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On their holiday to England, Kate and Dave Lawrence found our erstwhile Foreign Correspondent,
Eamonn Matthews, in a `Dickens’ of a place… in between races.
Photo by Rhonda Matthews

Catering for AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE and MG MIDGET enthusiasts

I told you that I need more photos of Spritely activities to put in this magazine… Ed.

One fine day with the Editor’s daughter, Erika, almost on top of Australia on Back Perisher, Air T-Bar
Photo: Ric Forster

One blizzard day, looking out from the lodge at Perisher.
Photo: Erika Forster
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The National Challenge is moving forward and our committee is very busy in the planning stages of this
great national event.
With the event set to start on Thursday night and running through to Monday of the Easter weekend, we
have planned a great social weekend as well as a great time at the track.
The dates for this event is Thursday 1st April to Monday 5th April, 2010.
Please put this date down in the calendar and plan to come along. If you want to help make it bigger and
better, give us a hand. We will need more helpers along the way, and being the host state, we will also
need helpers throughout the weekend.
You would notice the days are getting longer and Winter has not been very harsh on us at all. We have
had some good frosts at home but the days have been excellent. Leah and I have been very busy helping Kimberley plan the wedding and I have also been conscious of the end of August creeping up on me.
The first of September means no more fires, and it means I have three more weekends to tidy the place
up before the bush fires come along. I have had some crackers over the last few weeks with several being reasonably large. Letting the fire run is a good way to burn off, but it can also lead to some hairy moments. The tank over flow pipe suffered from the heat last weekend, however, quick and evasive work
saw me save the day. Next job, clean all the gutters ready and think about mowing lawns again.
The amount of people who ask me how my new car is going is amazing and secrets do not last long in
this Club. It has now been at least 8 months since it was put into the panel-beaters and while it is nearly
ready to bring home it has been “nearly ready” for about 6 weeks. The mechanicals will get some attention in September and I would like to have it on the road for our Supersprint in November.
Can you help us at our Supersprint this year. Paul is well on the road to organising it and we will need
helpers. Flaggies, dummy grid officials as well as time keepers and scrutineers are all needed. As this will
be one of the last runs at Oran Park, we should get a good turn out on the track and this should see us
come out in a positive financial way.
As you would have noticed the magazine has been changing, I have been writing about this for some time
now and we have reduced costs to try and get to a `break even’, or, if possible, a profit for the Club to allow it to book events in advance. We need a steady cash flow to book such things as Christmas in July,
weekends away, race meetings and of course our Nation Challenge and the many events that will surround that. Some of our members have already indicated that they would like an electronic magazine instead of the printed version, and those decisions have saved us money by reducing costs. It has also
helped the environment by printing less. If you would like to do your part, let Annie know by e-mail or
phone so that we can have you changed across very quickly.
I hope I was able to catch up with many of you at both Shannons and the All British Day.
Cheers,
Greg Holden; President SCCA
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EDITORIAL
Crikey! Time really is starting to accelerate. Where has the year gone? No sooner than one has got the
last issue off to the printer's, than the next is hovering upon the horizon obscuring all the other things that
one wants to do. Like going for a holiday. A skiing holiday, only for a week, when you suddenly find how
unfit you are, because you have to use all the muscles that you DON'T use normally and for driving the
race car... Talk about coming back worse for the wear, much worse than before you went. Having to keep
up appearances and with my daughter, Erika, who came with me, of course only made things worse!
Getting a puncture on the way to the snow in the right front tyre of the Landcruiser at freeway speeds just
before the northern Goulburn exit was exciting, to say the least. Changing the wheel only took 15 minutes,
but the two hours at the Canberra, Fishwick tyre dealer delayed us sufficiently that we only made the ski
lodge by late afternoon. At least we had 4 good days of weather and skiing out of the 5 possible. The food
and wine were excellent (my and my daughter Erika's cooking, and my wine), and the other occupants
were good company. It only started to snow on Friday midday after a whole night of heavy rain washed a
good lot of it away, just in time, of course, for us to have to leave Friday afternoon (earlier than our scheduled Saturday departure) for me to attend a funeral of an old friend on Saturday morning in Sydney.
I took the `roadie' Sprite down to my brother's place at Batemans Bay the following weekend through
enormous winds to Goulburn, then storms through Braidwood and down the escarpment. I had offered to
help him wire his house for his new surround sound system. In the process of crawling through the roof
space, I managed to crack a rib whilst on a ceiling joist, which means I can't do much else except sit and
type this blasted editorial... No; I didn't fall through his ceiling, and yes, the new system works a treat; just
like a bought one!
So what is more dangerous and risky? Racing the Midget, skiing, driving on slippery public roads in bad
storms, or helping with domestic installations? The latter of course! It hurts when I laugh, or cough, or roll
onto that side many times during the night. Not getting much sleep!
In this issue, we have two competition reports from Paul for the CSCA Supersprint R5 with the Austin
Healey Owners’ Club followed by the All British races, and the CSCA Supersprint R6 with the Morgan
Owners’ Club, and yet another article from our erstwhile foreign correspondent in Old Blighty.
We also have an article submitted long before I took the helm that had slipped through the cracks until
now. Apologies to the author, as we cannot afford to miss any of the little that we receive... Hint! Hint!
Anybody can be a writer, even if it is only a bit of their Club involvement and the history of their cars, especially their spridgets, bridgets, Healeys, or other sporting car. They say that everyone has at least one
good book in them, but I only want a short chapter, please, our Patron excepted. More photos, too, please
I am looking forward to the HSRCA meeting at Wakefield in a couple of weeks, and the FoSC meeting at
the same venue the next month, not to mention squeezing in some of Keith's Friday Runs. Hope the
weather is clement.
Happy Spridgeting,
Ric Forster
Articles are preferred to be submitted in plain text or MS Word2003.doc format and photos, either as 150 x
100 mm prints which I can scan and return to you, or as JPEG files of 150 dpi, or between 448 x 336 pixels up to1024 x 768 pixels, or a file size from 250KB up to 1.5MB. Of course, later versions of MS Word
can be read, and higher resolutions can be handled, but these conversions all take time.
Editor’s Note: Please be aware that this Editor reserves the right to adjust the scope and formatting of correspondence and articles submitted for publication for the sake of brevity, space, and readability, and correct obvious spelling and grammatical inconsistencies, punctuation, and construction without, hopefully,
altering or detracting from the intent of the writer of the submissions. Mostly, MS Word does it for him. Ed
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NOTICES
FRIDAY RUNS
WHEN
Friday – 25 September

