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Isn’t it good to see cars on the road again.
While Covid has impacted all our lives for several years now it is pleasing to see us 
getting out and about.
We have been able to hold runs and activities for several months on the run now and 
while I write this, we still need to be mindful of the dreaded bug.
We have had increasing numbers as well and it shows that we are all keen to get in our 
cars and enjoy them.cars and enjoy them.
We do have a number of big events coming up as well and this year will see us at the 
Shannon’s Eastern Creek Day as well as the Kings School All British Day being held in 
September.
Steve Rivett has raised his hand and for the first time in three years we will hold a 
Concourse event as well.
We will get a little clever about how we do things and will plan for Covid or the 
predicted September Flood to intervein the event.predicted September Flood to intervein the event.
We will hold a BBQ breakfast along with lunch for the event and expect to have at least 
80 cars at the event.

The rains have continued to see us all struggle and Leah and I are reminded each day 
of the struggles of the people who have settled on the Hawksbury.
The river has got wider and, in my opinion, perhaps a little shallower and this may 
cause bigger issues in years to come.
We have over many years hosted runs out to The Settlers Arms at St Albans, and this We have over many years hosted runs out to The Settlers Arms at St Albans, and this 
historic town was severally damaged by the last floods.
The pub went under water and my young bloke has been on the road to St Albans 
clearing the roads, parks and surrounds and still at the end of August they have more 
to do.
The Sand and soil stood 2 meters deep, and they are now moving 1000 tonne of debris 
per day.

Leah and I have been trying to get some major works completed before the summer Leah and I have been trying to get some major works completed before the summer 
heat comes up and we are about halfway to putting a 12mtre by 12mtre roof over the 
containers down the back.
It has been a big job and Leah has been a great help lifting 6m sheets up for me to 
screw down.
Using 12mtre beams that I was gifted from my days at Swans we ended up spanning 
almost 6m in between each container and the overall space sees at least 8 car parks 
under cover.under cover.
It also protects the roof line of the 40ft container from rusting out.

The big shed has been hibernation and as at mid August I am still to have a fire in the 
shed, I did manage to get myself a Shed fridge more recently and this has been tested 
a few times.
The issue has been the visitors have turned up late and starting the fire 
was not really an option.
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12th July 2022
Venue: The Hills Club
Meeting commenced: 7.35pm 
      
Present:   Committee members: Graham Wells, Barry Cockayne, Les Payne, Steve Rivett,
 Rod Pringle.
Members: Avis Fowler
Apologies:  Greg Holden, David Baigent, Ross Reichardt, Harley Pringle.Apologies:  Greg Holden, David Baigent, Ross Reichardt, Harley Pringle.
In the absence of the President, Barry Cockayne as Vice President took the chair.
Minutes of  Previous Meeting:  
Graham Wells circulated the minutes from the previous meeting. Moved accepted Les 
Payne, seconded Rod Pringle. Carried.
Business Arising:  Nothing other than items later in the agenda. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Les Payne reported.
General Account:  General Account:  
Opening balance                                                       $27,360.00
Deposits (memberships)                                      $5,355.00
Payments                                                                     Nil
Closing balance 30/6                                             $32,715.00

Savings Account:
Opening balance                                                       $46,106.76
Interest                                                                        $0.39Interest                                                                        $0.39
Closing balance   30/6                                           $46,107.15

Business Transaction Account:
Opening balance                                                       $17,657.16
Deposits:                                                                       $25.00
Payments:                                                                    Nil              .                                
Closing balance     30/6                                          $17,682.16

Debit AccountDebit Account
Opening balance			                                                     $1,388.52
Deposits                                                                        Nil
Payments: D.Baigent Fire & Timing S/S          $110.00   
CMC Rego                                                                      $25.00                                                           
Snap Printing                                                              $253.30
Postage, Sprite Torque                                          $87.23
Closing balance       30/6                                       $912.99Closing balance       30/6                                       $912.99

Total Cash in Bank                                                   $97,417.30
Moved accepted Graham Wells, seconded Steve Rivett. Carried.
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Secretary’s Report:  Graham Wells reported correspondence:
Incoming:
-M.A. SpeedRead
-Sprite Club of SA minutes
-ABCC renewal notice. (Completed & returned, no fee this year.)
- Magazines: Mascot, Australian Austin Healey.
Coming Events:Coming Events:
-Sunday, June 19th Run to Robertson Pie shop.
-Sunday, July 17rd Donald Healey Display Day.(Transfer from July 3rd)
-Saturday, June 23rd Lunch at Dooley’s Silverwater.
-Sunday, 14th August. Shannons Day
-September 9/11 HSRCA at Wakefield Park
-Sunday, September 11th. All British Display Day.
-December 2/4 HSRCA at SMP.-December 2/4 HSRCA at SMP.
-Sunday, December 11th AGM and Xmas Party.

