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Welcome to Sprite Torque
Welcome to my final edition of Sprite Torque .
After a couple of years its time for me to hang
up my editors hat. Its been a pleasure
bringing you all the Spritely happenings.
Thank you so much to our members who have
sent me some wonderful articles over the
years. Best of luck to Elly Baigent who has
very kindly volunteered to take on the role.
Please support her, its not an easy job!
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a
safe and Happy New Year. Bitsy and I will see
you around the traps!
Stay Spritely and stay at home!
Bron
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Well what a year 2020 has been, certainly nothing like I expected my first year as President to be and one that I think
we will all be very happy to put behind us.
Our club activities got underway with some early social runs and a Supersprint at Wakefield Park. Planning for our
60 th Birthday celebrations was underway as well as our Supersprint event at Sydney Motorsport Park. The
Queensland Sprite club had their planning well progressed for the 2020 Sprite Nationals and quite a number of our
members were looking forward to the event at Easter. We were aware that there was a weird virus spreading
through China but how was that going to affect us in Australia? Well it didn’t take long for the virus to get a name,
Corona Virus and then become known as COVID-19. The speed at which things changed as a result of COVI-19 still
alarms me to this day. With things changing on a daily basis in late February/early March we all had to make huge
adjustments in our lives. The first thing that I had to do was very reluctantly cancel the SCCA Supersprint as we just
could not predict if we would be allowed to the run the event. This turned out to be the right thing to do as the
country went into lockdown and nearly all of us switched to “working from home” or “being retired at home”.
The club committee then had to adapt to not meeting in person, but meeting virtually. I do this all the time at work
so it was relatively straightforward for me to set things up but for those who have never done this before it can be
both a novelty and hugely frustrating when either you cannot connect at all, or if you can connect but cant see, hear
or speak or any combination of these. We had all of these trials and tribulations but the committee stuck with it and
it became quite slick after a couple of attempts. In this new electronic forum, we had to make difficult decisions that
included cancelling some planned activities and postponing the Club 60th Birthday celebrations at the Q station (Q
Station = Quarantine Station which seems somewhat ironic now). Other events fell by the wayside as well including
the 2020 Sprite Nationals, Shannons day and the All British Day to name but three of many.
Later this year we have been able to return to something a bit closer to normality and we have managed to restart
the Friday runs and the occasional weekend run, which you have read about previously. Historic Motorsport in the
form of GEAR days, CSCA Supersprints and HSRCA racing, has seen our competitive element back on track and
enjoying their cars which has been great to see and compete in myself.
Finally as the end of the year draws near, we have held our AGM. This commenced with a Social Drive from McGraths
Hill to our final destination at the Colo Riverside Café on a route devised by Carol & Colin Dodds. An intrepid bunch
set off hot on the heals of Carol & Colin in the blue Sprite only to be foiled by the first and second set of traffic lights,
so we were quickly split into bunches of 2 or 3 cars. My daughter Elly & I went wrong very early on and followed
Bathurst street further than we should have done, onto a dirt track which ended at the Hawkesbury River. Rod &
Donna Pringle were behind us and so a quick retracing of our tracks was required before getting back on track and
chasing down the entire group who were now in front of us. We eventually caught up with the rest of the gang on
the approach to the Lower Portland Ferry Crossing. We didn’t all fit on the ferry so we caught the next ferry and then
waited for another ferry with the last members of our group on board. We then made our way via the advertised
“smooth dirt road” which had become decidedly bumpy & corrugated in the intervening 3 weeks since the route had
been planned, but we all survived and arrived at the AGM venue with smiles on our faces. We enjoyed a fantastic
lunch which was enough to keep me going for several days. You can read about the formality of the AGM in the
minutes of meeting, but I would like to thank all the committee and members who have done so much in 2020 to
support the club under very difficult circumstances. I was pleased to be re-elected as your President for 2021 and
look forward to hopefully a better year where we can plan more events and see more of our members.
Congratulations to both Leah Holden and David Healy, who were both awarded Life Membership of SCCA at the
AGM, very well deserved on both counts.
Finally I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Regards
David Baigent

The Sprite Car Club of Australia Inc.
Minutes of Annual General Meeting 12-12-2020
Venue: Riverside Café, Colo River. Commenced at 2.30 p.m.
Present: The meeting was attended by 36 members. See list in the meeting attendance
book. David Baigent opened the meeting, thanking Greg holden for organising the venue &
Colin & Carol Dodds for organising the run.
Apologies: Brian Weston, John & Anette Croft, Rob Howes, Brian & Ann Walton, David
Healy, Bronwyn Wray, Kerry Smith, David & Beverley Laing, Peter & Anne Smith, Ron &
Marg Farlow, Greg & Dianne Strange.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Graham Wells presented the minutes of the 2019 meeting
which were reported in Sprite Torque. Carol Dodds moved that they be accepted, seconded
Steve Rivett. Carried.
Financial Report: Les Payne presented the financial report for the period 1-7-2019 to 30-62020. A copy is attached. Moved accepted Barry Cockayne, seconded Dave Lawrence.
Carried.
Presidents Report: David Baigent presented an over-view of the last year and thanked the
committee for all their efforts over the year, particularly with coping with the use of
electronic media committee meetings. David thanked Barry Cockayne for his service as Vice
President.
Proposal to reduce the size of the committee: David Baigent presented the proposal from
the committee to reduce the committee size to 10 members. The reasons behind this have
been outlined in Sprite Torque. Carol Dodds seconded the motion. Carried.
Changes to the Constitution: Graham Wells presented a number of proposed changes to
the Club Constitution to bring it in line with the latest Fair Trading Model & allow for the use
of electronic media at meetings.
(i)Immediately after Clause 22, add the following22A. Use of technology at committee meetings
(1)The committee meetings may be held at 2 or more venues using any technology
approved by the committee that gives each of the committee’s members a reasonable
opportunity to participate.
(2)A committee member who participates in a committee meeting using that technology is
taken to be present at the meeting and, if the member votes at the meeting, is taken to
have voted in person.