EVENT
Explore Gerringong and Gerroa
Meet at: 10.00am (Depart at 11.00)
Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli

Friday – 23 October

Drive to Berry - shopping expedition
Meet at: 10.00am (Depart at 11.00)
Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli

Friday – 20 November

Afternoon Drive – dinner/chat
Coast road drive to Bundeena
Meet at: 3.30pm (Depart at 4.00)
Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli

For more information contact Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mobile 0418 627 889.

Sprite Torque ADVERTISING RATES
Attention, can your business prosper by advertising in Sprite Torque?
If so, then the following rates now apply.
Half page Black and White only $195.00 per annum
Full page Black and White only $300.00 per annum
As well as an advertisement in the printed magazine, you also will receive the same size advert,
as supplied, in colour in our electronic magazine as well as on our website.

CORRESPONDENCE
Nil

NEW MEMBERS
Ron and Margaret Farlow: MG Midget, 1969, British Racing Green.
Colin Wilson: Sprite Mk3, British Racing Green.
Kerry & Damen Smith: Sprite Mk1, Red.
Maurice King: Austin Lancer, 1958, Green.
To the new members, welcome, and hopefully you will get as much out of the Club as you put in.
(Note this Editor’s subtle hint to solicit more articles).
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HUMOUR
MOSES
A burglar broke into a house one night. He shined his flashlight around, looking for valuables and when he
picked up a CD player to place in his sack, a strange, disembodied voice echoed from the dark saying,
“Jesus is watching you.”
He nearly jumped out of his skin, clicked his flashlight out, and froze.
When he heard northing more after a bit, he shook his head, promised himself a vacation after the next
big score, then clicked the light on and began searching for more valuables.
Just as he pulled the stereo out so he could disconnect the wires, clear as a bell he heard. “Jesus is
watching you”. Freaked out, he shone his light around frantically, looking for the source of the voice.
Finally, in the corner of the room, his flashlight beam came to rest on a parrot.
“Did you say that?” He hissed at the parrot.
“Yep,” the parrot confessed, and then squawked, “I’m just trying to warn you.”
The burglar relaxed. “Warn me, huh? Who in the world are you?”
“Moses,” replied the bird.
“Moses?” the burglar laughed. “What kind of people would name a bird Moses?”
“The kind of people that would name a Rottweiler Jesus.”
6
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2010 Sprite National Challenge
It is time to think about one of the biggest events on the Sprite Calendar, the running of the Sprite National Challenge.
The challenge is not only an event to test your car on the track or compete in a Motorkhana, it is an opportunity to socialise and get to know other fellow Sprite enthusiasts.
Where is it at:

Goulburn NSW (2 hours south of Sydney)

Dates of Event:

Easter Long Weekend - Friday 02/04/2010 to Monday 05/04/2010

Events on offer:

Racing
Autokhana
Social Drives

Proposed timeline:
Thursday April 1st Welcome evening drinks and nibbles
Friday April 2nd Concourse at Sydney Vintage Car Restorations at Crookwell and a social drive in the afternoon.
The doors of the Sydney Vintage Car Restoration workshop will be opened to us, including shop
tours, café, and this allows us time to have a Concourse in the front of the shop.
For more information refer to their site http://www.svcr.com.au
Evening entertainment of a games night - bring back the Iron Man Award,
Spark Plug Changing Competition, Trivia, Tappet Cover Racing - maybe not Fluffy Bunnies
though.
Saturday April 3rd -

•

Wakefield Park Sprint and Khana/Autocross for the competitors and/or

•

Social drive/outing for the non competitors.