Motorsport Aust.  Barry Cockayne advised SpeedRead was circulated, nothing else to 
report.
CMC: Barry Cockayne advised no meeting this month, any information was circulated.

Membership: Ross Reichardt reported by Email.
As we have rolled into a new year, 290 members have renewed with a small batch to 
be processed . This will take it to about 300 which will increase as we chase up be processed . This will take it to about 300 which will increase as we chase up 
stragglers.

New membership applications for this month:
-John and Jason Brown from Bateau Bay who have a 1965 Sprite.
-Karen Woodall.
   Moved Les Payne we accept new memberships, seconded Graham Wells. Carried.

CSCA & Competition: David Baigent has reported recent events in Sprite Torque.
-The next CSCA event is hosted by the Morgan Club at SMSP.-The next CSCA event is hosted by the Morgan Club at SMSP.

Regalia:  Avis Fowler reported very little activity.

Sprite Torque:  June edition is on the web-site and mailed out. Committee was unsure 
if Chimp mail was sent out. Rod Pringle will send.

Web-site and Facebook: 
We have 855 members on Facebook and it is increasing. Many of these are not Club 
members. There was a general discussion of the use of Facebook. A number of 
members do not access it so it remains a back-up method of communication. members do not access it so it remains a back-up method of communication. 
Virtually all Club members have Email so Chimp Mail, Sprite Torque and the Web-site 
are the primary contacts.

HVS/CVS registration: No report

Shannons Day;  Sunday August 14th. Graham Wells has the tickets and has 
put a note regarding bookings in Sprite Torque. Rod Pringle will put the 
notice out via Chimp Mail.

12th July 2022
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All British Display Day: 
-Graham Wells will handle the ticket bookings and has put a note in Sprite Torque. 
This included a call for volunteers to assist in running the event. RSVP by the end of 
August to allow time to mail tickets. Need number of family coming for catering. 
-Rod Pringle will put the notice out via Chimp Mail.
-Sharon Allen advised that the Club needs to supply two volunteers to assist in traffic 
control in the morning. Avis Fowler volunteered for shift 1(6.30-8.30) and Steve Rivett control in the morning. Avis Fowler volunteered for shift 1(6.30-8.30) and Steve Rivett 
for shift 2 (8.00 -10.00). Avis advised Sharon of contact numbers.
Defensive Driving Course.  Graham Wells advised we have 3 candidates. In the past 
when we had more candidates the applications were sorted by a sub-committee then 
the recommendations given to the committee. In the past couple of years we have 
had only one or two candidates and the applications have gone directly to the 
committee.
The committee considered all three candidates worthy and all were selected to The committee considered all three candidates worthy and all were selected to 
participate. The applications do not close until month end so they will be on hold until 
that time.

