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Welcome to the October edition of Sprite Torque.!
Thank you to everyone for sending me your articles
and photographs. It makes my job so much easier.
In this issue, there are some important notices
regarding the Annual General Meeting and election of
your committee members. If you cant attend, a proxy
form is in the magazine for your to fill in and send in.
Remember, It’s your club, have your say.
I’m planning on starting a new section “ In the Shed
with…....”. If you have photographs of your man
cave/shed of seclusion and would like to have them
featured. Please feel free to write me a little
description of your shed and send me some
photographs.
If you have anything to share, please send them to
bron.wray@gmail.com
Stay Spritely
Bron
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PLEASE NOTE: The Committee positions are all honorary and are undertaken by private
individuals in their spare time. Please contact them at sensible times and accept that they

Colin Dodds

may prefer to call you back at a time more convenient for themselves. The Sprite Car Club of
Australia Inc. accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of articles,
correspondenc e, opinions or advertisements contained herein.

President’s Report
As we lead into the Christmas period which is only 10 weeks away we need to think about our upcoming AGM and the
election of the 2019 committee.
We have had a few very nice changes over the last little while.
Carol Dodds has put her hand up to steer the ship for the 2020 celebration of the Sprite Car Club of Australia’s 6oth
Birthday celebrations.
I am sure that next year’s committee and that of the 2020 committee will continue to support her in something that
will take up 18 months of her life.
I think she might have her need her own email address to copy with the loads and pressure of the job at hand.
It brings some new but very skilled hands to a committee and someone who is prepared to make a change and try
some very creative things.
Along with Carol, Bron might be successful in standing as the Editor for 2019, unless someone else mounts a
challenge.
Other than that we would welcome some change along with a rest for some of our committee positions.
That being said, we will have a BBQ Christmas lunch and would welcome as many members as would like to come
along.
Please let me know by the 4 th November for catering purposes on the day.
We would have by now had a very successful run to Colo via 3 Ferries.
We had over 20 cars attend and had a great meal at Colo Riverside Restaurant
We have been very busy at home with a lot going on.
We have decided to re-locate the chickens to stop the little shits digging holes everywhere.
They are like dam ground hogs at present, between them and plovers I am creating a great dislike for birds.
We will banish them to the back corner and this has meant the relocation of several trees that fall on the new fence
line.
Leah suggested moving the fence but I think the trees will be easier.
I also need to build a new chock house and then convert the old one into some more shedding.
This is where last month’s skillion to gable roof came into play. I am glad to report that the new roof section has
mitigated all my water issues.
So with that in mind I also need to move forward with the twin container project.
This will see 12m beams span above and between the two containers and create enough space for a few cars or
tractors or implements or trailers or stationary engines or water carts.
You get the idea, I need more space.
To create the right area I then needed to relocate a tree right in the middle, this was done with great success. Now
one dead tree behind it can see me place a wall to slow down the chance of a fire getting into the shed.
So a wall and a roof, some gates to stop the goats getting in and we would be done.
All in a weekend, haha
I am very pleased to report that Barry’s tractor is a goer and is now being put to work in the front paddock. Its ability
to pull over a 30ft high white gum was outstanding.
I am still pushing ahead with the cheap tractor and the head should go back on very soon.
All going well it will be a runner/goer in the coming weeks.
Leah insists on a roll over (not sure why) but I will out one on to play it safe.
It will not stop me rolling it over but may stop it rolling over again and again and again.
Happy Spriting
Greg

Christmas Barbeque
This year we are having our Christmas barbecue a
week earlier than usual to avoid a clash with the
HSRCA Historic Race Meeting. As in previous years
the Annual General Meeting will be after the BBQ.
The Club will be providing food & drink so just bring
yourself, partner and chairs and enjoy an afternoon
of good friendship.
When: Sunday 25th November
Time: BBQ after 12.00, food usually on about 1.00pm
AGM about 2.30 pm
Where: 6 Annangrove Road, Kenthurst.
Contact: Graham Wells 96541344.

Perpetual Trophies
Reminder to all members who are
holding perpetual trophies, could they
please arrange to return them by the end
of October to Greg Holden or Graham.