Evening entertainment of music and dance with a "Wild West" theme.
Sunday April 4th Sign Post Chase/ Tour level rally. Evening presentation of awards.
Monday April 5th Homeward travels
Accomodation
Details on Accommodation are still being finalised, but we are working towards bringing all together in
comfort, keep posted for further details as they come to hand.
Price
We are still working on these, but be prepared for a fun and enjoyable weekend at an affordable amount.
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Overseas Events by Eamonn Matthews
MG LIVE, SILVERSTONE, UK - JULY 09
Last time I reported on a wet Goodwood sprint, but the weekend did not
end there. We packed up and headed
north to be at Silverstone for a sprint
the next day. This was part of the MG
Live weekend and a sprint was held on
part of the GP track on Sunday morning.
While all things MG was happening on
the club circuit and in the paddock
area, we were up at the top end of the
circuit where MGs and Healeys gathered to do battle on a part of the GP
circuit that we would not normally get
to run on. Martin had offered me a
drive and tried to talk me entering on
the day but I was feeling well pleased
Martin Ingall and Eamonn with the Sebring Sprite at Goodwood
after my run at Goodwood the previous
day, and being thankful that the car was still in one piece, I decided that it would be prudent to decline the
offer and show Martin my appreciation by being pit crew for the day. The fact that the track was partly
damp and there were big clouds looming had nothing to do with my decision. [Oh Yeah! Ed]
My job for the day entailed setting the
tyre pressures, cleaning the car and
pushing it up to scrutineering. Scrutineering, as we all know, can sometimes
be a rather stressful time but so far this
trip it has proved to be totally painless.
The main thing here it seems is for the
scrutineers to be helpful and make sure
that every competitor gets on to the
track.
The entries included just about every
model of MG including triple M, T series,
Midgets, B’s, Z’s and even a Maestro.
The nice thing about the MG clubs in the
UK is that they welcome Sprites as one
of their own as they acknowledge that
this is where the Midget came from.
Practice runs started soon afterwards and for Rhonda and me it was a little boring as not long after the
cars left the start line they disappeared out of sight. Martin suggested we drive further up the track and
find a good vantage point to watch from. We found a great viewing spot near the end of the run where the
cars came into sight around a fast right hander and braked hard for the esses right in front of us then accelerated hard round a curve to the finish line.
8
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Overseas Events by Eamonn Matthews, cont.
We watched a couple of runs from here and
as I had not had anything to do on the car I
decided that I would be of much better use to
Martin as a driver coach. Now, most of you
will know that it is a risky strategy to tell the
owner of the car that he can go faster by doing this or that at the esses. But I get bored
and anyway, I was not driving so I did not
have to PROVE it would work. Anyway,
whether or not Martin took my advice I don’t
know but he improved his times over the next
few runs and posted very competitive times.
Everyone had about eight runs in total and
we were packed up by about 1.30 and set off
to watch some racing and have a look
around the show.
So a very successful weekend for the Sebring Sprite with lots of compliments from
everyone that sees it. And the rain held off
all day (I wished I had driven after all). Unfortunately, I did not take any photos of the
MG Live display but I’ve attached some
from the sprint paddock.
Happy Sprite-ing,
Eamonn.
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ARTICLE
The Spriting Life of Ann & Brian
My first contact with the AH Sprite was when three of my friends bought them back in about 1963
and they obviously were “Bugeye” (sorry “Frogeye” as I was still in the UK then) Sprites. At that time I
drove a 1954 Austin A70 (similar engine to the Big Healey). I first owned a Sprite in 1965 when two of my
friends who both had Sprites emigrated to Australia, so I bought one of them. It was a yellow 1959 model
in quite good condition with what in those days was called a stage 1 conversion ie 1/8” machined off the
head. I added larger carbies, extractors and a copper exhaust pipe which made a lovely sound. Unfortunately Ann’s dad didn’t like it at night, so when I took her home after a date I would have to push the car
around the corner before starting the engine.
Believe it or not, but we actually toured around part of
France camping with that car, we found that you can pack
quite a lot into the boot if one lays on the axle hump while
the other passes soft items to be packed into the back.
We also drove down to Spain a couple of times but not
camping so packing was easier.

Mk 1 in UK 1965 on the way to France;
note the headlamp converters.

I sold that car in 1967 as I had the chance to buy a Lotus
Elan S2 (I could now afford the insurance as I was 25 and
it got cheaper) but although it was a great car to drive I
only kept it 18 months as we decided to come out to Australia and needed to buy a car to bring out which would be
more suitable for Australian conditions (we chose a Ford
Cortina 1600 Super).

Soon after arriving in Australia in 1969, we set off on a 2
year tour around the coast travelling in our imported Cortina until we got to Perth where we stayed about
18 months so. We changed cars to a MGB, and then to a Land Rover, to continue our trip around, arriving
back in Sydney in time Christmas 1972.
It was soon after this in early 1973 that we bought our second Sprite a 1961 BRG Mk1. This was a nice straight car,
very standard except for carbies but needed a re-spray but
that had to wait a while as we were buying our first house
and mortgages were rising (sound familiar) so I was doing
a second job pumping gas in the local Shell station. In
those days we did the lot, served petrol, cleaned windscreens, sold minor spare parts and if there weren’t many
customers we repaired punctures but at least then holdups were very rare. Anyway it was while at the servo that a
Sprite Club member saw my Sprite in the lube bay and
came and told me all about the Club, but unfortunately, I
can’t remember the person’s name.
I joined the club in 1974 and went to my first monthly meetAustralian Mk1 1973-1975
ing at the Leyland Theatrette which was at the front of their
plant at Zetland. My first competitive meeting (if you could call it that) was a funkhana, and I was made so
welcome by the members that I became a regular. We even had the car re-sprayed and took it to our first
concourse in November 1974 (I think) but all that I can remember is that we hadn’t quite finished putting
the car back together after the re-spray so Ann (who was about eight months pregnant at the time) was
having to screw some of the door trim pieces in place as we were driving there. Unfortunately we only
kept that car until about mid 1975 as my daughter had arrived just after Christmas and a bassinette doesn’t fit behind the seats of a Sprite, so bought a small sedan (Audi Fox). As the Sprite wasn’t getting used
much it had to go, but we found a good home with another Club member, Phil Whitton, who did a complete restoration on it, and for a while it was one of the best in the Club.
10
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ARTICLE, cont.
With the Audi we still stayed Club members getting more involved with the organisation side of the Club.
In November 1975 I was persuaded to join the Competition Committee, but by April 76 the Treasurer resigned, so Colin Dodds (who became President when I joined the Committee) suggested that I might like
to do that job as he had done it for a while. That Executive Committee stayed together for a few years
with Colin as President, John Saul as Club Secretary, Leigh Adams as Club Captain and myself as Treasurer. At the end of 1978 I took over from Leigh as Club Captain and Tony Timmins (who had been Club
Captain back in 74) became Treasurer.
About the same time, or perhaps earlier in 78, I bought
another Sprite, this time a Mk 2A which was unregistered
and had sat in someone’s back yard for a while. That didn’t worry me as I intended to turn it into a competition car
as I had been competing in club speed events and motorkhanas in the family car (Audi Fox). As I was getting
more serious it was quite likely that sooner or later I would
bend it, so a club competition car made sense.