General Business:
(1) Proposed lunch at Dooley’s Silverwater:
- This event was organised at short notice mainly by Email. The event was to feature 
the recent trip by Ian and Wendy Gibbs. Avis Fowler organised the venue and is the 
listed contact. Initially it was mentioned on Facebook. A Chimp Mail notice was sent listed contact. Initially it was mentioned on Facebook. A Chimp Mail notice was sent 
out on Monday 11th.  
-The event was to be subsidised by the Club but no cost was included in the notice. 
The venue will handle up to 80 with a minimum of 30 for a buffet lunch.
-Colin Dodds sent an E Mail to the committee suggesting that it be turned into a Xmas 
in July event to try and get more members to attend with a charge of $30/head.
-After much discussion those present considered that there was not enough time to 
convert to a Xmas in July event as final numbers have to be given to Dooley’s on convert to a Xmas in July event as final numbers have to be given to Dooley’s on 
Friday 15th. All agreed that the Club subsidise the event and a cost of $20/head was 
decided. Money to be paid in cash on the day or by prior EFT.
-Barry Cockayne will prepare a draft notice for Chimp Mail to be sent out to the 
committee for comment and finalised on Wednesday 13th.
(2) All British Display Day:
-Next meeting we need to decide what trophies will be given on the day. Graham Wells 
noted that we have the Andrew Woodall trophy to be given as a people’s choice award. noted that we have the Andrew Woodall trophy to be given as a people’s choice award. 
Les Payne askes where is the trophy? Graham Wells to check with Greg Holden. 
-Last meeting we decided to have some “best” categories but how to decide them? 
What categories? By model was suggested ie Best Bug-eye etc. Avis Fowler suggested 
we distribute voting slips and let the exhibitors pick the winners.
-Steve Rivett suggested we think about the categories and discuss by Email before 
next meeting.
-Graham Wells advised that he is in contact with Olympia Trophies who have the club -Graham Wells advised that he is in contact with Olympia Trophies who have the club 
emblem on file and have done them for many years. They require a few week notice.
-Steve Rivett said he would like to re-visit holding a concourse perhaps in a 
modified form with a restricted number of vehicles. The committee endorsed the 
proposal and will see wat Steve comes back with at the next meeting.
(3) Rod Pringle reported that the recent Pie shop run drew 8-10 cars with a number on 
non-Sprites that we have not seen before.

Meeting closed at 8.55 pm.Meeting closed at 8.55 pm.

Next committee meeting is July 12 th, 2022 at 7.30 

12th July 2022
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UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS
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-Sunday, June 19th Run to Robertson Pie shop.
-Sunday, July 17rd Donald Healey Display Day.(Transfer 
  from July 3rd)
-Saturday, June 23rd Lunch at Dooley’s Silverwater.
-Sunday, 14th August. Shannons Day
-September 9/11 HSRCA at Wakefield Park
-Sunday, September 11th. All British Display Day.-Sunday, September 11th. All British Display Day.
-December 2/4 HSRCA at SMP.
-Sunday, December 11th AGM and Xmas Party.
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Robertson Pie RunRobertson Pie Run

It was a glorious Sunday morning when we meet @ McDonald’s Narellan, David Ramage 
was the first to turn up with his Bright Yellow Sprite, followed by Donna, Harley & 
myself. David Lang was down from Dubbo but he didn’t have his car here.

Michael Meadows turned up with his Sprite 2A GT. in all its glory, haven’t seen Michael 
for a while due to Covid & weather etc.

Adrian Leonard came with his 1978 XC Ford Fairmont Station Wagon, Greg Strange & 
Dianne Lawlor came with their Green Sprite Mark 3. Ben Sabel bought a Green Mini 
Cooper S, with Ricky Mishra bring a Red Commodore.
We left McDonalds in a convoy with Harley leading and the rest of us following. Driving 
through the Camden Bypass, then on to the Old Hume Hwy (Remembrance Driveway) 
through Wilton. Got onto the Hume Motorway for about 26k turned off & went through 
Bowral, as we drove down Joe Armour joined the Convoy with his Sprite Lemans/Sebal. Bowral, as we drove down Joe Armour joined the Convoy with his Sprite Lemans/Sebal. 
Than we drove through Robertson to the Pie Shop, I didn’t relies Robertson was such 
a big village. 

Clint Moodie joined the run for about 5 minutes but had to get fuel so he meet us @ 
the pie shop in his Morris Cooper S. When we arrived the Pie Shop was 
packed so we were parked all over the place. Everybody finally got served 
and we sat outside under the trees, after lunch we all went back in 
different directionsdifferent directions

Rob Pringle
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Perth to Sydney Marathon 2022.Perth to Sydney Marathon 2022.
John and I were talking a few weeks ago, when John suggested there were a few 
opportunities available in the up and coming Marathon from Perth to Sydney later 
this year. A little more talking and we decided to investigate, 1 week later our name 
was on the list of entrants and we began to search for a suitable vehicle to transport 
us 5,600 klms, 3,760 of those on dirt roads in the repeat of the Australian leg of the 
London to Sydney Marathon. Over the next 4 months we will present information 
about the previous rallies, and our endeavours. about the previous rallies, and our endeavours. 

