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(From an Email) Hi all,
As you are probably aware we lost a great friend and journalist Sunday last in Bill Tuckey. Bill was 80 years old.
Bill kept us all amused in the 60’s and early 70’s in his never to be forgotten column ‘Of Cars and Men’ in one of
the motoring mag’s of the day, ‘Sports Car World’
Denis, you will recall the adventures we had doing the advanced driving course with Bill in the just released
186s Monaro’s .... didn’t last long though, sadly the cars took quite a beating on those nights. And then we went
on to be asked to join the Chrysler, Daily Mirror advanced driving class as instructors, now that was an experience. What were they thinking??
But it was another of Bill’s brainchildren.
Warwick Farm days were not to be forgotten. Very expensive though, I think it was about $1.50 for the day
I have attached one of his best. ‘John Manual Fandango’, I hope you all enjoy it and raise a glass to Bill Tuckey.
They don’t school them like that anymore
Enjoy, Cheers Max Squires (Ed. I can try to recreate the text that was attached if there is any interest )

I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger, then it hit me.

I wondered where the sun went at night, so I waited on a mountain top all night, then it dawned on me.
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Presidents Report
Hi all,
The weather is getting cooler but there is still some nice driving to be done in Sprites.
Our most recent runs have been well attended and Rod continues to organise some great runs. The most
recent was the CMC day on the road when we attended the Museum of Fire in Penrith. It was well attended and David and Bev Laing got too show off their new purchase.
David and Bev joined the club and have spent the last few years running around i a nice green mini van.
While not owning a Sprite or Midget they jumped in boots and all and where soon assisting on committee
and putting their hand up to assist where ever possible.
David joined the general committee and this year they where a huge help in organising the Sprite and
Midget Nationals, David signed up to be our promotions officer and has now accepted the position for the
balance of the year.
So what should one do if they are:
A. Helping on the committee for the last few years
B. Signed up to assist in the Sprite and Midget Nationals
C. Are now the Promotions officer for SCCA
You buy a Sprite, not any normal Sprite but a Lenham GTO, David purchased it of Colin and he is very
pleased with his buy. He will take his time making it his own, so he showed it off at the Museum of Fire.
We are also moving into the technical age and at the last meeting the committee agreed to trial a Facebook page for the club. We are lucky enough to have Harley Pringle put up his hand to manage the site in
the trail period.
Once he has set it up we will send a chimp mail out to all members. Wendy Gibbs, Ross and Harley all
put in some time to look at Facebook and I would like to thank them for their time assessing this area.
Facebook is not a replacement for our magazine or for our website but may help us get in touch with a
younger demographic and allow them to explore an interest in Sprites and Midgets.
We are now starting to promote the upcoming All British Day (ABD) which is on again this August. This
year the theme is fantastic Fibre, so if you have a Hard Top, a Fibre Glass front back or doors come
along. We would like to see as many different hard tops as possible turn up on the day. If you have one,
put it on a sign up

Leah and I have not been up to too much lately and I have been taking it a bit easy. The one tonner was
moved to the shed and it will have some attention given to it in the coming months. It is running and fuel is
an issue. I can still have the car running on 10 year old fuel, which is quite amazing. The brakes are still
OK but will need some attention on the near future.
Not to many fires at the moment but Paul Barbara did pay me a visit and we had a cracking fire on the
rocky outcrop. We watched it almost all day and while the wind was up, we did manage to keep it under
control.
And that’s it from me
Greg Holden
SCCA President
Two old men are drinking in a bar. One says, "Did you know that lions have sex 10 to
15 times a day?"
"Aww, darn!" says his friend, "... and I just joined Rotary!"
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Sprite Car Club of Australia
Incorporated.
PO Box 696 Kingswood. NSW 2747

Dear Sprite Members,
You are invited you to renew your membership when it falls due on the
30th June.
For those who need their membership cards for competition events please
send early to ensure the new cards reach you in time.
For those members who have cars on club plates, you need to be a financial member to be covered to drive the cars and for insurance purposes.
Membership Secretary
Catering for Austin Healey Sprite and MG Midget Enthusiasts
Club Patron Mr. John Sprinzel
Aiming to promote, foster and preserve Austin-Healey Sprites and MG Midgets

Web Site
I have just updated the club website to add a set of photos taken at the National Challenge.
Choose the ‘Gallery’ menu down the left side of the web site and you’ll find the album for the National Meeting along with albums of photos from other club events.
I’m always after photos, so if you have taken some photos of a club event you have attended recently, send them to me and I’ll put them on the site.
We have just started to promote the club’s Display Day and Concours to be held in conjunction
with All British Day on 28th August. As part of the promotion, I have created a page for that event
on the club website and as more information about the Display Day becomes available, I’ll continue to update the page. Choose the ‘Display Day’ menu from the left side of the web site and be
sure to check back from time to time.
Remember, the club website is there for the club members and I’m interested to know what you
enjoy or not(!) about the web site. So if there is something you would like to see on the site, or
something you think should be changed, send me an email at spriteclub@spriteclub.com to let me
know about it!
All the best!
Ross Reichardt.
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Editors Note:
I’m a little excited to announce that the Sprite Car Club of Australia is opening a Facebook
page. There has been a considerable amount of too-ing and fro-ing amongst the committee
as to whether we need one or not. If we want to keep in touch with the times, we need one.
The main concerns, were about security of the page followed by a rehash of all the bad publicity that Facebook has EVER received. Posting to the Page will be limited to 2 or 3 people
with up to date news for all. It will be administered by Harley Pringle and governed by our
President, Greg Holden. It will not replace Sprite Torque or our Website but rather serve to
show our fabulous cars and our events to the world instantaneously.
More details to follow…
Best wishes for speedy recoveries to our President Greg and Treasurer Les who are recovering from separate surgeries.
Many thank yous to ALL the magazine contributors this month. Just when I thought I could
bore you all to tears with reprinted tales from the Team T.A.R.T. days, along comes a raft of
member scribed articles. Well done!
I received in the post (a.k.a snail mail) a copy of Sports Car World magazine dated July
1965. This edition contains a story on the Sprite Car Club of Australia. I’m thrilled to be able
to bring it to you in the coming months. Thanks Nev Mansfield for sharing.
Space is a bit short towards the back of Sprite Torque this month so I’ll give the Alpine Classic a plug here. This year the “rally” starts at Lithgow, overnights in Parkes then finishes
back in Lithgow. This is the only timed event on the Classic Rally calendar. Check out the
Classic Rally Club website for details. Ian and I are travelling down for the event. It’s a great
weekend—especially if you liked the “rally” at the National Challenge.