IIA Race Car 1978 – now.
Not quite like this at present.

This car was quite successful for what I built it for which
was just club events, not racing although I did do one season in about 84 just so that I could get my licence and
compete with the Club in the Six Hour relay race at Amaroo Park. That car is still in my garage waiting for rebuild
as in fact I did bend it; I turned it over some 15 years ago
(how time flies) on Amaroo Hillclimb! “Please, Sir, this big
lump of rock was just where I needed to drive”.

Only a year after I got the 2A I had the chance to get another Mk1, but that was going to be a restoration
project which sort of went on for 17 years. This meant that it didn’t get onto the road until Ann’s 50th Birthday in 96. I’m getting ahead of myself a bit because in 1981, I acquired another 2A this time road registered although a bit rough it was very standard and actually took out best Mk2 one year in the concourse.
This was probably due to there being only two other Mk2’s entered that were both prettier but not as original as mine, and mine was nice and clean even if it didn’t exactly shine.
Our enjoyment of the Club continued with Ann getting herself
elected as Social Secretary at the time that I was Club Captain in
1979, but for this to happen we had to amend the Club Membership Rules. At that time Ann didn’t have a drivers’ licence, and it
was requirement of membership to have a drivers’ licence. Ann
had been attending Club events and Committee meeting for 5
years and nobody realized that she wasn’t a member, so when it
was suggested that she join the Committee, I had to point out the
dilemma. That was easily fixed as nobody new why the requirement for a driving licence was there, so at a monthly Club meeting
the change was put to a vote and Ann became a Club member
and our Social Secretary.
That only lasted while I was Club Captain as the two jobs ran sort
IIA Road Car 1981-1986. Not good to
look at, but good to drive.
of hand in hand in the organising of the Club calendar, but at the
end of 79, I took over from Colin as President and Ann stayed on
the General Committee. Then 3 years later (1982), Colin was again elected President and I again took the
position of Treasurer (well money was tight as usual and every little helps), and then in 85-87 back to
Club Captain. I stayed on Committee until 1995, when a change in jobs was making it difficult to get to
many events, but one position I must mention was from August 93 for seven months [when] Alan Barlow
and myself became co-editors (temp) of Sprite Torque as our elected Editor had to resign and it took
seven months for us to persuade someone to do the job. Ever since then the Club editor has gone up in
my esteem, as it is probably the most difficult job on the Club Committee.
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ARTICLE, cont.

Sorry if this has been a bit of a history lesson,
but I will now get back to talking about Sprites.
Our current stable hasn’t changed for a number
of years, about thirty actually. The bugeye that I
finished restoring in 1996 now requires an engine rebuild, and the 2A competition car is still
waiting to be rebuilt on the body shell I acquired
many years ago. Over the last few years whenever I mentioned to Ann that I should spent some
time on it, she would say that it will be a good
project for [me] when I retire.
Well I retired from my paid job nearly nine
months ago, and still haven’t found time to work
on either car… but soon!!!
Mk1 1979 – now;
Didn’t get on the road till 1996.

Brian Walton [25/02/2008]

HUMOUR
THE BOY'S A GENUIS
The following is an actual question given in a University of Washington Chemistry mid-term exam. The answer was
so “profound” that the professor shared it with colleagues, which is why we have the pleasure of enjoying it as well.
Bonus Question: Is hell exothermic (gives off heat) or endothermic (absorbs heat)?
Most of the students wrote proofs of their beliefs using Boyle's Law (gas cools off when it expands, and heats up
when it is compressed) or some variant.
One student, however, wrote the following:
First, we need to know how the mass of hell is changing in time. So we need to know the rate that souls are moving
into hell and the rate they are leaving. I think that we can safely assume that once a soul gets to hell, it will not
leave. Therefore, no souls are leaving.
As for how many souls are entering hell, let's look at the different religions that exist in the world today. Some of
these religions state that if you are not a member of their religion, you will go to hell. Since there are more than one
of these religions and since people do not belong to more than one religion, we can project that all souls go to hell.
With birth and death rates as they are, we can expect the number of souls in hell to increase exponentially.
Now, we look at the rate of change of the volume in hell because Boyle's Law states that, in order for the temperature and pressure in hell to stay the same, the volume of hell has to expand as souls are added. This gives two possibilities:
1. If hell is expanding at a slower rate than the rate at which souls enter hell, then the temperature and pressure
will increase until all hell breaks loose.
2. Of course, if hell is expanding at a rate faster than the increase of souls in hell, then the temperature and pressure will drop until hell freezes over.
So which is it? If we accept the postulate given to me by Ms Teresa Banyan during my Freshman year...'that it will
be a cold day in hell before I sleep with you' and take into account the fact that I still have not succeeded in having
sexual relations with her, then No 2 cannot be true, and thus I am sure that hell is exothermic and will not freeze.
The student received the only “A” given.
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SOCIAL REPORT
Coming Events
September 13th Sprite Drive. NOTE CHANGED DETAILS. Jen’s Country Café. Meeting at McDonalds,
Narellan 8 am for 8.30 start time. Arriving at Braemar (Southern Highlands) at 9.30 to 10.00. We will be
travelling along the old highway.
October 3, 4,5th Long weekend trip to Dubbo. Including a day at the zoo. Take the opportunity to bring
the kids or grandkids. Please see Social Calendar overleaf for details and to book.
November 20th Afternoon drive - dinner/chat. Coast road drive to Bundeena. Meet at 3:30pm (Depart
4:00) Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli.
November 22nd Sprite Drive to Valley Heights Locomotive Depot. Guided tour by Steve Dive. Meet Claredon 9.00am (opp RAAF Base Richmond). Depart 9.30am. Cost is $10 per person. Concessions may be
available to seniors / juniors. Food and drink is available onsite.
December TBA: AGM and Christmas party.
Avis Fowler (02) 4729 3726
● See Notices on page 5 for details of Keith Smith’s Fabulous Friday Runs.

