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THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC.
ABN 62879038-526
Club Patron: John Sprinzel
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Magazine Editor:
Ric Forster
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editor@spriteclub.com
Competition Captain &
CSCA Delegate:
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0408 488 767
competition@spriteclub.com
Registrar & Club Plates:
Colin Dodds
0414 789 263
registrar@spriteclub.com
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president@spriteclub.com
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0421 783 985
editor@spriteclub.com
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0427 066 878
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(02) 9810 8982
Club Point Score:
Greg Holden 0418 286 831
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Greg Strange (02) 9909 8607
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Members and Banner at MGCCN Supersprint at Oran Park
Marque Mentors:
Mk1 Sprite
Bert Langford
Colin Dodds
Mk2 Sprite
Neil Scott
Mk3 Sprite
Greg Strange
Keven Sly
1500 Midget
Greg Coonan

(02) 9982 2293
0414 789 263
0409 326 021
(02) 9909 8607
(02) 9604 2010
(02) 4257 1307

All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to:
S.C.C.A.
P.O. Box 696
Kingswood NSW 2747
Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com
(Magazine contributions close 20th of each month)
General meetings are held at:
Parramatta RSL
Start time: 7.30pm - Bistro Area)
2 Macquarie Street
(2nd Tuesday of each month)
Parramatta NSW 2150
SCCA Web Site: www.spriteclub.com
SCCA Email list: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-aus/
NOTE: These are all honorary positions undertaken by private individuals in their spare time.
Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to call you back at a
time more convenient to them.
The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of
articles, correspondence, opinion or advertisements contained herein.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope you are all enjoying your Sprites at the moment and the Autumn weather is the best time
for getting out and about in you trusty soft top. Some of us took the opportunity in early March to
eat a pie at Harry’s Café d Wheels. What a run and we had everything chucked at us. There is
an article in the mag written by Les, so I will try not to rain on his parade.
You will notice in the mag that we now have calendar dates out as far as September this year,
pencil them in on your calendar or put them in your blackberry to ensure that you do not miss a
run.
You may also notice in the magazine our advertisers, most of these business have been advertising with us for many years. I am sure over those years we have got great value from them as
they have from us. Whether you are looking for that special part, a keen insurance rate, or a motor rebuild, please have our sponsors at the front of your mind.
On that note how many of you are on the spridget discussion list, this list allows you to ask questions of like minded people about anything spritely. Colin is a regular on the site and is always
ready to give assistance when needed.
Have you checked out our web site of late, Warren and Annie have put a lot of effort into the look
and feel of the site and I think they are doing a great job. It is a quick reference for run as well as
motor sport events. Please give us some feedback on what you think.
We are at present trying to build a data base of members with e-mail address to allow us to
prompt you on runs and change details if needed. With membership renewals around the corner
we have a great opportunity to expand the list.
On the social side we are planning a run with our Queensland friends and are planning a trip to
Armidale for the June long weekend. This should see a good number of spriters pack in their
woollies and have a great time.
We are also looking to go up North (around Forster/Tuncurry) in August for another weekend
away.
The 2010 challenge and the SCCA 50th birthday are being planned for Easter 2010. Being held
around the Goulburn region in NSW, we should see visitors from most states and hopefully some
from the territories. Keep your eye on the magazine for future updates.
Finally an update on the magazine and an electronic format.
At our March meeting we agreed to place the magazine in an electronic format with all future
magazines to be available on the SCCA web site. These issues will be protected by passwords
and all members will be able to view them. This will allow members to have a regular reference
to magazines and articles and will allow us all to have a great library of editions.
Greg Holden
President SCCA
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EDITORIAL

The Third Month; yet another issue...
All the best written software leads editors astray! For some totally unknown reason, the gremlins attacked and turned most of the advertisements in the body of the magazine into negative images in the
March issue. So apologies to the advertisers. I do hope that this gremlin is expurgated before the next…
In respect of developing the format of Sprite Torque, you have probably noticed that I have now put the
calendar/coming events for social and competition into the centre-fold so that you may easily photocopy it,
or extract it from the staples, to post on your fridge or noticeboard.
In the coming months I intend to start to gradually move around the order of articles so that the more interesting articles are up front and the house-keeping reports, etc are to the back. Assuming of course that
you do send me more articles, clippings, etc. ;-)
This month, preparing the magazine has had to be juggled with preparing the race car for FoSC's Celebration of Motor Sport at Mount Panorama, Bathurst. Having had the front right hub inner wheel bearing
fail on the penultimate lap last year, I have made sure to have the front axle hubs crack tested before this
year's assault on the mountain. Unfortunately both were exhibiting stress cracks, one of them cracked for
1/3 around the base fillet, and so the search for replacement parts and rebuilding the front suspension is
not an entirely unexpected job.
Safety is all important in motor racing. Safety at such speeds, even at the speeds that these small sports
cars achieve down Conrod Straight is paramount, so the job has to be done properly. Thorough preparation is one of the most important parts of motor racing, so that is my priority at the moment.
Hopefully the magazine will get finished in time otherwise you won't be reading this editorial. By the time
you read this, Bathurst will be over and maybe I shall be able to tell the tale of our teams effort there.
Happy Spriting,
Ric Forster
Editor’s Note: Please be aware that this Editor reserves the right to adjust the scope and formatting of correspondence and articles submitted for publication for the sake of brevity, space, and readability, and correct obvious spelling and grammatical inconsistencies, punctuation, and construction without, hopefully,
altering or detracting from the intent of the writer of the submissions. Mostly, MS Word does it for him…Ed
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NOTICES

Healeys Return to Bonneville - Press Release 2
Wednesday, 28 January, 2009 12:48 AM
From: "D.Mongin Healey" <d.mongin@austin-healey.fr>
To: d.mongin@austin-healey.fr
Hello everybody
You can see the continuation (press release 2) of Healeys Return to Bonneville:
http://www.austin-healey.fr/Amis%20Proprietaires/contrihealey100/amiproprietaire84b.html
Press Release 1:
http://www.austin-healey.fr/Amis%20Proprietaires/contrihealey100/amiproprietaire84.html
Regards
Didier
Editor’s note: For the web challenged, most of this article is reproduced as a filler on page 20.