Name Dropper - Austin-Healey Sprite from Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car
May, 2015 - David LaChance
The time had come for the other shoe to drop.
The Austin-Healey 3000, the "Big Healey," had already been axed, time and the U.S. safety and emissions requirements finally having caught
up with it. Now, it was time to bring an end to the Sprite, the marque's remaining model.
The Sprite's failing was not that it was out-of-date in the marketplace; though the competition had evolved in the 12 years since its 1958
introduction, continual updates had kept the Sprite and its MG twin, the Midget, relevant enough to earn their keep in British Leyland's stable.
The Sprite's main problem, from BL's point of view, was the money owed to its creator, Donald Healey.
Warm feelings had surrounded the genesis of the Austin-Healey marque, as Leonard Lord, then the head of the British Motor Corporation's
Austin division, spotted the Healey 100 prototype on display at the 1952 London Motor Show and made a deal with Healey on the spot to take
over production. BMC and the Donald Healey Motor Company signed a 20-year agreement, and the Austin-Healey 100 and its successors
went on to become some of the most beloved and successful sports cars of their day.
By 1968, when British Motor Holdings, BMC's successor, had joined with Leyland to create the sprawling British Leyland, all of that goodwill
had melted away. BL's chairman, Donald Stokes, was trying to cut costs and rationalize the confusion of marques--many of them former
competitors--now living under the same roof. One of his cost-cutting targets was his company's agreement with Donald Healey. In his memoir
My World of Cars, Healey tells the story of being summoned to Stokes's office at the Standard works in Coventry:
"He told me he was going to discontinue MG, together with the payment of royalties to the names associated with what were BLMC cars. This
included John Cooper and myself, together with [engine designer] Harry Weslake; and [MG managing director] John Thornley, too, was
eventually to be retired. He explained that he didn't need the help of all us people to produce a sports car, as his Leyland people were fully
capable of doing so themselves. 'I don't think there's any value in names,' he said--to which I replied: 'Right then, you don't think there's any
value in Mr. Chevrolet, Mr. Ford, Mr. Buick and the rest--or Mr. Morris, even'--and I left it at that."
According to his son Brian, Donald Healey never forgave Stokes for the treatment he and Cooper had received. Not one to sit on his hands, he
joined up with Jensen Motors, becoming its chairman in 1970, and overseeing the creation of the Jensen Healey.
The Austin-Healey marque still had a pulse after the meeting between Stokes and Healey--the Sprite remained in production, and sold about as
well as its MG twin, at between 6,000 and 7,000 units a year. But by the end of 1970, with the expiration of the 20-year agreement
approaching, it was decided to end Healey's meager royalty payments. Rather than simply taking the Sprite out of production, BL did a curious
thing: It rebranded the car as an Austin.
Exactly 1,022 of these Austin Sprites rolled off the assembly line between January 27 and July 6 of 1971. Aside from the badging, they had
only one small difference from their Austin-Healey predecessors: Their commission numbers began with AAN, rather than HAN. The AustinHealey Sprite had been withdrawn from export markets in 1968-1969, and the Austin Sprite was to be sold only in the U.K., too.
Tricia Marshall had no idea of this last chapter in the Sprite's history when she found AAN 10 87200 G for sale in 1985. "I was on holiday [in
Ilfracombe, a small seaside town in southwest England], sitting in a café having a cup of coffee, and there was a classified advertisement
magazine lying on the table that somebody had left behind," she recalls. "I just started flicking through it, and [the Sprite] was just there, and I
thought, 'Oh, that looks interesting.' It all stemmed from there. I decided to go and see the car, and get the story behind it. I wasn't looking for a
car at the time, but it seemed like too good a deal to pass up, so I decided to buy it."
Back then, Tricia's Sprite was just a used sports car, decades from its eventual collector status. She named it Gloria, for its registration, GLO
411J. Living in her native Wales at the time, she used it as her daily transportation, until rust caught up with it; she took it off the road in 1991
when it failed its MOT, the mandatory British safety inspection. "It needed a lot of welding work, including the floors and the rockers, and I
didn't have the money to do it, so I went and bought myself a Mini 1300 Special to get back and forth to work," Tricia says.
It was only when she and her husband, Mike, began disassembling the car with an eye toward restoration that they realized just how rare it is
(according to U.K. records, there are only about 300 in existence today). They eventually completed that restoration, as is evidenced by the
photos on these pages, but not before moving twice--first, from Wales to Canada, and then from Canada to the U.S.--with the stripped body
shell and boxes and boxes of parts. (Check back next month for the full story of how Tricia and Mike worked together for 2½ years to restore
what she calls their "little gem.")
The MkI, the disarmingly cheeky "Bugeye," tends to get most of the attention in the Sprite family, which can make us forget what entertaining
cars the boxier MkII and its successors are. The Austin Sprite is in all but name an Austin-Healey Sprite MkIV, launched in October 1966 with
its MG doppelgänger, the Midget MkIII. These cars were powered by a redesigned version of the 1,275-cc A-series four introduced in the Mini
Cooper in 1964, which, even in U.K. trim, provided 10 fewer horsepower than the Cooper's 75, but greater reliability.
The folding top had been much improved, with space provided behind the seats to accommodate the folded assembly--no longer would the
frame have to be disassembled and stowed in the trunk. A redesigned pedal box with separate master cylinders for the brakes and clutch was
another plus, one that simplified fitting dual-circuit brakes to U.S.-bound cars.
The Sprite and Midget underwent a facelift in October 1969, in which the few remaining details between the two were erased. The Sprite gave
up its eggcrate grille and bodyside bright trim, and gained alloy-look Rostyle steel wheels, slimmer bumpers and revised interior trim.
Although combined Spridget production had fallen to just below 13,000 by this point, BL was still investing money to try to keep the car
competitive.
Despite continuing improvements, the basic structure and fundamental design of the car changed little since the launch of the Bugeye, and
Tricia and Mike's car shows just how sound this foundation really was. They've kept to the factory specifications with a few sensible upgrades,
including a five-speed transmission from a Datsun and some stouter engine components. "We didn't want to modernize it per se, but we did
want to drive it and keep up with level of traffic and speed on today's roads," Tricia explains.
"It's just the way we like it," she continues. "It's eminently more driveable, and the fact that the seats have been reupholstered and refurbished
makes them more comfortable to sit on. Having rebuilt the engine and added the five-speed transmission, it's a lot smoother to drive than it
used to be. So I think we've got it exactly how we want it now." She notes that both she and Mike use the car regularly during the summer,
finding it comfortable even on the long drive to Stowe, Vermont, for the British Invasion.
"Its roadholding is great, and I can go around all the little curves and bends without fear that it is going to lose traction," Tricia adds. "I thought
that might change when we put it back on the road, but it hasn't--it's still a nippy little car, it's fun to drive, and it feels like you're going a
million miles an hour when you're driving it at 30."
His name might not be on the badge, but Donald Healey's spirit certainly lives on in this delightful Sprite.
Thanks to Austin-Healey expert and Healey Marque correspondent Baird Foster for his help with this article.
This article originally appeared in the May, 2015 issue of Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car.

