming
as numbers are limited.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.

Jan

TBA
2017

Fish & Chip Run to Woy Woy .
Time: 2.00pm for 2.30pm departure Start: 644 Old Northern Rd, Dural (opposite Galston Rd)
Heading via Wiseman’s Ferry to Woy Woy. (arrival approx. 4 – 4.30pm)
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au

Fri 13

Visit Kiama – Fish and Chips for lunch.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or
Meet at 10.45am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.00am.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200.
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All British Day
& SCCA Annual Concours “Fantastic Fibre”
Bulletin 2

Sun 28th AUG 2016

160604

WHERE ? - The

Kings School – 82-129 Pennant Hills Rd, Nth P’Matta

WHEN ? - Sunday

28th August 2016 – gates open 7AM – display

WHAT’S ON ? - The

annual ALL BRITISH DAY & SCCA annual

9am to 3pm ?

Concours & Picnic Day – BBQ Lunch +++ included.
COST ? - NO

cost to you & your passengers if you display a

vehicle. You need to submit the ENTRY Form otherwise YOU
WON’T GET A CAR TICKET AND YOU WILL HAVE TO PAY
COLIN reports 20 CARS & 37 PEOPLE have OFFICIALLY entered in the past 3
weeks and there are ONLY 12 weeks to go from this Sunday.
FILL in the ENTRY FORM and send to COLIN NOW!
________________________________________________________________________________________

ONE Entry Form per VEHICLE
Name:

M’Ship Nº:

Email:

Mobile:

Vehicle – Make & Model:
Rego:

Year:
Colour:

Number of people attending including YOU

****PLEASE Forward this completed form to:
Colin Dodds – SCCA Registrar: registrar@spriteclub.com
OR Phone

Colin

on

0414 789 263

Mon 20th June 2016

and give him your details by

Note: He will answer questions too!
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ABD attendees
2016
cars
people

name

Another great roll call from our Club. It’s not too late to join the merry throng for this fabulous
car club outing. Entry details are on the previous pages. Contact Colin Dodds for more details.

Michael Hines
Bron Wray
Peter, Anne and Ashley Smith,
Hazel and Terry Toomey
Vince and Natalie Cessario
Alan Sebesfi
Rohan Rivett
Rob and Sharon Allen
Richard and Robina Miles
Mark, Annie and Stuart McAllan
Ron and Margaret Farlow
Bob and Sandra Thomas
David Loomes
Rod Pringle
Michael Meadows
Graham Wells
James Finn
Avis Fowler & Elise Manewell
Graham Coffill
Andrew and Ross Herden
John Kirk
Rob Howes
Andrew Booth
John and Dianne Drury
Rhonda Pearce
Greg Ryan
Paul and Gillian Orton
Ross Parkinson
Bianca Finn
Chris Hunt
David Baigent
Dennis Best
Colin and Carol Dodds
David Laing
Joe Orsina
Dennis Maher
Bruce Pearce
Steve Rivett
Kevin Green
Gary Pope

2015
cars

class

1

Bugeye

1

2

1

2

1

3

1

Bugeye

1

2

1

Bugeye

1

2

1

Bugeye

1

1

other commitment
1

2

other commitment

Bugeye

Bugeye
1

Bugeye

1

Bugeye

1

Bugeye

1

6

1

Bugeye

1

2

1

Bugeye

1

2

1

Bugeye

1

1

1

S2, 2A and M1

1

3

1

S2, 2A and M1

1

1

1

S2, 2A and M1

1

1

1

S2, 2A and M1

1

2

1

2

1

S2, 2A and M1

1

2

1

S3, 3A and M2

1

2

1

S3, 3A and M2

1

2

S3, 3A and M2

1

2

S4, AS and M3

1

1

S2, 2A and M1

1

S4, AS and M3

1

S4, AS and M3

1

1

1

S4, AS and M3

0

1

1

S4, AS and M3

1

2

1

S4, AS and M3

1

2

1

S4, AS and M3

1

2

1

S4, AS and M3

1

2

1

3

1

Race

1

1

1

Race

1

2

1

Mild to Wild

1

2

1

4

1

Associate

1

2

1

Associate

1

1

1

Associate

1

2

1

Associate

1

2

1

Associate

1

1

36

73
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S4, AS and M3

Mild to Wild

Associate

32

What: Penrith Muffler Man Tech Day
Where: 70B Cox Ave Kingswood NSW 2747

When: Saturday 30th of July,
Time: 1 pm onwards
Here they will talk about
Sport exhausts
Catalytic converters
Custom systems
And more
Lunch will be a sausage sizzle and drink supplied by the Sprite Car Club.
RSVP: 29th of July
(For catering numbers)
Contact: Avis – 0412051594
Email- regalia@spriteclub.com or Janet- 0421343100
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COMPETITION CALENDAR 2016
Date