Gregory Strange Motor Mechanic
Sydney home of Sprite’s and Big Healeys’
Sympathetic servicing and repairs to most
English and Classic Sports Cars.
We also look after your daily drives.
All employees are SPRITE CLUB members

Associated with the Sprite Club since the 1970’s
117 Cleveland Street,

Chippendale, 2008

Phone: 9319 2299

0412811958
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It was a great day to be out in the Sprite, I had my car Harley in his ute. We drove to McDonalds at Narellan, went in and had coffee, Greg and Leah arrived, and had coffee while we waited for 9.00am. Looked like there was only the five of us going, so we
headed off down to Kangaroo Valley. The drive was great plenty of sunshine and not to hot.

We arrived at Pioneer Park paid our money, and started to look around, with plenty to see, there were old buildings, machinery
and heaps of old household equipment.
This was some of the machinery in the sheds. On the way around we found an old Dairy, Blacksmiths Shop,

We found an old slab hut, this is an example of a hut remade out of old slabs, there where no glass windows, and the bed was
made out of pipe and wire. The wind would also blow through the cracks between the slabs, hate to think how cold it would have
been through winter.

There was a whole lot of old tooling and the Old Post Office. This old wagon is what I would like to have in my front yard.

After looking around we had a BBQ for lunch, Greg and Leah headed back home and Donna, Harley and I headed into Nowra to
see some old friends for the rest of the week-end.

Written and pictures By Rod Pringle.
Page 8 Sprite Torque May ‘16

I’m the NEW CUSTODIAN
By David Laing
A committee member of SCCA who doesn’t even own a Sprite/Midget stablemate?
I do NOW – it’s the Rob Allen, Colin Dodds built Lenham GTO

I’d been casually looking at Sprites and Midgets at Concours’s, All British Days, eBay, Carsales, Unique Cars etc. and just generally googling to see what was on offer. I say “casually” because most of you would know I have an immaculate - even if I say so
myself! - 1977 Minivan – the Brooklands green one – so to own another “old” car seemed an unnecessary expense/investment,
particularly for a retiree!
Whilst I admired many examples of various model Sprites and Midgets, there was always something that didn’t “press the right
buttons” – I’m just too practical!
The Lenham GTO was featured on the Sebring website that I stumbled upon when googling Sebring. I knew the bonnet shape,
that was somewhat different to a standard Sprite/Midget, was a Sebring. Then there was the usual websites for car sales, and
low and behold, there was this 1971 MG Midget that featured on the Sebring website – “contact Colin at Dural”. Well, there is
only one Colin at Dural I knew, who could possibly be connected with a car like that! I was right. The car was at Rob & Sharon
Allen’s – fellow SCCA members - at Glenorie – a couple Bev & I knew particularly well from our recent stint at “ The Nationals” in
Goulburn & prominent All British Day organisers, so everything was starting to fall in place. Now to convince “The Minister of
Finance” who threw up every manner of resistance and of course, common-sense logic! I prevailed and we decided to sus it out
further. A test drive with Colin, then further discussion and viewing with “The Minister of Finance”, more web searching showing
further details about this unique vehicle, a list of 14 questions & soul searching “was this the car for me/us?” over the next couple
of days. Then an email from Colin, alerting me to a very serious enquiry, so the pressure was on, however, I was 95% convinced
that this was going to turn out ok in my favour, as long as the price was right.
The deal was done and I officially picked up the car on 10th May 2016, and promptly left it with Colin to sort historic plate rego,
whilst I worked frantically at home clearing space around the 2 minivans, tool chests, sand blaster etc.

Then on Sat 14th May, Bev dropped me off at Colin’s, saw the
“palindrome” rego plates 59895H - a nice touch, care of Colin (he’s
like that) - and off home to safely garage her and become familiar
with all aspects and determining what I would do to put “my stamp”
on this beautiful piece of machinery, of which I regard myself, as

“The new Custodian”
Photo – Bev & I on our 1st run, Sun 15th May 2016, National Motoring Heritage Day, Museum of Fire, Penrith.
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National Motoring Heritage Day
@ The Fire Museum Penrith 2016
It was Sunday again and time to get ready to go to the National Motoring Heritage Day at the Fire Museum in Penrith, we were to meet at the Peachtree Pub across the road. When I arrived most were already
there. David and Bev Laing turned up in there new Green Lenan GTO which was registered last Friday.

Brian Pennington/Bug Eye Avis Fowler/Sprite 11A David & Bev Laing Dennis Maher/Clubman Donna Pringle/Sprite 11A

We left the pub about 9.25 for the short trip across the road to The Fire Museum and quickly found a
space and put our banners up for The Sprite Club, as we were setting up a few other cars turned up.

We had Rob Howes & Bronwyn with kids in a Midget Mk 111, Bruce & Rhonda Pierce in a great Morris
Miner, then Steve Dive in his Sprite 11A, also Mark Sheppard and his daughter Helley in their Bugeye.
It was overcast all day but we didn’t get any rain all day, there was a great range of cars at the Heritage
day, including a Vanguard Ute with Caravan, MG’s
A few of us ventured into the Museum of Fire which has a great range of Fire Engines and early Horse
Drawn and People Drawn Pumping Fire Equipment.
We also got some new Fire Fighters, not that I would trust them trying to save my house,

Sprite Hat!

But it would get there fast with Avis driving :)

It was a great fun day with all of us enjoying ourselves, the Museum put on a sausage sizzle, tea & coffee
for us, with an invitation to go back next year.
Written by Rod Pringle, Photos by Rod Pringle
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Cars I’ve Owned
– Glenn Falson
I’ve owned quite a few cars over the years. Some good, some bad, some indifferent. All with character except for the various “free” work car Holdens and Fords over a long period of local government employment.
My first car was a hand-me-down from mum. A 1956 Standard 10. This was the big one! It had a
948cc motor rather than the Standard 8’s 848cc. I was a member of the Eastern Suburbs Sporting Car
Club at the time and took it to the Castlereagh Drag Strip for one event. Blew the car up on my second run
and had to be towed home on a very short rope as I recall.