Sprite Car Club of Australia Incorporated.

PO Box 696 Kingswood. NSW 2747

AGENDA
THE SPRITE CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INCORORATED

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
DATE: Sunday November 25th, 2018 at 2.30p.m.
PLACE: 6 Annangrove Rd. Kenthurst NSW
1.Opening (Greg Holden)
Apologies
2.Minutes of previous meeting (Graham Wells)
3.Business arising from minutes
4.Treasurer’s Report (Les Payne)
5.President’s Report ( Greg Holden)
6.Election of Officers 2019
President
- Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Club Captain
- Membership Secretary
- Editor
- Social Secretary
- Regalia
Webmaster
- General Committee Members
7.General Business. (Only business associated with the AGM can be introduced .
Nomination for 2019 SCCA Committee
I wish to nominate for the position of:……………………………………..
Name ………………………..
Signature……………………. Member No……….
Nominated by…………………… Signature…………………… Member No…………
Seconded by……………………… Signature…………………… Member
No………….
Nominations must be completed & presented to the secretary 7 days prior to the
AGM.
All parties must be financial members of SCCA.5.

Minutes of Monthly Meeting
October 10, 2018
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.30pm
Present: Committee members: Graham Wells, Greg Holden, David Baigent, Kerry Smith, Barry Cockayne, Rod
Pringle, Les Payne, Paul Barbara
Members: Harley Pringle.
Apologies: Colin Dodds, Leah Holden, Ross Reichardt, Avis Fowler.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Minutes of the previous meeting were presented by Graham Wells. Moved accepted
Barry Cockayne, Les Payne. Carried.
Business Arising: None other than items in the agenda.
Treasurer’s Report: Les Payne reported.
General Account:
Opening balance

$7,031.55

Deposits

$410.00

Payments ST Postage

$207.00

Transfer to Debit A/c

$1000.00

Closing balance 30/9

$6,234.55

Savings Account:
Opening balance

$45,874.34

Interest

$19.48

Closing balance 30/9

$45,893.82

Business Transaction Account:
Opening balance

$9,021.32

Deposit:

$3,415.60

Payments: S.S. radio repairs

$253.00

ABD catering

$1,081.37

ABD catering

$688.49

S.S radio hire

$530.6

S.S. catering

$84.58

S.S recovery
Bank Fee
Closing balance

30/9

$880.00
$10.00
$8,908.84

Debit Account
Opening balanc

$200.13

Deposits:

$60.00
Transfer
Payments: G.W. club stamp, postage
S.S. refund Sheppard
Closing balance

30/9

Total Cash in Bank

$1000.00
$134.00
$170.00
$956.13
$61,993.34

Moved accepted Barry Cockayne, seconded Greg Holden. Carried
Secretary’s Report: Graham Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
-CAMS Speedread, Affiliation
-Penrith Rubber Stamps invoice
-Email report Ross Reichardt
-Email report Avis Fowler
- Magazines: Mascot
Outgoing;
-ABD tickets
Coming Events:
Coming social & competition events for 2018 & start of 2019 are:
-Friday, October 19th Drive to southern Highlands
- Sunday, October 21st Hawksbury Ferry Run
-Sunday, October 21st TSOA Supersprint.
-3-4 th November Alpine Classic Rally
-Friday, November 16th Drive through Royal National Park.
-Sunday, November 25th AGM & Xmas BBQ
-Sat/Sunday, December 1/2 nd HSRCA Historics SMSP
-Saturday, December 8 th Morning coffee at Lake Parramatta
-Friday, December 7 th Mystery Lunch
-TBA January Fish & Chip run
-Friday, January 18 th Kiama for Fish & Chips
-Friday, February 15th Drive to Greenwell Point.
A week-end away has been suggested & Rod Pringle will follow-up.
CAMS/CMC: Barry Cockayne reported.
-No activity other than SpeadRead. Next meeting is on October 13 th.
-At the CMC meeting it was suggested that requests for Shannons Day entries be put in as early as possible. (Entry form
not on the web-site yet).
-The CMC/NRMA sub-committee has been active.
CSCA/Competition. David Baigent reported:
-HSRCA Historic racing at Wakefield we had a number of competitors running.
-Next CSCA event is the TSOA at Wakefield Park on October 23 rd .
Regalia: Avis Fowler reported by Email:
-No sales activity this month.

Sprite Torque: Greg Holden reported.
-September edition on web-site & printed copies ready to sent out.
Web-site: David Baigent reported:
-Events calendar & some completion events have been updated.
Facebook: Harley Pringle reported:
-Ten new people joined site this month. No much activity about the Display Day.
Membership: Ross Reichardt reported one member applications by Email.
-Anthony Vella from Camden South who has a Mk.3A Sprite
Moved accepted Greg Holden, seconded Graham Wells. Carried.
There was a general discussion on membership & club registration criteria and how to promote interest in
Sprites/Midgets.
All British Display Day: Greg Holden reported:
-Graham Wells reported he sent out 82 tickets.
-Greg Holden reported that everything seemed to go well & we had about 80 cars plus about 12 from AHOC. The catering
went well but next year we need more signage saying the BBQ & drinks are for SCCA members only.
-After some discussion it was agreed that we have a cut-off date to allow tickets to be sent out in time and catering to be
planned.
AGM.
-Graham Wells advised that the AGM & Christmas BBQ notice is ready & will go into the next Sprite Torque.
-Catering will be as per last year. We have plenty of drinks left. Graham Wells will organise salads, Greg Holden will
organise meat, rolls, snacks etc.
-Rod Pringle advised that the old BBQ is not working well & we need a new one. Greg Holden will get some prices for a
4/5 burner flat plate unit that will fit into the trailer.
General Business:
-Kerry Smith suggested we have a social night. This resulted in a general discussion on general meetings and social
meetings. It was suggested we have a social night at least once per year with a speaker & topics applicable to
Sprites/Midgets. We would need to find a suitable venue.
-Rod Pringle asked about attendance sheets for the point-score for some events on the calendar. It would appear that some
were not attended. Greg Holden pointed out that if only one or two members attend they can contact the Brian Walton &
claim points if they wish.
-Harley Pringle pointed out that we need to get the perpetual trophies back for the club championships. Greg Holden will
follow-up with a note in Sprite Torque.
Meeting closed at 8.47 pm.
Next meeting: November 13th, 2018 in the Executive Meeting Room at Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell &
Macquarie Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m.