Event

Organiser

July 2-3

Historic Races

Qld HRR

17

CSCA Rnd 5

SCCA

Historic Races

VHRR

13

CSCA Rnd 6

Morgan OC

14 S

Shannons Day

CMCC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

20

Races

FOSC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

CSCA Rnd 7

TSOA

August 6-7

Sept 18
24-25
Oct

29-30

Nov 5-6
Dec 19-20

Historic Races

Venue

Morgan Park Qld
Sydney Motor Sport Park
Winton Long Vic

HSRCA

Sydney Motor Sport Park

Marulan
Wakefield Park

Muscle Car Masters ARDC et al Sydney motor Sport Park
Return of Thunder
Historic Races

VHRR

HSRCA

Sandown

Vic

Sydney Motor Sport Park

Volunteers Needed
General Helpers, Flag Marshalls

Sprite Car Club Of Australia
Supersprint
Sydney Motorsport Park South Circuit
Sunday, July 17th 2016
Contact David Baigent 02 4941 5425 - 0407 137 776
Greg Holden 0418286831
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Entries are now open for Round 5 of the CSCA SuperSprint
Championship
Organised by the Sprite Car Club of Australia
Sunday 17th July,
Sydney Motor Park (Eastern Creek) South Circuit
Entry is completely automated through Cams Event Entry at
the link below
Go to: https://www.meecamsau.com/
I’m interested – what do I do next, how do I find out more?
David Baigent - 02 4941 5425 - 0407 137 776
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Torque Trader
1969 MG Midget
Electric Orange in colour (Ford Focus, with a pearl in the
paint) Built as Greg's race car almost 4 years Fresh
1100cc motor with only run in miles on it. The car presents very well.
The interior has no carpets and seats could be tidied up
Roof is in excellent condition Tyres and mags all good
Asking $8,000 or near offer

Phone Greg Holden 0418 286 831

For Sale

Wanted

MK 3 Midget Hood Bows

Midget hard top

Good Condition $150.00
Phone Ron 0403 579 704 Camden

Any condition
Phone Greg Holden 0408 777 936

FOR SALE
1971 MG MIDGET RACE CAR—LOG BOOKED - Sb— 1326cc
A strong car ready to do great things in the hands of the right driver! Ready to race with harness, roll bar
padding and extinguisher to current specs.

Asking Price $18,000
Also— A Tandem braked trailer also available complete with winch, 5 mag wheels all with good tyres,
chequer plate ramps and light weight folding aluminium ramps.
Asking Price $2,500

For further details call GREG CORBIN on 0418 179 327

Can I ask sellers and buyers in Torque Trader to advise me when their goods have sold or if you no
longer want goods you’ve listed as wanted PLEASE?
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Torque Trader
For Sale
1964 Austin Healey Sprite.
Beautifully restored in 1996 and painted in British Racing Green. This car has been always garaged and
barely driven in the past 15 years. This was a “cut no corners”, quality restoration from the bare chassis
up. No Rust, New Tyres.
Rego expired 16/01/2016, however will come with a NSW Blue Slip. With two Australian owners since
1994, this lovely MkIII presents very well and is a credit to the passionate enthusiasts that have owned it.
This 52 year old beauty runs well and is mechanically A1.

Please contact Joel Wilkinson, 0411 312 967 for more information. Car is based in Tamworth NSW
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
14th June, 2016
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.35 pm
Present: Committee members: Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Barry Cockayne, Ron Farlow, Kerry
Smith, David Baigent.
Members: Harley Pringle, John Drury
Barry Cockayne as Vice-President, acted as Chairman.