Next car was a 1959 Triumph Herald Convertible. Bright yellow. Thought I was very cool. Had a
crook motor and I had to change the spark plugs half way across the harbour bridge as they would oil up.
Must have been a long time ago because I recall I could actually stop on the side lane of the bridge in
those days to do the work when the car broke down. I put a rebuilt motor in it but that blew up too when
the gudgeon pin circlips moved out of the pin groove and let the pin slide into the cylinder. Patched it up
and sold it.
Then bought my first mini. A 1959 Mini 850 with sliding windows, long gearstick and starter button
on the floor. Had this for quite awhile. It was light blue but I had it resprayed a similar light blue with a
dark blue roof. My dad was a jack of all things including being a good upholsterer. He re-covered the
seats with some Cooper S fabric. I got a woodrim steering wheel for Xmas and put twin carbies on it along
with a mild cam, headshave, extractors and sports muffler. Can’t absolutely say that it went better but is
certainly looked the part and sounded great! Whilst I still had the mini and driving at Manly one day I saw
a sky blue Triumph TR3A. Like Toad in Wind in the Willows my eyes glazed over, I said “beep” “beep” a
few times and was hooked. I looked around for one but all that I could find was a red TR3 (not TR3A). It
was a bit rough so I re-sprayed it. It needed new rings and bearings which I put in. Had this for about two
years. It was a good car but a bit wet and windy even with the roof up. Side curtains used to flat terribly
when over about 40mph. I do however have fond memories of having a burn with an E-Type Jag on way
down the south coast. Travelling at speed over the hills and corners around Kiama and Berry was fantastic. I still remember the bloke in the Jag waving at me as he eventually turned off the highway and I kept
going south. I would have blown the horn in return but it didn’t work. One of the strange things about the
gearbox in my TR3 was that it had overdrive on all 4 forward speeds. Was only supposed to work on 3 rd
and 4th. Apparently had a wire crossed somewhere. Used to turn heads when I was chucking laps around
shopping strips and had 8 gears to change through!
I still had the mini which I sold and bought a white Austin Cooper. Only had this for about 2 months
as I traded it on a red Series 1 Sunbeam Alpine. Nice car, had hard and soft tops, wind up windows and
was a nice car to drive. However like a lot of my cars through my life it didn’t last long as I did the “beep”
“beep” thing again, was a true Toad and bought a 1967 XR GT Falcon. This was just possibly the best car
I’ve ever owned. It was an ex-police car and was a nice light iridescent green colour. 289 cubic inch small
block Ford V8 from American Mustangs but tuned to get more horsepower for Police and also Bathurst
race conditions. They made 200 copper bronze GT’s for sale and also to have them homologated for racing with the Bathurst 500-mile race in their sights which they won in 1967. They also made, as I understand, about a dozen GT’s for the police of a variety of colours. As I’ve mentioned, mine was light green.
It had cream upholstery with big bucket seats and a fabulous wood steering wheel with pearl inlays. Also
had a great short floor shift lever with a cross bar on it that you had to lift up to engage reverse gear. It
was during my ownership of this that I met my bride, Barbara. We used to go everywhere (mostly eastern
suburbs), music blaring, twin exhausts on song. Very unfortunately a pommy mate of mine was going to
go back to the UK for a year and talked me into going with him. I had to sell the Falcon to fund my trip.
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Cars I’ve Owned Continued
I was sad to see it go (and Barbara too!). I missed Barbara and came home after 5 months.
Whilst away I bought an engagement ring in Derby in the midlands and Babs and I were engaged a few
months later.
Whist in the UK I bought a Ford Popular. I think it was about a 1960 model. The Popular’s were
the down market version of the Ford Consul. Consul’s weren’t exactly luxurious and the Popular was like
their “poverty pack”. Consul’s had an overhead valve engine and the Popular had a side valve unit. It
had a bit of rust in it and so I got some cornflake packets, some body filler, sandpaper and a can of pressure pack paint. Bogged it up and it looked great. Bought it for 70 quid and sold it for 100 quid. Went all
over the UK and it never missed a beat until it broke a fan belt on the M4. I had a spare belt and fixed it
on the side of the motorway. Unfortunately, I had a gold and opal ring that Babs bought me before I left
OZ. I put the ring on the roof so as to not to get it scratched but forgot about it and drove off. Bugger!
Good girl that she is though, she got me another one!