CORRESPONDENCE
Nothing, yet again, received this month.
Would you all please write some letters, articles, reports. etc and send in those photo’s so that I
can fill the empty spaces.
Articles preferred in plain text or MS Word2003.doc format and photos, either as 150 x 100 mm
prints which I can scan and return to you, or as JPEG files of 300 dpi, or between 448 x 336 pixels up to1024 x 768 pixels, or a file size from 250KB up to 1.5MB. Of course, later versions of
word can be read and higher resolutions can be handled, but these conversions all take time.
TIA
Ed

NEW MEMBERS
Peter David Watters; his car is a 1964 Sprite, colour Red
Mark Pike; his car is a 1960 Triumph Herald, colour White and Blue.
To them, welcome, and hopefully you will get as much out of the Club as you put in (Note this Editor’s
subtle hint to solicit more articles). ;-)
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING, 10th March, 2009
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.55 pm
Present: 13 members as per attendance book
Apologies: Leah Holden, Paul Orton, Avis Fowler, Barry Cockayne, James Elphick.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Moved accepted by A. Lawlor, sec. L. Payne carried
Business Arising: Nil other than items covered in agenda.
Secretary’s Report: G. Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
- Colin Dodds re agenda item
- CAMS re State Council Meeting (to B. Cockayne)
- CMC minutes & Shannons Day.
- Keith Smith re Friday Runs
- FOSC re Bathurst Display Day
- Oz Track Days at Marulan (to Greg Holden)
- Brochure: TAFE, Bee Print Mail, Shannons Auction, Rotary club of Shellharbour.
Magazines: T Read, Depender, Flat Chat, Morgan Ear, Mini Car Club, Goblins Gazette, Mascot.
Treasurers Report: Les Payne presented the report below for February.
Opening balance
Income
Payments
Closing balance

$13,612.76
$390.00 (advertising)
$2,465.75 (Club rego $597.75, CAMS $660, printing $770, CSCA $150,
Motokhana permit $288)
$11,537.01 less $25.00 unpresented cheque

Colin Dodds reported sale of 20 badges, net income $697.
G. Holden moved report accepted, sec. G. Wells, carried.
Motokhana: G. Holden reported Supp. Regs. have gone out.
Sprite Challenge 2010.
G. Wells reported on brochure from Oz Track Days which are being held at Marulan indicating that the
driving centre is now up & running. G. Holden will follow up.
G. Holden advised he has been in contact with Queensland Club, particularly in regards to financing. Expression of interest notice to go into Sprite Torque.
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING, 10th March, 2009, cont.
Coming Events: Avis Fowler reported by email to Secretary:
- Harry’s Café de Wheels run all Ok.
- May breakfast run to Cliffhanger @ Bulli. Cost is $16 head. Clashes with Mother’s Day. (Those present
at meeting thought this will be OK as it is a breakfast run)
- Wendy Gibbs BBQ, April 3rd, notice in Sprite Torque.
- June long weekend. G. Holden checked out Coffs Harbour run & it is a problem on a long weekend.
Greg has been in touch with Queensland Club & they are still interested in a joint meeting place. Latest
suggestion is Armidale.
- Xmas in July new venue still not found. Southern Highlands suggested. Jean Haavasalu volunteered to
check out a couple of possible venues.
CAMS: Barry Cockayne reported on recent State Council meeting via Email.
- Neil Turner is new alternate director.
- Next meeting May 30.
- General Competition Licence age limit revision for under 16 years was defeated.
Competition: Paul Orton absent. Next round is March 14 with 13 SCCA entries.
Sprite Torque: Ric Forster reported.
- needs more of the original advertising copy as some people wish to make changes.
- G. Holden to look at putting article in with Pointscore rules.
- need more articles of general interest.
Motion: Colin Dodds submitted a notice of motion headed “Future of Sprite Torque” as follows:
1. “I move that the Webmaster will post each month’s Sprite Torque to a secure are on the club’s web
site, within 24 hours of receipt of the electronic version from the Editor.”
2. “I also move that the Webmaster will, on the same day, email all members advising them that the
new edition of Sprite Torque is available on the website, telling members to click on ‘Sprite Torque’
embedded in his email.
Members who do so will be taken to the website, where they will be asked to input their user name
(their surname) and password (their member number). Once they have done that, they will be presented with a menu of every addition of Sprite Torque published by this method.”
Colin also provided some support information.
Graham Wells pointed out that not all members have email & moved an amendment to insert “ who
have email addresses” in part (2) line 1 after “members”. The amendment was voted on & carried.
Warren Lawlor advised that before the motion can be carried out we need to approve the extra expense of $US8/month to set up the secure section of the website. He also advised it will take about
10 hours work initially to set this up but once done it is an easy task. This was put to the vote & carried.
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING, 10th March, 2009, cont.
Ric Forster questioned whether there is a problem sending this unsolicited email under SPAM laws.
After discussion is was felt that as it is being sent to Club members only it probably is OK because as
members they would expect to get mail from the Club.
Annie Lawlor advised that she will put a question re receiving emails in the membership renewal notice.
Greg Holden moved that if the motion was passed it would come into effect for the April edition. This
was put to a vote & carried.
There being no more discussion the motion part (1) and amended motion part (2) were put to a vote &
carried unanimously.
Colin Dodds then asked what is the current cost per member of printing & mailing out the magazine &
what is the projected cost per member for reduced numbers. This information is needed before we
can look at any changes in membership fees should members decide to go electronic only. G.H., A.L.,
L.P. & R.F. will have a look at this in time for the next meeting.
Regalia: Greg Holden advised sales are slow. As we are coming into winter he suggested we have a
“Winter Sale” offering small discounts on winter regalia.
All agreed & Greg will revise the Regalia advertisement.
General Business:
- Paul Norris asked how we can get more information out to members? Once the
S.T. email system is set up it will be easy to send out special messages re events etc.
- Colin Dodds commented that what we need is a Publicity Officer who would then push information out to
members.
- Annie Lawlor pointed out that we can, & have in the past, put separate flyers in Sprite Torque.
- Greg Strange asked about family membership. What are the criteria? Annie Lawlor commented that she
also had some concerns about the lack of criteria. Les Payne pointed out that we pay insurance on member numbers so there would be savings if only one person went on a membership. After discussion it was
agreed that for competition licensing & concessional registration a person needed to be an individual
member. Annie & Greg will look at putting together a motion on this.
- Greg Strange asked who is on the sub-committee for the 2010 Challenge. Membership is currently
Robin Marshall, Graham Wells, Greg Holden & Les Payne but no separate sub-committee meetings have
been held. Any business to date has been as part of General Meetings.
Meeting closed at 9.38 p.m.
Next General Meeting: Tuesday, April 14th, Parramatta RSL Club at 7.30 p.m.
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Sprite Parts
A compact workshop where you and your car get personal attention

