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ABN: 62879038-526

Club Patron: John Sprinzel
Committee 2009
President:
Greg Holden
0418 286 831
president@spriteclub.com
Vice President:
Warren Lawlor
0421 783 985
vicepresident@spriteclub.com
Treasurer:
Les Payne
0415 826 650
treasurer@spriteclub.com
Secretary:
Graham Wells
(02) 9654 1344
secretary@spriteclub.com
Membership Secretary:
Annie Lawlor
0416 020 466
membership@spriteclub.com
Social Director: Acting
Greg Holden
0418 286 831
social@spriteclub.com
Magazine Editor:
Ric Forster
0409 225 613
editor@spriteclub.com
Competition Captain:
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The MG Midget at the Australian Motorlife Museum, Kembla Grange, Wollongong. Photo: Brent McDonald
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Greg Strange
Keven Sly
1500 Midget
Greg Coonan

(02) 9982 2293
0414 789 263
0409 326 021
(02) 9909 8607
(02) 9604 2010
(02) 4257 1307

All correspondence (except magazine contributions) to:
S.C.C.A.
P.O. Box 696
Kingswood NSW 2747
Magazine contributions to: editor@spriteclub.com
(Magazine contributions close 20th of each month)
General meetings are held at:
Start time: 7.30pm - Bistro Area)
(2nd Tuesday of each month)

Parramatta RSL
2 Macquarie Street
Parramatta NSW 2150

SCCA Web Site: www.spriteclub.com
SCCA Email list: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/spridgets-aus/
Sprite Torque is available in full colour to all SCCA Members. Go to the SCCA Website,
click on the Members Only link, enter your username and password.

PLEASE NOTE: These are all honorary positions undertaken by private individuals in their
spare time. Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they may prefer to call you
back at a time more convenient to themselves.
The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of
articles, correspondence, opinion or advertisements contained herein.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Well, Bathurst is over and what a day!
Greg Strange had offered to run the 2010 Concourse and had planned
for the 10th October. The spot was picked and preparations were
underway. Greg had wanted to ramp up the Concourse with judging
sheets printed in the mag early with a new venue to herald the next
stage. Mosman was his chosen venue and some heavy discussions
about judging took place.
With all the effort that was put in by both Dianne and Greg it was
unfortunate that a sequence of events slowed the numbers. Two
weeks of solid rain, (enough to bring the whole State out of drought),
the Harbor Bridge was closed to traffic, the Great Race was on along
with various Birthdays and weddings. We only had a small number of
cars and people attend what turned out to be a very nice day.
The winners will be announced at our up coming AGM/Christmas party
in early December.
Speaking of which, we have our AGM in just over a month’s time.
This year we are inviting all to come for a BBQ along with a little Christmas cheer. All you need to bring is some
chairs for bums. (No, not for me, I can bring my own, but for your bums).
Along with Christmas celebrations, our Club Patron, John Sprinzel, is celebrating his 80th birthday this month and we
all wish him a very happy day. So much so that the Scott’s have gone over to America and will celebrate the day
with John. In their luggage on the long flight to Hawaii is a fine bottle of wine and a pair of wine glasses from the
Club.
John, I hope the day was good and the glasses were full. Happy 80th.
The AGM, Ric has listed all the Committee positions in the Club in the magazine this month, and if you are thinking
that you might give it a go, talk to someone. There are a number of positions that people want a break from, and this
gives us an opportunity to get some fresh minds and ideas on the Committee.
So step up, talk to someone, and if you can, copy a form and
put in a nomination.
Cheers for now.
Greg Holden,
President SCCA