HUMOUR
DAVE, DAVE, AND DAVE.
Shazza goes into Centre-link...........
“How many children?” asked the Centre-Link worker.
“10” replies Shazza
“10?” Says the Centre-Link worker.
“What are their names?”
“Dave, Dave, Dave, Dave, Dave, Dave, Dave, Dave, Dave and Dave.”
“Doesn’t that get confusing?” asks the Centre-Link worker
“Naah...” says Shazza “Its great because if they are out playing in the street, l just have to shout:
“DAAAVE YA DINNER’S READY” or “DAAAVE GO TO BED NOW” and they all do it...”
“What if you want to speak to one individually?” says the perturbed Centre-Link worker.
“That’s easy.” Says Shazza....”l just use their surnames”.
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COMING SOCIAL EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009
MONTH
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

DAY/DATE
Sunday 13th

DRIVE
Sprite Drive. Jen’s Country Café. Meeting at McDonalds,
Narellan 8 am for 8.30 start time. Arriving at Braemar
(Southern Highlands) at 9.30 to 10.00. We will be travelling along the old highway.

Friday 25th

Explore Gerringong and Gerroa. Meet at 10:00am (Depart
at 11:00) Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli. For all Friday runs,
contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mob 0418 627 889.

3,4,5th Long
Weekend

Dubbo Long Weekend away. Staying at the Cattleman’s
Country Motor Inn. Cost for Accommodation $140.00 per
night, Western Plains Zoo entry $45.00 Per Person. Meals
are yet to be sorted out. Social drive on Saturday heading
out through Orange, then Due West to Gumble, Cumnock,
Yeoval, Arthurville and into Dubbo. We will land in Dubbo
Saturday afternoon. Western Plains Zoo Sunday, or if you
wish you may do something else. Heading back home via
Wellington, Gulgong and Mudgee back to Sydney, etc.
We have booked a number of rooms in the Motor Inn but
places are filling fast.
Contact Greg Holden on 0418 286 831, if you are planning to come along.

Friday 23rd

Sprite Drive to Berry—shopping expedition. Meet at
10:00am (Depart at 11:00) Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mob 0418 627 889.

Sunday, 25th

Concourse. Gladesville Reserve, Gladesville, with the MG
Car Club starting at 8-8.30. $5.00 entry to the ground (as
asked by MG Car Club). Judging will be for the following
categories: All Marques under Concourse Condition, as
well as Road Specials, Race cars, Cars Under Restoration.

Saturday 7th

SCCA Supersprint. Volunteers and eager supporters required.

Friday 20th

Afternoon Drive - dinner/chat. Coast road drive to Bundeena. Meet at 3:30pm (Depart 4:00) Ruby’s Beach Café
at Bulli.
Contact: Keith Smith on 4285 2056 or mob 0418 627 889.

Sunday 22nd

Sprite Drive to Valley Heights Locomotive Depot. Guided
tour by Steve Dive. Meet Claredon 9.00am (opp RAAF
Base Richmond). Depart 10.00am. Cost is $10 per head

TBA

AGM & Club Christmas Party

Friday 2nd to 5th
Easter Wknd

SCCA 50th Anniversary: 2010 Challenge

2010
APRIL
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COMING COMPETITION EVENTS/CALENDAR 2009
MONTH

DATE

PROMOTER

VENUE

EVENT

SEPTEMBER

12,13
13
19,20
20
20

CAMS State Championship
Hills District Car Club
HSRCA Historic
MGCC General Motorkhana
CAMS NSW C’ship /MLMSC

Wakefield Park
Nirimba
Wakefield Park

Championship
Motorkhana
Historics
Motokhana
Hillclimb-R7

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

3,4
4

Australian Historic Motor Festival
CAMS NSW C’ship /MGCCN

Wootton Way,
Bulahdelah
Winton Long
King Edward
Park, Newcastle

Historics
Hillclimb-R7

14
15
17
18
25
30,31,1Nov
31, 1Nov

Golden Era Auto Racing (GEAR)
GEAR, Second GEAR
CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners Club
CSCA/Triumph Sports Owners Club
Volkswagen Club
FoSC Spring Invitation
CAMS State Championship

Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park
Wakefield Park
Nirimba
Wakefield Park
Oran Park

Historic
Historic
Training Day
SuperSprint-R7
Motorkhana
Historic Sports
Championship

7
7
28,29

Sprite Car Club of Aust
VHRR Historic Sandown
HSRCA Historic

Oran Park S
Sandown
Eastern Creek

SuperSprint-R8
Historics
Historics

12,13,14

VHRR Phillip Island Classic
(Provisional)