Apologies: Wendy Gibbs, Colin Dodds, Les Payne, Greg Holden, Avis Fowler, David Laing.
Moved Barry Cockayne, seconded Graham Wells that apologies as above be accepted & Leave of Absence granted to Les Payne, Greg Holden & Wendy Gibbs as agreed last meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting:;. Ron Farlow asked for some clarification on the surplus from the
Nationals in the financial report. Graham Wells advised that the last line should read “after including the
$990 for day entries in the Supersprint, resulting in a net surplus of $1243.71.” The minutes of the May
meeting were moved accepted by Ron Farlow, seconded Rod Pringle, carried.
Business Arising: None other than items covered later in the agenda.

Treasurer’s Report: Les Payne reported by Email read by Graham Wells.
General Account:
Opening balance

$10,028.31

Deposits

$1,290.25

Payments

$180.26

Closing balance 31/5

$11,138.30

Savings Account:
Opening balance

$20,430.58

Interest

$21.83

Closing balance 31/5

$20,452.41

Business Transaction Account:
Opening balance

$6,003.58

Deposits

nil

Payments

$30.00

Fees
Closing balance
Total Cash in Bank

$10.00
31/5

$5,963.58
$37,554.29
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING Continued
Secretary’s Report: Graham Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
-CAMS Speedread, Club Forum.
-Email Colin Dodds re sponsorship for Display Day.
-Avis Fowler report & apology.
-Email Keith Smith re Friday runs.
-Brochures: Shannons Auction, The Butter Factory, Care Flight Movie Mania, Tulip Time.
- Magazines: Mascot, Goblins Gazette, Tread, Mini Car Club.

Outgoing;
-Email to CMC follow-up on Shannons Day entries.
Social Events: Reported by Rod Pringle:
Keith Smith proposed a list of Friday runs. These were accepted & included in the calendar.
Rod Pringle presented a calendar for the rest of the year.
-Friday, June 10th Picton run
-Sunday, June 19th Palm Beach Fish & Chip Run.

-Friday, July 8th Gerroa Boat Fisho’s Club.
- Sunday, July 17th SCCA round of CSCA Supersprint.
-Saturday, July 23rd Christmas in July, Wentworth Falls Country Club.
-Saturday, July 30th Technical Meeting, Penrith Muffler Man.
-Friday, August 12th Wollongong area drive.
-Sunday, August 14th Shannons Day
-Sunday, August 28th Display Day & All British Day.
- September 16-18th Hill End week-end away .
-Friday, September 23rd Southern Highlands garden & lunch.
-October 1st-3rd Camping at Newnes.
-Friday, October 14th Lunch at Berry.
-Sunday, October 22nd Lunch at Wollombi Tavern.
-Friday, November 18th Drive to Tahmoor.
-Sunday, December 4th AGM & Christmas BBQ.
-Friday, December 9th Drive & mystery lunch.
-January TBA Fish & Chip run.
-Friday, January 13th Visit to Kiama.

The accommodation is booked for the Hill End weekend. Cost will be approx.. $150/head. Saturday drive
to Mudgee is included.
CAMS/CMC: Barry Cockayne advised nothing to report on CAMS other than Speedread &
the Club Forum, details of which were circulated.
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING Continued
Competition & CSCA: David Baigent reported.
- Organisation of our Supersprint is under control. We have a permit number. The event has opened on
the CAMS entry system. The circuit hire, ambulance, radios, & Firechase are all organised. A call for volunteers has gone into Sprite Torque. David will try & set up the credit card payment option available via
CAMS & the committee agreed we will absorb the 2% fee.
-David will try to book a date in September or October for the 2017 event.
-Other coming events are the AHOC Supersprint & All British races at Wakefield.
Regalia: Avis Fowler reported she has ordered 20 caps with the Sprite arrow logo.
Advertisements have been prepared for Sprite Torque but not included due a lack of space with the Nationals reporting.
Sprite Torque: No report but Wendy needs articles, reports & photos.
Facebook: Harley Pringle advised project is ongoing.
-Harley asked if we need approval to include photos? Consensus was that is the same as printing them in
Sprite Torque.
-Do we vet people being accepted into the group? Consensus was we accept everyone until they do
something wrong.
Technical Meetings:
-Avis Fowler reported that a meeting has been organised at Penrith Muffler Man on July 30th.
Membership: Barry Cockayne reported for Sue.
-One new member application. Ian Black from Wahroonga who has an MG B. Proposed Barry Cockayne,
seconded Rod Pringle, accepted.
-Membership renewals for 2016/17 are coming in.
-Reminder notice re Conditional registrations in Sprite Torque.
Web-site: No report.
Display Day 2016: Kerry Smith reported for the sub-committee.
-A draft budget was proposed based on 120 SCCA cars and 240 people.
-We have paid for 130 tickets at a cost of $1300. If we do not use them all then the balance will be regarded as a donation to the chosen charity.
-The AHOC have purchased their own tickets & we have not included them in the catering.
The budget was discussed at length & key points were:
-The overall cost needs to be cut back. A figure of $5000 was proposed and agreed upon.
-We need to control the catering costs. Tickets will be issued & redeemed for a lunch & possibly breakfast.
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING Continued
-Do we need to supply breakfast to everyone? Maybe limit it to tea/coffee with food only for the volunteers
who start early & set everything up.
-Do we need to pay for a gift bag & contents? See what we get from Maguires & any other donations or
sponsorships.
The sub-committee will consider these issues & report back.
Colin Dodds sent an Email request from Maguires asking for an exclusivity agreement & this was agreed
upon. Colin to negotiate with Maguires.
Shannons Day 2016: Graham Wells advised CMC tickets are being mailed
Life Member Recognition: No plaque or similar has been chosen.
Drive to Survive: The notice has been published in Sprite Torque. Graham Wells will follow -up &
see if we have any applicants.
General Business:
There was no other business.
Meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.
Next Meeting: July 12th, 2016 in the Lachlan Room at Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m.