I think pushing this car is easier than pushing the Committee!
Photo: David King.
Taken at the 50th Anniversary 2010 Sprite Challenge
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EDITORIAL
Well, my frustrated plea for copy for the magazine seems to have born some fruit with some good articles
and reports from Anthony Barbara, Graham & Joan McDonald, Peter Mohacsi, Keith Smith, and Graham
Wells (well, his was a missed article submitted for last month's issue), and, of course, photos from Dianne
Lawlor and Brent McDonald.
Some of you have submitted articles in PDF format to keep the file small, but this makes it almost
impossible to break up and reformat to fit the MS Publisher page format, which is why there is a lot of
wasted space in those articles. Please submit articles in plain text format with square braces about a
caption where you wish the photos to be put, and attach the photos separately. If the size to send the file
as an attachment is a problem, use the ZIP function to compress it. If you must use MS Word, please set
all the margins to 2.0cm each, and paragraphs to 6 points before, 0 points after, and line spacing to 1sp.
This will save me a lot of time massaging the articles to fit into the magazine' page format. TIA.
With the last issue for the year next on the horizon, I will need even more copy to fill the double month
(December/January) issue for the Xmas/New Year break. So please keep them coming. I have spent an
inordinate amount of time extracting the data from NATSOFT web pages in PDF format of the SCCA
Supersprint, splitting and re-tabling it into a suitable format so that it will be accepted by MS Publisher. I
have probably spent more time on those pages than putting the rest of this magazine together... which is
why it is still not finished and inserted into this issue. Sorry about that, but I do have a life... and racing...
sometime, I think!
On the racing front, Peter Mohacsi has sent an interesting accolade about the Astor Hotels Meeting at
Wakefield Park run by themselves. I vaguely remember seeing some entry info some time ago, but it
either arrived too late, or didn't register sufficiently to realise that it should have gone into the Competition
Calendar. Next time. Keith Smith also sent in a report of the Triumph Training Day and the following
Triumph Supersprint meeting Round 6. It was either very wet or horizontally snowing, so I imagine
conditions were somewhat challenging except for radiators. With it being one of the windiest places in
NSW and the subsequent chill factor, antifreeze for the radiators would have been essential overnight,
something race car owners rarely have to worry about, let alone freezing up themselves.
My newly refurbished race clutch is working well, however the increased clamping force of the pressure
plate is exacting its toll upon the actuating fork fulcrum bearing, the bronze sleeve already being
compressed and allowing the fork to noisily rattle around on light pedal pressure after one meeting. I'm
hoping that it will last for the next race meeting at Eastern Creek, before once again lifting out the engine
and modifying the front gearbox housing and actuator bearing assembly to eliminate the cause of this
movement. It's only money, but it should remove the problem forever, and of course, the other spare
gearbox also needs the same modification.
Spending budget upon upgrades to make the car more reliable, that is, less prone to breakdowns is my
next highest priority after maintenance and safety matters, before improving the handling and brakes, and
power and performance improvements which are the most expensive come last. I never thought that
historic racing would be as cheap as some make out, but to not have the car continue to run after entry,
transport and accommodation expenses have been forked out, is most disappointing, let alone an
unacceptable waste of the effort and money to get there. Especially at the cost for the HSRCA Tasman
meeting next up. But, hey! Excrementum contingerat! Undoubtedly some learned member will correct my
atrocious Latin.
See you there, or at the Club Run to NanTien Temple, or
the AGM/Xmas Party.
Happy Spridgeting.
Ric Forster
Ed

Photo: Avis Fowler
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NOTICES
CHRISTMAS BARBECUE
All members & families are invited to our Christmas barbecue
on Sunday, December 5th. Not the 12th as previously advised.
Where: 6 Annangrove Road, Kenthurst
Time: 12.00-12.30 p.m. start followed by the AGM at 3.00 p.m.
The Club will be supplying food & drinks.
We have some chairs available, but if you have a folding chair then bring it along.

ERRATA
The Sprite Run to Nan Tien Temple is on Friday 19 November, NOT Friday 24th.
The AGM is now on Sunday 5th December, NOT Friday or the 12th as was shown in the Calendar.

NEW MEMBERS
No new members this month
To the new members, welcome, and hopefully you will get as much out of the Club as you put in.
(Note this Editor’s subtle hint to solicit more articles). ;-)
Articles are preferred to be submitted in plain text or MS Word2003.doc format, and photos, either as 150
x 100 mm prints which I can scan and return to you, or as JPEG files of 150 dpi, or between 448 x 336
pixels up to1024 x 768 pixels, or a file size from 250KB up to 1.5MB max. Of course, later versions of MS
Word can be read, and higher resolutions can be handled, but these conversions all take time.
Editor’s Note: Please be aware that this Editor reserves the right to adjust the scope and formatting of correspondence and articles submitted for publication for the sake of brevity, space, and readability, and correct obvious spelling and grammatical inconsistencies, punctuation, and construction without, hopefully,
altering or detracting from the intent of the writer of the submissions. Mostly, MS Word does it for him! Ed

ATTENTION: Members are advised that due to the time taken to compile and publish the
magazine, and the subsequent delays with mounting it upon the web and the printing and
posting of the hard copy, that they should frequently log onto the Club’s website at
<www.spriteclub.com> and check the Events and Members Only areas, and the 2012
Sprite National Challenge website <www.spritechallenge.com> for the latest news and details of the coming events.

Sprite Torque ADVERTISING RATES
Attention, can your business prosper by advertising in Sprite Torque?
If so, then the following rates now apply.
Half page Black and White only $195.00 per annum
Full page Black and White only $300.00 per annum
As well as an advertisement in the printed magazine, you also will receive the same size advert,
as supplied, in colour in our electronic magazine as well as on our website.
November 2010 Sprite Torque
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NOTICES
Run to Everglades House at Leura
Sunday, 7th November
Meet: Clarendon Park, opposite RAAF Base Richmond Start Time: 10am for a 10:30 departure
Everglades House entrance fees are: Adult: $8.00; Concession: $6.00; Child: $4.00
Lunch: Either bring a picnic and sit under the trees or the cafe will be open.
The cafe does the following for lunch:
Vegetable Quiche or Roast Chicken with Garden Salad. Tea / Coffee and cake $17.50
Assorted Sandwiches ( 6 Quarters) with Tea / Coffee and cake $14.00
Assorted Sandwiches ( 4 Quarters) with Tea / Coffee and cake $12.00
We need to know your preference for lunch by 1st November so we can let the
Cafe at Everglades House know. If you miss the Nov 1st deadline, the Cafe
will not have catered for you and you will need to supply your own lunch.
Contact: Ross Reichardt 02-9980-6843 / 0410-504-931 /
drptreichardt@optusnet.com.au

SPECIALS

The SCCA 50th Anniversary lapel pin.
Limited number available.
8 dollars each plus postage
Contact: The President, Greg Holden
on 0418 286 831 to order.
I may have some with me on runs.
Image not to real size.
Approx 15 x 25 mm.
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NOTICES

Sprite Car Club of Australia Incorporated.