1st part of the story is where it all began, will give you an insite into why it all took 
place.
Driver John Croft
Crew Les Payne

Where it all began
Tommy Sopwith was a racing driver of note and came 
from the great aviation family that built the famous WW1 
British fighter plane the Sopwith Camel. Jocelyn Stevens 
was from a family backgrounded in British newspapers 
and some say it was he who came up with the bright idea!

Starting Point – Gloucester Park

In 1967 Britain was in the economic doldrums, its 
manufacturing industry was in serious decline and 
the number of people out of work was reaching 
levels not seen since WWII. The country’s leaders 
were looking for ways to champion industry and 
raise the national morale. Sir Max Aitken was a 
media baron and chairman of the Daily Express, he media baron and chairman of the Daily Express, he 
felt the need to do something.
Following a boozy lunch between Tommy Sopwith 
and Jocelyn Stevens, Sopwith headed to the office 
of Sir Max to which he had direct access. “A race 
across the World” should be held that would 

showcase Britain’s motor manufacturing industry” he said, “and naturally a British 
car would win”. Sir Max bought the idea almost on the spot.

Given the go-ahead, in September Tommy Sopwith turned to his motor racing friend 
Jack Sears for assistance. He needed help to develop the concept for the event. With 
the idea hatched, early press articles were released promoting the Marathon.
In Australia David McKay, who was Australia’s first Touring Car Champion and 
motoring editor of the Daily Telegraph, was alerted by the newsfeeds and telexes motoring editor of the Daily Telegraph, was alerted by the newsfeeds and telexes 
from the UK. A great marathon event was to be held. McKay headed to the 
office of David McNicol the Daily Telegraph’s Editor in Chief, and very soon 
after they were both in the office of the papers’ owner Sir Frank Packer. 
A same day telephone call to Sir Max in London secured joint sponsorship 
of the event.
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Perth to Sydney Marathon 2022.Perth to Sydney Marathon 2022.
In the UK Autumn of 1967, with only 12 months 
before the start of the Marathon, Jack Sears 
contacted his friend and former Head of the BMC 
Competitions Department Stuart Turner. Turner 
had recently moved camp across to Castrol UK and 
Sears asked Turner if he knew someone who could 
help construct the event. In December 1967 Turnerhelp construct the event. In December 1967 Turner
 made a call to Tony Ambrose who had retired from 
rallying in 1965 but had had itchy feet ever since. 
Ambrose had won just about every major rally 
event across the UK and Europe in Austin Healeys 
and Mini Coopers as part of the BMC Factory Team 
until his retirement.

The phone call went something like this:
Turner: “the Daily Express has some crackpot idea of running a race or rally from 
London to Sydney and need someone to do a feasibility study”.
Ambrose: “What does that mean?”
Turner: “We want someone to drive down to Sydney and tell us if it will work”
A few days later Ambrose joined Sears and Turner for a dinner at the Noah’s Ark 
Restaurant in East Hanney in Berkshire, and over several more bottles of red (a trend Restaurant in East Hanney in Berkshire, and over several more bottles of red (a trend 
was starting here) they agreed to conduct the “feasibility study”. The study would 
start with a bit of “paper plotting” and then be followed by a drive to Bombay in India 
after the Monte Carlo Rally to be held in January of 1968. Ambrose’ feedback in his 
feasibility study report was hugely enthusiastic. Soon after, Sears offered him the 
prospect of a job as a full-time member of the Event Committee on the magnificent 
stipend of £1000.
With the idea now having “meat on the bone”, an Event Committee was formed which With the idea now having “meat on the bone”, an Event Committee was formed which 
would initially be comprised of Sir Max Aitken as Chairman, Tommy Sopwith, Jocelyn 
Stevens, Evelyn de Rothschild, John Robertson, Jack Sears and Tony Ambrose. Their plan 
was to meet every two weeks in the Daily Express Boardroom. Things were beginning 
to develop quickly.
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Perth to Sydney Marathon 2022.Perth to Sydney Marathon 2022.
On the recce to Bombay Jack Sears and Tony Ambrose were joined by Mike Wood-
Power who was the husband of the sister of Don Shead who built the race engines for 
Jack Sears racing boats. Wood-Power ran a popular “Hippy Trail” travel agency that 
specialised in overland tours between Europe and India, catering predominantly for 
returning Australians. Wood-Power knew the roads and the pitfalls, he had the 
contacts, and he would short cut the time needed to find a Marathon route. 
Conveniently, he knew how to cross inter-country borders, who to speak to, a major Conveniently, he knew how to cross inter-country borders, who to speak to, a major 
obstacle in countries that were literally at war with each other even in 1968.