Phillip Island

Classics

DECEMBER

2010
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
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COMPETITION REPORT JULY 2009
CSCA Round 5, August 1 2009 – Wakefield Park Circuit
Hosted by the Austin Healey Owners Club and with the All British races on the following day, there was
more than the usual line up of exciting machinery at Wakefield Park on Saturday 1 August.
There is nothing more exciting than a well set up Sprite which is why we were somewhat less surprised
than others that the fastest car of the event was a Sprite. Making sure that this event honoured the Marque of the host club, Simon Gardiner visiting Wakefield Park for the first time from Victoria, posted 1:05.09
in his Marque Sports car Austin Healey Sprite. His car is a work of art but more of that in a moment.
Having arrived the afternoon before the Supersprint, John Millhouse and I had captured five or six garages so that come the morning we could keep club members together. We had our Sprites, trailers and
one tow car filling them up so we left for the motel in Goulburn where we caught up with Annie and Warren Lawler. An enjoyable dinner followed with everyone retiring reasonably early. John Millhouse and I
shared a room which meant that we kept each other awake at different times due to the expected chorus
but it didn’t seem to affect our times!
Next morning thankfully the strong Westerlies that had been blowing the previous afternoon had abated
and while cool, in Goulburn terms it was practically heat wave conditions. Bob Rowntree arrived with his
Group S MGB, Keith Smith with his Midget and Rob Byrnes with his Cooper S joining John, Warren and
me in our Sprites as we got ready for scrutineering. Peter Muldoon SCCA club member had also arrived
with his immaculate Cobra.
Since the previous round Warren had fixed the problem with his rear wheels not seating properly up to the
hubs while the rest of us had no significant issues to fix other than to attach Dorian timers.

John Millhouse with Bob Rowntree checking pressures while Rob Byrnes looks for the Mini’s engine

Reflecting the smooth way the whole event ran, it started on time with 4 timed laps now timed from the
start finish line rather than the fishhook halfway round the track as in previous years. Both John Millhouse
and I managed to leave braking so late at turn two that we had ‘offs’ in the first two sessions while Keith
came off somewhere else and Warren at the turn onto the straight. No damage done although the ditch
on the other side of the ripple strip managed to put my car’s steering slightly off-centre - a wheel off check
confirmed no visible damage.
Later in the morning Keith Smith was circulating well on a different set of tyres posting his best time yet at
Wakefield. We were both having a good run in the same group on the 3rd run of the day with Keith in the
lead. On the second or third lap we put in an even more vigorous attempt around the twisty right handers
at the top of the track when a fine oil spray on my windscreen suggested something was amiss ahead and
sure enough Keith pulled over.
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COMPETITION REPORT JULY 2009, cont.
Back in the pits it turned out that Keith’s Midget had no drive and a lot of SAE 90 on the left-hand rear
wheel. Obviously a broken half shaft and not having a spare with the SCCA crew we walked over to
Simon Gardiner’s garage to see if he had one of his special strong half shafts with him. No such luck as at
the last minute he had decided not to put one in. But we did get the chance to have a quick look at his
Sprite in which he achieved the fastest time of the day. It is an engineering work of art with many special
parts of Simon’s design and manufacture. The heart of it is a 1275cc block with a twin cam head, fuel injection and engine management computer.

Simon Gardiner+Sprite (fastest time of the day) with Bob Rowntree in his MGB

2009 CSCA CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
1
CLA
755
2
TSOA
579
3
JDCA
494
4
SCCA
363
5
MGCCN
349
6
MGCC
193
7
MOCA
167
8
AHOC
128

John Millhouse was fastest SCCA Sprite putting in a
brilliant final lap of the day to crack 1:18 while fastest
SCCA member was Peter Muldoon in his Cobra which
seemed to go very well despite losing its coolant at one
stage. Bob Rowntree’s MGB ran faultlessly and he was
pleased with his times too.
Results were Peter Muldoon (Cobra) 1:13.30, Bob
Rowntree (MGB) 1:13.47, John Millhouse (Bugeye)
1:17.70, Paul Orton (Sprite Mk2a) 1:18.08, Robert
Byrnes (Mini Cooper S) 1:19.12, Keith Smith (MG
Midget) 1:21.00, Warren Lawlor (Sprite Mk3) 1:29.15.

Warren Lawlor and John Millhouse on the track exit

Paul Orton (track photos: Keith Smith)
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COMPETITION REPORT JULY 2009, cont.
CSCA Round 6, August 22 2009 – Eastern Creek
Coming hard on the heels of Round 5 on August 1, it might have been expected that SCCA Supersprint
competitors would be looking for a break - but not a bit of it!
Again Sprites and Midgets put on a great display and were the stand-out marque. To non-SCCA members – it was the number of Sprites, to us – in every way! Of our 14 entries (a record for recent years),
nine were Sprites or Midgets. When we grouped them up opposite the catering building it was a soulstirring sight especially with MG Club members’ Midget (Clive Wilson), Ford Capri GT (Owen Rice) and
MGB (Garry Williams), our own members’ two Mini Cooper S’s, Morgan and Slotus replicas all garaged
adjacent to each other it was a 60’s celebration with a bit of spillover into the late 50’s and early 70’s.
Hoping to get a carport space for our members (and to avoid John Millhouse and Keith Smith’s usual ribbing about being the last one to show up) your reporter was first to arrive before 7am but still too late to
get a covered space. We did score the picnic table/umbrella and space under a eucalyptus all making for
a very pleasant day catching up with fellow competitors and visitors in between laps.