Fast, friendly, efficient
service from the only
supplier open
7am to 7pm, 7 days per
week

PHONE or FAX
ORDERS
Goods are dispatched
by overnight air bag,
express post, courier,
or road freight

All you need for your MG, Sprite or Mini
Colin Dodds 2 Parklea Close, Dural NSW 2158
Ph 0414 789263 Fax: 02 9651-6703
Email Colin@SpriteParts.com.au
Web: www.SpriteParts.com.au
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EVENT REPORT
The Treasurer was absent from his post
During the last week of February 2009, the Treasurer was absent from his post.
Recently I met up with 3 others who had decided to travel, the Great Ocean Road
by pushbike and was invited to join them.
We drove to Melbourne on Saturday 21st February 2009, a very uneventful trip,
only seeing the evidence of fires for a few kilometres about 40k north of
Melbourne. We stayed at the YMCA, in Nth Melbourne.
Sunday we boarded the train with bikes at 9am, our destination, Warrnambool 3.5
hours and 307km away. We spent the rest of the day sight seeing and spending
the night at the Backpackers.
Monday, we started pedalling, 78km to Port Campbell. Mostly flat with a few easy
hills to climb, 26deg and overcast. We stayed in a Hostel for the night.
Tuesday, 57km 26deg 15knott breeze in our face and overcast, riding a 10km hill
up to Lavers Hill, Lavers Hill is only 450m above sea level but the climb was up
then down then higher again, with 4km steep climb at the end.
Wednesday, 52km to Apollo bay, big down hill from Lavers Hill to the coast, but
for every down hill there was an up hill, but nowhere near as bad as yesterday.
26deg overcast with light rain. The roads were wet almost all day so we had to
check our down hill speed, especially with gusting cross winds.
Thursday, 45km to Lorne, medium ride, 27deg overcast. Lorne is a beautiful
seaside town where it was warm enough for a swim.
Friday was the big day, to Queenscliff 103km. Fortunately, we started early (for
us) at 8am. The weather was cool, overcast to start but soon jumped to 46deg,
full sun and fortunately almost no wind. Lunch was at Torquay, following a trip to
Anglesea and Bells beach. Afternoon tea was at Diver Dan’s (From the series
Sea Change) at Barwon Heads and another welcome swim. Apart from a few
smaller hills in the morning the day was a fairly flat ride. Arrived at Queenscliff
about 5.30pm where we stayed at the Royal Hotel.
Saturday, saw us ride 65km, but first a trip on the Ferry to Sorrento. Sorrento is
on the Mornington Peninsula, a great place for breakfast. The ride then followed
the bay towards Frankston. After 15klms we headed across the peninsula visiting
several wineries to Crib Point and Sunny Point where we caught the rail motor
back to Frankston where we changed to a train to Melbourne. When we alighted
from the train we were against the flow of people heading for the football, what a
crowd, and all chanting for their teams. Back to the YMCA, clean up and off to
Chinatown on the tram for a celebratory dinner.
This was a fantastic holiday, hard riding and always found a pub at the end of the
day. Our accommodation was clean and neat. We worked hard but played hard
as well enjoying good food and wine along the way.
Sunday back to Sydney arriving around 8.30pm.
Les Payne
10
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EVENT REPORT
ON HEAT
This article might be a bit out of place, but the editor asked the members for something. (No, it is
not about that other “on heat”).
A few years ago, I parted with my Mk3 Sprite (J&S front end, 1310cc, Weber, tipped it over at Oran
Park, etc) and bought a 1959 MGA coupe, with MGB worked engine, Mk2 gearbox, MGB
suspension etc. One of the biggest problems with coupes is that the cabin temperature is most
often unbearable, meaning the car cannot be used much in summer. So I set about trying to coo
things down.
Step one, install electric fan blowing into the radiator – but no room to fit it between the radiator
and engine. Engine cooler, but no noticeable change in cabin temperature. Step two, buy and fit a
dashboard fan into the passenger foot well, blowing air across the top of the transmission tunnel
towards the driver’s legs. This succeeds in moving air around, but it is still hot and uncomfortable.
Step three, sit and think. Go to the shop and buy some liquorice bullets (I gave up the grog 40
years ago).
Step four, get on the Web and locate the MGA forum – all sorts of information, and a suggestion
that the cabin needs better insulation. Check under firewall, and find no insulation whatsoever.
Step five, Buy some stuff called “air cell” which is used to insulate house roofs. Then laboriously
cut templates and cut and fit insulation. Some improvement in cabin temperature, but still
unbearable on a warm summer day. Step five, sit and think. Buy some chocolate coated liquorice
and mow the lawn.
Step six, tie some ribbons onto the oval vents which (supposedly) exhaust air from the engine bay,