Find the Sprite
hat. Courtesy of
Bert Langford
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Club Regalia

Men’s Polo Shirts

Same details and colours as the men’s polo shirts

Ladies polo shirts

Brush cotton caps
Black & Gold
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Prices
Shepherd Jackets: $50
(We have some current stock with SCCA logo in XL, XXL)
Polo Shirts: $25
Caps: $ 15

Scarfs: $15

These items can be ordered with your choice of logo:
Sprite Car Club of Australia
Sprite with arrow
Team Sprite Racing
Midget with octagon
If you would like SCCA logo and a second logo this can be arranged at time of order at an additional cost (TBA)

Prices are plus postage or can arrange pick up at drives/meetings.
Contact Avis or Elise PH: 0412051594 or regalia @spriteclub.com.au
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Feeling a little undersized on the trip to the National Challenge

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER

A reminder that membership subscriptions are due on 1 July, and subscriptions have increased by $10.
The new fees are:
Single membership is $60 with electronic download of magazine
Family membership is $70 with electronic download of magazine
Hard copy of Magazine by post, you need to add $20 to club membership
The Renewal form is included in this magazine.
Renewals can be paid by Cheque, money order or Direct Deposit (making sure that you put your name
and membership number in the reference area, so we can identify who has paid). Alternatively forms
can be sent electronically. If paying by direct deposit please let the Membership Secretary know once
you have paid. membership@spriteclub.com

Welcome to New Members
Welcome to new members this year
Jamie Buttigieg
Anne Bright whose face is familiar to us, Anne has a 2006 Mitsubishi Lancer
Stephen Conway who has a 1969 Morris Cooper S
Manuel Camara who has a Morris Mini K and a Leyland Moke
Bron Wray & Rob Howes who have a 1959 AH Sprite & a 1969 MG Midget
John Lennox who has a 1972 Mk2A Sprite
Harris Markantonatos who has a 1972 Ford Falcon XA GT
Dennis & Scheryl Maher who have a 1977 Mini, a 1978 Mini Val & a 1966 Cooper S
Christine Newton has a 1972 MG Midget
Jennifer Pauperis who has a 1960 Porsche
Gary Pope who has a 1982 BMW 635
David Ramage who has a 1966 Mk3A Sprite
Bryan Robinson who has a 1963 Mk2A Sprite
Andrew Sebesfi who has rejoined
Brian Thompson who has a 1980 Holden VC Commodore
Anke Wachter who has a 1967 Morris Mini
Graham & Robert Withere
Ian Black with a ‘77 Brooklands Green MGB
We hope to see you all at our events soon.

Bought the missus a hamster skin coat last week.
Took her to the fair last night, and it took me 3 hours
to get her off the Ferris wheel.
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Law of the Result - When you try to prove to someone that a machine won't work, IT WILL!!!
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National Concours
Photos by Brian Bond
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