The line up with others out of shot including Alan Barlow’s Sprite and Peter Muldoon’s Cobra

On the mechanical front, I noted in the last Report that Keith Smith had retired his car in the middle of the
last round with a suspected broken ‘unbreakable’ heavy duty half shaft - although it did have well over 10
years of racing on it. This turned out to be correct but using his boiler-making training, Keith decided it
was repairable, chamfered the edges of the fracture at the outside end and had it welded. Careful filing
had the end fitting though the wheel hub and on the day it proved to be successful.
Meanwhile, John Millhouse had had his Bugeye’s engine out on the Wednesday and back in on the
Thursday before the event – again his car ran faultlessly. He had left it till the Wednesday to check the
tappet clearances and while doing so noticed that one valve did not open as much as the others, in fact
hardly at all. Out came the engine and then the camshaft revealing an almost completely absent cam
lobe. A quick search for a camshaft came up trumps (no time to re-profile the existing one) and it was installed. With such a quick turn around followed by a problem-free day, the quality of John’s handiwork is
obvious!
Denis had repaired some minor panel damage to the front and rear of the Lenham Sprite following the
recent FOSC meeting at Oran Park and then went on to put in a very good time.
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COMPETITION REPORT JULY 2009, cont.

L to R Warren Lawler, Ray Fahey, Annie Lawler, Anthony Barbara, John Millhouse, Alan Barlow, Clive Wilson, and Andrew Barbara and in the photo on the right, Keith Smith and Denis Best next to Keith’s car

The weather was mild with little breeze and all had a good day although Penrith Muffler Man Andrew
Woodall in the Slotus (Lotus 7 replica) and Michael Woodall (Morgan Replica) would have been disappointed at their early finish due to assorted engine concerns. No mishaps were reported other than Ray
Fahey witnessing at close range and in slow motion another member of the Barbara clan doing a 360 in
front of him, and like Oran Park two rounds ago, he wasn’t emotional in the slightest when telling us about
it later in the day!

Denis applying numbers and Anthony Barbara’s car, the first Mk3 off the Aussie production line

SCCA has retained its fourth place in the CSCA club championship with three SCCA members doing well
in the various drivers’ points cores.
2009 CSCA CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
1
CLA
923
2
TSOA
725
3
JDCA
592
4
5
6
7
8

SCCA
MGCCN
MGCC
MOCA
AHOC

456
400
238
205
136

Fastest SCCA member and Sprite was Denis Best (Lenham
Sprite) 1:57.90 followed by Alan Barlow (Sprite racecar)
1:58.40, Peter Muldoon (Cobra) 2:01.34, Paul Orton (Sprite Mk
2a) 2:02.62, John Millhouse (Bugeye) 2.06.72, Keith Smith (MG
Midget) 2:07.28, Robert Byrnes (Morris Cooper S) 2:07.67, Michael Woodall (Morgan +8 replica) 2:10.88, Ray Fahey
(Bugeye) 2:18.22, Anthony Barbara (Mk2a) 2:19.10, Andrew
Herden (Morris Cooper S) 2:22.18, Warren Lawler (Sprite Mk3)
2:23.64, Andrew Barbara (Sprite Mk3) 2:28.51, Andrew Woodall
(Slotus Lotus 7 replica) 2:36.03.

Visitors and/or pit crew included Annie Lawler, Paul Barbara, David Healy and Neil Scott.
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NOSTALGIA
A shocking advert from BMC’s Safety Fast, July 1962.
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THE BUGEYE BARN
AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE & MG MIDGET SPECIALISTS “Talk to someone who cares”
NEW PARTS FOR ALL MODELS
MECHANICAL – BODY – TRIM – ELECTRICAL – BADGES – GLASS & CHROME – SOFTOPS – RUBBER

RECONDITIONED SERVICES
WISHBONES – DAMPERS – CARBURETTORS – GEARBOXES – GAUGES – ENGINES

USED PARTS
CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGE OF SERVICEABLE USED ITEMS
SPECIALISING IN HARD TO GET BITS – WE SOURCE WORLD WIDE

REPAIRS
ANYTHING FROM A HEADLIGHT GLOBE TO A FULL RESTORATION

COMPETITION AND PERFORMANCE
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESS IN HISTORIC RACING AND TARGA STYLE
RALLIES. THE PARTS WE USE ARE THE ONES WE SELL.
AUSTRALIA WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE
Ask for our FREE CATALOGUE

TONY BENNETTO
PO BOX 47
UPPER FERNTREE GULLY 3156
Phone: 03 9758 8669 (& keep trying)
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SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
11th August, 2009
Venue: Parramatta RSL Club, Parramatta
Meeting commenced: 7.50 pm
Present: 10 members as per attendance book.
Apologies: Greg Holden, Leah Holden, Graham Wells, Paul Barbara, Barry Cockayne, K Sly, Avis
Fowler, Greg Strange.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Moved accepted by W Lawlor, sec. R Forster, carried.
Business Arising:
- Insurance: B Cockayne not present to report.
- Concourse venue: G Strange not present to report.
- Challenge: Wakefield Park advise they cannot confirm bookings until August.
Treasurer’s Report: Reported by L Payne.

Ch No.
Opening Balance 1-7-09
6-Jul Deposit
8-Jul Deposit
9-Jul
13-Jul Deposit
14-Jul
15-Jul Deposit
15-Jul Deposit
22-Jul
24-Jul
24-Jul
30-Jul

Description

Debit

Credit
$13,035.89

255453

postage

$ 195.66

255456

Dormie House

$1,295.00

255458
255454
255457
255459

$ 99.00
$ 40.00
$ 610.40
$ 392.40
$2,632.46

$
$

1,337.50
1,100.00

$

739.50

$
$

1,077.50
1,430.00

$

5,684.50

Closing balance 30-7-09

$16,087.93
Deposits July
Central coast deposit
Membership,
Shannons Day
All British Day
Raffle

$
$
$
$
$
$

260.00
5,118.00
160.00
40.00
106.50
5,684.50

Secretary’s Report: No report.
CAMS: B Cockayne; No report.
Coming Events: Avis Fowler was absent, but a report is in Sprite Torque.
Competition: P Orton absent but a report is in Sprite Torque.