Incredibly, the recce across Europe to Bombay was completed in just five weeks. The 
trio returned to London in early to mid-February 1968 and were rewarded with full-
time roles funded by the Daily Express. Jack Sears was installed as the Secretary of the 
Event and Tony Ambrose as the Assistant Clerk of Course. Dean Delamont (Director of 
Motorsport at the RAC) would manoeuvre his way to become the Clerk of Course, while 
Stuart Turner was also added to the team.Stuart Turner was also added to the team.

In March of 1968, the first letters of invitation were sent out to prospective entrants 
and manufacturers, along with the first version of the Supplementary Regulations. 
The Entry Fee of £550.00 was published which was inclusive of the Channel Crossing 
and the 9 Day crossing from Bombay to Fremantle onboard the SS Chusan. A £125 
supplement was required for any additional Crew.

The Daily Express and the Daily Telegraph both continued to run articles trumpeting the 
great event with entries scheduled to close on 1st June 1968.great event with entries scheduled to close on 1st June 1968.
With just eight months to go to the start, the Recce Team had still not set foot on 
Australian soil. The route across the Australian continent included the toughest part of 
the whole marathon and it had not been recced yet.

Sears, Ambrose and Sopwith flew into Sydney in late March for meetings with Sir Frank 
Packer, David McNicol and the Confederation of Australian Motorsport (CAMS) with 
Owen Grahame the then President. Soon after this Sears and Ambrose flew to Perth to 
meet up with Sydneysider John McKittrick, a friend of David McKay’s, to begin the meet up with Sydneysider John McKittrick, a friend of David McKay’s, to begin the 
recce of the Australian section back to Sydney.

McKittrick had arranged to provide an Austin 1800 from a local BMC Distributor for the 
recce. Tony Ambrose’ autobiography outlined the challenge the team faced. “It 
quickly became apparent that while in the whole of the European Section, information 
flowed from Motoring Organisations regarding the most suitable route to follow…” 
this would not be the case down under, as very few rally enthusiasts seemed to have 
ever driven coast to coast across Australia.ever driven coast to coast across Australia.
The Recce Team first checked out Fremantle but rejected it, then they headed to 
“Worcester Park” trotting track near Perth where with the assistance of Sir Frank 
Packer’s contacts, doors were opened. The starting place for the Australian Section of 
the Marathon was then agreed. Next the trio headed north to a place called “You-an-
me” and found it all but deserted (no different today) except for a farmer 
who gave them enough fuel to get back south. In his autobiography, 
Ambrose described the “hive of activity” of an equally deserted Lake King Ambrose described the “hive of activity” of an equally deserted Lake King 
“in the middle of nowhere”, albeit with a million flies. They didn’t stay long 
and headed off in the direction of Kalgoorlie but in fact it was to Norseman.
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Perth to Sydney Marathon 2022.Perth to Sydney Marathon 2022.
The recce was interrupted in South Australia when John McKittrick decided that he 
didn’t want to continue. They detoured to Adelaide so he could fly home to Sydney. A 
few days later Sears and Ambrose backtracked to the Flinders Ranges and followed 
the then mapped route cross-country to Broken Hill, and then southeast to the 
Victorian border. They needed a break so decided to head to Melbourne for a few days 
R&R. Returning to the route they had some weather issues (i.e. snow) as they drove 
the Great Alpine Road over the high country down to a place called “Ombo”. The pair the Great Alpine Road over the high country down to a place called “Ombo”. The pair 
finally arrived at Warwick Farm in early April. It had taken the team less than three 
weeks to recce the “route” of the Australian Section of the Marathon. Logistics for the 
manning of controls and on-the-ground organisation would fall to CAMS and Car Clubs 
across the country.