and observe their movement when driving. Sugar! (or some other word) - the ribbons are sucked
back into the engine bay! This can’t be right, but is confirmed by discussion on MGA forum. What
on earth did the pommies do wrong? Surely air was supposed to be pushed out of these vents!
Step seven, buy 1kg liquorice pieces.
Step eight, remove the battery cover behind seats, and make another cover with a large
rectangular hole in it. The air should fly in the windows and out the vent hole. You guessed it
large volume of air comes INTO the cabin through the vent! But at least the air is relatively cool.
Step nine, think with cup of tea and biscuit, and Darrell Lea liquorice. I know! An air scoop under
the front of the car, to push air into the engine bay – it will have to come out the oval engine bay
vents, surely.
Step ten, build a scoop with mouth 600mm wide x 50mm high to sit under the front valance,
tapering back to blow air into the engine bay. Laboriously build one out of fibreglass, but it is too
weak, even with aluminium strengthening pieces. Throw it in the bin.
Step eleven, stand and think with cup of tea and two biscuits, and more bullets.
Step twelve, buy an 1800 x 1200 by 1.6mm sheet aluminium and make a scoop out of same.
Step thirteen, fit new scoop and go for drive. Engine temperature appears to be about 15 degrees
Fahrenheit cooler, and ribbons indicate that air is moving out of the engine compartment vents.
But, the air coming in the battery cover vent is now hot air, and I have to close it off. Blokes on the
MGA forum either want one, or don’t believe it works.
The cabin is definitely cooler, but I have not yet been for a run in 35 degree C heat.
I am hoping I don’t have to buy any more liquorice.
Rob Downie
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SOCIAL REPORT
March saw us heading off on our last daylight saving run. On Saturday the 14th we departed the M4 service centre at Eastern Creek towards Liverpool. As we left the M4 heading down Mamre Rd towards Luddenham the skies looked black. As we approached Luddenham we pulled over to give those who wanted
to a chance to put their roof up.
Things were looking very black ahead. The only diehard was Beryle Taylor in Miss Pretty. No, I’m not putting the roof up she said defiantly. As we neared Wallacia, it pelted down. There were rivers running
across the roads. Those in the Presidential Sprite had the wipers on fast and splashing through the puddles. Fortunately, our Sprites who were battling to see anything survived. Beryle dived under cover at
Wallacia to wait out the storm. It was all over in five minutes. Friends from the Mini club who also stayed
with Beryle said they were overwhelmed by the speed at which a chamois appeared and Miss Pretty and
those in her were wiped dry.
We regrouped and headed off for the run to Liverpool. From Wallacia we headed towards Silverdale, then
Werombi, back past Oran Park for the run down Elizabeth Drive to Harry’s Café de Wheels. There we
were greeted by Jason and Allison Grange in their Sprite. We had a good chat over a variety of pies. Our
friends from the Mini club thought it was a great bunch of people and a good drive. We headed off before
the next storm hit and with the warning that there was a good chance of an RTA inspection of cars in the
local area. Nothing to hide but why take the chance.
Who went? Les Payne & June Weber (AHS), Allison & Jason Grange (AHS), Beryle & Brayden Taylor
(MGM), Barry & Mitchell Taylor (MGB), Matt Barbara (AHS), Paul & Mary Barbara (MGM), Paul & Kerry
Thompson (AHS), Kim, Rob, Angela Eagleton (Lancer) with friend Michelle, Greg Holden gave Avis &
Elise a lift in the Territory. Joining us from the Mini Car Club were John McMechan, Cindy Cook, Rod
Shaw and his daughter Veronica in their Mini’s. A local gent in a Triumph Herald rolled up seeing there
were other open cars in the area.
I’m hoping to organize some drives in future with other car clubs.
Coming Events
3rd April
BBQ at Wendy & Ian Gibbs home for visiting American Sprite / Healey friends. Start at 7.30pm. BYO
drinks. Please bring your Sprite.
Address 89 Box Road , Casula.
RSVP: Wendy 9601 1557, Avis 02 47293726 for catering numbers by 2nd April.
10, 11, 12th April
FOSC races at Bathurst . A chance to see cars just like yours racing around Bathurst . Yes, this is the
Easter weekend and a chance to take your car for a drive for the day or the weekend. You will need to
book your own accommodation. A local club member has offered to host a BBQ for those who are visiting
at Easter. John Anderson and his wife are hosting a BBQ on the Saturday night for our members and their
family / pit crew. So, on Saturday 11th we will meet up at 6.30pm and head out to John’s in convoy. Any
of those heading to Bathurst are welcome. Please let Avis know if your are attending so we can sort out
catering numbers. Please BYOA and a foldup chair etc to sit on. Cost will be $10 per head. Please come
along and enjoy local hospitality.