23

September 2009 Sprite Torque

SCCA GENERAL MEETING REPORT, cont.
2010 Challenge: Les Payne reported on the sub-committee meeting held on 8th August. Draft calendar &
events set out. Graham and Jim found alternate accommodation.
•

Thurs evening will be get together for early arrivals.

•

Friday concourse at Crookwell, and inspection of Sydney restorations

•

Saturday Wakefield Park and bus tour of local area.

•

Sunday Drive with observation

•

Sunday night presentation dinner

•

Monday head home

Regalia: Small sales this month
Sprite Torque: Ric Forster reported the August issue is at the printers. Print copy will be black & white
with glossy cover & E copy in full colour.
Technical Meetings: No report.
Membership: Annie Lawlor will send a reminder to those who have not yet renewed.
Colin will chase any members who are not financial and on club plates
General Business:
1. L Payne and R Forster searched “Sprite Torque” on web and found it is not outside our website
2. Job Descriptions: Annie Lawlor advised this is ongoing.
3. John Buchanan will forward to Colin information he has on convoy procedure and Colin will hand us a
procedure, which should be handed out at all future runs once available.
4. Colin proposed that only the members who ticked on the membership form, to receive a Black and
White copy of Sprite Torque. This was voted 4-2 in favour. However as this was not an agenda item this
will not be carried and could be re-investigated next month. Les Payne stated he believed we had voted to
give every member a printed copy for at least 6 months at a previous meeting, Annie thought this also.
5. Goblins Gazette is carrying an ad for the 2020 challenge already.
6. Warren has asked for updates for the 2010 challenge web site
7. Warren believes John Sprinzel may be available to visit either before or after the challenge.
Meeting closed at 8.36 p.m.
Next General Meeting: Tuesday, September 8th; Parramatta RSL Club, cnr. O’Connell & Macquarie
Sts., Parramatta at 7.30 p.m.
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Bob Rowntree Automotive
Sprite, Midget,
MGB, MGA

Creek Corner Warwick Farm 1967

MVRIC licensed. IAME No 92429
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Bringing you 40 years of Sprite
Service specialising in
• Precision engine building
• Gearbox overhauls
• Suspension rectification
• Front frame strengthening
• Diff housing rebuilding
• SU carb rebuilding
• Engine tuning
• Motorsport preparation
2 Kathleen Place, Thirlmere NSW 2572
Ph - 4683 0618, Mob - 0402 216 149
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TORQUE TRADER
Advertising is free for private sellers and buyers,
just email or phone the Editor of Sprite Torque

THIS MONTH
LAST MONTH
WANTED
Wheels, 4 x Minator, or Minilites, or Perform0ance Superlites, or similar light-weight racing alloys, 13 x 7”
Contact : Greg Prunster 9552 6777 AH

FOR SALE

$19,500.00 O.N.O

FOR SALE

1960 AUSTIN HEALEY BUGEYE SPRITE.

1275cc MG Midget engine, balanced and freshly rebuilt, includes new
clutch kit, from $3600 + GST. No exchange necessary.

16,000 Miles since bare metal re-build. All new rubber.

Can be modified for higher performance at additional cost.

Email: Colin@SpriteParts.com.au or phone: 0414 789 263
New Colin Dodds built 1100cc motor, only 100 miles on
it.1275 head, 45DCOE Webber, Header exhaust, metal
bonnet, new springs, clutch, ribbed gearbox, rear drums,
WANTED
tires, wet weather gear including tonneau cover.
Wanted to purchase; a cheap MkII or MkIII or MG Midget vehicle with
Phone/Fax Andy (02) 4871 2253. Mob 0409 746 386.
"not so good panels", but good mechanically.
e-mail: shandyw5@bigpond.com

Contact Terry Toomey: 0408 232 372
<terrytoomey@ihug.com.au>
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Above: At Goodwood 2008.

Below: Spridget 50thAnniversary at GAYDON UK, 2008 Photo: British Motor Heritage Centre

Use the Rotate Clockwise button on your Adobe Acrobat viewer to see
these in all their glory.

Order your Regalia now
0418 286 831 or visit http://spriteclub.com/regalia.html
Mens & Ladies BIZTECH™ Evolution Jacket
Outer : 100% Coated Micro fibre Shell.
Lining: 100% Polyester Mesh + Polyester Taffeta. BIZTECH™
technology .
Waterproof Rating: 1,000mm inner membrane.
Breath ability Rating: 1,000g/m2. Fully seam sealed. Windproof.
Wind flap chin guard with stand up collar. Inside elastic closure for
wind/snow protection. Two-Way front zip with movable sliders. Outer
chest zippered vertical pocket with MP3 Player access from inside.
Concealed underarm zippered air vent. Two flap zippered front
pockets with metal puller. Adjustable Velcro rubber cuff closures.
Open inside right breast pocket, zippered inside left breast pocket.
Zipper access for embroidery

Colour

Black & Graphite

Nautical Blue & Navy

Polo Shirts
Mens & Ladies $35
Scarfs & Hats $15
Baseball Caps $20
Moto Shirts
$55
Polar Fleece
$45

Stadium Red & Black

These jackets will have two logos.

THESE JACKETS WILL BE ORDERED AS REQUIRED AND WILL BE A PRE-PAID ITEM.
$100.00 each
(There will be a cut off date for ordering these jackets as we need to order in reasonable numbers to get the best price,
so contact the regalia team immediately).
Editor Ric and Jean with the camouflaged Sprite with the MG Ashley Hardtop at Armidale; June Long Weekend Drive 2009; Photo: Janina Elphick