Back in Oz I had Babs but no GT Falcon. Being brought up in my Dad and brother’s back yard I
picked up all manner of skills. I thought I would buy a car, do it up and sell it for a profit. I found a Morris
Major (the one with the rear fins) that had been in a rear end shunt. Driveable but needed lots of work. I
cut just about the entire rear out of it, made a good rear out of two halves from different cars. Looked ok
when I finished it but was never pristine. I did however sell it for a small profit but not enough if I took labour into account. Thought I would have another go and this time bought a white MGB. One of the first, I
think 1964? It didn’t have overdrive. Had this for only a short time and detailed it up and did the brakes,
and tightened the wire wheels. Did the wheels myself with help of Dad. He had a wheel balancer in his
shed which we trued the wheels on. Worked a treat. The best thing about the MGB however was that
Babs and I went to the Watson’s Bay pub one night for a drink and after letting Babs in the passenger
door, I got down on my knees and proposed, she in the car and my knees on the wet grass on the park
opposite the pub. Whilst Babs was pleased, her mother wasn’t!... there is a story for another time! Something must have worked however as we’ve been married for 43 years and have 4 great kids.
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I sold the MGB as I was an engaged man now and needed something more responsible. Hang on!
Babs already had a Toyota Corolla. Just the thing. We got married and went on our Tasmanian honeymoon in the Corolla. All good expect the heater didn’t work and it gets bloody cold on the west coast of
Tassie in late April. We kept the Corolla for about 10 years. Did 260,000 miles and had one motor rebuild which I did in the carport of our first rented home which was as Cremorne. The Corolla was a great
little thing. We would have still been at Cremorne except we were a $1,000 short on a deposit for a home
we would have bought. Strict saving and borrowing rules in those days. So we moved to Kellyville which
was a bit of a temperature and culture shock after the eastern suburbs and Cremorne. But we liked it and
made many friends there which we still have today whereas when we return to the eastern suburbs it
seems like a different land now!
Whilst still owning the Corolla I bought a mustard colour Cooper S. It had a 1370cc motor and was
rather quick. I was working at Sydney Uni at this time and joined the University Car Club. Went on quite a
few club meetings including sprints and motorkhanas. Crashed the car on the Putty Road one night.
Coming along a side road and didn’t see the intersection in the wet and darkness. A farmer heard the
crash and pulled the car out of a ditch. Didn’t have any damage until he pulled it out and it kept going and
crashed into his tractor. Big dent in the boot lid.
We had 3 basset hound dogs in our early married years. They needed a van or wagon to carry
around. So we bought a Minivan. Didn’t have rear side windows and I didn’t like the lack of visibility. Did
the trick for a while however and until Babs was having our first kid. Needed something with a rear seat
so I bought a Datsun 1200 van. Not the cute little one that most remember but a big lumping two door old
thing that had a 4 speed column gear lever. But it was mechanically great and it took us all over including
to Melbourne a couple of times showing our basset hounds at the Royal Melbourne Show. Our first born,
David, was in a car seat in the rear seat which in turn was roped in with a big bit of rope about 1 inch in
diameter. Safety was paramount in our family! We sold the “Range Datsun” as we fondly called it to our
local butcher who used it for his delivery van for many years.
Our next cars were an XW Falcon Wagon and a Toyota Crown Wagon. The Falcon was bulletproof and did everything asked of it (I like Falcons!...sorry Colin Dodds!) The Toyota Crown was good for
carting dogs around as it had an electric rear tailgate window. When the dogs let one go (as they were
want to do) we just wound the window down a bit and all smells were eliminated. The kids used to tell us
when to wind the window down!
I then started working in local government and for the next 20 years had a succession of cars, Falcons, Commodores, Magna’s etc. Work cars are the best for cheap motoring (ie cost nothing) but a bit
soul destroying and boring. During these days Babs had a succession of cars including a Triumph PI
2500. Nice car except that the fuel injection system was always playing up. Other cars owned by Babs
over this time was a Suzuki Carry van (silly thing kept having fuel problems), a Honda Accord (nice car but
too small for all the kids) and a Suzuki Sierra 4wd (also too small for the kids). She then had a Lada Niva
(no laughing). We bought it new and it was good for what it was used for as we had a property at this time
which needed a 4wd. It didn’t have aircon so it had to go.
I left local government and started my own consultancy. First car was a Lancia Beta sedan. Very
comfortable and went well except not reliable. Had a sliding sun-roof which everyone liked. I was in the
Alfa/Lancia/Fiat car club and at a meeting at Amaroo Park saw a red Alfa Romeo Alfetta sedan for sale
which my son (who was then 17) and I really liked. I liked it as it had air conditioning which the Lancia did
not and my son liked it as he thought that I might give him the Lancia (which I did and then he sold it to his
mate who rolled it and wrote it off). I took the Alfetta to a few car club meetings, hill climbs, sprints etc. I
sold it in the end as I was having to go into the city to court on many occasions and it was prone to overheat and became unreliable.
Babs bought a BMW 323, sedan. Very nice car and quite smooth and quick with its 2.3 litre sixPage 13 Sprite Torque May ‘16