12
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SOCIAL REPORT, cont.
10th May
Breakfast run to The Cliffhanger overlooking Wollongong . Yes, it’s Mother’s Day. Take this opportunity to
bring your Mum along. Meet at McDonalds at Narellan at 7-7.15AM. Cnr Camden Valley Way and
Narellan Rd. We will be leaving at 7.30AM. We be heading via Campbelltown / Picton Rd. We are due at
the restaurant at 8.30AM for those who want to go straight there from the local area. I need to know numbers to help the restaurant with keeping tables for us and catering. Cost is $16.00 per person. This is for
bacon, eggs, sausages, toast, tea and coffee. RSVP by the 7th May. Avis 02 47 362946.
6, 7, 8th June
This is long weekend. The Queenslanders would like to have a get together and have suggested meeting
halfway. Greg Holden is currently organizing accommodation in the Armidale area. Please would you call
Greg to let him know if you are interested in attending.
The original plan for the long weekend to head to the mid north coast has been rescheduled.
21st June Sprite Drive TBA
19th July
Brass Monkey Run. The annual breakfast run is on again. Leaving M4 Service centre at Eastern Creek
(Westbound) at 6.00AM SHARP heading to Bathurst RSL Club. Tickets must be pre-purchased. I have
ordered 10 tickets to start with and they will be available at social runs and by ringing me. Cost is $16.00
per person (4-12 yr is $10). This is a great run is brisk conditions.
Christmas in July - will advise ASAP when a booking is confirmed.
14, 15, 16th August
Weekend away to the mid North Coast . Allan and Di Bryson have kindly offered to host us for the weekend. We will book accommodation in Tuncurry for those wanting motel rooms. The alternative is camping
at the Bryson’s. The current itinerary is to head north on the Friday afternoon so that we can have a day
out on the Saturday (organised by Allan & Di), a BBQ at the Bryson’s on the Saturday evening with a casual drive home via the old roads on the Sunday. Please let me know if you would like to attend. I will advise cost ASAP on booking the Motel.
23rd August Shannons Display Day at Eastern Creek
13th September Sprite Drive TBA
3, 4, 5th October Long weekend to the Dubbo area with a visit to the zoo. Again please let me know if
you are interested.
Avis
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COMING SOCIAL EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009
MAY

Sunday 10th

Breakfast run to The Cliffhanger overlooking Wollongong . Yes, it’s
Mother’s Day. Take this opportunity to bring your Mum along. Meet
at McDonalds at Narellan at 7-7.15AM. Cnr Camden Valley Way
and Narellan Rd. We will be leaving at 7.30AM. We be heading via
Campbelltown / Picton Rd. We are due at the restaurant at 8.30AM
for those who want to go straight there from the local area. I need to
know numbers to help the restaurant with keeping tables for us and
catering. Cost is $16.00 per person. This is for bacon, eggs,
sausages, toast, tea and coffee. RSVP 7th May. Avis 02 47 362946.

JUNE

Saturday 6, 7, 8th

Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend Run to Armidale The
Queenslanders would like to have a get together and have
suggested meeting halfway. Greg Holden is currently organizing
accommodation in the Armidale area. Please would you call Greg to
let him know if you are interested in attending.

Sunday 21st

Sprite Drive TBA.

JULY

Sunday 19th

Christmas in July
AUGUST

Friday 14,15,
16th

Sunday 23rd
SEPTEMBER Sunday 13th
OCTOBER

3,4,5th Long
Weekend

Brass Monkey Run. The annual breakfast run is on again. Leaving
M4 Service centre at Eastern Creek (Westbound) at 6.00AM
SHARP heading to Bathurst RSL Club. Tickets must be prepurchased. I have ordered 10 tickets to start with and they will be
available at social runs and by ringing me. Cost is $16.00 per
person (4-12 yr is $10). This is a great run is brisk conditions.
To be confirmed before advertising a date.
Weekend away to the mid North Coast . Allan and Di Bryson have
kindly offered to host us for the weekend. We will book
accommodation in Tuncurry for those wanting motel rooms. The
alternative is camping at the Bryson’s. The current itinerary is to
head north on the Friday afternoon so that we can have a day out
on the Saturday (organised by Allan & Di), a BBQ at the Bryson’s on
the Saturday evening with a casual drive home via the old roads on
the Sunday. Please let me know if you would like to attend. I will
advise cost ASAP on booking the Motel.
Shannons Display day at Eastern Creek
Sprite Drive TBA
Sprite Drive to Dubbo. We are looking at arranging a weekend in
the Dubbo area and visiting the Zoo etc. Again expression of
interest would be nice to see if there is enough interest to book
accommodation etc.

NOVEMBER

TBA

DECEMBER

TBA

14

AGM & Club Christmas Party
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COMING COMPETITION EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009
MONTH DATE

PROMOTER

VENUE

EVENT

5
10,11,12
10,11,12
30

Sprite Car Club of Aust
FoSC – Celebration of Motor Sport
SCCSA/HRR Mallala All Historic
HRCC, QLD, Historic Hillclimb

Nirimba
Mount Panorama
Mallala
Mount Cotton

Motokhana
Historic Sports
National Race
Hillclimb

MAY

2,3
3
23
30,31
30,31

HSRCA Co-Driver Feature Historic
Thornleigh Car Club
CSCA/Jaguars Driver’s Club of Aust
Austin-7 Club Historic Motor Festival
CAMS State Championship

Eastern Creek
Nirimba
Eastern Creek
Winton Short
Oran Park

Historics
Motokhana
SuperSprint-R3
Historics
Championship

JUNE

14
14
20,21
20,21
27,28

CSCA/MG Car Club of NSW
Westlakes Auto Club
ARDC Sports Car Carnival
CAMS State Championship
HSRCA Historic

Oran Park GP
Awaba
Eastern Creek
Eastern Creek
Oran Park

SuperSprint-R4
Motokhana
National Race
Championship
Historics

JULY

4,5
25,26
25,26
26

CAMS State Championship
FoSC Winter Invitation
HRCC Annual Historic Queensland
Westlakes Auto Club

Eastern Creek
Oran Park GP
Morgan Park
Awaba

Championship
Historic Sports
Historics
Motokhana

1
2
16
22

CSCA/Austin Healey Owners Club
CSCA/Austin Healey Owners Club
Mini Car Club
Morgan Owners Club of Aust

Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park
Nirimba
Eastern Creek

SuperSprint-R5
All British Meet
Motokhana
SuperSprint-R6

CAMS State Championship
Hills District Car Club
HSRCA Historic
MGCC General Motokhana

Wakefield Park
Nirimba
Wakefield Park

Championship
Motokhana
Historics
Motokhana

Australian Historic Motor Festival

Winton Long

Historics

17
18
25
30,31,1Nov
31, 1Nov

CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners Club
CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners Club
Volkswagen Club
FoSC Spring Invitation
CAMS State Championship

Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park
Nirimba
Wakefield Park
Oran Park

Training Day
SuperSprint-R7
Motokhana
Historic Sports
Championship

7
7
28,29

Sprite Car Club of Aust
VHRR Historic Sandown
HSRCA Historic

Oran Park S
Sandown
Eastern Creek

SuperSprint-R8
Historics
Historics

APRIL

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER 12,13
13
19,20
20
OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

3,4

DECEMBER
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COMPETITION REPORT MARCH 2009
COMPETITION REPORT MARCH 2009
CSCA Round 1 2009 14 March – Oran Park GP circuit
It was back to Oran Park for the March 14 Supersprint this time with another big SCCA entry of
13 compared to 10 in the first round. The other clubs were out in force, too, giving us the fifth
highest number of competitors with the hosts, MG Car Club Newcastle, the biggest on 27.
However, Sprites were the most numerous Marque period open sports cars present with 7 in
this round as in the previous one.
What we lacked in numbers we made up for in enthusiasm as the only club with its club banner
in place.

The much bigger roll up from the other clubs has relegated us from 3rd to 5th place in the clubs
pointscore. (Last month’s report had SCCA at 4th, but the correct placing was 3rd)
2009 CSCA CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
1
CLA
323
2
TSOA
185
3
JDCA
166
4
MGCCN
146
5
SCCA
139
6
MOCA
57
7
MGCC
58
8
AHOC
20
Every competitor enjoyed the event – especially as it was dry and sunny compared to last
round’s rain. First amongst this list was Luke Lukess who missed the first round despite working
on his car much of the night and early morning due to brake problems. Not so this time – Luke’s
brakes must been pretty good as reflected in his time.

16
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COMPETITION REPORT March 2009, cont.
The only mechanical issue I heard reported was Anthony Barbara’s radiator cap failing to retain
pressure and the cooling system’s contents. A new cap was found in someone’s kit and it was
fixed.
Paul Barbara turned up in his Midget with the banner and helped me put it up, but as he had
half his tribe (Anthony and Andrew) running in the event in cars he had put together, he had
other reasons to be there. Andrew’s Sprite (see photo below) was the first Australian Mk3 off the
production line (ex Neil Scott).

SCCA Competitors were Paul Norris (Maxda RX7) 1.24, Paul Orton (Mk2a) 1.30, Robert Byrnes
(Cooper S) 1.33, Ben Armbruster (Skyline) 1.33, John Millhouse (Bugeye) 1.33, Keith Smith
(Midget) 1.34, Luke Lukess (Bugeye with flared light bonnet/Nissan engine) 1.36, David Gordon
(MX5) 1.37, Michael Woodall (Morgan replica) 1.38, Anthony Barbara (Mk2a) 1.42, Andrew
Barbara (Mk3) 1.44, Andrew Woodall (Slotus) 1.46, Warren Lawlor (Mk2a) 1.47.

Keith Smith
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COMPETITION REPORT March 2009, cont.

Warren Lawlor

Luke Lukess

Anthony Barbara

18
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COMPETITION REPORT March 2009, cont.
Racing
Denis Best, Lenham LeMans coupe (MG Midget-based), and Ric Forster, MG Midget, competed
in Historic Sports Car races while Damien Meyer in Greg Prunster’s MG Midget and Glen
Taylor, MGV8 competed in Marque Sportscar races at the FOSC (Festival of Sporting Cars)
summer Invitation Oran Park short circuit event on 24/25 January.
At the HSRCA Wakefield Park event on 7 and 8 February, Dave Lawrence (Austin Healey 100),
Brian Weston (MG Midget) and Ric Forster (MG Midget), competed respectively in regularity
and Group Sb races.
There are stories behind each event these club members competed in, but lack of space and
the author’s lack of knowledge of them means they can’t be told here. Except to note the
exceptional engineering that has gone into Greg Prunster’s Marque Sportscar - from the twin
overhead cam, 8 port head on the A series block to the brakes and suspension there is an
article in each!
I may have missed other SCCA members competing at these or other events – if so please let
me know.
Paul Orton

Damien Meyer in Greg Prunster’s Sid at Sandown. Photo by SD Pics

CAMS NSW Hillclimb Championship 2009
Date
Host Club
Venue
1
Feb 15
SDMA
Fairbairn Park, Canberra
2
Mar 7
BLCC
The Esses, Bathurst
3
Mar 8
BLCC
Mountain Straight, Bathurst
4
Apr 19
KSCC
Mt Cooperabung, Kempsey
5
Jun 7
GSCC
Mountainview, Grafton
6
Aug 2
MGCCN
Ringwood, Raymond Terrace
7
Sep 20
MLMSC
Wootton Way, Bulahdelah
8
Oct 4
MGCCN
King Edward Park, Newcastle
April 2 0 09 Sprite T orqu e
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A PROJECT
Not exactly a Spridget Project, but definitely a project of some note. I have included this article
not just as a space filler, but for the benefit of those neither web connected nor web addicted.