A few days later they flew home to London via California for a stop-over with Tommy 
Sopwith who had stayed on in Sydney for business reasons. Upon arrival back in the 
UK Ambrose and Sears were expecting to be overwhelmed by entries. Unfortunately, UK Ambrose and Sears were expecting to be overwhelmed by entries. Unfortunately, 
it was exactly the opposite, with no more than a dozen entries received. The Marathon 
was looking like it might be a great “white elephant”.

On the home front, with formal invitations received, David McKay set about procuring 
and preparing the Daily Telegraph/Holden Dealer Team HT Monaros (Cars 36, 68 and 76). 
Harry Firth and the Ford Motor Company were also well into the preparation of three 
XT GT Falcons (Cars 2, 24 and 29), and Reg Lunn was doing the same with Car 97. A three 
car Amoco Volvo Team for Cars 8, 43 and 63 began their planning with the factory in car Amoco Volvo Team for Cars 8, 43 and 63 began their planning with the factory in 
Sweden and the Maitland Motors Holden HT Kingswood Car 91 entry of Rally Legend 
John Bryson, Jack Murray and Brian Madden began. Stuart MacLeod decided upon an 
Alfa Romeo Berlina in Car 39 while Evan Green/Gelignite Jack Murray and George 
Shephard decided to have their BMC Austin 18 built by the factory in the UK.

Cars from all over the UK, Europe, Japan and the USA were now being prepared but the 
Committee just didn’t know about them all. In the UK, Ford, BMC and Rootes Group 
soon committed, and from Europe teams from Ford, Citroen, DAF and Moskovitch also soon committed, and from Europe teams from Ford, Citroen, DAF and Moskovitch also 
rolled in…The Marathon was on a roll and excitement was growing worldwide. On the 
24th November 1968 ninety eight teams departed Crystal Palace Raceway on the 
outskirts of London. Seventy two cars arrived in Fremantle on the 13th December to 
face the restart for the Australian Section held between the 14th December and the 
17th December 1968.

The 2022 Perth-Sydney Marathon will celebrate this magnificent event and the impact 
it left on a worldwide audience of motorsport enthusiasts. We will bring participants it left on a worldwide audience of motorsport enthusiasts. We will bring participants 
and vehicles together from the Marathon and drive the route they drove in 1968 for 
the first and last time since 1968.
Enthusiasts are encouraged to come and share the celebration and drive roads that 
will never be driven again, in the company of rallying legends and the cars they drove.
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Stewart Nicholl’s, Defensive Driving 
Course For Free!
Stewart Nicholl’s, Defensive Driving 
Course For Free!

The Sprite Car Club of Australia will be sponsoring two people to attend Stewart 
Nicholl’s, Defensive Driving Course.

The selection criteria is as follows: 
- The recommendation must come from a Sprite Car Club member and be in writing 
explaining why you are nominating the person.

Your suggested participant needs to have a current Provisional Licence (red or green P 
plates) - If you are a Club member on a Provisional Licence, then yes, you can 
nominate yourself! - Age is no barrier. From the nominations, the Committee will 
select one member of the Sprite Car Club, and one non-member. Nominations are 
required by the end of July and be announced in the August edition of Sprite Torque. 
The attendees can choose the appropriate available time that suits them.

it is likely that even if you are a good driver, you could be involved in a crash that has 
been instigated by another driver road user.

Our focus is on your driving development, no matter what your skill level is currently. 
We will work with you in a professional manner to ensure you get the most out of 
your time with us.

WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?
·       Driver Competency – Practical Skill
·       Vehicle Technology – Correct Use
·       Vehicle Maintenance & Dangers
·       Drivers limitations
·       Common Crash Examples
·       Understanding Your Obligations as 
        a Driver Consequences        a Driver Consequences
·       Things That Reduce Your Effectiveness
·       Best Practice Driving Principles
·       Efficient Driving Tactics to Reduce 
        Your Running Costs
·       Emergency Braking
·       Accident Avoidance Techniques

 PROGRAM DETAILS:

Defensive Driving Program
The Steer Safely Defensive Driving p
rogram is facilitated by highly 
professional trainers and will teach 
you our safe driving tactics that 
will help keep you safer while 
driving.driving.

Knowing how to stay safe while 
driving on our roads takes more 
than your basic driving skills. 
Without defensive driver training, 

The defensive driving training sessions are 
conducted in a safe off-road environment. 
The session commences at 8:30 am and 
concludes by 4 pm with a certificate issued 
on completion.
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