PO Box 696 Kingswood. NSW 2747

AGENDA SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
INCORPORATED – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
DATE: Sunday December 19th, 2010, 3.00p.m.
PLACE: 6 Annangrove Rd. Kenthurst NSW
1.

Opening (Greg Holden)
Apologies
2.
Minutes of previous meeting (Graham Wells)
3.
Business arising from minutes
4.
Treasurer’s Report (Les Payne)
5.
President’s Report (Greg Holden)
6.
Election of Officers 2011 President
- Vice President
- Secretary
- Treasurer
- Club Captain
- Membership Secretary
- Editor
- Social Director
- Regalia
- CAMS Delegate
- CSCA Delegate
- General Committee
7.
General Business
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Nomination for 2011 SCCA Committee
I wish to nominate for the position of:……………………………………..
Name ………………………..

Signature……………………. Member No……….

Nominated by…………………… Signature……………………

Member No…………

Seconded by……………………… Signature…………………… Member No………….
Nominations must be completed & presented to the secretary 7 days prior to the AGM.
All parties must be financial members of SCCA.

November 2010 Sprite Torque

7

NOTICES, cont.

How can you help make the Sprite Car Club
valued by its members?
The administration of the Sprite Car Club is maintained by a volunteer committee of members. Committee roles
will be decided at the 5th December Annual General Meeting (AGM)
PRESIDENT- Easily the most prominent position, the President chairs Club meetings, co-ordinates the work of the
Committee as a whole and acts in a statesman capacity from time to time.
VICE PRESIDENT- May be called upon to chair the meetings should the President not be available.
TREASURER -Looks after the Club's financial matters and ensures that any club expenditure does not exceed its
income, most of the Club's income being derived from membership renewals.
SECRETARY - performs the majority of the Club's administrative work, taking care of incoming and out going
correspondence, preparing Minutes of our club meetings etc.., you get to meet and speak to a lot of interesting people.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY - maintains records of our Club’s members and membership. As this position is usually the
first point of contact for new members, you get to meet and speak to a lot of interesting people.
SOCIAL SECRETARY - co-ordinates the Club’s social events. The Social Secretary often relies on members to
suggest suitable outings and assist with their organisation.
MAGAZINE EDITOR - the Editor/s produce the Club magazine 11 times a year. In doing so the editor/s often
stumbles across a lot of interesting and fascinating information.
LIBRARIAN (appointed by Committee)- maintains the Club's collection of books and magazines which contain vast
amounts of fascinating information. The Librarian also administers a book loan scheme.
REGISTRAR & CLUB PLATES (appointed by committee) - maintains historical records about the Club members cars.
The Club Registrar also administers the Club Plate scheme.
CLUB CAPTAIN - co-ordinates the Clubs involvement in motorsport events.
CSCA DELEGATE - represents our Club at meetings of the "Combined Sports Car Association" of which the Sprite
Car Club is an affiliate member.
CAMS DELEGATE - represents our club at meetings of the "Confederation of Australian Motor Sports" of which the
Sprite Car Club is a member .
CLUB REGALIA -This Committee position maintains the Club's regalia stocks, and the purchase and investigation of
new regalia.
GENERAL COMMITTEE -A number of general Committee positions exist to assist the other Committee members and
for any other odd tasks that crop up from time to time. These positions are ideal for anyone contemplating taking on a
committee position as it gives them valuable exposure to how the Committee operates.
MARQUE MENTORS (appointed by Committee)- These positions are held by enthusiasts of a particular marque or
model of Sprite or Midget. These individuals are available to assist other members with any queries about their
particular model. The Marque Mentors are not necessarily experts on all topics, but can provide pointers.
WEB SITE & EMAIL (appointed by Committee)- One of the most exciting positions involving the upkeep and update
of the Club's Internet site and email discussion list.
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SOCIAL REPORT
Shannons Display Day, August 23rd
About 20 SCCA members went along to support our representative, Rob & Sharon Allen’s
Mark1, in the Shannons Display Day Show & Shine Concourse. The little green Bug-eye kept up the
Spridget’s tradition in this event & was placed second in the 1951-1960 group. This is a very competitive
event & a placing is a great achievement. The weather was perfect & with something like 1800 cars on
display, there was plenty to look at.
Those present on the day were Graham Wells, Rob & Sharon Allen, Paul & Kerry Thompson,
Wayne Griffiths, Barry Cockayne, Paul Barbara, Greg Holden, Bob Olde, Graham Coffill, Brendan Wagner, Greg Strange, Diane Lawlor, Neil Scott, Bruce Pearce, Wil Brown and a few others whose names I
did not record.
This event has grown to the point where all the cars no longer fit into the pit/skid pan area. As we
were late getting our entry in we ended up in area D along with a number of other clubs behind the grandstand. This is a bit isolated from the centre of activities & does not give us as much public display. In future we need to get in early and ask to be placed in areas B or C.
Graham Wells