Aesthetic Dream!
Private and free Web-site for Healey hundred enthusiasts Thank you for your messages and your encouragements - Didier Mongin

Posting by Patrick Quinn "december 26-2008 "
Home

AUSTIN-HEALEYS RETURN TO BONNEVILLE
Question concerning this CLUB PRESS RELEASE : click

Photos & comments submitted by Patrick Quinn
Most Austin-Healey owners would be well aware of the heritage that our cars enjoy. We have
read about the successes of the marque in such iconic events as Le Mans, Sebring and the
Liege-Rome-Liege. Many of us would also know of the successes that Donald Healey himself
had on the salt flats of Bonneville from 1953 to 1956.
In what will no doubt be the most exciting event in modern Austin-Healey history, two very special Austin-Healey 100s reconstructed in Australia, are set to return to the Bonneville Salt Flats in
2009.
In 1953 the Donald Healey Motor Company built a special Austin-Healey 100 with the aim of setting both high speed as well as endurance records.

20
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A PROJECT, CONT.
This car, looking not too dissimilar to a standard 100 was driven by Donald Healey himself,
George Eyston, Carroll Shelby, Mort Goodall and Roy Jackson Moore.
The following year they went back, more ambitious than before. Not only did they return with the
more developed Endurance car from the year before, but also a special Streamliner that was
based on a standard chassis, but with its body fitted with an extended nose and tail plus a stabilising fin.
The endurance car went on to bag a whole raft of long-distance records from 200km to 5,000km
and 1 to 24 hours, while the Streamliner, with Donald Healey at the wheel achieved a high of
192.74 mph.
While the two cars were brought back to England, the Streamliner returned to Bonneville in 1956
with further modifications and 100-Six power where it was even more successful.

Both eventually succumbed to the ravages of the salt; however bits and pieces were known to
survive. Decades later Dutch Austin-Healey enthusiast Wiet Huidekoper in a world wide search
located many of these actual parts. Wiet formed a plan together with well known Australian Austin-Healey expert Steve Pike of reconstructing the cars and reliving the events of 1954 on the
Bonneville salt.
Steve is a long term Austin-Healey enthusiast and along with his team at Marsh Classic Restorations has been restoring cars of the marque since the 1970s and enjoys a worldwide reputation
as the expert on the 100S.
With access to Geoff Healey’s personal records and design drawings as well as the historic parts
both cars are nearing completion and the target is to debut the endurance car in March 2009 at
the Historic races at Phillip Island, Australia. The body/chassis of the Streamliner has been completed and from the attached photos looks just stunning. As originally, both cars will have early
versions of the 100S engines.
April 2 0 09 Sprite T orqu e
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A PROJECT cont.

The Endurance car’s highly tuned engine will have an original “angle-faced head” and will be
stopped by an early version of the smaller twin-piston brake callipers that were later developed
for the 100S production racers. As originally the Streamliner will be supercharged and fitted with
a variant of the original David Brown 5-speed gearbox. As the two cars have been reconstructed
around the remains of what has been left, the souls of the 1954 cars have been brought back to
life.
The team behind this most exciting
Austin-Healey venture have set-up a
website so that Austin-Healey enthusiasts around the world can keep across
the events as they occur.
The site address
www.healeysreturntobonneville.com
For media information please contact:
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A PROJECT cont.
The Story So Far!
We thought that our fellow Austin-Healey owners around the world would like to know how this
amazing venture got off the ground and where it was at. So what better way to find out than to
have a chat with Steve Pike who has his sleeves rolled up and with the assistance of his staff at
Marsh Classic Restorations is actually reconstructing recreations of the cars that ran at Bonneville in 1954?
The name of Steve Pike would be familiar to most Austin-Healey owners, but just in case you
have been on another planet for the last few decades a little introduction might be worthwhile.
Like so many of us Steve fell in love with the sensuous curves of the Austin-Healey during the
swinging sixties. It was in a seaside resort town south of Melbourne, Australia when a black and
red 100 went burbling by. A burning passion was ignited and continues to glow to the present
day. It took a couple of years, but with the assistance of fiancée Helen, Steve found himself siting
behind the wheel of a BN2 – the first of many.
At the time Steve was working in the finance industry and during the 1970s found that he was
spending more and more time working on his own cars and shortly the cars of friends. Soon a
hobby was to turn into a business, for in 1980 Steve left the world of figures and started working
full-time on the marque. Steve freely admits that the desire to become involved in the worldwide
Austin-Healey scene, especially in the US was an added incentive.
Some twenty-nine years has gone by and Steve has lost count of the number of Austin-Healeys t
have come and gone. In that time his name has become closely linked not only to the marque,
but specifically to the 100S, so much so that he is now seen worldwide as the expert on the competition sports car built by the Donald Healey Motor Company.

Steve Pike and John Healey inspecting the Streamliner while under construction.
April 2 0 09 Sprite T orqu e
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A PROJECT cont.
Q.
When asked about the ’53 and ’54 cars built for Bonneville, Steve replied.
“Sure like most Healey enthusiasts I knew about the Bonneville attempts in ’53 and ’54, but it never entered my mind that years later that I would have some involvement in going back there and to actually recreate what Donald Healey and his team from Warwick achieved. That was until about 2 ½ years ago
when I was building a replica 100S for Wiet Huidekoper using bits and pieces that he had managed to locate in all parts of the world. Wiet told me about some parts that he had found, that while for a S were
definitely not from a road-going example. Things like a highly unusual differential and a left hand drive
gearbox housing from those special David Brown gearboxes used in the early examples of the 100S. Wiet
originally considered using the parts in a road going car.”
“It took quite a bit of thought until we worked it out that the pieces had come from the 1954 100S prototype SPL227 that was used as the Endurance car in that year and the year before. Then Wiet raised the
idea of reconstructing the 1954 Endurance car incorporating some of the parts. I have always been in for
something interesting and it didn’t take me long to agree. After all the car had long been dismantled at the
Donald Healey Motor Company and as it had so many 100S parts that I was familiar with, it just seemed a
natural.”
Q.
What happened to the original car Steve?
“Remember the original car had been to Bonneville twice and the salt had really done its corrosive best to
destroy it. The records show that five years after Bonneville 1954 it was literally junked, the gearbox returned to David Brown, some parts sold off to an avid Austin-Healey owner in the UK and the rest retained
by the Donald Healey Motor Company.”
“Not long after, word had started to spread and I was contacted by Belgian Bruno Verstraete who expressed an interest in being involved. Bruno has always wanted a 100S, but circumstances had prevented it. It was reassuring when Bruno assumed responsibility at seeing the construction of the Endurance car through to the end.”