cylinder motor. Was probably the best handling car we’d had until that time (apart from the Minis). Unfortunately, the motor became rattly and blew lots of blue. Traded it in on another Falcon which became my
car and we bought a new Holden Barina for Babs which later became a hand-down for our girls. Babs
then got a red Barina Cabriolet. We hooted about in this for a few years and had lots of fun.
We then had a new Daweoo Leganza. This had a 2.3 litre version of the Holden Astra motor. Nice
car but it had to go as I had by this time been bitten by the 4wd bug. First 4wd was a Landrover Discovery
diesel. Was a good thing and very capable and reliable. Next was a Hyundai Terracan. Top of the range
model which was also good. My brother at this time was doing the compliance certification for Ssangyong
Australia. He got me onto a new Musso twin cab diesel ute of which they had 500 or so on the dock that
they were stuck with as they had a new model out at the time. I got it for a little over half price. Too good
to pass up. Mercedes motor and Falcon 4 speed auto gearbox. What more could I want. We had this for
11 years and it never missed a beat and did about 225,000km. Sold it only recently as needed something
more powerful to tow our caravan. Brought tears to my eyes (and Babs too as she loved the Musso).
During our Musso time Babs bought a new Kia Cerato which she also had for 11 years. Great little thing
and again very reliable and economical. This has been replaced with a Saab 9-3 diesel which is probably
the nicest ambience in a car that we’ve owned. Reliable so far and very economical. 4.7 litres/1000km on
the highway (60 miles/gallon).
Almost forgot that this article is for the Sprite Club. Over the last 10 years or so we’ve also had a
Mk 2A Sprite, a bug-eye Sprite, an MX5, an MG Midget (round wheel arch) and another MX5. Great cars
all. There is a story about the Mk 2A in an earlier Torque about how I rescued it from the fires in Canberra. Babs still gets cross about the danger that we were both in. Did the deal with the previous owner as
houses across the road were burning!
What car is next? Who knows. But no doubt I’ll start “beep” “beeping” again sometime soon. Another bugeye would be nice and perhaps a stretch Hummer (just joking).
Post Scrip: An XR GT sold recently for $180,000 at a Shannon’s Auction. Shannon’s told me that my ex
-police one, being an even rarer colour, may have been worth even more. Bugger! Should never have
sold it to go to the UK….but then I wouldn’t have bought Babs the engagement ring!
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Wakefield Park HSRCA Summer Event
27 & 28 February 2016
For the summer race meeting, we had cool and damp conditions with a bit of rain on early Saturday
morning and faster times as the weekend went on. It produced smaller competitor numbers but good racing nonetheless with some early spins and little body damage.
James Elphick in the beaut dark green Elva OIV Ford Prefect engined Gazelle and Barry Cockayne with
the lime green 998cc bugeye in particular were using the event as a test run for Phillip Island a fortnight
down the track. Both were entered in the JKL with Sa cars which meant some seriously fast open wheelers to contend with such as Les Wright’s Dalro Jaguar, Grant Craft in the Sharp Holden, Paul Armstrong
in the S/C Nalla Holden and Brian Simpson’s ‘take no prisoners’ Cooper Mk.9 from Victoria running a
potent 1100cc JAP vee twin on alcohol. To add to that line up we had Brian Duffy in the lightweight 3 litre
Healey at the pointy end. Sprite club member Les Schwebel continued to nibble at the heels of the big
quicks in his well prepared and aggressively driven 997cc Turner of 1962 era, turning in a lap time of
1.15.69 and finishing 6th in the 6 lap race on the Saturday afternoon.
In the very slippery Saturday practice, Barry C played it smart; he stayed out on the track and worked
Kermit into a fantastic grid position by using all of its nimble handling with judicious use of the accelerator
pedal. He ended up being 6th on the grid for the first race. He shot off to a terrific start for the race then
spun in turn 2 into the inside of the circuit causing lots of the quicks to take avoiding action; a real spectacle. ‘Kermit’ fought back gallantly being the second smallest engined car there and ended up in 14th position in the 5 lap race – deserving of a medal bearing in mind that the engine is now two years old and the
tyres at least that age. In the next race on the Saturday afternoon 6 lap race, Barry finished 10th out of a
field of 22 cars with the race won by Brian Duffy. Barry finished the weekend with a fastest lap of 1.18.85
and Jim with 1.20.90 for the weekend.
In Regularity, the ever smiling and consistent club archivist David Lawrence in the very tidy, family red
Healey 100-4 did the members proud as usual.
In the group Sb /Sc race there was plenty of club involvement. Colin Dodds in the black Group T Midget
got down to the very fast time of 1.11.57 with newish tyres and trailing the very quick Porsches and the
twin cam Lotus 7 Mk.4 of Victorian Michael Byrne.
Andrew Celovsky, Alfa historics driver from Canada, was using the event as a swap racecar holiday
(payback event before going to Phillip Island) driving one of Peter Mohasci’s rent-a-Midgets and did a no
frills but fast 1.14.73 at his first run at Wakefield. Geoff King in his immaculate silver 1100 Sprite improved to 1.15.61. Ric Forster got down to 1.14.30 without having to chase Brian Weston for a change,
who was not entered for this event.
Kerry Smith
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What: Penrith Muffler Man Tech Day
Where: 70B Cox Ave Kingswood NSW 2747

When: Saturday 30th of July,
Time: 1 pm onwards
Here they will talk about
Sport exhausts
Catalytic converters
Custom systems
And more
Lunch will be a sausage sizzle and drink supplied by the Sprite Car Club.
RSVP: 29th of July
(For catering numbers)
Contact: Avis – 0412051594
Email- regalia@spriteclub.com or Janet- 0421343100

Page 16 Sprite Torque May ‘16

Jaguar Driver Club Super Sprint
Saturday 14th May dawned with clear skies and the promise of a beautiful day for Supersprinting and
Sydney Motorsport Park – Druitt Circuit (Eastern Creek North Circuit).
Following last year’s debacle where the event got off to a very slow start, the Jaguar Club were on top
of their game and made sure that the event started promptly at 9:00am. Fortunately the conditions
were good with clear skies and a dry track which was another improvement on previous years.
Team Sprite had grabbed a triple garage due mainly to the efforts and early arrival of Nick and Andrew Sebesfi who were there in their Orange Sprite and Green Midget respectively. I was in my ‘new’
Midget race car and we were joined by John Sproule (Mk1 Sprite), Dennis Sullivan (Mk111 Sprite),
Denis Best in his Lenham LeMans and Rob Byrnes in Roxy the Mini Cooper S. Nearby the hairdresser club of Andrew McLaughlin, Craig Barney and Tony Davis had nabbed a double garage together
(should that be Salon?) and SCCA was also represented by Lukas Kairaitis making a welcome outing
in his lovely Porsche 911.
My day did not go according to plan and you can read about this elsewhere in ST. In short, my 6
month resurrection of a race car needed a bit more work to make it rally track ready. I did manage to
get some laps in, but they were not really competitive.
There was a problem right at the beginning of the event, on the warm up lap in fact, where a clubman
reputed to have 400bhp at the wheels, lit up the rear tyres on the back straight and speared into the
concrete wall. If that wasn’t bad enough, part of the front suspension and a wheel bounced back into
the middle of the track causing a hazard for all the other drivers. The session was not red flagged but
the drivers in the group took it upon themselves to return to the pits for their own safety which is commendable. This just highlights the fact that certain parts of SMP are out of sight from the Clerk of
Course in the control tower and they are totally reliant on the actions and communication from the
Flag Marshalls out on the track.
As a result of my car issues, I didn’t really get a chance to chat much with my fellow competitors very
much although I am grateful for the help I received. Father and Son team of Nick and Andrew Sebesfi
were having a day long duel with each other. Nick’s brother Alan was also helping around the garage
and I am sure I saw him cleaning Nick’s car at the start of the event – I wish I had a brother like
that! Andrew was to eventually get the better of his dad, a win for youth over experience in this instance. Denis Best is an experienced racer and he set the fastest time from the Sprite family of cars.
Denis is one of the few cars I actually saw on track and there is no doubt the slippery shape of the
Lenham coupe is an advantage down the long straight at SMP. John Sproule and Dennis Sullivan
were also have fun and thoroughly enjoying the sunshine. Rob Byrnes seemed to be having a quiet
day, probably lacking the normal company of Ray Fahey, John Millhouse, Barry Cockayne, Paul Orton
and David Hunt who were sadly absent at this round.
Over in MX5 camp, Tony Davis was setting some competitive times in his new car shod on slicks. Andrew McLaughlin was also going well but Craig Barney was really setting some cracking times until
sadly he had a big accident. This is not the first time our club has had an accident at this circuit and
Craig was unfortunate to lose control and hit the wall head on at the flip flop where you cut across between turns 4 and 9. The accident was significant and the run red flagged. Both Andrew McLaughlin
and I were lined up on the dummy grid when this happened and we were relieved to find out that
Craig was OK although his car was very badly damaged.
The mood was somewhat sombre after this and the day was wrapped up around 4:00pm.
I have been in contact with Craig today and he has confirmed that he is OK and that he was well
looked after by the medical and recovery crews.
P.T.O.