All British Display Day, August 29th.
Once again the weather was perfect for this day at the Kings School Oval. This event has grown in
numbers with about 800 cars on display. The quality of vehicles at this display is amazing. Where else
can you see a line up of pristine English vehicles like Bristols, TVRs, Lotus (or is it Loti) & Aston Martins.
When you walk around you realise how many English makes have disappeared over the last 50 or so
years. Some of the clubs like Triumph, Bentley, Rolls Royce & Jaguar put up big displays. Even the CMF
was present with vehicles like Austin Champs & Ferret scout cars.
We had a good line up of 13 or14 cars which attracted quite a bit of attention. Bob Kerslake’s Supercharged Midget with matching trailer certainly stood out and gained plenty of attention. This is probably
the first time we have had three blown Spridgets together in a display. It was good to see a few new
faces.
Present on the day were Graham Wells, Rob & Sharon Allen, Barry Cockayne, Ron Farlow, Wil
Brown, Paul Barbara, Ross Reichardt, Bob Olde, Graham Coffill, Bob Kerslake, Colin Dodds, John
Needs, Brendan Wagner. Apologies if I missed anyone.
This is a good event to publicise the Club and we should ensure we book in early, get a good spot,
present some nice cars and have our banners and flags out.
Graham Wells
November 2010 Sprite Torque
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SOCIAL REPORT
Social Drive to the Australian Motorlife Museum, Kembla Grange, Wollongong,
Sunday 24th October.
It was a very damp drive to the start at Picton. We had planned to bring our son Brent along as the
museum sounded quite interesting, so the MGB stayed home. Perhaps, not surprisingly, there was not a
spridget in sight for the commencement of the drive. On the other hand it was surprising to see several
mini's out in the weather especially without the famed plastic sheet over the grill, and the EH and HQ
Holden courtesy of the Barber's extended family should also be mentioned for braving the elements.
The drive to the Motorlife Museum at Kembla Grange was via Mt Kiera, and Ric commented that this part
of the drive would be a great Sprite drive in reverse should be taken into account for inclusion in a run
next year. When we arrived at the museum, Les Bryant's red bugeye was proudly sitting in the car park
with the new website bumper sticker proudly displayed on the rear of the car. Well done Les. After the
damp start and run, morning tea was most welcome. The Museum has a large dining area and we all sat
around enjoying scones, cream and jam and each other's company.
The Museum has a great display of cars, caravans, motorbikes and light trucks from the early 1900's to
the 1960's and included in the current display were an MG Midget, Morris 1100 and Mini Cooper S. There
are many tools and items associated with garages to be found there and most of us could say we had
used, if not possessed, or had seen at least some of these items in our youth. The Museum's assistants
were quite knowledgeable and willingly provided an abundance of information about the exhibits.
I found most interesting the collection of gramophones and the radios; some car radios, some portable
and some mains operated. I found myself relating these to stories I had heard about my father's youth.
Dad grew up around Murwillumbah and his father operated a radio repair shop. Back in the 1930's many
people in the country did not have mains or generator electricity and so radios were battery operated.
Dad would have to travel out to the farms and pick up their flat or faulty lead-acid battery and take it back
to be re-charged or, yes, even repaired. Back then collapsed lead plates in cells would be replaced
individually, today it is cheaper to scrap the whole battery and manufacture a new one. So much for
ecology.
It was intended for a barbecue to be held after the museum tour but due to the rain, those willing to forego
the warmth of a local pub opted to bring cold foods. There are excellent picnic facilities in the park next to
the museum, and we were lucky to have the large covered picnic area to ourselves. In a surprise
guesture, a makeshift paper taper instead of candle was lit on some marble cake and the group all broke
out in a chorus of `Happy Birthday'. My wife was quite surprised and most appreciative when it was her
name sung out. She had turned 60 earlier this month. After lunch we all said our goodbyes and headed
off home anticipating our next run and hopefully dryer weather.
PS: Don't be afraid to come along in your regular car if you think your spridget is not up to the trip. I can
assure you we all had a better day out than watching Mark Webber in his Formula One, or the V8
supercar race.
Graham & Joan McDonald
SCCA members attending were:
Paul and Mary Barbara, Michael Mifsud, Victor and Jane Mifsud, Greg Holden, Avis Fowler, Elise
Manewell, Graham, Joan and Brent McDonald, Paul and Gillian Orton, John and Jackie Millhouse, Alan
and Annamieke Edwards, Les Bryant, Ric Forster and Jean Haavasalu, and the organisers, Keith and
Juliet.
Editor's note: We certainly did have a better day than Mark Webber. Unfortunately for him, the foul
weather in Korea also took him out in a spectacular crash as we saw in the delayed race, after we got
home. I believe that the V8 Supercars also had a demolition derby at their start, too.
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SOCIAL REPORT, cont.