Gregory Strange Motor Mechanic
Sydney home of Sprite’s and Big Healeys’
Sympathetic servicing and repairs to most
English and Classic Sports Cars.
We also look after your daily drives.
All employees are SPRITE CLUB members
Associated with the Sprite Club since the 1970’s
117 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, 2008
Phone 93192299 0412 811 958

How can you help make the Sprite Car Club valued by its members?
The administration of the Sprite Car Club is maintained by a volunteer committee of members. Committee
membership is decided by the members at the Annual General Meeting (AGM). Without a functioning committee
the Club cannot operate effectively so it is essential that these positions are filled.
PRESIDENT- Easily the most prominent position, the President chairs Club meetings, co-ordinates the work of the
Committee as a whole and acts in a statesman capacity from time to time.
VICE PRESIDENT- May be called upon to chair the meetings should the President not be available.
TREASURER - Looks after the Club's finances and ensures that any Club expenditure does not exceed its income.
SECRETARY- Performs the majority of the Club's administrative work, taking care of incoming and outgoing
correspondence, preparing minutes of our club meetings etc.., The Secretary usually acts as the Public Officer.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY - Maintains records of our Club’s members and membership. As this position is usually
the first point of contact for new members, you get to meet and speak to a lot of interesting people.
SOCIAL SECRETARY - Co-ordinates the club’s social events. The Social Secretary often relies on members to suggest
suitable outings and assist with their organisation.
MAGAZINE EDITOR – A very important position. The Editor/s produces the Club magazine 11 times a year. This is
the committee’s main means of contact with the members.
LIBRARIAN (appointed by committee)-Maintains the club's collection of books and magazines which contain vast
amounts of fascinating information. The Librarian also administers a book loan scheme.
REGISTRAR & CLUB PLATES (appointed by committee) - Maintains historical records about the Club members cars.
The Club Registrar also administers the Historic Conditional Registration scheme for the Club.
CLUB CAPTAIN - Co-ordinates the clubs involvement in motorsport events.
CSCA DELEGATE (appointed by committee) - Represents our club at meetings of the "Combined Sports Car
Association" of which our Club is an affiliate member.
CMC DELEGATE (appointed by committee) – Represents our Club at meetings of the “Council of Motor Clubs” of
which our Club is an affiliate member.
CAMS DELEGATE (appointed by committee) - Represents our Club at meetings of the "Confederation of Australian
Motor Sports" of which the Sprite Car Club is an affiliate member.
CLUB REGALIA – Manages the Club's regalia and the purchase and investigation of new regalia.
WEBMASTER – One of the most exciting positions involving the upkeep & update of the Club’s internet site.
GENERAL COMMITTEE -A number of general committee positions exist to assist the other committee members and
for any other tasks, including the appointed positions mentioned above. These positions are ideal for anyone
contemplating taking on a committee position as it gives them valuable exposure to how the committee operates.
MARQUE MENTORS (appointed by committee)-These positions are held by enthusiasts of a particular marque or
model of Sprite or Midget. These individuals are available to assist other members with any queries about their
particular model. The Marque Mentors are not necessarily experts on all topics, but can provide pointers.
The Committee appointments are usually made at the first Committee meeting after the AGM. They are generally
filled by General Committee members but non-committee Club members may be appointed.

Club Point Scores

Coming Events
19 October (Fri)
Drive to the Southern Highlands, with Llunch at the Scottish Arms Hotel, East Bowral
Time: 9.30am at Rubys Beach cafe, Bulli or meet at the Robertson Pie Shop at 11:00am
Start: 10:15am departure from Ruby's
Details: The restaurant will be booked so please let us know if you are coming
Contact: Keith Smith (email) (phone)0404-631-200
21 October (Sun)
CSCA Round 7, TSOA Supersprint, Wakefield Park, Goulburn
Time: 7.00am to 5.00pm
Start: Wakefield Park Raceway, 4770 Braidwood Road, Tirrannaville, NSW 2580
Details: Seventh and Final round of the CSCA series for 2018.
Contact: David Baigent (email)captain@spriteclub.com (phone)0407-137-776
21 October (Sun)
Hawkesbury Ferries Run
Time: 8.00am for 8.30am departure
Start: McDonalds, McGaths Hill, Groves Avenue
Details: Start with a full tank of fuel for a trip through historic agricultural areas designated by Governor Macquarie. See
historic buildings and farm lands crossing the river by ferry to see some of the most picturesque areas of Sydney. All this in
your fabulous Sprite or other classic car. This is a drive not to be missed. Get out and meet your fellow club members. All
Welcome. Lunch will be at Colo River Restaurant / Cafe. Please RSVP for numbers.
Contact: Avis Fowler (email)regalia@spriteclub.com (phone)0412-051-594
16 November (Fri)
Drive through the lower section of the Royal National Park
Time: 9.30am at Rubys Beach cafe, Bulli
Start: 10:30am departure from Ruby's
Details: The restaurant will be booked so please let us know if you are coming
Contact: Keith Smith (email) (phone)0404-631-200