Paul Cooper from TSOA took lots of photos on Saturday at the Jaguar CSCA Round. He has put them on
the web for all to use – see link below.
http://pau7l-csca163.tumblr.com
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Jaguar Driver Club Super Sprint Continued
Full results are on Natsoft but the edited SCCA results are as follows:-

Regards

David Baigent
SCCA Club Captain
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He is the hi-res photo of the grid, as the flag drops, for Race 4 Phillip Island 13th March 2016
The three Spridgets have gotten away well.Damien Meyer in the blue MG Midget on pole, Troy Ryan
with some tyre smoke in the red A-H Sprite on grid two, and Brian Weston’s BRG Midget on grid three.
Brian Duffy has bogged down a little in the Healey 3000 and Alex Webster’s 911 is already looking to go
round the Healey. Don Bartley and Simon Meyer are away well.
Photo Courtesy of SDPICS .
Brian Weston
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Volunteers Needed
General Helpers, Flag Marshalls

Sprite Car Club Of Australia
Supersprint
Sydney Motorsport Park South Circuit
Sunday, July 17th 2016
Contact David Baigent 02 4941 5425 - 0407 137 776
Greg Holden 0418286831

As you may be aware, the second CAMS Member Information Night for 2016 is being held in Sydney
(Mascot) on the evening of Thursday 16 June 2016.
More information regarding the event can be found on the CAMS website.
The event is free to attend, however, you will need to register in order to secure your place. Registrations for the event can be made by clicking here.
I would ask that you distribute this information to all your club’s members.
I would encourage as many club representatives and members to attend as possible & put forward
questions to be answered by CAMS representatives.
Any questions regarding the event can be directed to me.
Kind regards,
Shawn
Shawn Fitzgerald | Sport & Club Development Officer NSW / ACT

Cams Speed Read link http://www.cams.com.au/media/publications/speed-read

A thief broke into my house last night...he started searching for money, so I woke up and searched
with him
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Hi Fellow Sprite/Midget Lovers,
It’s on again, the ANNUAL pilgrimage to the ALL BRITISH DAY & for us our ANNUAL Concours &
picnic day.
Yes, the same superb venue – The Kings School, Pennant Hills Rd, Nth Parramatta. It’s a magnificent venue that attracts 1700 + classic motor vehicles from 100+ Car Clubs. This is a major Sydney event not to be missed. It’s a great opportunity to mix with like-minded, vehicle enthusiasts.
You’ll have the opportunity to get FREE entry (double the cost of last year) if you attend with
YOUR Club, SCCA - Sprite car Club of Australia – have a FREE BBQ lunch as well, so that just
about covers your annual SCCA fees in ONE hit.
There’s absolutely NO excuse NOT to attend in some capacity – bring and ENTER your Sprite,
Midget, Lenham GTO, The Fright, any associate vehicle on historic club plates (30 years +) for
Concours, Display Only or just park it in the Paddock somewhere, BUT you MUST ENTER by way
of the ENTRY form attached. There is not much detail required, but we need to know for parking
AND catering – we don’t want anyone to go home hungry.
You should be able to open the attachment and type in your details, save the document and then
email it to Colin, IT’s that EASY, or you may wish to call Colin on the mobile number shown, but
this really takes up Colin’s time – he’s just a young bloke still working!!.
We will be publishing on-going updates of OUR Club’s vehicle entries.
We have a limited number of FREE tickets so get in FAST and secure yours – heaven forbid, you
don’t want to have to PAY to enter AND we want you within our display area – the more the merrier.
2015 was magnificent – we had probably the BIGGEST area and the largest number of CLUB vehicles of any other Club at The KINGS SCHOOL. Let’s do it AGAIN!
Regards,
David Laing

SCCA Promotions Officer 0402 812 712

Or 02 8678 0027
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Coming Events
June
2016

Fri 10

Head for Picton – lunch at Common Ground Café near Razorback.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.15am.
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to make
your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.

Sun 19

Palm Beach Fish & Chips Palm Beach
1104 Barrenjoey Rd Palm Beach 02 99741110
Meet @ 10.30am McDonalds Nth Parramatta (Victoria Rd Nth Parramatta) for departure @
11.00am Sharp
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au

July
2016

Fri 8

Drive to Gerroa - Lunch at the Boat Fisho’s Club.
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am or
Meet at 11.00am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.30am.
The restaurant will be booked - if you don’t let us know you are coming you will need to make
your own booking.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.

TBA

Christmas in July- to be Advised. Does anybody have any suggestions?
WE ARE STILL WORKING ON THIS ONE
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au

Aug
2016

The Shannon’s Sydney Classic
Sun 14

Meet @ 9.15am depart 9.45 Prospect Hotel-Motel Great Western Hwy, Prospect
All Day Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek Shannon’s Display Day,
Eastern Creek Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek.
If you require ticket for car please contact Rod.
Over 1900 Veteran & Classic vehicles from over 150 clubs on display and on parade, including
cars, motorbikes, scooters and military vehicles, police vehicles, ambulances & fire engines. AND
it’s on rain, hail or shine. There’s plenty to see and do indoors.
If you require ticket for car please contact Rod.
Contact Rod Pringle 044 8009223 social@spriteclub.com.au

Sun 28

All British Day
Kings School Nth Parramatta
See details and entry form in this edition. Pages 21 and 22
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2016 CSCA Supersprint Series Calendar
CSCA round
1
2
SCCA Challenge
3
4
5
6
7

Date
Saturday 6th February
Sunday 13th March
Friday 25th March
Saturday 14th May
Saturday 24th June
Sunday 17th July
Saturday 13th August
Sunday 18th September