At the Australian Motorlife Museum

November 2010 Sprite Torque
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COMING SOCIAL EVENTS/CALENDAR 2010
MONTH

DAY/DATE

EVENT

NOVEMBER

Sun 7th

Run to Everglades House at Leura
Meet at: Clarendon Park, opposite RAAF Base Richmond
Start Time: 10am for a 10:30 departure
Lunch: RSVP essential by 1st November for catering by Café at Everglades House. See notice on page 6.
Everglades House entrance fees are:
Adult: $8.00; Concession: $6.00; Child: $4.00
Contact: Ross Reichardt 02-9980-6843 / 0410-504-931 /
drptreichardt@optusnet.com.au

Fri 19th

Nan Tien Temple.
Meet at: Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli at 9:30am (Depart at 10:00)
Contact: Keith Smith m: 0418 627 889

Sun 5th

Christmas BBQ at 6 Annangrove Road, Kenthurst at 12.30—2.30 pm
before the Club’s AGM at 3:00pm.

JANUARY

Sat 15th

Fish and Chip Run
Start: 2pm for 2:30pm departure
Meet: 271 New Line Road, Dural (Dural Hotel)
Finish: Fisherman's Wharf, Woy Woy

FEBRUARY

TBA

Catalina Park at Katoomba.

DECEMBER

2011

TBC: Event date and details “To Be Confirmed”.
Until a Social Secretary is appointed, the Club would appreciate volunteers to undertake organisation of a Sprite Run,
hopefully to new and interesting places that they have found that may interest other members.

HUMOUR
Some jokes with an automotive theme from The Top50 Jokes surveyed:
43. You see my next-door neighbour worships exhaust pipes, he's a catholic converter.
37. ‘I swear, the other day I bought a packet of peanuts, and on the packet it said "may contain nuts."
Well, YES! That's what I bought the buggers for! You'd be annoyed if you opened it and a socket set fell
out!"‘
21. 'A jump-lead walks into a bar. The barman says "I'll serve you, but don't start anything" '
10. 'A man walks into a bar with a roll of tarmac under his arm and says: "Pint please, and one for the
road." '
6. Police arrested two kids yesterday, one was drinking battery acid, the other was eating fireworks. They
charged one - and let the other one off.

12
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COMING COMPETITION EVENTS/CALENDAR 2010
PROMOTER

VENUE

EVENT

VHRR Historic Sandown

Sandown, Vic

All Historic

25-28

HSRCA Historic Tasman Meeting

Eastern Creek

All Historic

19

CSCA/CLA Club Lotus

Wakefield Park

Supersprint R1

25-27

HSRCA All Historic, Summer

Wakefield Park

All Historic

MARCH

18-20

VHRR Historic Phillip Island

Phillip Island

Historic Sports

APRIL

22-24

FoSC Easter Invitation TBC

Eastern Creek

Historic

CSCA/JDCA Jaguar Drivers’ Club of Aus

Eastern Creek

Supersprint R2

18-19

Austin 7 Club 35th Historic Winton

Winton Short

Historic

25

CSCA/AHOC Austin-Healey Owners’ Club of Aus

Wakefield Park

Supersprint R3

24-26

HSRCA All Historic, Winter

Eastern Creek

All Historic

CSCA/SCCA Sprite Car Club of Aus

Eastern Creek

Supersprint R4

20

CSCA/MOCA Morgan Owners’ Club of Aus

Eastern Creek

Supersprint R5

SEPTEMBER

23-25

HSRCA All Historic, Spring

Wakefield Park

All Historic

OCTOBER

15

CSCA/TSOA Triumph Sports Owners’ Assoc

Wakefield Park

Training Day

16

CSCA/TOCA Triumph Sports Owners’ Assoc

Wakefield Park

Supersprint R6

25-27

HSRCA All Historic, Spring

Eastern Creek

All Historic

TBA

CSCA/MG (MGCC-MGNC)

TBA

Supersprint R7

MONTH

DATE

NOVEMBER

6-7

2011
JANUARY
FEBRUARY

MAY

1

JUNE

JULY
AUGUST

7

NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

TBA

Please check the promoters’ websites for the latest up-to-date information:
ARDC:

www.ardc.com.au/

Austin7Club:
CAMS:
CSCA:
FoSC:
GEAR:
HRCC:
HSRCA:
VHRR:

www.austin7club.org/
www.cams.com.au/
www.csca.com.au/
www.fosc.com.au

www.goldenerahistoric.com/index.html
www.hrcc.org.au/
www.tasmanrevival.com/
www.vhrr.com/

November 2010 Sprite Torque
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COMPETITION REPORT October 2010