24
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TORQUE TRADER
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers,
just email or phone the Editor of Sprite Torque.

THIS MONTH
FOR SALE:
1960 Austin Healey Bugeye Sprite (Gp Sa Race / Road Car) Gp Sa Bugeye Sprite. CAMS Logbook. Body VG condition. Not perfect with normal racecar blemishes. Front hinged steel bonnet. CAMS approved ROPS. New 4.2
LSD. Recon smoothcase gearbox with 1500 internals. Dyno'd 90 BHP Colin Dodds 998. 1.5" SU and extractors.
Minitor (Minilight) wheels. Yoko 048 tyres (2 x brand new). New brake and suspension on all corners. Full SA road
registration. Sparco Sprint seat and suede steering wheel. Willans Harness. Aero screens and full windscreen supplied. Selected spares package.
A solid car with the potential to perform well. I have owned for a year but have had limited chances to use the car. I
am now moving overseas with work and have to sell it on. A significant amount of money has gone into this car with
all the best components in line with Sa regulations. All receipts and paperwork supplied to buyer.
$20,000 ONO but the car has to go, so happy to listen to offers.
Contact details are as listed below.
Paul and Julie McKay h: 08-8389 5139 w: 08-8393 3041 m: 0429 419 144 e: jpmckay@bigpond.com

PREVIOUS MONTHS
FOR SALE:

FOR SALE:

Sprite/Midget car cover, custom made for a perfect fit.
 Breathable non-woven thick fabric to allow moisture &
damp to escape.
 Double stitched seams for strength & long life
 Underbody securing straps with soft silicone fastener
covers
 Elasticated front and rear hems for snug fit
 100% Ultra violet resistant fabric to prevent paint fade
 Good compressibility –takes minimal storage space
Separate sturdy storage bag
$95 + postage and GST
email Colin@SpriteParts.com.au

Steel framed work bench in good condition.
Approximately 2.4m x 1.2 m,
with one cabinet on side.
Asking $100.00
Phone Greg
0418 286 831

HUMOUR
THE ROPE
There were 11 people hanging onto a rope that came down from a helicopter. Ten were men and one
woman.
The rope was starting to fray so they all agreed that one person should let go because if they didn't, the
rope would break and everyone would die.
No one could decide who should go so finally the woman gave a really touching speech, saying how she
would give up her life to save theirs, because women were used to giving up things for their husbands
and children, giving in to men, and that after all, men were the superior sex and must be saved.
When she finished speaking, all the men clapped.

;-)
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THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
INC.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL
MEMBER DETAILS
Are you a new member? If No

Membership Number:

If Yes How did you find out about us?
Full Name
Address
Suburb
Telephone:

State
Home

Postcode

Work

Email

Mob

Occupation

DOUBLE MEMBERSHIPS
Partners Full Name
Partners Membership Number
SPRITE/MIDGET DETAILS
Type of Car

Year

Registration No.
YOUR MOTORING INTERESTS

Colour

Condition of Car
Competition

Social

PAYMENT
My payment is $
Signature

Restoration

By Cash / Cheque
Date

MEMBERSHIP FEES
12 month membership (expires 30th June):

Family
Junior (12-17 yrs)

$60.00
$10.00

Please contact the Membership Secretary to confirm pro-rata subscription to 30th June common expiry date
Please post completed form and cheque to:

S.C.C.A. Membership
PO Box 696
Kingswood NSW 2747

MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT RECEIPT
Receipt No.: ___________
Name: ______________________________________
Amount Received $ ______________

Membership No.: ___________

by cash / cheque

Received with thanks _____________________________ Membership Secretary
The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc.
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Order your Regalia now
0418 286 831 or visit http://spriteclub.com/regalia.html
Mens & Ladies BIZTECH™ Evolution Jacket
Outer : 100% Coated Micro fibre Shell.
Lining: 100% Polyester Mesh + Polyester Taffeta. BIZTECH™
technology .
Waterproof Rating: 1,000mm inner membrane.
Breath ability Rating: 1,000g/m2. Fully seam sealed. Windproof.
Wind flap chin guard with stand up collar. Inside elastic closure for
wind/snow protection. Two-Way front zip with movable sliders. Outer
chest zippered vertical pocket with MP3 Player access from inside.
Concealed underarm zippered air vent. Two flap zippered front
pockets with metal puller. Adjustable Velcro rubber cuff closures.
Open inside right breast pocket, zippered inside left breast pocket.
Zipper access for embroidery

Colour

Black & Graphite

Nautical Blue & Navy

Polo Shirts
Mens & Ladies $35
Scarfs & Hats
$15
Baseball Caps
$20
Moto Shirts
$55
Polar Fleece
$45

Stadium Red & Black

These jackets will have two logos.

THESE JACKETS WILL BE ORDERED AS REQUIRED AND WILL BE A PRE-PAID ITEM.
$100.00 each
(There will be a cut off date for ordering these jackets as we need to order in reasonable numbers to get the best price,
so contact the regalia team immediately).