Host Club
CLA
MG
SCCA
Jaguar
AHOC
SCCA
MOCA
TSOA

Track
Wakefield Park
SMP North
Marulan DTC
SMP North
Wakefield Park
SMP South
SMP Gardner
Marulan DTC

I’m interested – what do I do next, how do I find out more?
David Baigent - 02 4941 5425 - 0407 137 776
COMPETITION CALENDAR 2016
Date

Event

Organiser

Venue

May 28-29

Historic Races

Austin 7

Winton Vic

June 11-12

Historic Races

ARDC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

23

CSCA Rnd 4

AHOC

Wakefield Park

24

Races – All British

Wakefield Park

Wakefield Park

24

Races

FOSC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

Historic Races

Qld HRR

Morgan Park Qld

CSCA Rnd 5

SCCA

Sydney Motor Sport Park

Historic Races

VHRR

Winton Long Vic

13

CSCA Rnd 6

Morgan OC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

14

Shannons Day

CMCC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

20

Races

FOSC

Sydney Motor Sport Park

CSCA Rnd 7

TSOA

Marulan

24-25

Historic Races

HSRCA

Wakefield Park

29-30

Muscle Car Masters ARDC et al

Sydney motor Sport Park

Nov 5-6

Return of Thunder

VHRR

Sandown

Dec 19-20

Historic Races

HSRCA

Sydney Motor Sport Park

July 2-3
17
Aug 6-7

Sept 18

Oct

Vic

Understeer is when you hit the wall with the front of the car.
Oversteer is when you hit the wall with the back of the car
Horesepower is how fast you will hit the wall
Torque is how far you take the wall with you
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Torque Trader
1969 MG Midget
Electric Orange in colour (Ford Focus, with a pearl in the
paint) Built as Greg's race car almost 4 years Fresh
1100cc motor with only run in miles on it. The car presents very well.
The interior has no carpets and seats could be tidied up
Roof is in excellent condition Tyres and mags all good
Asking $8,000 or near offer

Phone Greg Holden 0418 286 831
For Sale

Wanted

MK 3 Midget Hood Bows

Midget hard top

Good Condition $150.00

Any condition

Phone Ron 0403 579 704 Camden

Phone Greg Holden 0408 777 936

FOR SALE
1971 MG MIDGET RACE CAR—LOG BOOKED - Sb— 1326cc

A strong car ready to do great things in the hands of the right driver! Ready to race with harness, roll bar
padding and extinguisher to current specs.

Asking Price $18,000
Also— A Tandem braked trailer also available complete with winch, 5 mag wheels all with good tyres,
chequer plate ramps and light weight folding aluminium ramps.
Asking Price $2,500
For further details call GREG CORBIN on 0418 179 327

How I learned to mind my own business:
I was walking past the mental hospital the other day, and all the patients were shouting “13...13...13..”
The fence was too high to see over, but I saw a little gap in the planks, so I looked through to see what was going
on.
Some idiot poked me in the eye with a stick, then they started shouting “14...14...14”
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AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE DRIVERS’ CLUB

GOLDEN JUBILEE WEEKEND
Friday 29th July – Sunday 31st July 2016

‘NOSTALGIA

NIGHT’ AT THE CLUB ROOMS

FRIDAY 29TH JULY – DOORS OPEN AT 7.00PM

GOLDEN JUBILEE DINNER
THE RIVERSDALE GOLF CLUB
SATURDAY 30TH JULY – DOORS OPEN AT 7.00PM

SOCIAL DRIVE & HIGH TEA
SUNDAY 31TH JULY
Please let Terri Corbin know if you’d like to reserve a place
terri@gregcorbinarchitects.com.au or Mobile: 0414 988 641
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MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
10th May, 2016
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.38 pm
Present: Committee members: Graham Wells, Rod Pringle, Barry Cockayne, David Laing, Ron
Farlow, Kerry Smith, David Baigent, Ross Reichardt.
Members: Harley Pringle, Paul Barbara
Visitor: Richard Lawrie.
Barry Cockayne as Vice-President, acted as Chairman.
Apologies: Wendy Gibbs, Colin Dodds, Les Payne, Greg Holden.
Moved Barry Cockayne, seconded Graham Wells that apologies as above be accepted & Leave of Absence granted pursuant to Cl.18(2) (g) of the club’s constitution.
Minutes of Previous Meeting:;. The minutes of the April meeting were moved accepted by Rod
Pringle, seconded Ron Farlow, carried.
Business Arising: Graham Wells advised that he has drafted a reply to the Australian Austin
Healey magazine president & is currently with Greg Holden for review.
Treasurer’s Report: Les Payne reported by Email read by Graham Wells.
General Account:
Opening balance

$22,283.06

Deposits

$390.77

Payments

$12,645.52

Closing balance 30/4

$10,028.31

Savings Account:
Opening balance

$20,408.05

Interest

$22.53

Closing balance 30/4

$20,430.58

Business Transaction Account:
Opening balance

$8,396.33

Deposits

nil

Payments

$2,382.75

Fees

Closing balance
Total Cash in Bank

$10.00

30/4

$6,003.58
$36,462.47

A financial report for the Nationals was presented which showed total expenditure of $51,581.29 and
total income of $51,835.00 after allowing for day entries in the Supersprint, resulting in a net surplus of
$1243.71.
The report was moved accepted by Rod Pringle, seconded Ron Farlow, carried.
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Secretary’s Report: Graham Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
-Numerous Emails re Sprite Torque & membership fees which were circulated.
-CAMS affiliation certificate, Speedread, New Member Information Night (to be circulated to membership).
-Email Colin Dodds re trailers on HCRS.
-Email Wendy Gibbs report on Facebook.
-BMC Leyland Heritage membership renewal.
-ABCC membership renewal & Display Day entries.
-Email CMC re downloading meeting minutes.
-Brochures: Shannons Auction, Sydney Automotive Paints & Equipment.
- Magazines: Mascot, Goblins Gazette, Tread, Matters of the Mount, BMC Leyland Heritage.
Outgoing;
-Reply to Greenslip Calculator.