Some shots from our recent Supersprint rounds
We need more competitors

14
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COMPETITION REPORT October 2010, cont.
Race Report
The Astor Hotel Spring Racing Carnival
Wakefield Park Friday the 15th October, 2010
This has to be the best value club motor sport. Anyone doing super-sprints or Regularity
needs to consider this for future participation. The event is held during the week, Friday in
this case. It is open to all car clubs and enthusiasts. The format is simple. Fun, maximum
track time and more fun!
Drivers briefing is at 9.00 am, then there are two 10 minute practice sessions. The second
one is timed for grid positions. There are three races, one 6 lapper and two of 8 laps. It
seemed that I had enough time to have a drink of water and add petrol to the car between
events. It is all over by 3.30 pm when there is an informal prize giving.
I think this is excellent value at $195 for the day for about 35 laps of Wakefield. At a super
sprint you might get 5 runs if you are lucky, which is about 25 laps and there is usually a
long wait between sessions!
The best part is that at the Astor Carnival you are actually racing! If you don’t have a race
licence, don’t worry. Wakefield will issue one if you can prove that you have competed in
three recent super sprints, or if you come the day before the event you can do an
observed driver test and have your Wakefield club licence upgraded.
I was the only marque sports car on this day and I had to run with the group N cars. The
organizers would love to be able to put on a sports car only race. How much fun would it
be if it was all Spridgets!
Rules are as for Regularity, except you have a full race start. That is one of the best parts
of racing. A real adrenalin rush!
The whole event is run by five Wakefield staff and of course there are two medics and an
ambulance. The staff man the dummy grid, the start line, timing, all flag points and
rescue/recovery vehicles. Flag signals are the latest electronic remote type. Very user
friendly.
The best part is that none of the ‘bovine excrement’ that is often associated with club and
historic motor sport is present. As long as your car passes safety scrutineering and you
drive safely you will have no problems, remember safety and fun are the aim of these
days. Scrutineering is great; they come to you in your garage and check your car. None of
this lining up in the rain in a long queue and then having some over zealous official upset
you before you have even got to the track.
If you are a keen club motor sporter and can get a day off during the week I can not
recommend highly enough the excellent time you will have with like minded petrol heads,
from clubs and groups you will not otherwise meet.
This is an event that ALL motor sport car clubs should get behind and support. You will all
rave about it, like me.
Cheers Peter Mohacsi
Wakefield Park Raceway, Mathew Ronk 4822 2811 or Tony Cavanagh on 2822 7186
November 2010 Sprite Torque
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SCCA CONCOURSE REPORT October 2010
Sprite Concourse, Headland Park, Mosman, Sunday 10th October, 2010.
In honouring the rule that the last to show up at a SCCA event must write the article, here we go.
10‐10‐10. Perfect day to have a club concourse in a perfect location in Mosman over‐looking the perfect harbour. But
not a perfect start.
We did arrive very late to the Concourse (myself and brother Andy), although we did make an early start. Before
leaving from sunny Smithfield, my Mum and Dad arrived at my house in their black MG Midget with the roof UP. I
was sporting a raincoat and thought that the MK3 could outrun the rain, so I left the roof in the boot. I got as far as
Merrylands, stopping to put the roof up. I thought, bugger this, so I turned around and went home. Hearing that it
was nice and sunny in Mosman, we headed back into town.
On arrival there was a nice trio of Bug eyes, a mixture of Mk2 & Mk3 Sprites and Midgets. A modest turn out
considering that it was raining in the morning and that Bathurst 1000 would have anchored a few bottoms to the
couch.
Judging was well underway when I arrived. Event organiser Greg Strange looked to have all the troops under control
gazing over all the cars in great detail. Greg and all the volunteers on the day did a great job in organising the event.
My favourite of the day would have to be Colin’s Supercharged Sprite.
Considering how the day started, it turned out to be quite a nice day after all.
Cheers
Ant Barbara

Judging underway.
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 12th October, 2010
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.37 pm
Present: Committee Members: G Holden, G Wells, P Barbara, C Dodds, G Strange, B Cockayne, R
Reichardt.
Members: J Needs.
Apologies:

L Holden, A Fowler, L Payne, J Buchanan, A Lawlor, W Lawlor.

Minutes of Previous Meeting: Moved accepted by B Cockayne, sec. C Dodds. Carried.
Business Arising: None other than items discussed later in the agenda.
Treasurer’s Report: Les Payne reported email to Secretary.
General Account:
Opening balance
Deposits
$849.00
Payments
$2,667.40
Closing balance
Savings account:
Opening balance
Closing balance
Business transaction account:
Opening balance
Deposits
$2,917.50
Payments
$1,771.96
Closing balance
Total funds:

$19,958.22

$18,139.82
$1,100.86
$1,100.86
$7,452.54

$8,598.08
$27,838.76

Treasurer’s report moved accepted G Wells, sec. B Cockayne - Carried.
Secretary’s Report: G.Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
-CAMS Club Forums, Voting for 2011 NSW State Council
- Lumley Insurance re sponsorship
- Brochures: BEE Printing, TAFE, Creswick Woollen Mills, Lumley Insurance
- Magazines: T Read, Goblins Gazette, Mascot, Depender, Mini Car club
Outgoing:
- Lumley Insurance re sponsorship of Concourse & advertising in Sprite Torque.
Social Drives:
Coming events are all listed in Sprite Torque & on website. Next runs are:
- October 22nd Mt Annan Botanic Gardens
- October 24th Motorlife Museum
- November 7th Everglades House, Leura.
- November 24th Nan Tien Temple
- December 5th Christmas Party & AGM.
AGM. G Wells reported need to change date to December 5th at 3 p.m. Christmas BBQ beforehand
12.30pm. After discussion it was decided that the Club will supply food & drinks. GW will send note re
date change, agenda & call for nominations to R Forster to go into November Sprite Torque.
Competition:
- Next event is Triumph Training Day & Supersprint at Wakefield on 16-17th October.
- G Holden reported only available date at Eastern Creek for Sprite round of CSCA is
7th August 2011. This looks OK, so we will book it. Track hire is $12,900 plus GST.

November 2010 Sprite Torque
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT, cont.
CAMS: Barry Cockayne reported.
- Club Forum. G Wells & B Cockayne to attend 27th October.
- Ballot form for NSW Council filled in at meeting & GW will mail to CAMS.
Sprite Torque: Ric Forster absent. October edition went out on time.
Technical Meetings: Nothing to report.
Membership: Annie Lawlor absent. G Holden advised letters were sent out to all non-financial members.
Club Constitution & Rules: Barry Cockayne advised that he has a rough draft of the constitution & the
meeting rules will follow on from that.
The Committee then discussed the format of our monthly meeting. Is it a committee meeting or a
general meeting? Fair Trading rules say we must hold committee meetings & an annual general meeting.
C Dodds suggested we just call it our monthly meeting & only committee members vote. G Holden
made similar comments.
All present agreed that we have a monthly meeting & all that club members are welcome to attend
& are free to comment on agenda items but only committee members present are entitled to vote. This
should be noted at the start of the meeting.
Regalia: Greg Holden reported.
- He has no lapel pins left.
- We still have a few Sprite 50th badges available
- We have stocks of T shirts, caps, bucket hats, polo shirts. Suggested we have a sale at the AGM.
- Trying to set up regalia on line for next year.
Web-site: Warren Lawlor absent. Ross Reichardt advised he is working with Warren on a new web design. He showed a prototype & all present agreed he should proceed.
General Business:
- Petrol tank stickers. G Holden gave out some of the new www.spriteclub.com fuel tank stickers. These
are available free to members on request.
- G Holden advised that the Queensland club are organising a joint run to Armidale during the June long
weekend next year. More details to follow.
- G Holden suggested we hold a club social function such as a harbour cruise in March or April next year.
The function could be subsidised by the Club.
Concourse:
- G Strange reported the Concourse went well despite the poor entry of only 9 cars. Those who attended
thought the venue was very good & we had a lot of public interest in the cars.
- G Holden commented that there was some comments on the judging criteria printed in Sprite Torque &
that we need to refine them for next year. G Strange suggested we have a meeting of interested members
to review the criteria & formalise them for future events.
- It was suggested by a number of members that we consider holding it at All British Day next year. G
Strange said he preferred a stand alone event.
- C Dodds asked who in the Club wants to exhibit at a “Concourse”. Why not have a Display Day and only
those who want to have their car judged enter in the concourse.
If it was held at All British Day we get a bigger audience and we make it a social day.
Colin volunteered to get a copy of the concourse rules used by the U.S. Sprite group.
Tasman Revival:
G Strange tabled a document from Lotus Australia promoting a reduced entry cost available to clubs who
pre-buy tickets for the Tasman Revival meeting at the end of November. The cost is $20 per person. It is
too late to get this into Sprite Torque & get members interest by the closing date. Greg is going to followup.
Meeting closed at 9.05 pm.
Next General Meeting: Tuesday, November 9th, 2010; Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell &
Macquarie Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 pm.
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Bob Rowntree Automotive
Sprite, Midget,
MGB, MGA

Creek Corner Warwick Farm 1967

MVRIC licensed. IAME No 92429
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Bringing you 40 years of Sprite
Service specialising in
• Precision engine building
• Gearbox overhauls
• Suspension rectification
• Front frame strengthening
• Diff housing rebuilding
• SU carb rebuilding
• Engine tuning
• Motorsport preparation
2 Kathleen Place, Thirlmere NSW 2572
Ph - 4683 0618, Mob - 0402 216 149
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THE BUGEYE BARN
AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE & MG MIDGET SPECIALISTS “Talk to someone who cares”
NEW PARTS FOR ALL MODELS
MECHANICAL – BODY – TRIM – ELECTRICAL – BADGES – GLASS & CHROME – SOFTOPS – RUBBER