(ii) Immediately after Clause 32, add the following-

32A. Use of technology at General Meetings
(1)A General Meeting (or the Annual General Meeting) may be held at 2 or more venues
using any technology approved by the committee that gives each of the association’s
members a reasonable opportunity to participate.
(2)A member of the association who participates in a general meeting using that technology
is taken to be present at the meeting and, if the member votes at the meeting, is taken to
have voted in person.
(iii) Amend Clause 34 to read34. Postal or Electronic Ballots
(1) The association may hold a postal or electronic ballot to determine an issue or proposal
(other than an appeal under clause 12).
(2)A postal or electronic ballot is to be conducted in accordance with Schedule 3 to the
regulations.
Proposed Graham Wells, seconded Carol Dodds. Carried.
Life Memberships: Graham Wells presented two nominations for Life Membership.
Leah Holden. Proposed by Les Payne. A copy of the nomination is attached to these
minutes. Seconded by David Baigent. Carried.
David Healy. Proposed by Avis Fowler. A copy of the nomination is attached to these
minutes. Seconded by Carol Dodds. Carried.
Election of Officers for 2020: David Baigent declared all positions vacant.
Barry Cockayne was elected as Returns Officer.
The following written nominations were received & presented by Graham Wells.
President: David Baigent. Nominated Graham Wells, seconded Leah Holden.
Vice President. Greg Holden. Nominated David Baigent, seconded Graham Wells.
Secretary: Graham Wells. Nominated David Baigent, seconded Steven Rivett.
Treasurer: Les Payne. Nominated Barry Cockayne, seconded Rod Pringle.
Social Secretary: Carol Dodds. Nominated Leah Holden, seconded Greg Holden.
Membership Secretary. Ross Reichardt. Nominated Graham Wells, seconded Steven Rivett.
These nominations were each put to the vote & carried unanimously.
Nominations for the other positions were called for from the floor & the following were
received.
Club Captain. No nomination. David Baigent said he would fill the position unless any other
nomination was received.
Committee Member: Leah Holden. Nominated Carol Dodds, seconded Graham Wells.
Steven Rivett. Nominated Carol Dodds, seconded Bavid Baigent.
These nominations were each put to the vote & carried unanimously.
This leaves one ordinary committee member position vacant & can be filled by the
committee as a casual vacancy.
General Business:
Greg Holden advised that the Club has undertaken to organise the 2022 Sprite & Midget
Nationals and members will be needed to assist in the organising.
Meeting closed at 3.00 p.m.

Christmas Party Report by Greg Holden
This year we held our Christmas party at the Colo
Riverside Cafe and had 38 people listed to attend
Carol and Colin organised the pre lunch run which saw us
enjoy what the Hawkesbury is famous for. Fertile lush
paddocks and the Hawkesbury river joining the Nepean
River.
The roads were excellent for Sprites and the odd
Mercedes and every body enjoyed the run.
Pre lunch nibbles and a beer or two ensured that I was
not going to be doing to much work around the yard
afterwards.
But, it was Christmas.
The meals were excellent and after the main our AGM
was held with a re-structured committee on board.
There have been a few changes and of note Bron has
stepped back from the editors role and I am really
pleased that Elly has stepped up to undertake the role.
It was a short affair that did not detract from the
Christmas party and most seemed very chirpy by the time
desert was handed out.
We took the long way home and five minutes after we
left I was asleep on the longe.
A big thank you to all that helped organise the day.
To Carol and Colin, thanks for the run and the time put in
before our get together ensure the drive went smooth.
Cheers
Greg

Merry
Christmas

2021 Friday Drives
Month

Date
Fri 15

Event Details

Drive down south – Fish and Chips at Kiama (by popular demand)

JAN 2021

Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.15am.
Meet at 11.15am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.30am.
Please bring your chairs.
Contact: Keith Smith 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.
Fri 19

Drive to Berrima for shopping and lunch

FEB

Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.00am or
Meet at the Robertson Pie Shop – 11.00am
The restaurant will be booked so please let us know if you are coming.
Contact: Keith Smith 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.
Fri 19

Friday drive to have a picnic at Audley Weir
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 11.00am

MAR

This drive takes us north along the coast line over the famous Sea Cliff Bridge and
through the Royal National Park.
Bring a picnic lunch and chairs. Take away food is also available at the cafe.
Contact: Keith Smith 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.
Fri 23

Friday Drive to Cambewarra Lookout for lunch

APR

Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.00am.
Meet at 11.00am – Kevin Walsh Oval, Jamberoo – depart 11.15am.
The restaurant will be booked so please let us know if you are coming.
Contact: Keith Smith 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.
Fri 21

Friday Drive to Mt Kembla Hotel for lunch

MAY

Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli for Coffee/chat – depart 10.30am.
The restaurant will be booked so please let us know if you are coming.
Contact: Keith Smith 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.

JUNE

Fri 18

Drive to Bowral (lunch at the Scottish Arms, East Bowral)
Meet at 9.30am - Ruby’s Beach Café at Bulli – depart 10.00am or
Meet at the Robertson Pie Shop – 11.00am
The restaurant will be booked so please let us know if you are coming.
Contact: Keith Smith 0404 631 200 if you wish to attend.