Social Events: Reported by Rod Pringle:

Current planned events for the next six months are:
-Sunday, May 15th National Motoring Heritage Day. Penrith Museum of Fire.
-Friday, June 10th Picton run
-Sunday, June 19th Palm Beach Fish & Chip Run.
-Friday, July 8th Gerroa Boat Fisho’s Club.
- Sunday, July 17th SCCA round of CSCA Supersprint.
-Christmas in July. TBA
-Sunday, August 14th Shannons Day
-Sunday, August 28th Display Day & All British Day.
- September 16-18th week-end away .
Rod is awaiting cost details from Wallacia Hotel before confirming. We will go ahead if $40 per head or
less.
Graham Wells advised Waterside Restaurant, Berowra Waters only on week days.
After discussion the dates for the week-end away in September to Hill End was decided as 16-18th. Looking at co-ordinating with Mudgee Wine Festival.
Rod proposed a run to Denman later in the year; all agreed.
CAMS/CMC: Barry Cockayne reported on the State Council meeting on 16th April. Very little of concern to our club. Reports on various new race-track proposals & questions regarding the use of drones at
race meetings.
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Competition & CSCA: David Baigent reported.

-Next CSCA round is Jaguar Club, May 14th. David will report for Sprite Torque.
- ARDC Supersprint next Sunday, May 15th.
-SCCA round July 17th. Permit application has been lodged, most other things underway. Call for volunteers to go into Sprite Torque.
Regalia: No report.
Sprite Torque: April edition went out with Nationals results. Wendy need photos & articles for
May.
Technical Meetings:

-No further information on the planned meeting at Penrith Muffler Man.
Membership: Barry Cockayne reported for Sue.
Four new member applications.
-Jennifer Pauperis of Auburn has a 1960 Porsche.
-Anne Wachler of Rydalmere has a Mini.
-Harris Markantonatos of Picnic Point has a XA Falcon.
-John Lennox of St. Andrews has a Mk 2A Sprite.
Proposed we accept the new members; Barry Cockayne, seconded Rod Pringle. Carried.
Membership Renewals 2016:
The committee noted that:
-Over the last month there has been considerable discussion on this subject by Email and it continued at
this meeting. We need to get the membership renewal notice out now for June 30.
-Currently fees p.a. are $50 single, $60 family with extra $10 for hard copy magazine.
-Barry Cockayne commented that we do not have a budget for the incoming year to consider.
-On the general membership costs we have substantial increases in costs of the meeting room, Shannons
Day and the ABCC Display Day entry fees have doubled with other increases in postage and catering
costs.
- Membership fees do not cover costs at present. The contribution from Conditional
Registrations & any surplus from the Supersprint cover the deficit.
-Magazine print costs are steady but postage has increased by 30%. The $10 pa charged for the print
magazine does not even cover postage.
-The percentage of members receiving a printed magazine has fallen from 60% in 2013 to 35% current.
-Comparable CSCA clubs & the other Sprite clubs currently charge $70-80 p.a. single membership.
Barry Cockayne moved that-

-fees for 2016/17 be $60 p.a. for single member, $70 p.a. family with an extra $20 p.a. for printed
magazine.
-the printed magazine situation be reviewed over the next three years with the possibility of phasing it out and/or alternatively adopting a revised procedure similar to the Victorian Sprite Club that enables
a gloss coloured magazine for all members.
The proposal was seconded by Rod Pringle, put to the vote & carried unanimously.
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-Barry Cockayne will revise the membership renewal form this week. A revised form will be sent to Ross
Reichardt to be loaded to the web-site and a copy sent printed in Sprite Torque. An Email notice will be
sent to all members with a link to the web-site form.
Web-site: Ross Reichardt reported.
-We have been averaging 15 hits per day on the web-site. Of these 72% are from desk-top & the rest
from mobile devices.
-Ross still has some issues with log-on. We are not getting new members on fast enough. Ross with coordinate with Sue Cockayne.
-We need to fix Email mailing lists. Chimp mail is different to membership list.
-Ross is asking what we want from the web-site & welcomes any member input.

-The notification of when the electronic Sprite Torque goes on the web is only sent to E mag members. It
needs to be changed to an all member notification.
Display Day 2016: Kerry Smith
-The sub-committee is meeting & planning is well underway.
-We need the booking numbers by the next ABCC meeting. Recommendation is 130 tickets. The committee approved this number & Graham Wells will submit paperwork & send cheque. Moved Ron Farlow, sec
Graham Wells, carried.
-Need to start publicity this week.
-Final budget & details will depend on the level of involvement the Austin Healey Owners Club decided
upon at their meeting next week. Greg Holden is liaising with them.
-The committee would like a detailed budget presented next meeting for determination.
Shannons Day 2016: Graham Wells advised no response from CMC this month.
Club Pointscore: Ron Farlow reported.
-The designated events selected for 2016 were: the Nationals, Display Day, AGM , Christmas in July and
our Supersprint (competitors & volunteers). If we decide on a further event it can be added later.
Life Member Recognition: No plaque or similar has been chosen.
Drive to Survive: The notice has been published in Sprite Torque.

General Business:
HCRS Trailers. Colin Dodds sent a written proposal to the meeting “For members who have vehicles
on Historic Conditional Registration, they will be permitted to register their complying car trailers on HCR
at the RMS cost. That is, no cost to the SCCA, but also no additional contribution to SCCA funds.” The
proposal was seconded by Barry Cockayne, put to the vote & carried.
Facebook. The report by Wendy Gibbs was considered & those present thought that the use of Facebook would be a further way for the Club to interact with the members & the public. The offer by Harley
Pringle to act as administrator was accepted with possible assistance from Wendy Gibbs. Any contentious
material is to be referred to Greg Holden, or in his absence a member of the Club executive before loading
to the site. Proposed Barry Cockayne, sec Rod Pringle, carried.
The committee voted to send a message wishing a speedy recovery to both Greg Holden & Les Payne
who are recuperating after surgery.

Meeting closed at 9.02p.m.
Next Meeting: June 14th, 2016 in the Lachlan Room at Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m.
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Feeling a little undersized on the trip to the National Challenge

Paul Barbara’s car
staying on track with a
famous friend.
National Concours

Editor Wendy Gibbs dancing with Anthony Barbara—National Challenge 2016
Yes, that’s me in the MX5 going the wrong way after a spin :)
Photo courtesy by Brian Bond Qld
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