RECONDITIONED SERVICES
WISHBONES – DAMPERS – CARBURETTORS – GEARBOXES – GAUGES – ENGINES

USED PARTS
CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGE OF SERVICEABLE USED ITEMS
SPECIALISING IN HARD TO GET BITS – WE SOURCE WORLD WIDE

REPAIRS
ANYTHING FROM A HEADLIGHT GLOBE TO A FULL RESTORATION

COMPETITION AND PERFORMANCE
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESS IN HISTORIC RACING AND TARGA STYLE
RALLIES. THE PARTS WE USE ARE THE ONES WE SELL.
AUSTRALIA WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE
Ask for our FREE CATALOGUE

TONY BENNETTO
PO BOX 47
UPPER FERNTREE GULLY 3156
Phone: 03 9758 8669 (& keep trying)
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MG Midget at the Australian Motorlife Museum, Kembla Grange, Wollongong. Photo: Brent McDonald
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TORQUE TRADER
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers, just email or phone the Editor of Sprite Torque
Please let the Editor know when you Sale Item(s) have been sold or withdrawn.

THIS MONTH

PREVIOUS MONTH
FOR SALE
1971 MG Midget Mark 4 S/N: YGAN5-883, Lady owner for last 22 years, 1275cc, 4 speed, lots of restoration done, no rust, near new paint job in 2-pak, new carpeting, drives well and can get a roadworthy
Certificate. Car had been driven everyday until a new car was given... selling only because I cannot afford two Rego's and Insurances. Registered in Qld until December 2010.
Selling Price $8000.00
Contact: Samantha
0404 929 330 or
email: sambuccasam@hotmail.com

FOR SALE
Sprite/Midget 13" x 4" Dunlop wire wheels
$1500 per set retail price
$1400 per set usual discount price
From now until end October, or until stocks are exhausted:
$1200 per set of four
That's cheaper than getting yours re-spoked, and you have the advantage or new internal splines and
rims that run true. And you have four wheels to sell on eBay!
All prices plus approx $10 per wheel freight (depends where you live) and 10% GST.
Contact: Colin@SpriteParts.com.au

FOR SALE
Almost a year ago, we had a special on Minator mag wheels.
They sold out quickly, and we have been without wheels since that time.
Well a new shipment has arrived after many delays, broken promises of delivery dates, etc, etc.
These wheels are 13" x 5", with 4" four-bolt stud pattern, and fit: Austin Healey Sprite; MG Midget; Austin A30; Morris Minor;
Morris Major; Austin Lancer; Wolseley 1500; Riley; Hillman Imp; and HB Torana.
The wheels are UK made, and superior in design to many others available. They have a nice fillet where the back of the spokes
meet the rim. Locally manufactured wheels have a 90° corner - not good engineering practice. The wheels are 5" wide - the
maximum permissible for Sprites and Midgets.
Special price to Club members: $195 each plus shipping and GST. A set of four lock nuts is also available at $20.
These wheels retail at $247.50 each plus GST, and that doesn't include wheel nuts or badge.
They're listed on eBay at $230 each. If you want a set, contact me fast.
Please consider a 5th wheel as a spare, for when you damage one of the others. When you do have that unfortunate incident, I
might be out of stock again and you might not be able to buy another wheel to match!
Contact: Colin@SpriteParts.com.au
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Order your Regalia now
0418 286 831 or visit http://spriteclub.com/regalia.html
Mens & Ladies BIZTECH™ Evolution Jacket
Outer : 100% Coated Micro fibre Shell.
Lining: 100% Polyester Mesh + Polyester Taffeta. BIZTECH™
technology .
Waterproof Rating: 1,000mm inner membrane.
Breath ability Rating: 1,000g/m2. Fully seam sealed. Windproof.
Wind flap chin guard with stand up collar. Inside elastic closure for
wind/snow protection. Two-Way front zip with movable sliders. Outer
chest zippered vertical pocket with MP3 Player access from inside.
Concealed underarm zippered air vent. Two flap zippered front
pockets with metal puller. Adjustable Velcro rubber cuff closures.
Open inside right breast pocket, zippered inside left breast pocket.
Zipper access for embroidery

Colour

Black & Graphite

Nautical Blue & Navy

Polo Shirts
$50
Mens & Ladies $35
Scarfs & Hats $15
Baseball Caps $20
Moto Shirts
$55
Polar Fleece
$45

Stadium Red & Black

These jackets will have two logos. 2008 Sprite Jubilee (pocket) and SCCA Logo (right arm).

THESE JACKETS WILL BE ORDERED AS REQUIRED AND WILL BE A PRE-PAID ITEM.
$120.00 each
(There will be a cut off date for ordering these jackets as we need to order in reasonable numbers to get the best price,
so contact the regalia team immediately).

CAPTION CORNER: If you can think of a better one, send it in. Best one received before the next publication deadline will
receive a quality A4 colour print of their choice of any photo they submit and is published in the current issue. Ed.

MORE? If you want more, Fred, you have to `drive’ over to the other hand.
“I’m a King! Polly wants a Bug’s eye... You’ve got plenty, Colin.“
Photo: Andrew Booth

